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3.6% More 
Female Students 
Compared to 
2014: Pradhan 

Our Political Bureau 

New Delhi: The Lok Sabha on 
Thrsday passed a bill to establish 
the Sammakka Sarakka Central 
Tribal University in Telangana. 
The Central Universities (Amend 

ment) Bill, 2023 was passed by a voi 
ce vote with the House rejecting so 
me amendments moved by opposi 
tion members. 
Speakingin the House, Union Edu 

cation Minister Dharmendra Prad 
han said if any student's life islostin 

any campus �we as a society should 
beresponsible for it'". 
Citing achievements of his goOvern 

ment, Pradhan said today there is an 
increase of 316% in number of fe 
male students when compared to 
2014. In the last two months, over 
1,000 vacant posts in the academics 
have been filled up, he said. More 
than 700 Eklavya schools are being 
built in the tribal concentrated 
blocks, he added. 
The CBSE, Pradhan said, will slow 

ly come out with teaching material 
in 22 scheduled languages. 
Pradhan saidnew universities, col 

leges and qualitative higher educa 
tional institutes are being opened n 
India and as a result, new corses 
are being offered to the students. 
He said IIT Delhi is going to open its 

campus in Abu Dhabi and in few da 
ys the classes will begin there. 
Private universities of India, he sa 

id, are going abroad and students 
from acrOss the globe are eager to co 
me to India. 
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403 Indian students died in 
foreign nations since 2018' 

Heads of mission, senior officials visit universities & in 
stitutions for regular interactions oith Indian students' 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: The government 
on Thursday said 403 Indian 
students have died abroad since 
2018 due to various reasons 

incuding natural causes, acci 
dents and medical conditions, 
with Canada accounting for 
the highest 91 fatalities among 
34 nations. 

In a written reply to a ques-
tion in Rajya Sabha, Minister 
of State for External Affairs 
V Muraleedharan said that 
according to the informa 
tion available with the minis 
try, 403 incidents of death of 
Indian students abroad have 
been reported since 2018. 

millenniumpost 
FRIDAY, 8 DECEMBER, 2023 | NEW DELHI 

He said the heads of mis 
sion/post and senior officials 
visit universities and educa 
tional institutions for regular 
interactions with Indian stu 
dents and their associations. 

According to data submit 
ted by the ministry, Canada has 

"Indian missions and 
posts remain vigilant 
and closely monitor 
the wellbeing 
of students' 

reported 91 deaths of Indian 
students since 2018 followed 
by the United Kingdom (48), 
Russia (40), the United State: 
(36), Australia (35), Ukraine 
(21), Germany (20), Cyprus 
(14), Italy and the Philippines 
(10 each). 

"The safety and security of 
Indian students abroad is one of 
the foremost priorities for the 
Government of India, Mura-
leedharan said. He said Indian 
missions and posts remain vig-
ilant and closely monitor the wellbeing of students. 

"In case there is any untow 
ard incident, it is immediately taken up with the concerned 

authorities of the host country 
to ensure that the incident is 

Properly investigated and the 
perpetrators are punished. Fur 
ther, the distressed Indian stu 
dents are provided all possible 
consular assistance, including 
emergency medical care and 
boarding/lodging, whenever 
required Muraleedharan said. 

When asked about the high 
number of deaths of Indian 
students as mentioned in the 
reply to questions in the parlia 
ment, External Affairs Ministry 
spokesman Arindam Bagchi 
referred to increasing number 
of Indian students going to that 
country as well. I don't knowif 
this is an issue that merits tak 
ing up with the government. 
There are individual incidents 
where there has been foul play 
and others...cOur consulates do 
reach out to families, we also 
take it up such cases with the 
local authorities" Bagchi told 
reporters at the weekly briefing. 
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Punjab to 
introduce Skill 

Training Scheme 
to enhance 

employment 

MPOST BUREAU 

CHANDIGARH: Minister 
of Employment Generation, 
Skill Development and Train 
ing Aman Arora directed the 
department officials to set up 
a Working Group to finalise 
Punjab Skill Training Scheme 
in a bid to increase youth 
employability in the state. 

Aman Arora was address 
ing the stakeholders and train 
ing partners during an open 
house discussion session on 
the proposed scheme and 
optimum utilisation of Multi 
Skill Development Centres at 
PEDA Complex, Chandigarh 
on Thursday. 

Talking about the proposed 
Skill Training Scheme, Arora 
informed that short term train 
ing (two months to one year) 
courses will be undertaken 
under the scheme to train stu 
dents in government schools, 
colleges, universities, ITIs, 
polytechnics, Multi Skill Devel 
opment Centres (MSDCs), 
Health Sector Development 
Centres (HSDCs), Rural Skill 
Centres (RSCs) and those can 
didates who are exxperienced 
but are without skill certifica 
tions, besides imparting train 
ing to vulnerable sections of 

the society. 
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Kerala Governor not discharging his duties: Vijayan 
PTI KOCHI 

