
Why is upskillig necessar 
for the rural youth? 

How can youth in rural India be made employment-ready? What are the skills they need to acquire and how 
can the government and NGOs facilitate this? 

Simran Kaur 

The story so far: 
ta group discussion held by 
Life Skills Collaborative, most 
of the rural youth when 
questioned about their 

aspirations for the future said they 
preferred staying in their village. With the 
prevalent trend of urbanisation - the UN 
projects that almost 50% of the Indian 
population will be living in urban areas by 
2047- it is crucial not to overlook those 
who choose to stay behind in villages. 

What is main source of rural income? 
Farming is the main source of rural 
livelihoods, with children from many 
rural families supplementing their 
family's income by working on 
family-owned farms. But the rural 
economy is experiencing a major 
occupational shift with more farmers 
quitting agriculture to join non-farming 
jobs, hinting at an agrarian crisis. The 

National Sample Survey Office data 
recorded 34 million farmers leaving their 
farms and transitioning to other sectors 
such as construction during 2004-05 and 
2011-12. This highlights the need for not 
only making agriculture an aspiring 
vocation among rural youth, but also 
creating alternative employment 
opportunities. 

How can migration be controlled? 
To control migration of these youth to 
urban areas in search of meaningful 
employment, it becomes imperative to 
provide vocational training to students to 
imbibe releyant rural skills in them so that 
they can secure a living where they 
currently live. During discussions at 
schools, it was found that most students' 
educational/employment aspirations were 
limited to choices that were available 
within the vicinity of their villages. 
Upskilling opportunities similar to what 
the Delhi government is trying to achieve 
with the Skills On Wheel' initiative must 

be brought to students' doorsteps. 

What is the current vocational 
education opportunity? 
The current vocational education 
landscape in rural India is interspersed 
with Industrial Training Institutes to 
upskill rural populations, but with little to 
no placement opportuniies. Presently, 
rural education scarcely focuses on skill 
development, a blow to the majority of 
youth who reportedly rely on schools to 
learn life skills. The LSC Voices 2023 

survey - of 15,856 young people across 11 
districts - revealed that two thirds of 
youth aged between 19 and 22 had never 
taken any kind of vocational training with 
only 5% of them enrolled in these 
courses. If learning is infused with rural 
life skills in schools, rural education will 
have the potential to nurture a generation 
capable of thriving. 

How can education be improved? 
Effective rural education should be 

tailored such that technical as well as life 
skills, needed to empower youth in these 
areas, become accessible to them through 
formal education. There are many ways 
this could be done, as educational 
evidence from other developing 
economies suggests - such as Mexico's 
tele-schools and Bhutan's 
well-being-infused curriculum. The 
tele-schools provide lessons on subject 
matters as well as values, thereby 
providing a much higher level of access to 
value-based secondary education for 
remote areas where secondary schools 
are scarce. This has shown to have 
trickling benefits in the local economy 
with improved attitudes and increased 
aspirations among children and parents. 

Closer to home, organisations such as 
NIIT Foundation and Pratham Institute 
are working with childreD in rural areas to 
provide upskilling opportunities. Hybrid 
life skilling programs are offered both by 
NIIT in collaboration with UNICE 
through its selflearning platform, and 
Pratham, which offers courses in both 
industry-specific skills (such as in 
healthcare, electrical, construction) and 
life skills. By offering Yural 
Skills in fields like 2griulhaauons 

mechanisation, pollution monitoring, 
nursing and digital technologies via 
e-learning, rural India can boost 
employability in both traditional and 
non-traditional trades, leading to a 
vibrant economy. 

Simran Kaur is an incoming MPP 
student at Kautilya School of Public Policy. 

THE GIST 

Farming is the main source of 
rural livelihoods, with children 
from many rural families 
supplementing their family's 
income by working on 

.family-owned farms. 

The current vocational 
education landscape in rural 
India is interspersed with 
Industrial Training Institutes to 
upskill rural populations, but 

with little to no placement 
opportunities. 

Effective rural education 
should be tailored such that 
technical as well as life skills, 
needed to empower youth in 
these areas, become accessible 
to them through formal 
education. 
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Language and 
urban discontent 
Bursts of aggressive 

Kannada activism seen 
in Bengal°ru emerge 
from a sense of 
alienation in the local 
population over 
govérnance failures 

he intensity of sporadic 
bursts of Kannada actiy 
ism in Karnataka often 
takes onlookers by sur 
prise. There is little in 
mainstream Karnataka 

politics that suggests a prominent 
place for local language activism. 
Unlike some of its neighbours, Karna 
taka has never had an avowedly 
regional party head as its govern 
ment. Even the Janata Dal (Secular), 
whose influence has been confined to 
Karnataka for a while, likes to keep up 
the pretence of being a national party. 
And yet it would be facile to treat the 
spurts of aggressive activism, like the 
recent attacks on non-Kannada sign 
boards in Bengaluru, as just the acts 
of a few vagrants. These bursts of 
aggressive Kannada activism tend to 
rise when there isa sense of aliena 
tion in the local population over a spe 
cific issue. 

Kannada activism first made its 
presence felt in the 1980s with the 
Gokak agitation for the primacy of 
Kannada in Karnataka. As Karnataka 

brought together regions with diverse 

was what held the state together. The 
1980s was also the time when the 
state's dependence on what was then 
Bangalore began to grow. It did not 
help that Bangalore was, in that dec 
ade, in the final stages of integrating 
its cantonment with its city. Banga 
lore cantonment had been set up to 
protect the interests of the British 
crown at a time when the 
rest of India was still under 
the East India Company. It 
was set up in a princely 
state, Mysore, rather than a 
presidency area directly 
ruled by the Company. To 
further insulate the canton 
ment from the territories 
around it, the population 
was brought in from outside 
Mysore, and the language of its streets 
was English and Tamil. The Canton 
ment, being ruled directly by the Brit 
ish, outgrew the city of Bengaluru 
which was under princely Mysore. 

cast away lightly. Kannada activism 
receded into the background, but it 
had demonstrated its potential to 
intervene aggressively on issues 
where the local population felt 
aggrieved. 

The coming of Independence 
meant these arrangements no longer 
had any meaning, but changing the 
language on the streets took longer. 
As the city spread to engulf Kannada 
speaking villages, there was a grOwing 
demand to emphasise the Kannada 
element of its culture. This took a 
variety of forms, culminating in 
changing the name from Bangalore to 
Bengaluru. Once the official domi 
nance of Kannada was established, 
the city soon realised it had little rea 
son to keep English out. The informa 
tion technology boom and the coming 
of call centres made the access to 
English education the city provided to 
the poor an asset that was not to be 

The potency of Kannada activists as 
stormtroopers on specific issues was 
heightened a decade later when they 

effectively converted the dis 
pute oyer the sharing of Cau 
very river water with Tamil 
Nadu into a mobilisation 
around Kannada. Since then, 
there have been sporadic 
bouts of Kannada activism 
prompted by concerns of the 
local population, which are 
not reflected in the socio-po 
litical discourse. And the cur 

rent spurt is no exception. 

