Principals from CBSE Schools across
the country gather at USTM

Assam Rising, Guwahati,
April 30 : A two-day-long
"Exposure Visit Program’
for CBSE School Principals
has successfully culmi-
nated here today at the
University of Science and
Technology Meghalaya
(USTM) where 34 school
principals from various re-
nowned CBSE schools
from across India partici-
pated. The visit has been
organized by the Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
ton (CBSE) 1n collabora-
tion with USTM from April
29 to 30. The program has
been supported by the De-
partment of Skill Education,
CBSE under the Skill Edu-
cation sector. Addressing
the school principals in an
interactive session today,
Shri Mahbubul Hoque,
Chancellor of USTM sad
that the role of a school
principal 15 multifaceted
and essential for creating
an environment where stu-
dents can thnive academi-

cally, socially, and emotion-
ally. He welcomed all the par-
ticipants and said that
USTM 1s always open to ex-
tending all kinds of support
to uplift school education. In
the inaugural session yester-
day, Prof GD Sharma, Vice
Chancellor of USTM wel-
comed all the school princi-
pals and said that the Na-
tional Education Policy 2020
has emphasized on Skill Edu-
cation to become integral to
School and Higher Education.
Accordingly, CBSE has en-
visioned promoting Skill Edu-
cation from Class 6th on-
wards in all its affiliated
schools. He said that an
added benefit of such an ex-
posure visit 1s that it gives
the principals a chance to
meet other like-minded
school leaders, share stories,
and gain a lot in the process.
Speaking on this occasion,
Dr Jagadish Barman, Jt Sec-
retary, CBSE Centre of Excel-
lence Guwahati said, “This
Exposure Visit 1s expected to
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leverage the synergies be-
tween schools and Higher
Educational Institutions and
create a positive platform for
cohesive interaction in the
future learning ecosystem.”
These Principals may, in turn,
mentor the teachers of
schools in their neighbor-
hood thus, unfold unlimited
opportunities for educator
empowerment, he added. In
this context, Prof Amil
Choudhury, Dean, School of
Technology and Manage-
ment at USTM said that this
yvear CBSE has selected
USTM for principals’ expo-
sure visit apart from six other
institutions including TERI
School Of Advanced Stud-
1es New Delhi, Indian Insti-
tute of Technology
(andhinagar, Asian Acad-
emy of Film Television
Noida, Indian Institute of
Technology Tirupati, Whis-
tling Woods International
Mumbai, and Indian Insti-
tute of Management—Raipur.
The resource persons from
USTM were: Dr E Karim, Dr
Azmol H Barbhuiya, Dr
Monalisa Bora Deka, Dr

Alika Borgohain, Dr
Baharul Islam, Dr K Aye, Dr
S Gazi, Dr Nitu Borgohain,
Dr Deboja Sharma, Dr
Moutushi  Das, Dr
Mehjabin Rahman, Dr
Papiya Dutta, Dr Palme
Borthakur. Dr Nirmaljit
Singh Kalsi, Chairman, Na-
tional Council for Voca-
tional Education and Train-
ing took an online session
on“Up-scaling of Skill Edu-
cation 1n line with NEP
20207, Several sessions
took place on both days.
The participating schools
in the program were Christ
International School Ban-
galore, Mahavir Senior
Model School Delhi, RS
Jhunjhunwala International
School Gujarat, Poddar In-
lernational School
Maharashtra, Manipal
School, Brahmani Public
School Odisha, DPS
Ahomgaon Guwahati, Fac-
ulty HS School North
Guwahat, Sharada
Vidyanmiketan Public School
Mangalore, Kendriya
Vidyalaya no.l1 Kunjaban,
KV NFR Maligaon, Ideal

