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Tougher student 
Visa norm comeS 
into force in UK 

London, Jan. 1: Internat 
ional students, including 
Indians, starting courses 
at British universities 
this month will no longer 
be able to bring family 
members on all but post 
graduate research cours 
es and courses with gov 
ernment-funded scholar 
ships under tougher UK 
visa norms effective from 
Monday. 

The UK Home Office 
said the changes, first an 
nounced by former home 
secretary Suella Braver 
man in May last year, are 
aimed at clamping down 
on people using the stu 
dent visa as a backdoor 
route to work in the UK 
and will see an estimated 
1,40,000 fewer people 
come to the UK. 

The tougher rules are 
geared towards cutting 
what home secretary Ja 
mes Cleverly dubbed as 
an "unreasonable practi 
ce" of overseas students 
bringing dependants, wh 
ich official figures show 
have risen by more than 
930 per cent since 2019. 

This government is 
delivering on its commit 
ment to the British public 
to cut migration. We have 
set out a tough plan to 
rapidly bring numbers 
down, control our borders 
and prevent people from 
manipulating our immi 
gration system, which 
will come into force thro 
ughout this year," Cley 
erly said in a statement. 

"Today, a major part of 
that plan comes into effe 
ct, ending the unreasona 
ble practice of overseas 
students bringing their 

UK. This will see migra 
tion falling rapidly by the 
tens of thousands and co 
ntribute to our overall 
strategy to prevent 

3,00,000 people from com 
ing to the UK," he said. 

"The UK's Office for 

tiat 

" THE UK Home Office 
said the changes, first 
announced by former 
home secretary Suella 
Braverman in May last 
year, are aimed at clamp 
ing down on people using 
the student visa as a 
backdoor route to Work in 
the UK and will see an 
estimated 1,40,000 fewer 
people come to the UK. 

ending Sept. 2023, as 
many as 1,52,980 visas 
were issued to dependan 
ts of students, a massive 
rise from the l4,839 in the 
year ending Sept. 2019. 

"Our world-leading uni 
versities rightly attract 
some of the brightest stu 
dents from around the 
world to the UK. But we 
have seen a surge in the 
number of dependants 
being brought by studen 
ts, which is contributing 
to unsustainable levels of 
migration," said UK min 
ister for legal migration 
and the border Tom 
Pursglove. 

"We are completely com 
mitted to seeing a deci 
sive cut in migration. The 
action implemented today 
to restrict bringing depe 
ndants on the student 
visa route allows us to 

better protect our public 
services while supporting 
the economy by allowing 
the students who con 
tribute the most to keep 
coming here. This is part 
of a series of measures 
which together will see 
3,00,000 fewer people com 
ing to the UK compared to 
last year," he said. 

The Home Office said 
the changes to student 
visas strike the "right bal 
ance" to continue to pre 
serve the attractiveness of 
the UK's world-leading 
higher education sector 
while removing the abili 
ty for institutions tu 
ndermine the UK's repu 
tatioIL. 

family members to the 

National Statistics (ONS) 
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HOUSE PANEL NOTES THAT THERE IS A HUGE SHORTAGE OF 1,472 IAS OFFICERS' 

Set Level Playing Field for English-Educated Urban 
& Vernacular-medium Rural Youth in UPSC: Panel 

Jatin Takkar 

New Delhi: The Parliamentary Pa 
nel on Personnel and Law, chaired by 
BJP MP Sushil Modi, has suggested, 
among other mneasures, the constitu 
tion of a committee to studyif the pre 
sent scheme of UPSC examinations 
provides equal opportunities to both 
English-medium educated urban and 
non-English medium rural candida 
tes, while pointing out thatthere were 
1472IASvacancies to befilled. The pa 
nel has made several other sugges-
tions in its report on the Demand for 
Grants pertaining to Department of 
Personnel and Training (DoPT). 
The panel has noted that there is a 

huge shortage of 14121AS officers. As 
per the data provided by DoPT, there 
are 850 vacancies in the directrecruit 

NO ASSET DISCLOSURE 

The panel also 
noted thata 
large number 

of IAS officers were not 
filing their Annual Imm0 
vable Property Returns 
IAS officers, the Central government 
has been recruiting 180 *AS officers 
on annual basis. The Committee has 
recommended the DoPT to consider 
increasing the annual intake of direct 
recruit IAS officers to bridge the defi-
cit, the report added. It also pointed 
out that the deficit of IAS officers 
stems partly from thefact that the pro-
motion quota LAS vacancies are not 

To address the issue of shortage of being filled up by states on time. 