Narendar 
Pani 

This round of dissatisfaction emer 
ges fromn the specifics of Karnataka's 
growth. The state's economy has 
become increasingly dependent on 
Bengaluru, and the political class 
seems keen to further strengthen this 
dichotomy. While there are periodic 
statements about developing other 
cities in the state, the approach is 
entirely capital intensive with little 
hope of the local population taking an 
active part in the process. While land 
OWners get a one-time benefit from 
the sale of land, they are not the main 
beneficiaries in terms ofjobs. And the 
local population is typically priced out 
of secondary benefits like education 
and health facilities. 

The political insensitivity to this 
reality cuts across all political parties. 
State governments have been voted 
out consistently for nearly four dec 

The political management of Kannada activism may maintain a semblance 
of order in the city, but does little to address the underlying dissatisfaction PTI 

ades, but that is dismissed through 
meaningless jargon like anti-incum 
bency. New state governments lose no 
time in reinforcing the practice of 
spending on expensive projects in 
Bengaluru. The current deputy chief 
minister sought 250,000 crore for a 
tunnel in Bengaluru, without even 
waiting for technical evaluations. 
Those on the periphery of the city do 
not see how they will benefit from this 
long hole in the ground, creating a 
sense of dissatisfaction and helpless 
ness. Kannada activism thrives in 
such a mood. As the state government 
spends tens of thousands of crores on 
world-class infrastructure for Benga 
luru, it generates dissatisfaction bor 
dering on anger among those on the 
periphery who cannot see themselves 
benefiting from these projects. Kan 
nada activists are adept at diverting 
this anger to one against "outsiders" 
It may not be entirely accidental that 
much of the destruction in the recent 
round of Kannada activism was on 
the road leading to the newly opened 
world-class Terminal 2 of the Benga 
luru airport. 

The political class is not unduly 
bothered by these rounds of Kannada 
activism. Individual political leaders 
have developed, often clandestine, 
alliances with one set of activists or 
another. This allows politicians to 
make deals with individual activists, 
usually in ways that meet the interests 

of the activists rather than the under 
lying source of public dissatisfaction. 
To facilitate such arrangements, the 

activists confine themselves to super 
ficial demands, like the current one of 
increasing the share of Kannada in 
name boards of shops and companies 
from 50% to 60%. 

The political management of Kan 
nada activismn may maintain a sem 
blance of order in the city, but it does 
little to address the underlying dissat 
isfaction. And voters do not have to 
wait for five years to express their dis 
approval. They can vote differentiy in 
assembly and parliamentary elec 
tions. A year after the Congress came 
to power in 2013, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) won the parliamentary 
elections. Again, a Congress-JD(S) 
government was in power in 2019 
when the BJP swept the parliamen 
tary elections. 

As political parties contin°e to turn 
a blind eye to the dissatisfaction with 
Karnataka's economic strategy, the 
state's policies can be expected to con 
tinue as they are. Kannada activists 

will periodically divert this dissatis 
faction into issues of language, and 
the attention-getting targeting of the 
"outsider". 

Narendar Pani is professor and dean. 
School of Social Sciences, National 

Instiute of Advanced Studies, Bengaluru. 
The views expressed are personal Hr1ed 

histories, from being part of presiden-
cies to being princely states, Kannada 
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FONDLY REMEMBERED BY FORMER COLLEAGUESs FOR CHARISMATIC PERSONALITY, OUT-OF-THE-Box THINKING' 

Prof Uberoi, instrumental in establishing Sociology discipline in India, dies 
ARJUNSENGUPTA 
& MALLICA JOSHI 
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 3 

AN"ECCENTRIC" yet charismatic 
figure, a sociologist who insisted 
on theorising not from the point 
of view of an Indian scholar but 
a global thinker, and an inspira 
tion for his students - JPS 
Uberoi. who taught at Delhi 
School of Economics for three 

decades, passed away at 90 
Wednesday. 

"He was a charismatic fig 
ure.. as a teacher, he had a vway 

of pointing things out that 
completely arrested you. And 

he could do that because of his 
original way of thinking, totally 
at odds from the received wis 
dom and conventional thinking 
that one is used to... He was 
brilliant at taking seemed gwna COT to be self-evident, 
pletely shredding it apart. And 
making you do the job of figur 
ing out what to replace it with." 

Baviskar was his student be 
tween 1986 and 1988 and a col 
league 1994 onwards, when 
she started teaching at D 
School. 

"Indian Sociology.. was 
very much a product of post 
Independence decolonial 

thinking, that we need to un 
derstand our own society, as it 
changes and modernises... But, 
at the same time, it led to what 
has been called Indian excep 
tionalism.. He was in 

that, from the verv begini 
until his work on Sikhism in 
the 1980s and beyond, he did 
not work on India at all. His 
attitude was, 'I might be Indian 
in origin but t my work should 
address classical questions in 
anthropology'," Baviskar 

A stalwart instrumental in 
establishing the discipline of 
Sociology in India, Uberoi was 
born in Lahore in 1934 and stud 

JPSUberoi taught at Delhi 
School of Economics for 

three decades 

ied at the University College, 
London, and University of 
Manchester, returning to India in 
the late 1960s. 

His colleague of many years, 
Rajni Palriwala recalls the sev 

eral discussions the two hadover 
acup of coffee or in some depart 
mental activity. 

"I never really knew him as 
a teacher, but could imagine 

whatit was like for the co econnec 
tions he made took you out of 
the box. Our offices were next 
to each other for several yearS. 

dpproaches were different 
and we Iget into argu 
ments often. But I would leave 
knowing there was something 

I had to think about..." she said. 
"He was not an easy person 

but what was amazing was the 
way he made you think and how 
he would think with you. Every 
department trying tomake good 
its intellectual claims 
mad professor and he was ours," 
she said. 

tede 

Palriwala believes the depth 
of creativity and contribution in 
Uberoi's sociological and intel 
lectual work have not been suf 
ficiently recognised. "It may be 
partly because he questioned so 
many dominant paradigms, he 
did not let you stay in your com 
fort zone, he made it a point to 
provoke. I also must say that I 

don't know how much of what 
he accomplished would have 
been possible without his wife, 
Patricia, who has also been an in 
tellectual companion," she said. 

Professor Satish Deshpande, 
who also worked vwith Professor 
Uberoi, said, "He was one for the 
few anthropologists with field 
work outside India. His very im 
portant work in Afghanistan is 
an example of that." 