English Senior Second-
ary School Manipur,
Livingstone Founda-
tion International, PM
Shri KV Khanapara,
Holy Brook Sr. Sec.
School, North East Pub-
lic School Udalgun,
Army Public School
PRTC Bangalore, SBOA
Public School
Guwahati, The Priceton
School, Sree Swami
Vivekananda Higher
Primary School,
Kendriya Vidyalaya
NEHU Shillong, Army
Public School Shillong,
SJ Patel Eng School
Gujarat, Delhi World
Public School Haryana,
Jnana Ganga Central
School, Dr. M Ramanna
Shetty Memorial En-
glish Medium High
School, Kendriya
Vidyalaya ONGC
Agartala, Kendriya
Vidyalaya Assam Uni-
versity, Kendriya
Vidyalaya Arzawl, Buha
School Sikkim and King-
cup Public School
Itanagar.
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ECONOMICS TIMES (P-6), 02 MAY 2024

For those who thought sendihg our
youngsters abroad to actually study..

nerican Campuses

(Going

Reputations make you see one thing, and blind to another
For yet-to-viksit Indians, no matter how well-versed with
theworld they are, proper nouns like JNU,JamiaMilliaand
Jadavpur University conjure uponiyvisionsof student pro-
tests, clashes, sloganeering, and what selectively genteel
sensibilities process as ‘radical’, or even ‘anti-national’. It
is keeping this anarchic vision of non-II'T, non-IIM higher
education in mind that they do everything within their po-
wers and pelf to pack their precious kids off abroad so that
they can study, and not get caught up in this kind of ‘only-
in-India’ bakwaas. Well, here goes your bubble.
Overthelastfew weeks, campuses in ‘First World’ Ameri-
ca—not in ‘ghettoes’ or boondocks, mind you— have been
out-JNU-Jamia-Jadavpuring themselves. On Wednesday;
ABVP... oops, anti-pro-Palestinian groups clashed with pro-
testersat UCLA. Eyewitnesses claim that campus security
personnellooked on while attackers and protestersthrash-
editout. Familiar,eh?Placeslike University of Austin in Tex-
ashaveresortedtoonline classesasaresult. Forthose here
who think that institutions with protesting students only
have students protesting and noacademicactivities, compa-
risonsfrom Americaare showingthat students can be politi-
cally activeandpursue studies. Yes, even inour anarchj(_: JJJs.
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UK clai

MILLENNIUM POST, 02 MAY 2024

ms drastic drop

in student dependents
after visa crackdown

LONDON: The UK gov-
ernment has welcomed
a “significant fall” in the
number of dependents, or
close family members such
as a spouse and children,
accompanying Overseas
students after its crackdown
on student visas effective
from early this year.

In an update issued on
Tuesday for the period of
January to March this year
compared to the same period
in 2023, the Home Office
said that dependents had
drastically fallen by almost
80 per cent amid over 26,000
fewer student visa applica-
tions made.

British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak said in a state-
ment on social media that
the figures mean that his
changes to the country’s visa
system were working.

“The number of students
bringing family members
and dependants to the UK
was too high. This wasn't
fair,” he said.

“Our changes are work-

The Home

Office said that
dependents had
drastically fallen
by almost 80%
amid over 26,000
fewer student visa
applications made

M

ing - student dependant
numbers are now down by
80 per cent,” he said.
Under rules effective
from January, most interna-
tional students except those
on research courses cannot
bring along family members.
They can nolonger switch
their visa either before com-
pleting their course, which
the government claimed
misused the student visa
as a “backdoor” to work in
the UK amid a wider Home
Office clampdown on insti-
tutions “selling immigration
not education’”. AGENCIES
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TiMes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
has stayed a decision of the Di-
rectorate of Education (DoE)

asking private unaided scho--

ols, allotted land by govt, to seek
its prior nod before hiking fee.

Justice C Hari Shankar
granted interim relief on a pe-
tition by “Action Committee
Unaided Recognised Private
Schools” challenging the
March 27 DoE order and said
the decision was “objectionab-
le” and could not be allowed.

Seeking the response of
the directorate, the court said
that the operation of the im-
pugned circular dated March
27,2024 issued by the DoE shall
stand stayed till the next date
of hearing and posted the mat-
ter for July 31.

