
States' Spend on Education Slipping 
The share of education spending in aggregate expenditure of states/UTS has been 
witnessing a declining trend over the past decade, according to an ET analysis. 
For the cUrrent financial year, as many as 27 of the 31 states/UTS analysed have 
budgeteda lower proportion of expenditure on education than the average 
spends in the pre-pandemic period (FY16-20). Ishaan Gera takes a look: 
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IITMadras Aims to Incubate l00 
Startups in Various Sectors in '24 
Institute expects to close FY24 with 366 patents, says director 

Our Bureau 

New Delhi: The Indian In 
stitute of Technology Madras 
(IIT-M) aims to incubate at least 
100 startups across various 
sectors in 2024, its director V 
Kamakoti has said. 
"For 2024, we have a lot more 

exciting initiatives and socially 
relevant projects that would 
greatly benefit the nation," 
Kamakoti said while revealing 
the roadmap of things to come 
in 2024 at IIT-Mon Tuesday. "We 
are looking at closing this 
financial year (March 31, 2024) 
with 366 patents. We will try our 
best to see one patent a day. We 
are also looking at starting 100 
startups in 2024." 
IIT Madras' Incubation Cell � 

recognised as one of India's top 
deep-tech start-up ecosystems 
is the institute's umbrella body 
for cultivating, aiding, and 
supervising numerous in 
novation and entrepreneurship 
projects. 
The incubation cell has alrea 

dy nurtured more than 350 
startups while raising north of 
10,425 crore and creating more 
than 8,800 jobs. It has more than 
100 startups in the pipeline. 
Highlighting the work done by 

IIT-M incubatedstartups, 
Kamakoti said, "We are also 
seeing a lot of interesting tech 

ISTOCK 

nologies coming up through 
Hyperloop startup, ePlane, 
Agnikul Cosmos, and Mind 
grove Technologies, all of 
which are IIT Madras-incuba 
ted startups. These startups 
will deliver products, which 

will be of great national impor 
tance."9 
JandKOps, an IIT-M-incuba 

ted firm, in 2023 developed an 
indigenous mobile operating 
system-called BharOS-that 
can benefit India's one billion 
mobile phone users. 
This software can be installed 

on commercial off-the-shelf 
handsets and is being provided 
to organisations that have 
stringent privacy and security 
requirements and whose users 

handle sensitive information 
that requires confidential 
communications on restricted 
apps on mobiles. Such users 
require access to private cloud 
services through private 5G 
networks. 
In consonance with the vision 

of promoting interdisciplinary 
courses in the National Educa 
tion Policy, 2020, Kamakoti said, 
"We are also looking forward to 
launching a new school on 
interdisciplinary sciences. It is 
very important as today, we are 
moving towards interdisci 
plinary education." 
The institute has set up a 

departmnent of medical science 
and technology which will offer 
a first-of-its-kind four-yearBS 
programme inmedical sciences 
and engineering. The course 
offers an interdisciplinary 
approach to prepare students 
for designing life-saving medi 
caldevices, drug discovery, AI 
in medicine, and fundamental 
medicalresearch. 

IIT- M was rankedNolin the 
'overall' category for the fifth 
consecutive year in NIRF's 
India 2023 ranking. It became 
the first-ever IIT to launch a 
campus in a foreign country in 
2023. The campus set up inm 
Zanzibarwill offer BS and 

MTech programmes in data 
science and artificial intel 
ligence. 
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UGC launches annual capacity 
building plan for training and 
skill development of employees 
OUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: The University 
Grants Commission (UGC) has 
become the first autonomous 
organisation to have launched 
an annual capacity building plan 
after the Centre established the 
Capacity Building Commission 
in 2021, according to officials. 

The annual capacity build 
ing plan (ACBP) was oficially 
launched on Tuesday by UG� 
chairman M Jagadesh Kumar in 
the presence of R Balasubrama 
nium, Member HR, Capacity 

Building Commission. 

millenniumpost 
WEDNESDAY, 3JANUARY, 2024 | NEW DELHI 

"UGC is the first autono 
mous organisation to have ini 
tiated planning for the capacity 
building of its employees in col 
laboration with CBC. The ACBP 

is a comprehensive plan outlin-
ing interventions essential for 
enhancing individual officials' 
competencies and the overall 
capacity of UGC. 

"The plan is derived from 
a robust capacity need ass assess 
ment exercise that was done 
with UGC officials and staff over 
a period of six months starting 
from March, 2023, Kumar said. 