Deshpande further said, "He 
was very inspirational for his 
students and spent a lot of time 
with them. He was completely 
dedicated to the institution and 
teaching. He also had a lovely 
sense of humour and the abil 

New Delhi 

ity to laugh at himself" 
Baviskar, meanwhile, spoke 

about Uberoi's ability to think 
about how two opposing things 
would come together. "He took 
us on a walk through the 

walled city of Shahjahanabad. 
he had this remarkable way of 
seeing the city. It wasn't how a 
historian would take you 
around... he made you aware of 

how the city of Shahjahanabad 
nestled between the hills of the 
Ridge, and the river Yamuna. 
He used the structuralist ap 
proach to great effect, showing 
how opposing things came to 
gether to create a unity in di 
versity." she said. 

said sociologist Amita Baviskar. 

added, 
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Reset the growth priority 
AMARTYA LAHIRI 

INDIA IS AWASH with discussions about 
where it is headed economically and how it 
might achieve its desired development goals. Some of this discussion is unfortunately a dis 
traction.One example of this is the spectacle 
ofmyriad commentators tying themselvesin 
Gordian knots while projecting India's march 
towards a $5 trillion economy by 2025. 
Leaving aside the incredulousness of some of 
the assumptions underlying the projections, 
this exercise itself is a distraction because it 
focuses on aggregate GDP. The development 
challenge is to make the average citizen better 
off. Hence, the relevant target should be GDP 
per person, not total GDP. 

A recent book by Raghuram Rajan and 
Rohit Larmba, Breaking the Mould: Reimagi 
ning India's Economic Future, has tried to 
frame the debate inmore relevant terms. The 
book asks whether India can grow and de 
velop by prioritising service sector growth 
rather than industrial grOwth. The backdrop 
to the question is that the currently devel 
oped economies had gradually switched 
their economic resources from agriculture 
to manufacturing to services as they devel 
oped. This pattern of structural transforma 
tion has also characterised the more recently 
industrialising Asian economies like China, 
Korea and Taiwan. 

India has had difficulties in expanding the 
share of the manufacturing sector in its econ 
omy. Instead, it has witnessed a somewhat 
different development path wherein most 
of the growth has happened in the service 
sector. Manufacturing's share of both output 
and employment in India has plateaued at 
or below 20 per cent. In other words, India 
appears to be jumping a stage in the develop 
ment process by going from a primarily 
agrarian to a mainly service economy. Is this 
sustainable in the long run? 

Growth of the service sector typically oc 
curs through rising demands for medical, le 
gal, entertainment, accounting and other per 
sonal services. Growth in these demands is 
the result of rising personal incomes of resi 
dents as well as increasing outsourcing of 
business processes by firms as they grow. 
Rapid industrial growth creates ideal condi 

To create high-value jobs at scale, India needs combined 
strength of manufacturing and service sectors 

India is currently failing to 
meet the aspirations of 
young Indian workers. 
Monthly statistics from 
CMIE show that while the 

overall unemployment rate 
itself is very high at over 8 
per cent, the unemployment 
rate for youth in the age 
group 15-24 is above 40 per 
cent! Dealing with this 
looming employment crisis 
requires expedited measures 
to incentivise job creation at 
scale by private employers. 

tions for grOWth in domestic demand for both 
of these components. Since industrial growth 
in india has been tepid at best, where will the 
demand for the service sector come from? 

Rajan and Lamba spy an opening for India 
in the world business service growth that has 
been facilitated by the increasing sophisti 
cation of information technology. Firms glob 
ally are outsourcing parts of their business 
service requirements. This is becoming an 
increasingly important part of the global sup 
ply chain. The book provides examples of 
service business back offices that India is be 
coming a part of. The challenge of course is to 
do this at scale. 

The problem facing India though may be 
difficult to solve using a service-led model 
alone. India is adding around 8-1Omillion new 
workers to its labour force every year. This 
pace will continue for at least a decade. 
Moreover, a majority of these new workers 
are arriving in the labour market armed with 
high school or better educational attainment 
levels. Hence, their aspirations are commen 
surately high and further buoyed by the gen 
eral national narrative of lndia finally arriving 

at the international stage of accoinplishment. 
India is currently failing to meet the aspi 

rations ofyoung Indian workers. Monthly sta 
tistics from CMIE show that while the overall 
unemployment rate itselfis very high at over 
8 per cent, the unemployment rate for youth 
in the age-group 15-24 is above 40 per cent! 
Dealing with this looming employment crisis 
requires expedited measures to incentivise 
job creation at scale by private employers. 

It is in this context that one needs to eval 
uate both the service sector-led development 
model versus the more conventional manu 
facturing-led model.The current service sec 
tor in India is very segmented. Its output 
growth is primarily in high-tech services, 
while its job creation is mostly in low value 
added, low skill services. Thus, the current 
service sector job reation does not generate 
income streams that the young aspire to. 

The back-office led service sector vision 
stressed by Rajan and Lamba, may be able to 
generate a substantial numberof jobs in due 
course. However, it will still take 10-15 years 

for it to become a viable alternative. The prob 
lem is India's skill deficit. India currently pro 
duces about 2.2 million STEMgraduates, post 
graduates and PhDs. Unfortunately, amajority 
of them are unemployable with the training 
that they receive. It will require sustained in 
vestmentin the qualityof higher education to 
create a cohort of adequately skilled workers 
who can be profitably employed in these 
higher human capital sectors. 

What happens in the interim though? One 
might be able to find some employment op 
portunities by expanding innovative health 
and education outreach programmes like an 
ganwadi workers. But there are limits to these. 
Plus, it is also unclear whether these pro 
grammes meet the aspirations of a majority 
of the young. One interpretation of the gov 
ernment's PLU scheme is that it is an attempt to 
meet the political economy challenge of gen 
eratingjobs now. Ifdomestic and international 
businesses do indeed set up production cen 
tres in India that create jobs, then some of the 
jobs deficit may be corrected. The concern 
with the scheme is that it is production linked. 
notemployment linked. Current component 
assembly-based production models in decen 
tralised global supply chains donot necessar 
ily create many jobs. Additionally, there are 
concerns about whether these businesses will 
stay or leave after the incentive schemes end. 

India'sjobs problem is real. With amedian 
population age of 28, the problem will only 
get worse over timeunless things change qui 

ckly. The country needs to combine the man 
ufacturing and service sector models. It needs 
to go beyond the PL schemes by incentivis 
ingprivate industry to scale up. Key for this are 
landand labour regulatory reforms. The good 
news is that these are fiscally costless though 
they do entail political costs. At the same time, 
India needs to address its skill deficit by rais 
ingits investmentin higher education. India's 
demographic dividend will become a demo 
graphiccurse if the country fails to create rel 
atively high value-added jobs at scale. It needs 
to act quickly and comprehensively. 