In the circular, DoE had in-
structed all the heads of scho-
ols/managers of private re-
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HC stays DOE order on need for prlor
sanction for fee hike by private schools

R S

COURT SAYS

The principle that private unaided schools do not
have to seek prior approval before enhancing their
fees, so long as they do not indulge in profiteering or

commercialisation of education by charging

capitation fees...remains undisturbed till date

PR S NPT S T E AT T

— . —

" 4

cognised unaided schools, al-
lotted land on the condition of
seeking prior sanction for in-
crease in fee, to submit any
such proposals for increase in
fees for the academic session
2024-25 by April 15. It added
that if no proposal was sub-
mitted by the school, there wo-
uld not be an increase in the
fee, and any complaint in this
regard would be viewed serio-
usly and make the school liab-
le for action according to the
statutory provisions.

The court, however, cited

earlier verdicts to note that an
unaided recognised private
schoolwasnotrequired totake
prior approval of DoE before
increasing its fees, irrespecti-
ve of whether the “land clau-
se” applied to it, and therefore,
the “schools cannot be driven
tolitigation” on thisissue. The
DoE’s order, the court said,
was “directly contrary” to the
law laid down by it.

“T am constrained, at this
stage, to enter a somewhat un-
happy comment. The princi-
ple that private unaided scho-

ols do not have to seek prior
approval before enhancing
their fees, so long as they do
not indulge in profiteering or
commercialisation of educa-
tion by charging capitation fe-
es.. as enunciated in (another
case by) Action Committee
Unaided Recognized Private
Schools, remains undisturbed
till date, though the decision is
under challenge,” the court
further noted.

“DoE, howsoever, dissatis-
fied it may be with the judg-
ment of this court, has to re-
spectit,solongasitstands.”

Justice Shankar observed
that the “attitude of DoE in
continuously issuing circu-
lars threatening recognised
unaided schools with action
in the event of their increa-
sing their fees without obtai-
ning prior approval of the
DoE is objectionable, and.can-
not be allowed.” A\
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Helen Benedict is Professor
of Journalism at Columbia
University. Speaking to
Srijana Mitra Das at
Times Evoke, she explains the
wave of student protests for
Palestine across US campuses:

Why has peace in Palestine become such a big
movement in American universities?

m I can speak from the context of Columbia
which has become aleader in
this —the main motivation is
the appalling toll on lives in
Gaza. Over 34,000 people have
been bombed or starved. Over
14,000 children have been
killed, with 20,000 orphans
left. This brutal response by
Israel to Hamas’ horrible attack on October 7
has shocked young people, including many who
knew nothing about Palestine or Israel —
people simply can't bear the inhumanity of it.

What are these student protesters’ demographics?
m Columbia has a great mix from across the
world — we have Muslim students from Arab
and non-Arab regions as well as many Jewish
and South Asian students. So, this is a very
international group. Some protesters are

INSPIRE: Black Lives Matter protests held hope

Palestinian, some are Jewish, some are neither
— they're just young people who are concerned
about violence, oppose war and support peace.

Are these protests inspired by recent American
movements for feminism, against racism, etc.?

w Certainly. The Black Lives Matter protests
of 2020 and 2011’s Occupy Wall Street move-
ment are inspirational. While most under-
graduates are probably too young to have
participated in Occupy, they've heard about it.
They are also well-read and know the history
and tradition of protests in America, They
know of the late 1960s-early 1970s struggles
against the Vietnam War and the 19905’ pro-
tests against apartheid in South Africa

they ve taken pages from those histories.

TIMES OF INDIA, 02 MAY 2024

N

US student protests seeking peace in Gaza
are the new anti-Vietnam War movement’

Photos: Getty Images

IMAGINE: Student protests have long roots in the United States — the current ones, starting at Columbia University (L), seeking peace in Palestine,
elicit comparisons with demonstrations against America’s war in Vietnam in the 1960s-1970s (R) which compelled the US government to rethink

What response are these protests getting beyond
campuses now?

m It’s two-sided. There is a huge wave of
protests, not just by students but all over the
US against the relentless violence in Gaza.
There is a very widespread
desire for a ceasefire. How-