The UGC chief explained 
that the idea is to build, develop 
and enhance the abilities, tal-
ents, competencies, efficiency 
and qualifications of UGC 
employees to increase their 
capacity to serve the higher 
education system in India. 

Through the initiative, UGC 
employees will be trained in 
four key areas - behavioral, 

functional, domain and tech 
nology competencies. 

Behavioral competencies 
will help the UGC staff take 

up bigger roles than what they 
normally perform. Functional 
competencies will help the UG 
staff perform better in adminis 
tration, procurement and finan 
cial management. Enhancing 
domain competencies help 
them perform better in spe 
cialised fields such as policy 
making or project management. 

Training in newer tech 
nology competencies will help 
them realise shorter turnaround 
time and improve eficiency. 
better digital record keeping 
and utilise technology platforms 
to reach out to stakeholders," 
he said. 
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Infrastructure growth, 
Cxpansion: DU VC 
outlines 633cr plan 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK 

New Delhi: Delhi Universi 
ty vice chancellor Yogesh 
Singh has outlined a com 
prehensive plan for infrast 
ructure development, with 
an estimated allocation of Rs 
1,633.6 crore for the projects. 

Addressing a gat 
hering at the VC's offi 
ce lawn on Monday 
Singh said a new buil 
ding of the Institution 
of Eminence (1OE) 
will be constructed, as 
well as an IOE hostel and 
computer centre. The library 

will also be expanded. 
Two new academic 

blocks have been planned at 
the Delhi College of Econo 
mics while the Faculty of 
Technology is expected to be 
expanded. A campus in Su 
rajmal Vihar and an acade 
micblock at Dwarka are also 
in the works. New const 
ruction is expected to begin 
by April. Renovation in va 
rious places will also be 

completed," Singh said. 
The 100th convocation 

ceremony of DU will be held 
in February the VCadded. 

Singh went on to high 
light the university's ac 
complishments in 2023 "due 

to the commendable perfor 
mance of everyone". Com 
mending the collective effort, 
he said 3,716 appointments 
and 5,979 promotions for tea 
chers took place last year. 

Singh added that there 
was a 13% increase in rese 

arch publications in Scopus 
indexed journals du 
ring the past one ye 
ar. He highlighted 
the rise in the HIn 
dex rankings, from 
230 to 268, reflecting 
the enhanced quality 

of research by faculty mem 
bers. Besides, DU signed 33 

MoUs with foreign universi 
ties last year, fostering glo 
bal collaboration. 

Singh said the university 
secured the top position in 
India and 220th globally in 
the QS World University 
Rankings: Sustainability 
2024, showcasing an impro 
vement from the previous 
year. He stressed the univer 
sity was committed to furt 
her enhance its nationaland 
international rankings and 
aspiresto secure a position 
among India's top 10 univer 
sities in the National Insti 
tutional Ranking Fram 
ework and the top 400 global 
institutions. 
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Harvard prez 
resigns amid 
plagiarism 

accusations 
aced withanew round of 
accusations over plagia 
rism inher scholarly wo 

rk, Harvard's president Clau 
dine Gay announced her re 
signation Tuesday, becoming 
the second Ivy League leader 

to lose her job 
in recent we 
eks amid a fi 
restorm inte 
nsified by the 
ir widely der 
ided congr 

essional testimonyregarding 
antisemitism on campus. 

The resignation of Gay 
marked an abrupt end to a 
turbulent tenure that began 
in July Her stint wasthe shor 
test of any president in the 
history of Harvard since its 
founding in 1636. She was the 
institution's first black presi 
dent, and the second woman 
to lead the university. 

Over thelast month, plagi 
arism accusations had surfa 
ced against Gay, thepresident 
of Harvard, signalling that 
the attacks on her qualifica 

: tions to lead the Ivy League 
university are continuing, 
and miring the university de 
eper in debate over whether 
Harvard holds its president 
and its students to the same 
standard. The latest accusa 
tions were circulated through 
an unsigned complaint pub 
lished Monday in Washing 
ton Free Beacon, a conserva 
tive online journal that has 
led a campaign against Gay 
over the past few weeks. The 
new comnplaint added accusa 
tions of plagiarism to about 
40 that had already been cir 
culated inthe same way, appa 
rently by the same accuse. 