DoPT further said that out of the 
prescribed Central Deputation Reser. 
ve1,469 officers, only 442 officers were 
working at the Centre. The panel said 
this issue needs to be taken up by the 
Centre with the state governments. 
The Committee also noted that a 

large number of IAS officers were 
not filing their Annual Immovable 
Property Returns and suggested 
that the DoPTshould put inamecha 
nism to check theveracity of the pro-
perty return statement filed by pub-
lic servants. 

Regarding the UPSC examinations, 
the panel stated that it takes nearly 15 
months for the process-from the da 
te of issue of notification to the date 
of declaration of results - to be 
completed. "The committee is of the opinion that the duration of 
any recruitment examination 
should not ordinarily exceed six 
months as long and protracted re 
cruitment cycles waste prime ye 

ars of a candidate's life besides ta 
kinga heavy toll on theirphysical 
and mental health," it said. 
Responding to the panel's observa 

tion, the government citing data of 
the number of candidates who apply 
and the logistics involved, said that 
the time cycle for the Civil Services 
Examination has been optimised to 
the extent possible. "Further reduc 
tion in the above time cycle of civil 
services examination may not only 
impinge upon the integrity/quality 
of the examinations, but may also cre 
ate resentment among candidates 
due to getting lesser number of days 
for their preparation at each stage of 
the examination," the DoPT infor 
med the panel. 
It said UPSC, SSC should take steps 

to ensure that candidates are allotted 
an examination centre within 5 km 
from their homes. 

jatin. takkaratimesgroup.com 

ment posts and 622 vacancies in the 
promotion posts." 

Administrator
Typewritten Text
ECONOMICS  TIMES,  02  JANUARY 2024	

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text



The role ofeducation in shaping 
attiudes towarls lisabilily 

ARCHANA BHAMBAL GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES FOR 
"n the ever-evolving landscape 
of education, advancing inclu 
sivity is not just a moral imper 

-ative but a transformative force 
that shapes society's attitudes. One 
crucial aspect of this journey is 
integrating children with disabili 
ties into mainstream education 
from an early age. This approach 
ensures equal growth opportuni 
ties and lays the foundation for a 
society that embraces diversity. 

INCLUSIVE EDUCATON: A PATH 
TO ACCEPTANCE 

When children with disabili 
ties are included in mainstream 
education alongside their peers, it 
is not nerely an educational strat 
egy but a societal statement. The 
early adaptation of teachers to 
diverse learning needs becomes a 
foundation in this process, lead 
ing to an acceptance that res 
onates within the child. The par 
ticipation of children with disabil 
ities on an equal basis instils in 
them the knowledge that they are 
valued members of society, foster 
ing a sense of belonging and active 
participation in community life. 

Sightsavers India recognises 
this philosophy's significance and 
endeavours to create a positive 
and enabling environment in 
schools, families, and communi 
ties to facilitate the holistic educa 
tion of children with visual impair 
ment. 

INCLUSIVE LEARNING 

The National Education Policy 
(NEP) of 2020 echoes the impor 
tance of inclusive education, envi 
sioning the development of quali 
ties such as acceptance of diversity, 
resilience, empathy, and sensitised 
peer relationships among children. 
Samagra Shiksha, an integrated 
scheme for school education, 
highlights the commitment to 
inclusive and equitable quality 
education for all. 

Inclusive education, 
defined by the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities 

Act of 2016, goes beyond 
rhetoric. It is a system 
wherein students, with or 
without disabilities, learn 
together, and the teach 
ing and learning methods 
are suitably adapted to 
meet the diverse learning 
needs ofevery student. 

IMPACT ON ATTITUDES 

Research supports the 
idea that disability awareness 
programs in schools con 
tribute to developing 
empathy and positive attitudes 
among young children. This shift 
in perspective, when nurtured, 
matures into a valuable asset, 
shaping individuals into responsi 
ble and empathetic citizens as 
they progress through life. 