AN

instead of consulting faculty, all we've seen are
actions which look like brutal suppressions of
the freedom of speech — that is a
Constitutional right in America, so it looks very
bad. This attitude has also come from a narra-

tive spun by far-right Repub-

licans, extremist Christian

ever, largely as a result of the Tlmes groups and white nationalists
punitive actions of the admin- eVOKe who portray these protests
istration at Columbia, this unfairly as being anti-Semitic.
has become a flashpoint for AMERICANA That is a ploy to distract from

outside protesters represent-
ing extremism of all sides. They come to
Broadway, stand outside our campus gates
and shout hateful things, some against
Palestinians and some against Israelis.
Unfortunately, public perception in places
has mixed up those people with

our students. I want to empha-

sise —also as a professor of jour-
nalism — that parts of the press
have got this wrong. For the most
part, our students have been calm
and unaggressive. There’s been too
much focus on hate-filled extrem-
ists and several attempts to paint all
students with the same brush. We
even have students here who lost
family and friends in the Hamas and
Gaza attacks — yet, I haven’t seen poor
behaviour by them.

V\l\

The protests are being met with extraordinary
force by American authorities — how does
this reflect on the US promise of
freedom of speech and democratic -
expression?

m Not well. The Columbia admin-
istration has been punitive and
suppressive from the start. We
know mn own students but

A STU- DENT Campuses
can Impact US elections

DOW T

what’s happening in Gaza and
how the US government is paying for weapons.

On what charges are students being detained?
m Students here were arrested for trespassing
— this is ironic because they are tui-
tion-paying members on their own
campus. Also, when the arrests
started, they had just penned them-
selves on a square on campus
which is not in anyone’s path.
They were not blocking the uni-
versity’s functioning. Even the
chief of the patrol force who did
the arresting said the students
presented a danger to no-one.
They were peacefully express-
ing their beliefs — when the
police says that, clearly some-

thing's wrong.

Nore

Could these protests impact
US politics in an election year?
m It could go either way. There is
huge criticism of President Biden'’s
continuation of support to Israel
- however, that doesn't mean an-
gered students will necessarily turn
to Donald Trump.

Could Gaza become America’s new anti-
Vietnam War movement?
® Italveady has. I haven't seen protests like

these about anything outside the US for along
time. There were large marches in 2003
against the Iraq War but those didn't sweep
campuses to this degree.

What do you say to critics who posit these protests
reflect an elite or uninformed ‘woke’ mentality?

= That’s not my definition of ‘woke' — that's a
very right-wing understanding. All these words
are reductive though and don't really describe
human beings. [ am heartened by these protests

INSIST: Occupy Wall Street took on inequality

- they show how young people coming up care
about justice and lives. They also care about the
planet — they know how deeply devastating
war is for the environment. There is a heartfelt
humanitarian impulse behind these protests
which [ admire -- it bodes well for the future.

Times Evoke Americana is an occasional
series on news and views from the USA

Share your thoughts at:
roup.com
Read Times Evoke online at:
www.timesofindia.indial
india/times-evoke
>
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Anti-Gaza War Demonstrations: NYPD Clears Occupied Columbia Building, Mayor Blames ‘Outside Agitators’

mericanuniversities we-
reonedge Wednesday af-
ter police officers from
New York to Los Angeles ente-
red campuses where pro-Pa-
lestinian demonstrators had
erected encampments and sei-
zed academic buildings.
Mayor Eric Adams of New
York said that about 300 protes-
ters had been arrested Tuesday
night at City College of New
York and at Columbia Universi-
tv. where police officers in riot
gear cleared a building that had
been occupied for nearly a day
toprotest Israel’s war in Gaza.
At the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles, police offi-
cers intervened before dawn
Wednesday to break up violent
clashes between pro-Palestini-
zn demonstrators and coun-
terprotesters, hours after ad-
miniswrators declared an en-
czampmenton campus illegal.
At Tulane University in
New Orleans, 14 people had be-
en arrested, administrators sa-
id, as state and local forces hel-
ped campus police disperse
protesters. Atthe University of
Arizona, campus police spray-
e chemicals as they brokeupa
demonstration. Other protest
cncampments around the co-
. erestillstanding. Some
snstrators have said that
i nothackdown, posing
Jenge for university ad-
tors who want to pro-
cfreepaeechrights whilemi
npcampusdisraption
i hesat UCLA erup
proteters tried
i prrade barricades,
ooden pallets
SR ecncampiment
DL Paleinian protes
ety N fireworke