Support for Gay began 
eroding after what some saw 
as the university's initial fai 
lure to forcefully condemn 
the Hamas attack on Israel 
and some pro-Palestinian stu 
dent responses. Outrage aga 
inst her rose after Gay gave 
what critics saw as lawyerly, 
evasive answers before Cong 
ress when asked whether 
calls for the genocide of Je 
wish people were violations 
of school policies. NYT U 
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The Tribune 
GURUGRAM WEDNESDAY3 JANUARY 2024 

J&K first UT to implement 
PMVishwakarma Yojana 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

JAMMU, JANUARY2 

In a significant step towards 
empowering the craftsman 
community, enhancing their 
competence, making them 
self-reliant as well as equip 
ping thenm with industry-rele 
vant skills, J&Ktoday became 
the first UT of country to 
launch the prestigious PM 
Vishwakarma Yojana (PMVY) 
from Industrial Training Insti 
tute (IT), Shopian. 

The scheme was launched 

virtually by Adviser to Lieu 
tenant Governor, Rajeev Rai 
Bhatnagar, along with Secre 

tary, Union Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entrepre 
neurship, Atul Kumar Tiwari 
with the first batch of 30 
trainees (Viswakarmas) of darzi 
craft beingimparted training at 
ITI-Shopian from today. 

The Adviser said it was a 
proud moment for entire Jam 

mu andKashmir that with the 
support of the Central Gov 
ernment, the UT had become 
the first UT in the country to 

30 BEGIN TRAINING 
AT ITI-SHOPIAN 

The first batch of 30 trainees 
(Viswakarmas) of darzi 

craft started its training at 
Industrial Training Institute 
(T), Shopian, on Tuesday 
Under PMVY, artisans and 
craftsmen get basic training 
offive to seven days and 
advanced training of 15 days 
or more, with a stipend of 
7500 per day 
The scheme also provides 
modern toolkit of 15,000 
free of cost to trained Vish 

wakarmas besides soft loans 
and marketing support 

JAMM 

start this programme. 
He said PMVY is an impor 

tant scheme as it aims to pro 
vide recognition training tool 
kits certification marketing 
support and soft loans to 
empower our craftsmen He 
also underscored that this 
scheme is also committed to 
honouring and empowering 
artisans who immensely con 

Our nation as a whole. 

The Adviser further high 
lighted that the present L-G 
led administration is commit 
ted towards fostering a culture 
of skill environment across the 
region in order to create maxi 
mum employment avenues 
for the youth. The scheme will 
be operationalised in all dis 
tricts of J&K soon. 

Speaking on the occasion, 
the MSDESecretary highlight 
ed the basic objectives of the 
scheme. PMVY is an initiative 
of the Central Government 
launched in Septermber 2023. 

The scheme aims at recog 
nising artisans and crafts 
through PM Vishwakarma 
certificate and ID card as well 
basic training of five to seven 
days and advanced training of 15 days or more, with 
stipend of Rs 500 per day. The 
scheme will also provide 
modern toolkit of Rs 15,000 
free of cost to trained Vish 
wakarmas besides linkage 
with credit-based soft loans 
and marketing support for 
expansion of their business. tribute towards the economy of 
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VPto attend SKUAST 
COnvOcationtomorow 
JAMMU, JANUARö2 
Vice-President 
Dhankhar will participate in 
the 8th convocation ceremo 
ny of Shere-Kashmir Univer 
sity of Agricultural Sciences 
& Technology (SKUAST) 
here Thrsday and confer 
medals and degrees to meri 
torious students. 

Jagdeep 

An official spokesman said 
Jammu and Kashmir Lieu 
tenant Governor Manoj Sin 
ha will preside over the func 
tion. Dhankhar will lead the 
academic procession and 
award nedals to outstanding 
students, he added. Sinha, 

the Chancellor of SKUAST 
Jammu, will confer degrees to 
professionals in agriculture 
and veterinary sciences. 

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar 

The 8th convocation will be 
held in the state-of-the-art 
Baba Jitto Auditorium of 
SKUAST-Jammu at Chatha 
campus. Gold medals, merit 
certificates, and degrees will 
be awarded to mnore than 500 
graduates and post-graduates 
Masters and PhD) students 
of the University, the 
spokesman said.-PTI ti 
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Eyeing LS poll, Modi unveils 
projects worth t20K cr in TN 
SHUBHADEEP CHOUDHURY 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, JANUARY2 
Not counting alone on the 
infrastructural push, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Tuesday simultaneously 
heaped praise on Tamil tra 
ditions and culture to 
endear himself to the people 
of Tamil Nadu before the 
Lok Sabha elections. 

While dedicating to the 
nation and laying the foun 
dation stone of projects 
worth Rs 20,000 crore in 
Tiruchirappalli in Tamil 

Nadu today, Modi said that 
he mentioned Tamil culture 
at every opportunity during 
his travels abroad. 