The writer is Royal Bank Research Professor of 
Economics, University of British Columbia 
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A CRIME ON CAMPUS 
Arrest ofaccused in IIT-BHU sexual assault case is a first step 
towards justice. The case will be watched, much is at stake 

HESTUDENTWAS taking a walknearher hostel with a friend when three men 
waylaid and sexually assaulted her, all the while documenting the crime on 
their phones. The incident, which took place on November 1 on the IIT-BHU 
campus, once again brought to centrestage the spectre of sexual violence that 

haunts many women, on college campuses, at vworkplaces, on the daily commute. That 
the three accused in the lIT-BHU Case were arrested on December 30, nearly two months 
after the assault, ofers hope that in this case, justice may be served. That the police inves 
tigation has linked the men to three previous cases of molestation at IIT-BHU underlines 
that it must be served without fear or favour. 

Apolitical row has broken out over the affiliation of the three accused with the BJP's 
IT cell -the association ended in November, according to the BJP Varanasi (Mahanagar) 
president. It is ofutmost importance that the police conduct its investigation profession 
ally. This would help reassure citizens that crimes against women are taken seriously by 
the authorities and that culprits, regardless of their political connections, will be brought 
to book. The rise in women's mobility, their growing visibility in public spaces and con 
tribution to the economy and increased participation in all fields, from politics to sports 
to entrepreneurship, has beena remarkable feature of Indian life in the 21st century. But 
the picture is often marred by persisting questions about how safe women really are as 
they step out in a society that remains patriarchal in many ways. The echoes of past crimes 
that drew the nation's attention -the December 2012 gang rape in a moving bus in Delhi, 
the gang rape of a photographer in 2013 in Mumbai's Shakti Mills, the 2019 rape and mur 
der of a vet on her way home after work in Hyderabad- have still not faded. 

Making women's safety a priority helps the larger cause of enabling them to claim 
their rightful place, whether it's at work, on the streets and in publicparks or in Parliament. 
It is for the government at every level to ensure that women's safety does not come at 
the cost of their hard-won freedoms - which means rejecting the impulse to impose 
dress codes, curfews and other restrictions. This requires a differentimagination of what 
women's safety and freedom means, and it can no longer be postponed. Ie|8 
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Why has the 110-yr-old Indian Science Congress been postp 
ANONNA DUTT &AMITABH SINHA 
NEW DELHL JANUARY 3 

FOR THE first time since its inception in 
1914, the Indian Sience Congress, the an 
nual gathering of scientists and students, is 
not being held this year. 

The five-day event that takes place be 
tween january 3 and 7 annually had to be 
put off due to disagreements between the 
Indian Science Congress Assoiation (ISCA), 
the organisers, and the central govern 
ment's Department of Science and 
Technology (DST), the main funder. 

The Science Congress is a one-of-its 
kind event, which brings together scientists 
and researchers from not just the country's 
premier institutions and laboratories, but 
also teachers of science from colleges and 
universities. 

It offers them a platfom to interact with 
students and the general public on matters 
relating to science. 

Unprecedented 
Though the Science Congress has faced 

severe criticism in recent years due to the 
declining standards in its discourse, the 
postponement is unprecedented. With the 
exception of the two years following the 
outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic-2021 and 2022-the Indian Science Congress has 
been held every year since 1914. The 108th 
edition of the Congresswas held in Nagpur 
January 2023. in 

The inaugural event of the congress has 
always been attended by the Prime Minister. 

The postponement 
The postponement is due to the unre 

solved dispute between ISCA and the DST. 
In September 2023, the DST withdrew 

its funding support to the congress, alleging 
"financial iregulaities" ISCA denied the ac 
cusation and challenged the DST's directive 
that government funds shouldn't be spent 
on anything related to the Science Congress, 
in court. t The lawsuit remains pending. 

The DST's contribution (which was 
raised to RS 5 crore in 2023 from Rs 3 crore 
earlier) pays for most of the event's exX 
penses. The ISCA also receives some fund 
ing from a few other government bodies 
and raises some more on its own. 

ISCA had decided to move this year's 
congress from the original 
venue, Lucknow University, to 
Lovely Professional Univesity 
(LPU)inJalandhar, hoping that 
the private university would 
be able to share some of the 
funding burden. 

While LPU had also hosted the 2019 
Science Congress, the DST was said to be 
unhappywith the ISCA's choice for this year. 
The ISCA, however, argued that its execu 
tive committee does not need the DST's 
clearance for or the venue and thata DSI rep 
resentative was in any case present when 
LPU was chosen. 

Steady decline 

Amid this tussle, LPU last month with 
drew its offer to host the event. 

The Science Congress has been in steady 
decline over the past several years. 

Random speakers have used the plat 
form to make outlandish claims and pro 

e pseudoscience. The papers that are 
presented or the talks that are delivered, 

hardly reflect the latest ad 
vancements in science. Most 
of India's credible scientists 
now avoid the event Leading 
scientific institutions and lab 
oratories have only a token 

presence, if at all. Most attendees are from 
colleges and universities with limited sci 
entific Tedentials. 

EXPLAINED 
SCIENCE 

mote 

government has no role to play in the selec 
tion ofthe parnelists or speakers, the papers 
to be presented, or the subjects to be dis 
cussed at the Science Congress. 

But at the same time, ISCA runs with 
DST Support The government also pays the 

salaries of the ISCA's permanent staff. And 
as the event is attended by the PMand other 
ministers and senior officials, it is perceived 
asbeing closely yassociated with the govern 

ment. As such, every time the event lands 
in controversy, the government is blamed. 

There has been a strong sentiment 
within the government in favour ofreview 
ing its association with the Science 
Congress. This feeling goes back to at least 
2008, when then Science Minister Kapil 
Sibal was said to have explored the possi 
bility of discontinuinggovernment support 
until some reforms were introduced. 

Many scientists question the usefulness 
of the event in its current form and have 
called for reforms. Successive governments 
have also expressed discomfiture over the 
goings-on but nothing much has changed. However, governments have been re 

luctant to actually go ahead on this path. 
Government's dilemma They have been wary of g them-

ISCA is an independent body, and the selves up to accusatiosofbeing 

ence". They have also been mindful that the 
event attracts a large number of students 
from acTOSs the country. 

The government has been reducing its 
involvement in the Science Congress. For 
instance, the PM no longer presents the 
awards at the inaugural plenary as some 
past awardees were subsequently found to 
have dubious credentials. 

End of the road? 
ISCA general secretary Ranjit Kumar 

Verma has said while the postponement is 
unfortunate, it does not mean the e he end ofthe 
Science Congress. "We will hopefully be 
able to organise the Science Congress be 
fore March 31 and we are hopeful that the 
Prime Minister will attend the event." he 
added. 

A government official told The Indian 
Express that financial support to the Science Congress could resume."Discussions for 
collaboration will continue for the Science Congress scheduled for 2025," he said. 