Inclusive education imparts 

knowledge. 
develops lead 
ership skills 
and 
builds 

confidence in students with dis 
ability. This empowerment 
extends beyond the classroom, 
helping them integrate into the 
workforce. 

In conclusion, inclusive edu 
cation is a cornerstone in the edi 
fice of societal change. Its pursuit 

transforms individual lives and 

plays a vital role in advancing the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). 

Shaping attitudes from a 
young age enriches the lives of 
children with disabilities and 
moulds a society that values diver 
sity, empathy, and inclusivity. As 

we celebrate the progress made on 
the International Day of Persons 
with Disabilities, let us recommit 
ourselves to the endeavour of 
inclusive education, paving the 
way for a brighter and more inclu 
sive future. 

The writer is technical dir�ctor of 
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Preparing students,for 
the new emerging world 

KADAMBARI RANA 
he world today faces 

unique circumstances. 
Human beings are torn 
between the past and the 

future, between artificial intelli 
gence and human intelligence, 
between reel and real, between 
national boundaries and global 
ization, between nature and man 
ufacturing, between basic needs 
and conspicuous consumption. 

Therefore, the world needs 
reconstruction, the world needs a 
re-think so that the needs of all 
creatures can be met in collabora 
tion with nature, holistic educa 
tion being the primary factor lead 
ing up to such a harmonious world 
for all to co-exist in. 

Students need to be empow 
ered so that they can guide 
humanity a more e luminous 
future. Children are endowed with 
constructive energy, dynamism 
and inner potentials that need to 
be brought to the surface through 
guided education and opportuni 
ties. 

To this effect, some core 
areas that must be an integral 
part of any education curriculum 
are; development of creative and 

aesthetic appreciation, sensory 
and perceptual development, 
cognitive development, physical 
fitness and motor development, 
personal, social and emotional 
development and language devel 
opment. 

The focus should always be 
based on the 'in to out' and 'near 
to far' principles. In other 
words,first comes the understand 
ing of the inner self and develop 
ment of the inner potential and 
then comes into existence its 
external manifestation in the form 
of creativity, inyentions, progres 
sive actlons and thinking. 

Near tofar develops in stu 
dentsthe ability to observe, appre 
ciate and respond to wh¡t is clos 
est to them and then slowly 
expand their wings to bring the 
world under it. 

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT: 

To develop in children good 
listening, speaking, reading and 
writíng skills. This can be 
achieved by exposing them to the 
right sounds, correct pronuncia 
tion, phonological awareness, 
guiding them to build effective 
Words and sentences and 
focussing on creating a rich 
immersive language atmosphere 
for the students. Engaging stu 
dents in extensive age-appropri 
ate conversations and providing 
abundant opportunities to speak 

will aid them in becoming confi 

dent speakers and communica 
tors in social, professional as well 
as global settings. 
DEVELOPMENT OF CREATIVE 
AND AESTHETIC 
APPRECIATION: 

To develop in students the 
ability to recognize objects, 
events and ideas presented to 
them in the form of nature, draw 
ings, clay modelling, folk art, 
sculptures, paintings, photogra 
phy and other forms of art. Such 
efforts should encourage students 
to represent this, recreate this, 
inspire and get inspired. Creating 
opportunities for students to 
develop an expression, enjoy 
ment and disposition for music 
and movement. 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND 
EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 

To develop in students an 
emotional equanimity by guid 
ing them to express their emo 
tions in a relevant manner and 
teaching them the skill of con 
trolling urgency of feelings. and 
desires.Students must be provid 
ed with an atmosphere where 
they can fearlessly display their 
characteristics, their abilities, 
their weaknesses, andprefer 

ences. To develop in students a 
sense of curiosity, awareness of 
behaviour and its effects and 
self-help skills so that they can 
enjoy independence and autono 
my, 
SENSORY AND PERCEPTUAL 
DEVELOPMENT: 

To include in teaching and 
learning curriculum modules that 
focus on development of the five 
senses, visual, auditory, olfactory, 
kinaesthetic and tactile. Activities 
and class exercises that improve 
control of and coordinationof 
reflexes and awareness of location 
and spatial relationship. 

COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT: 

From very early ages allowing 
children to explore object perma 
nence, perceptual categorization 
based on how things look, taste 
and feel. Activities and tasks that 
enhance; memory of objects, peo 
ple and events, comparison and 
classification, observation, rea 
soning and problem solving. 