Ity

aer

i

ant

TIMES OF INDIA, 02 MAY 2024

Clashes In UCLA; 300 Held On NY Campuses

At Brown & Northwestemn univs, rare agreement between admmlstrators and protesters

s pro-Palestinian protests continued to escalate across the country, officials and students at Brown University set a rare example on Tue-

sday: They made a deal. Demonstrators agreed to dismantle their encampment at Brown, which had been removed by Tuesday evening,
and university officials said they would discuss, and later vote on, divesting funds from companies connected to the Israeli military campaign
in Gaza. In Northwestern University’s suburban Chicago campus, two unoccupied tents remained, surrounded by abandoned folding chairs,
cases of bottled water and other supplies. Student organisers and the school announced an agreement late Monday to curb protest activity —
inreturn fora new advisory committee on university investments and other commitments. The agreement lets protests continue through
June 1but bars all tents except one for aid supplies. It also prevents people without ties to Northwestern from participating. nvteae

exploding over and in the en-
campment. People threw cha-
irs and other objects. Some
screamed  pro-Jewish  com-
ments as pro-Palestinian pro-
testers tred to fight them off.
Alter o couple of hours of
coufMes bhetween pro-Palestini-

an and pro-Israeli demonstra-
tors at UCLA, police wearing
helmets and face shields slowly
separated the groups and quel-
led the violence. The scene was
calm as day broke. Authorities
have not detailed injuries. Los
Angeles Mayor Karen Bass cal-

led the violence “absolutely ab-
horrent and inexcusable”.

At Columbia, New York Ci-
ty police officers entered cam-
pus after the university requ-
ested help. They cleared a tent
encampment, along  with
Hamilton Hall where a stream

of officers used a ladder to
climb through a second-floor
window. Protesters had seized
the Ivy League school building
about 20 hours earlier: Police
loaded dozens of detainees on-
to a bus, their hands bound be-
hind their backs by zip-ties, the

scene illuminated with the
flashing red and blue lights of
police vehicles. The police ac-
tion happened on the 56th anni-
versary of a similar move to
quash the occupation of Ha-
milton Hall by students protes-
tingracismand Vietnam War
University Prez Minouche
Shafik asked police to stay on
campus until at least May 17 —
two days after graduation. Sha-
fik said the occupiers had van-
dalised property. Mayor Ada-
ms blamed the Columbia prot-
est on outside agitators. Pres-
sed, however, about identities
of the “outside agitators” cited
by the mayor, officials repeated-
ly declined to provide details.
On Wednesday, over 100 pec-
ple, most identifying themsel-
ves as Columbia faculty. march-
ed near the campus, chanting
slogans, including “How many
kids did you arrest teday?”
Blocks away from Colum-
bia, at City College of New
York, demonstrators were in a
standoff with policeoutside the
public college’s main gate Vi-
deo posted online by reporters
late Tuesday showed officers fo-
reingsome people to the ground
and shovingothers as thev clea-
red the street and sidewalks.
More than 1,300 protesters
havebeen taken into custody on
US campuses since 108 were ar
vested at Columbia on April 18,
according toa tally by NYT
Officials at Portland State
University in Oregon urged pr
otesters o leave a library th
they had occupied. The police
also moved Into an encamp
mentat the University of Nov
Carolina at Chapel Hull, ar
Ing 30 people, but protest
urned later in the day s

B B
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, US Universities Lo

ok Like Battlezones. Here’s Why

Students got mad_vyh_en the first protests led to suspensions. Police action made it worse.
Now, politicians have joined in, given this is a presidential election year

Ananya Khera

he Israel-Palestine question, charges of anti-

Semitism and Islamophobia, and fights over

free speech are tearing US universities at the

seams. The latest escalation began at Columbia
University, where president Minouche Shafik called the
police - rather than campus security — on students. The
students had been protesting the Gaza violence, and for
their universities to divest from companies that profit
from Israeli occupation. The last time the university
called the police on protesting students was in 1968, at
the peak of protests against the Vietnam War.