Ie 
anti-sci-
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education trends to 
Ahutrinl 

IN 2024, THE 
SPOTLIGHT WILL 
BE ON IMMERSIVE 
TECH, EMOTIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE AND 
PERSONALISED 
LEARNING 

HYBRIDLEARNING 

Che Covid-19 pandemic saw 
I the educators and students 

adapting to hybrid learning and in 
2024, it seems this model is here 
to stay. "The hybrid model will 
continue e to evolve in 2024, blurring 
the boundaries between physical 
and virtual classrooms. Institutions 
will refine this 
the best of bothcn, leveraging 

s to offer 
flexibility, accessibility, and 
enriched educational experiences" 
said Gaurav Goel, CEO and 
Co-Founder of Toprankers. 
Dr Radhika Y, Associate Dean 
Academics, GITAM (Deemed to 
be e Onvelwith provide new 

, believes the blended 
lear 
opportunities for innovation 
and improvement in educational 
delivery. Sardar Taranjit Singh, 
Managing Director )! JIS Group, also 
anticipates further evolution of 
hybrid learning models, which will 

PERSONALISED 
LEARNING 

Tn 2024, personalised learning 
Lwill revolutionise higher 

education and cater to diverse 
student needs and enhance 
academíc outcomes, mentioned 
Dr Shahi. "Student centricity is 
a pivotal driver of future trends 
in education, steering the focus 
towards indívidualised learning 
experiences, she said. Goel also 
echoed similar sentiments and 
said with the rapid utilisation of AI-driven tools and a l adaptive 
technologies, educators will craft 
Customísed learning experiences 

ANINDITA ACHARYA 

Irom the rise in 

hybrid learning, 
increased emphasis 

on sustainability and 
emotional intelligence, to 
a growing popularity of 
exchange programmes, 

COMMUNITY 

HWORKSHOPS 

several key trends 
will dominate the 

education sector in 2024. 
Millennium Post talks 
to educationists to find 
out the transformative 
trends that will shape the 
educational landscape 
this year. 

POWER OF VERNACULAR 

LETURES 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 prioritises the 
promotion of vernacular languages in education. NEP 2020 

states "the mother tongue or the regional language should be the 
language of instruction up to at least the primary stage". In 2024, 
educationists believe that the popularity of vernacular education will 
see a rise. "Gross Enrollment Ratio can be increased only if higher 
education can be conducted in vernacular languages where there 
is a paucity of content. So, to put the horse before the cart, I expect 
major government funded initiatives for vernacular content 
in 2024, said Dr Umashankar. Meanwhile. Dr Radhika chared bo a shared how 
vocational education will also remain in spotlight in the New Year. 

ON-LIWE 
EDUCAION 

A n exchange progtamme and collaborations 
Lenhance educational skills and helps students 

create a stronger portfolio. According to Prof (Dr) 
Sujata Shahi, Vice Chancellor, IILM Üniversity, 
Gurugram, the integration of learning strategies 
aligned with business 
forward to in 2024 ecives is a trend to loolk 

«pducational institutions are 
increasingly forging partnerships with corporations 
to co-create curricula that address specific industry 

This collaborative approach not only enhances 
students' employability but also fosters a seamless 

EMOTIONAL INTELLIGENCE 
This year, there will be a growing emphasis on the 

. development of emotional intelligence, believes 
"Ina world obsessed with grades, empathy and 

emotional intelligence step into the limelight. Schools are 
no longer just factories churning out standard products, 
but helping every student achieve their true potential." he 
said. Goel also believes that beyond academic excellence, 
2024 will prioritise emotional intelligence (EQ) as a critical 
component of education. "Curricula will integrate social 
emotional learning (SEL) to nurture empathy, resilience, 
and interpersonal skills, preparing students to navigate an 
increasingly complex world he said. 

GRADUATE 

SUSTANABILITY 

COLLABORATION & EXCHANGE PROGRAMMES 

school embracing sustainable 
Apractices shows dedication to future 

oriented learning. Singh believes that in 
2024, educational institutions are likely 
to integrate sustainability education 
into their curriculum, and will advocate 
eco-friendly practices among students. 
For Kanak Gupta, Director, Seth MR 
Jaipuria Schools, sustainability is no 
longer a buzzword. "Classrooms will run 
on renewvable 3, and students will 
not just learn climate but make 
ground level changes" he said. Shashi 
Banerjee, Director of Education, Shiv 
Nadar School, highlights how it has 
become imperative f for schools to focus 
on nurturing empathetic, empowered 
and socially-conscious citizens. "The 
students should engage with the world 
beyond the factory model of learning," 
he said. Goel of Top rankers didn't mince 
words when he informed how education 
in 2024 will place a heightened emphasis 
on sustainability and global citizenship. 
"Curricula will instill environmental 
consciousness, cultural appreciation, and 
a sense of responsibility t r towards creating 

transition from education to the workforce she 
said."Despite the government's efforts to encourage 
foreign universities to set up campuses in India,it is a 
medium to long term prospect. In the shorter term, 
there is likely to be a push towards collaboration 
and exchange programmes with foreign institutions 
with credit transfers for courses completed in India 
and the terminal part of the education can be done 
abroad leading to a joint or terminal degree from the 
foreign university said Dr Venkatesh Umashankar, 
director, PGPM, GLIM, Gurgaon. 

TECHNOLOGICAL TRANSFORMATION 
n 2024, technology will emerge as the educational architect, 

Lreshaping learning landscapes worldwide, said Dr Shahi of 
ILM."Virtual Reality (VR) and Augmented Reality (AR) will create 
immersive, experiential lessons, fostering runderstanding in 
2024," she said. Dr Umashankar strongly believes that generative AI 
is here to stay. "Dynamic institutions will take the lead in reforming 
their teaching and testing pedagogy as quickly as possible to 
incorporate the benefits of AI based tools. Students have been using 
it already and now it will be the turn of the educators to catch up: 
he said. Banerjee is of the opinion that adyancements in AR, VR, 
and Mixed Reality will transform and redefine teaching and learning 

provide flexibility and enhance the 
overall learning experience. 

and foster greater engagement and 
mastery too. 

e equitable world he shared. 

beyond substitution and augmentation. 
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AICTE issues guidelines for 
polytechnic colleges 

Admission status should be minimum 8o% in 
previous three academic years 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

he All India 
Council for Tech 
nical Education 

(AICTE) has released 
specific guidelines and 
policies concerning the 
grant of autonomous 
status of polytechnic 
institutions. Accord 
ing to AiCTE norms, 
the institute must have 
a minimum of l0 years 
of existence and should 
hold NILA accreditation 
for at least 30% of eligible 
programmes. The accreditation should 
be valid until a period of an additional 
year from the date of submission of the 
application. Otherwise, the institution 
must have been operational fora mini 
mum of 25 years. 