The Prime Minister said the 
establishment of sacred 

Sengol' in the new Parlia 
ment building and Kashi 
Tamil Sangamam and 

Saurashtra Tamil Sangamam 
events organised by the gov 
ernment at his instance were 

efforts directed at creating 
enthusiasm for Tamil culture 

throughout the country. 

HARATHIDASAN UNIVERSITY, TIRU 

PM Narendra Modi presents a degree to a student in Tiruchirappalli on Tuesday. PTI 

Addressing a gathering at 
Tiruchirappalli, the PM 
said Tamil Nadu was a 
reflection of India's pros 
perity and culture. 

Chief Minister MK Stalin, 
Union Minister for Civil Avia 
tion Jyotiraditya Scindia, 
Union Minister of State for 
Information and Broadcast 
ing L Murugan and Governor 
RN Ravi were among those 
present at the function. 

02.01.2 

Tamil Nadu is home to the 
ancient language of Tamil 

and it is a treasure trove of 

cultural heritage" the Prime 
Minister said and mentioned 
saint Thiruvalluvar and Sub-
ramania Bharati among 

those who created magnif-
cent literature. Modi men 
tioned Nobel Laureate CV 
Raman and said the astro 
physicist's memory instilled 
new energy in him whenever 
he visited Tamil Nadu. 

Referring to the rich history 
of Tiruchirappalli, Modi said 
in Tiruchirappalli, one can 

find remnants of good gover 
nance models of old dynas 
ties such as Pallavas, Cholas, 
Pandyas and Nayaks. 

The Prime Minister also 
paid tribute to Vijaykanth 
who passed away recently. He 
said the actor-turned-politi 

cian was a 'captain' not only 
in the field of cinema but also 

in politics. The PM also paid 
tribute to MS Swaminathan 
and recalled the role played 
by him in by him in ensuring food secu 
rity for the country. 
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40% drop in Indians applying for education in Canada 
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 2 

The Indian demand for Cana 
dian education declined sig 
nificantly with the number of 
study permit applications 
processed going down by 
more than 40 per cent since 
July 2023, according to a new 
ly-released data. 

The Canadian Government 

processed almost 1,46,000 
new study permit applica 
tions for Indian nationals 
from July to October 2002. 

But across the same period 
in 2023, it processed fewer 
than 87,000, representing a 
year-over-year decrease of 41 
per cent, data released by 
ApplyBoard, an online plat 
form forinternational student 
recruitment, said. 

This means that almost 
60,000 fewer student visas 
were processed for Indian 
students from July to Octo 
ber 2023 than over the same 
period in 2022. 

From January to June 2023, 
the Canadian Government 
processed 25 per cent more 
study permit applications 
from Indian students than it 
did over the same period in 
2022. The sharp drop comes 
even as the Canadian Govern 
ment announced last month 

that it will more than double 
the cost-of-living financial 
requirement for incoming 
internatiohäl students begin 
ning January 1, 2024. 

So going forth, a single 
applicant will need to show 

HIGH COST OF LIVING TO BLAME 
The reason for the drop in latter part of 
2023 was attributed to a growing number 
of Indian students taking on to social 
media to speak about the hardships they 
faced in Canada, specificaly calling out 
the high cost of living and lack of opportunity promised 

they have 20,635 Canadian 
dollars ($15,181) in addition 
to their first year of tuition 
and travel costs. 

While it remains to be seen 
how the announcement will 

impact international students 
in terms of numbers, the rea 
Son for the drop in later part of 
2023 was attributed to a grow 
ing humber of Ihdiah stí 
dents taking on to social 
media to speak about the 
hardships they faced in Cana 

da, specifically calling out the 
high cost of living and lack of 
opportunity promised. 

The ApplyBoard found 
that between April and 
August of 2023, the number 
of articles written about 
housing in Canada 
increased fivefold versus 
the same period last year. 
Additiörially, the percerita�e 
of content flagged as nega 
tive rose from 12 to 30 per 

financial hardships and 
unemployment challenges 
being a consistent theme. 

In September last year, stu 
dents from Punjab actively 
took to X to speak about 
skyrocketing house rents in 
the country, which was forc 
ing many of them to stay in 
cramped basement setups, 
compromising their safety. 

With the rising cost of living, 
many said they were finding 
it hard to meet their daily 
needs and were forced to seek 

monetary help from parents 
back home. 

A social media user study 
ing in the country spoke 
about how he was sharing a 
basement setup with six other 
students. IANS T cent, with Indian students 
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