How did protests spread across American campuses? |
This drastic action at Columbia sparked demonstrations
of solidarity across the country by student groups and
some faculty members, with encampments at NYU,
Yale, MIT, Brown, UT Austin, Emory, USC and many
others. More than 1,000 protesters have been arrested.
Graduation ceremonies have been cancelled at some
institutions, classes have moved online in others.
Universities have taken adim view of the demonstra-
tions. Powerful pro-Israel voices, right-wing politicians
and media have smeared the protests as displaying violent
intent towards Israel, support to Hamas, and anti-Semi-
tism. The pro-Palestine student groups have explicitly
distanced themselves from all forms of hate and bigotry;
they also include many Jewish students and teachers.

What has been the reaction of authorities? | This
confrontation began building right after the Oct 7 attack
by Hamas. Student groups in support of Palestine were
suspended at many universities, including Harvard. USC
prohibited valedictorian Asna Tabassum from dglwe
ring her commencement speech because she had linked
toa page criticising Zionism. Students have been arrested
for staging sit-ins, for occupying campus buildings.

In Dec, members of a congressional committee
grilled the presidents of Harvard, MIT and UPel_m,
asking them whether calling for an intifada, apd using
{he slogan ‘from the river to the sea’ - which they

interpreted as a call for genocide of Jews - violated
campus policies. The presidents of Harvard and Yale
resigned after their cautious answers prompted condem-
nation. Republicanmember Elise Stefanik declared her
intention to “expose the rot in our most prestigious
higher education institutions”. Even the White House
weighed in, calling the protests anti-Semitic.

Is American politics involved? | This is the latest flash-
point in an ongoing war over higher education. Progres-
sive students have called for more diversity, equity and
inclusion inadmissions and campus policy. They are alert

™ 9 T

to race, gender and power differentials. They call out the
complicity of their own institutions. Conservatives call
this woke indoctrination. They blame an increasingly
diverse faculty for being overwhelmingly liberal. They
say universities are diluting the prestige of degrees by
trying to create equal opportunity echo-chambers.

Most leading universities in US are private, substanti-
ally run by philanthropic donations. Twenty elite institu-
tions get nearly half of the total endowments. These
endowments are invested in large companies. Protesting
students areseeking transparency about their universities’
portfolios, and asking them to divest from businesses aid-
ing injustice in Israel, including weapons and tech firms.

Alumni and donors, who tend to be wealthy and

conservative, are waging their own campaigns against
anti-Semitism. Prominent billionaires have cancelled
their gifts, with one declaring the whole project of
diversity and inclusion ‘racist and illegal’. Some finance
and law firms have blacklisted protesting students and
taken back job offers. Universities are pressured to
comply with their mega-donors.

Democratic Party is also caught in a pincer, with
Republicans using the campus unrest to polarise, and
young progressives rejecting the justifications of the US
military-industrial complex and its bond with Israel Biden
lamenting the violence in Gaza, even as he supplies arms
to Israel, does not compute for this set of voters.

Will the protests impact American universities in the
long term? | US universities have been struggling for a
while, as their credibility and worth are questioned from
the left and right. Undergraduate enrolment is falling,
with a 15% drop between 2010 and 2021. Americans who
express confidence in higher education slid from 57% in
2015 to 36% even before this latest face-off. US Supreme
Court has banned affirmative action in admissions.
Tenuresystem for faculty isunder strain, with much of the
teachingload falling on poorly paid adjunct instructors.
The university’s traditional commitment to free
speech is cracking. Arrests, suspensions and recruitment
boycotts have been wielded against the students protes-
ting the merciless assault in Gaza, where 35,000 people
havebeenKkilled, most of them women and children, where
hospitals have been destroyed and aid workers attacked.

What will these protests achieve? | They have certainly
wrenched attention to the violence in Gazaand its links to
the US establishment. They are a cry of the conscience,
much like the student protests against racial segregation
oragainst the Vietham War. As Berkeley student activist
Mario Savio famously said in 1964: “There’s a time when
the operation of the machine becomes so odious, makes
yousosickatheartthat youcan’ttake part! Youcan’'teven
passively take part! And you've got to put your bodies
upon the gears and upon the wheels, upon the levers,
upon all the apparatus -and you've got to make it stop!”
v::a 74
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