The circular also mentioned that 
50% of the faculty members amongst 
the AICTE approved faculty pattern 
should be working on regular basis. 
Moreove, at least 60% of faculty should 

possess more than five 

years of experience, 
with 509% retaining their 
positions over the last 3 
years. Also, more than 
50% of the faculty mem 
bers of the institution 
should have undergone 
at least one: course in 
MOOCs or SWAYAM/ 
FDP (Min. two weeks)/ 
Industrial Training (Min. 
three weeks) in the cur 
rent/previous academic 
year. 

According to the 
AICTE circular, the col 

lege needs to maintain a consistent aca 
demic record, with results of 60% and 
above in all semesters for the last three 
years. Additionally, the admission sta 
tus of the institution should be mini 
mum80% in the previous three academic 
years.Around 75% of the students in 
accordance with the final year pass-outs 
should have obtained placement or opted 
for entrepreneurship/ higher studies dur 
ing the previous three academic years. mid 

endingoURSES 
Senior Management Programme from lIM Calcutta 
T 

his advanced 12-month course 
starting January 21, 2024 equips 
seasoned professionals with crucial 

leadership skills to steer their companies 
deftly and adaptively. The programme is 
tailored specifically for top-level executives 
with over a decade of experience under their 
belts. Through a distinctive, dynamic, and 
creative learning approach, IIM Calcuttas 
senior management programme will enable 
the participants to master breakthrough 
strategies and surpass standards in their 
respective fields. 

The course will focus on market 
economies and macroeconomic policies, legal 
aspects of business, development of a strategic 
marketing plan, quantitative tools for decision 
making, inancial reporting and analysis and 
corporate finance and financial mnarkets. The 
face-to-face campuS sessions may include 
topics such as being a CEO/board member, 
leadership and business communication, 
conflict and negotiation skills, business 
analytics and its applications, challenges of 
entrepreneurship, understanding self, and 
global political economy. 

BUZZER ROUND 
Q) in which year was Pulitzer 
Prize established? 
Send us your replies to careersmp22 @gmail.com. 
We shall publish the names of the first 3 correct 
entries in next week's edition 

kil Switch 

Answer to our December 28 edition question: Rabindranath Tagore 
Correct answers were sent by: Arvind Konnar, Shruti Mishra, Kanad Roy 
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IT MADRAS TO INCUBATE 
100 START-UPS IN 2024 

Plans to begin netw courses 

OUR CORRES PONDENT 

IT Madras is target 
ing incubating at 
least 100 start-ups 
across various sec 

tors next year, in 2024. 
Recognised as one of the 
top deep-tech start-up 
ecosystems in India, the 
IT Madras Incubation 
Cell (IITMIC) is the insti 
tute's umbrella body for 
nurturing, supporting, 
and overseeing various 
innovation and entrepre 
neurship projects. 

Sharing his targets for 
2024, ProfV Kamakoti, 
Director, IIT Madras, 
said, "IIT Madras saw a 
lot of ambitions realised 
during 2023. In the 
past year, we took up 
several important 
projectS 
including 

in IITM Sanzibar 

ITM 
Zanzibar 

Campus, which 
became 
the first 
ever IIT to 
be established 

In 2024, 
the institute 

has marny exciting 
initiatives and 

Socially relevant 
projects 

overseas, launched a 

De t of Medical 
and Technology. 

and are aspiring to do 
many more things in 
this direction. We are 
also looking forward to 
launching a new school 
on interdisciplinary 
sciences. It is very 
important as today, we 
are moving towards 
interdisciplinary 
education. We also want 
to close this financial 
year with the maximum 
amount o! projsaid Prof Karmakoti 

has a lot more exCiting 
initiatives socially 
relevant projects that 
would greatly beneft the 
nation. "We are looking 

at closing this financial 
year (March 31, 2024) 
with 366 patents. We 
will try our best to see 
one patent a day. It is a 
matter of great pride at 
IIT Madras that we do a 
lot more of innovation. 
We are also looking at 
starting 100 start-ups in 
2024. 4. We are also seeing 

a lot of interesting 
technologies 

coming up 
through 
HyperloopP 
start-up, ePlane, 

that in 2024, the institute 

Agnikul 
Cosmos and 

Mindgrove Technologies, all 
of which are IIT Madras 
incubated start-ups. 
These start-ups will 
deliver products, which 
will be of great national 
importance" he said. 

He further added, "We 
are also working very 
hard towards maintaining 
the l ranking in NIRF 
(National Institutional 
Ranking Framework). 
Hopefully, we are also 
look oking to move to 
higher rankings in World 
Rankings as well. We 
want to start a couple 
of new courses in IITM 

Zanzibar." 

ITROORKEE JOINS HANDS WITH IT BHILAI FOR TRIBAL RESEARCH 
oUR CORRESPONDENT 

IT Roorkee and IIT 
Bhilai have recently 
signed an MoU to 

-strengthen the academic 
and research collaboration 
between the two institutions. 
The MoU was signed at IIT 
Bhilai by the heads of both 
institutions i.e. Prof K K Pant, 
Director IIT Roorkee and 
Prof Rajiv Prakash, Direc 
tor IIT Bhilai This strategic 
partnership aims to preserve 
and promote Indian Knowl 
edge Systems (IKS) and seeks 
to contribute to socio-eco 
nomic development in tribal 
areas, emphasising research 
on traditional medicinal 
plants, tribal culture studies, 
agricultural practices in tribal 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

eghadrita 
Ghoshal is on 
cloud nine and 

-she has her rea 
sons. The dass VIII student 
from Techno India 
Public School (TIGPS), 
pur, is gearing up to make 
her alma mater proud at the 
National Basketball Cham 
pionship in Rajasthan. 
Meghadrita and her team 
defeated South Kolkata in the 
district basketball competi 
tion, earning them a spot in 
the nationals. 

TO PRESERVE AND PROMOTE INDIAN KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS 

M 
a Grou 

NON NSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY BHLAI 

Meghadrita, who aspires 
to be a doctor, chose basket 
ball in school, inspired by her 
mother, a former basketball 
player. Her mother had once 
harboured the dream of com 
peting at the nationals. Now, 

uT BHLA 

TIGPS Bolpur student 

YATION AND TECHNQGY FOUNDATION 

to compete in National 
Basketball Championship 

AOwle 

regions, and financial literacy 
among tribal populations. 

This collaboration rep 
resents a significant stride 
towards fostering awareness 

among the youth about Indian 
culture and heritage, align 
ing with the Government of 
Indias ambitious vision of 
Viksit Bharat@2047. More 

it is Meghadrita who is bring 
ing that dream to fruition. 
"My mother was a basket 
ball player, and I am carrying on her legacy. She dreamt of 
competing at the nationals, 
and since it couldn't be ful 
flled, I am happy that I am 
doing that now she said. 

Meghadrita, who is set to 
depart for Rajasthan on Janu 
ary 5, expresshl and 

r grati 
tude towards 
highlighted the unconditional 
support she has received from 
teachers and friends through 
out her journey. "I wouldnt 
have come so far without the 
help of my teachers" she said. 