PHYSICAL HEALTH AND MOTOR 
DEVELOPMENT: 

quate nutrition and sound sleep to 
improve their overall nervous sys 
tem and physical growth. Exercis 
es to strengthen; the small and 
large motor muscles of the body, 
coordination between small and 
large motor muscles, integration 
of movements between different 
body parts, body balance.Students 
should be able to display general 
body awareness, balance in move 
ment, personal hygiene and recog 
nition of importance of safety 
rules. 

The education for the new 
emerging world demands that 
individual groups, societies, com 
munities, and countries have 
respect for each other. Each indi 
vidual, community and country is 
integral to the overall global well 
beingand therefore our future 
generations must learn to co-exist 
with differences of approach and 
ideas, differences in economic 
backgrounds, differences in social 
habits and religious affiliations. 
They must develop both liberty for 
self as well as tolerance towards 
others. 

Students, as a result of their 
educational experiences, must be 
gainfully employed in work and 
activities of their choice and must 
contribute productively towards 

To provide for student'sade- his/her own life and towards the 

life of others in the form of sery 
ice. This will improve the qualita 
tive standards of our society. If 
education has not been able to 
evoke a sense of service in stu 
dents, a sense of co-operation, a 
sense of brotherhood, then educa 
tion has failed the student. 

The 21st century also requires 
many more inventors, scientists, 
leaders, advoçates, wild-life enthu 
siasts, nature lovers and change 
makers. Students should be 
trained and encouraged for their 
leadership skills in day-to-day life, 
they should be applauded for try 
ing to be problem solvers, sup 
porters, and helpers. This will develop in them self-reliance and 

confidence to take lead for bigger 
decisions later in life. 

Education institutes should 
have broad based curriculums, 
which centre more around yalues 
and less around rules. The new 
wordd requires human beings to be 
more experiential and hands on 
and to this effect education needs 

be centred around life skills, 
personal skills, emotional skills, 
respect towards resources and 
sensitivity towards all mankind 
and nature. 

The author Is an educator advocating 
principles of chlld centric hollstiç 
education 
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Educational institute 
to be established for 
special kids: Sukhu 
OUR CORRESPONDENT 

KULLU, JANUARY 1 
Chief Minister Sukhvinder 
Singh Sukhu said today 
that in the past one year, the 
government had been able 
to bring 20 per cent of the 
economy back on track. 

Sukhu, during his two 
day sojourn in Kullu, said 
that the government would 
open an integrated world 
class educational institute in 
the state along with schools 
and colleges for differently 
abled children. "Students 
will also be provided training 
in the field of sports so that 
they can ensure participa 
tion in paralympics and oth 
er sports events," he added. 

The Chief Minister inau 
gurated and laid the foun 
dation stone of 13 develop 
ment projects worth Rs 198 
crore for the district. He 
said that these develop 
ment projects would prove 
to be a milestone in the 
development of the district. 

He inaugurated a vegetable 
market at Bandrol built at a 
cost of Rs 20 crore and a dou 
ble-lane bridge over the Beas 
at Raison built at a cost of Rs 
9.07 crore. He also inaugurat 
ed a steel truss bridge at the 
Nehru Kund (Bahang) con 
necting Buwa and Shanag 

Kullu district gets 13 
projects worth 198 cr 

link road over the Beas builtat 
a cost of Rs 6.44 crore. He laid 
the foundation stone of flood 
protection works for Bihal and 
surrounding areas. 

He said that extra expendi 
ture had led to accumulation 
of Rs 86,000 crore debt. The 
pending dues of employees 
were worth about Rs 10,000 
crore. "The government is 
chalking out strategies to 
ensure that these liabilities 
are cleared and the economy 
is brought back on the track. 
The government is making 
efforts to make Himachal 
self-reliant in the next four 
years," he added. 
Sukhu said that the gov 

ernmernt was promoting 

solar power projects in rural 
areas to strengthen the 
economy of the rural popula 
tion, he added. 

He said that despite the 
adverse impact of the disaster 
on the tourism sector, the num 
ber of tourists had increasedat 
places like Shimla, Manali and 
Dharamsala due to the efforts 
of the state government. He 
said that the government was 
providing all kinds of facilities 
to the tourists. 
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Bhupender.Sharma 

@timesgroup.com 
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