The school is beaming 
with pride for her achieve 
ments, and the teachers are 
confident she'l make them 
proud in her next basketball 
match in Rajasthan. m 

This collaboration 
represents a significant 
stride towards fostering 
awareness among the 
youth about Indian 
culture and heritage 

over, the partnership will 
actively support the objec 
tives outlined in the National 

Education Policy (NEP) 2020, 
emphasising the integration 

E 
W 

8 

E 

of Indian Knowledge Systems 
into the education system. 

"IIT Roorkee is glad to 

-ollaborate wreflects col h IIT Bhi 
lai, and this 
our commitment to foster 
ing groundbreaking solu 
tions for today's education 
system. Through this col 
laboration, we aim to bridge 
the gap between ancient and 
modern education, facilitating 
both basic and translational 

research, and contributing to 
our sbared vision of Viksit 
Bharat - a developed India" 
said Prof K K Pant, Director, 
IITRoorkee. 

Prof Rajiv Prakash, Direc 
tor IIT Bhilai said, This 
partnership will create new 
opportunities for research and 
development. It will also pro 

mote our ancient knowledge 
and our heritage. 

Both institutions com 
mit to exchange knowledge 
and promote Indian cul 
ture, Indian Knowledge sys 
tems and develop projects on 
sustainable & rural devel 
opment, ancient In dian sci 
ence, fntech, health science, 
agriculture, Artificial Intel 
ligence (AI), complementary 
and alternative medicine,life 
management, environment, 
renewable energy, food pro 
cessing, tourism management, 
languages, peace and con 
ciliation, music, humanities 
and common interest. They 
have also agreed to jointly 
organise seminars, work 
shops and short-term training 
programmes. 

The Joint Etrance Examination (JEE Main) 2024 Session 1 is scheduled to take 
I place from January 24 to February 1, 2024. Acording to the official schedule, 

the admit cads for session 1 of JEE Main 2024 will be issued three days before the 
examination. 0nce the NTA isues the admit cards, registered candidates can visit 
the official website jeermain.nta.nic.in., to View and download their admit cards. The 
examination for Paper 1 (BE/BTech) is set to take place from January 24 to February 
1,2024, with Session 2 scheduled for April 1 to April 15, 2024. JEE (Main) 2024 will be 

held in 13 languages, including Engish, Hindi, Assamese, Bengali, Gujarat, 
Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, 0dia, Punjabi, Tami, Telugu, and Urdu. 

The Bihar School Examination Board (BSEB}has released 
he admit card for Clas 12 pracical arams in 2024. To 

gethe adinit card, candidates can go to seniarseconday. 
biharbcardonline com. The pracical eans wll ba held from 

January 10 to January 20,202L Meawhile, 8SEB mentioned 
that this adnt cardis speotficaly for the practial eans, anda 

�iferent one wil ba given for the theary erams The Intermedate 
Eams aTe Schedtled fom February I b Febrary 12 in bo shits 

9.30 am ta 1245 pm and 2 pm tab 515 gn Resuts for Class 10 and 
Class 12 brard erams wil be announced in MarcApri 2024 

I tar Pradesh Police Recruitrment and Promotian Board (UPPRPB) will soon 
Jopen aplications tor the posts of Sub lnspector (S)], Assistant Sub-Inspector 

of Police and Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police (Accounts).There are 921 
openings, and the aplication period is trom January 7 to January 28, 2024. 
Interested candidates, aged between 21 and 28 years, can apply through the 
official website uppbpb.gov.in Eligible and interested candidates can visit the 
official website of UPPBPB and apply for the same. To apply. candidates need to 
pay a fee of Rs 400, and this payment should be done online. 
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2,274 cadets to take 
part in NCC Republic 

|Day Camp 2024 
total of 2,274 cadets will 
take part in the NCC 

Republic Day Camp 2024 
here, which will see enhanced 

participation of girl cadets 
Ithis year, its director general 

-

e 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DEL;HI 

1 During a press briefing at 
1 Delhi Cantonment, Director 

General of the National Cadet 
Corps (NCC), Lt Gen 
Gurbirpal Singh also said that 
there is a "steady increase in 
enrollment of girl cadets in 

ithe NCC every year. 
1 The NCC R-Day Camp which 

captures the essence of India, 
will be inaugurated by the 
vice president and culminate 
with the PM Rally. 
"For this year's NCC Republic 
Day Camp, we have 2,274 
cadets and enhanced partici 
pation of girl cadets this year, 
as 907 of them will be there in 

-

e 

A 

said on Wednesday. 

A total of 2,155 cadets, 
including 710 girls, drawn 
from all 28 states and eight 
union territories, had partic 
ipated in the nearly month 
long camp in 2023, according 
to an official statement issued 
by the government last year. 
"Various competitions will 
be held, starting from best 
contingent, best cadet and 
horse riding. The camp cap-
tures the essence of NCC 
training imparted throughout 
the year, Lt Gen Singh told 

reporters on Wednesday. 
The camp takes place at the 
Cariappa Parade Ground in 
Delhi Cantonment. 
During his briefing, the DG, 
NCC gave a presentation on 

the 2024 camp and later 
shared information on the 
NCC'S plan to make the train 
ing of cadets more relevant to 
contemporary needs. 

We are in the process of 
revising the NCC syllabus, 
which is a continuous process. 
We want to make this train 
ing contemporary, we want to 
include the latest facets, we 
are in the process of analysing 
how we can train cadets on 
drones, improve life skills 
and make the training more 
contemporary and relevant, 
he said. 
The top officer said for 
instance for map reading, the 
NCC has already included 

GPS and satellite imagery 
training for them. 
"So, one is to make our train 
ing more contemporary. The 
second aspect is to improve 
the infrastructure for training, 
we have NCC training acad 
emies at v¡rious places, and 
we have training aides there. 
So, the next effort would be to 
improve the infrastructure so 
that we can train the cadets 
well, and the training aides get 
the latest equipment.. And, 
thirdly also to look after the 
welfare of all the staff of 
NCC Lt Gen Singh said in 

response to a query. o 

this year's camp," he said. 
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IIT Kanpur files record-breaking 122 intellectual property rights in 2023 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
KANPUR, 3 JANUARY 

The Indian Institute ofTech 
nology Kanpurhas achieved 
a remarkable milestone by 

filing 122 intellectual prop 
erty rights and achieving an 

exceptional licensing rate 
of around 14 per cent to 
industry partners in 2023. 

The accomplishment 
highlights the institute's 
strength in cutting-edge 
research and innovation, 
and marks its third straight 
year of securing the most 
intellectual property rights 
(IPRs) in its history, taking 
the numbers to 1,039 IPRs so 
far. 

The 122 IPRs filed include 

108 patents, four design reg 
istrations, three copyrights, 
and one trademark appli 
cation along with four US and 
two China patents. The year 
also saw 167 IPRs being 
granted with 15 technologies 
licensed. 

The patents for inven 
tions from varied domains 
such as MedTech and nano 
technology include innova 
tive healthcare solutions like 
a portable medical suction 
device and a continuous 
lunghealth monitoring sys 
tem. Other notable patents 
include solid-state sodiumn 
ion batteries and an afford 
able Braille learning device 
for the visually impaired. 

Prof S Ganesh, director, 
IIT Kanpur expressed his 
enthusiasm and said, "We are 
proud to maintain the 
momentum by filing 122 
IPRs, achieving a record of 
over 100 filings in our insti 
tute for the third year in a row. 
The institute's commitment 

to pushing the boundaries of 
research and technology has 
resulted in this record-break 
ing number ofIPRs and posi 
tioned the institute as a 
leader in driving positive 
change through intellectu 
al contributions. 

"The collaborative spirit 
among our researchers and 
the support from various 
stakeholders have played a 
pivotal role in reaching this 
milestone," he said on 
Wednesday. The institute 
also sawasubstantial increase 
in the number ofIPRs grant 
ed in the calendar year. The 
167 patents include inno 
vations such as a gas sensor 
for detecting ammonia at 
room temperature, a method 

and apparatus for treating 
industTial wastewater, a tac 
tile watch for the visually 
impaired, and a lateral flow 
immunoassay strip for detect 
ing mastitis in bovines. 

ProfTarun Gupta, Dean, 
Research and Development, 
IIT Kanpur, said, "Inventors 
are thinking beyond publi 
cations; patent filing and 
technology transfer have 
become the real accom 
plishments, proving repro 
ducibility. The increase in the 
number of IPRs is attrib 
uted to a simple process of 
patent filing, an enabling 
policy framework by the 
government, and support 
from the IPR management 
committee members."c 
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With lcr enrolments in 
3 mths, Academic Bank 
of Credits tally hits 3cr 

Manash.Gohain 

atimesgroup.com 

New Delhi: One crore stu 
dents joined the Academic 
Bank of Credits (ABC) plat 
form in the last three 

months, taking the total to 
Over three crore by the end 
of December, 2023. Last year, 
the total numberof students 

enrolled for higher educa 
tion also increased from 
around3.4 crore to 4.3 crore. 

According to a senior offi 
cial with the University 
Grants Commission (UGC), 
the crossing of three crore ac 
counts in the ABCplatform is 
a significant achievement. 
The official said that the com 
mission is working to include 
every student in the higher 
education system on the ABC. 
"This is very important for 
the successful implementa 
tion of the National Credit 
Framework (NCF), which 
provides more choices to the 
students. If a student does 

any course duringhis studies, 
his credits will continue to be 

deposited in the bank. Apart 
from this, he will also get the 
credit framework's benefit." 

Under the NCE students 

can upload their credits, 

transcripts and certificates 
to the ABC account and cred 
its earned will continuetobe 
stored in the academic ac 

-count. Students usually 
faced difficulties in taking 
admission from one insti 
tute to another, but after the 
implementation of the pro 
visions of NCE now they 

will be able to easily shift to 
another institute. Also, with 
the provision of multiple en 
try and exit, he/ she will be 

UGC is writing to all uni 
versities and colleges from 
time to time tonudge them to 
ensure every student has an 
account. "Students can also 
take courses on self-learn 
ing platform Swayam and 
earn credits and deposit the 
same in the ABC on success 
ful completion of the assess 
ments," said the official. 

The student will contin 
ue to get the benefit of the 
credits he will get in ABC 
during his studies and there 
after. Students will upload 
their credits, certificates, 
and transcripts. ABC is, in a 
way, a virtual storehouse, 
which will keep records of 
the data of every student," 
said the official. 5 

able to resume his studies. 
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Deposit t30 cr for landtransfer to CUHP:Anurag 
TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE 

DHARAMSALA, JANUARY 3 

Union Minister for Informa 
tion and Broadcasting Anurag 
Thakur today said that the 
state government should 
deposit Rs 30 crore for the 
transfer of land to the Central 
University of Himachal 
Pradesh (CUHP) for the con 
struction of a campus at Jad 
rangal in the Dharamsala 
Assembly constituency. 

Anurag, while talking to 
mediapersons at the Gaggal 

airport, said that the Union 
Government had allowed 
two campuses of the CHUP 
at Dharamsala and Dehra, 
both in Kangra district. The 
land at Dehra was trans 
ferred to the CUHP last 
year and the work on the 

campus was in progress. 
The Union Government 
has given approval for the 
construction of another 

campus of the CUHP at .Jad 
rangal in Dharamsala. How 
ever. the project has been 
delayed as the state govern 
ment has not deposited Rs 
30 crore for the transfer of 
forestland at Jadrangal to 
the CUHP he added. 

Work on varsity 
campus at Jacdrangal 
has been hanging fire 
BJP legislators had raised 

the issue during the winter 
session of the Assembly last 
month. One CUHP campus 
was to come up at Dehra, 
which falls in the Hamirpur 
parliamentary constituency 
represented by Anurag, and 
the other at Jadrangal in 
Dharamsala, which is part 
of the Kangra Lok Sabha 
constituency. The work on 
the Dehra campus is in 
progress while the construc 
tion of the Jadrangal cam 
pus has been hanging fre 
due to the delay in the trans 
fer of land to the CUHP 

With the Lok Sabha elec 
tions due next year, the BJP 
is accusing the Congress 
government of delaying the 
work on the CUHP campus 
at Jadrangal. Sources said 
that the university authori 
ties had also urged the gov 
ernment to hand over the 

Jadrangal land to them so 
that the work on the cam 
pus could be started. 

Former CM Jai Ram Thakur honours Union Minister Anurag Thakur at the MP Khel Mahakumbh-2. 

Sports vital for 'overall development 
OUR CoRRESPONDENT 

HAMIRPUR, JANUARY 3 
"Sports play an important 
role in the overall develop-
ment of the personality of 
sportspersons. Sports have 
also emerged as a lucrative 
career" said Anurag Thakur, 
Union Minister for Informa 
tion and Broadcasting, while 
addressing the closing cere 
mony of the MP Khel 

Mahakumbh-2 at Ghumar 
win in Bilaspur district 
today. He said, The Khel 
Mahakumbh has been suc 
cessful in identifying the 
sports potential of the youth in 
the Hamirpur parliamentary 
constituency Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has ensured 
the development of a state-of 
the-art sports infrastructure in 
the country that has helped in 
improving the standards of 

sports. Indian players had won 
a record number of medals in 
different international sports 
events last year. 

Anrag said thatover 49,000 
players take part in d1tlerent 
games, including vollevball, 
basketball, cricket, WTestling. 
football, kabbadi and athlet 
ics, in the Khel Mahakumbh 
2. He added that players 
were given cash prizes of 
over Rs 50 lakh. 
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