The ongoing war of words 
between the Left govern 

ment and the Kerala Governor 
heated up further with Chief 
Minister Pinaravi Viiavan on 
Thursday alleging that Arif 
Mohammed Khan was not 
discharging his duties. 
Vijayan, while responding to 

reporters queries about some 
statemerts made by Khan a 

day ago, 6aid beh has no prob 
lem if the Governor was a 

"Sangh Parivar follower": 
But the Governor has to 

function as a Governor. He is 
presently not discharging the 
duties 'of a Governor the 
chief minister a alleged. 
Khan on Wednesday had said 
that he was open to advi�e 
Írom the state government, 
"but not pressure from them." 
He was referring to the 
appointments of Vice 
Chancellors (VCs) to various 
universities in the state. 
The Governor had also said 

the state government should 
come to Raj Bhavan and give 
him an explanation if they 
wanted urgent action regard 
ing any bill or ordinance. 
He also asked Vijayan to 
ensure that the Marxist party's 
members and supporters 
avoid calling Pakistan 
Occupied Kashmir as Azad 

Kashmir and not "stoke the 
fires of separatism and region 

Khan made these comments 
in response to media reports 

about him not signing two 
ordinances sent for his 
approval by governm�nt. 

On the ordinance issue, the 
chief minister said that if the 
Governor had anything to 
say to him, he should say it 
directly. and not through the 
media. 

Ever since the recent Supreme 
Court verdict quashing the 
reappointment of Gopinath 
Ravindran as VC of Kannur 
University and berating the 
Left government for its 

"unwarranted intervention' 
in the matter, there has been 
a war of words between Khan 

and the Left government. 
The apex court had found 
fault with Khan's order reap 
pointing Ravindran to the 
post, saying the Governor 
had earlier "abdicated or sur 
rendered" the statutóry pow-
ers for reappointing the VC. 
It had also said it is the 
Chancellor who is conferred 
with competence under law to 
appoint or reappoint VCs. 

"No other person, even the 
pro-chancellor or any superi 
or authority can interfere with 
the functioning of the statu 
tory authority" it had held. 
Following the verdict, Khan 
had said that state. Higher 
Education Minister R Bindu 
was not to be blamed as the 
chief minister had used her for 
seeking the reappointment of 
Ravindran. 
He had accused the chief 
minister of having exerted 
pressure on him in the matter. 
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Defence Ministry collaborates with Indian School 
ofBusiness for scholarship to ex-servicemen 
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, 7 DECEMBER 

Coinciding with the Armed 
Forces Flag Day on Thurs 
day, the Department of Ex 
Servicemen Welfare in the 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) 
has entered into collabo 
ration with the Indian School 
of Business (ISB) for schol 
arships to the military per 
sonnel who return to civil 
ian life post retirement. 

Under the collaboration, 
the ISB will offer a50 per cent 
tuition fee waiver to the 
personnel across its post 
graduate and advanced 
management programmes, 
totalling up to Rs 2.3 crore 
a year. It will benefit 22 ex 
servicemen each academ 
ic year. The collaboration 
aims to provide latest and 
in-depth management skills 
to the vast skill set that 

Armed Forces personnel 
and veterans already pos 
sess. 

Secretary in the Depart 
ment ofEx-Servicemen Wel 
fare Vijoy Kumar Singh has 
extended his sincere grat 
itude to the ISB for enter 
ing into collaboration with 
the MoD. "Most of the 
armed forces personnel 
retire ata younger age and 

are most disciplined, filled 
with zeal and vigour to serve 
the country. This initiative 

will provide a valuable 
opportunity for our veter 
ans and soon-t0-retire per 
sonnel to pursue world 
class education at the ISB 
and play a leadership role 
in makinga Viksit Bharat by 
2047," he said. 

Expressing delight over 

the collaboration and th 
chance to further contribute 

to nation-building, Dean, 
ISB Professor Madan Pillutla 
stated that the 50 per cent 
tuition fee waiver is a way 
of expressing gratitude to the 
armed forces personnel 
who protect the nation with 
unwavering commitment 
and unmatched bravery. 
"The soldiers instill disci 
pline, leadership, and com 
mitment - the qualities that 
are a bedrock of brilliance 

in any role of significance. 
The initiative aims to make 
world-lass education more 
accessible to those dedicated 
to serving the nation," he 
said. 

The ISB has over 100 
veterans amongits alumni. 
They bring significant value 
to the classroom and 
strengthen the alumni net 
work. 
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12.3L register for JEE, Maha leads pack 
Manash.Gohain 

atimesgroup.com 

New Delhi: Joint Entrance 
Examination (Main) 2024 reg 
istered record 12.3 lakh aspi 
rants for the January session, 
surpassing 2023's cumulative 
(January and April) registra 
tion by nearly 68,000. Com 
pared with the first session of 
examination in 2023, the num 
ber of applicants has in 
creased by 3.7 lakh. 

The first session of the 
entrance test for admission 

to undergraduate engineer 
ing and architecture/ plan 
ning programmes is to be 
conducted between January 
24 and February 1, 2024 and 
the registration process for 
the April session will be re 
opened thereafter: The re 
sults for the January 2024 
session will be announced 
on February 12, 2024. 

State-wise, Maharashtra 
(1.6 lakh) continues to lead 
the pack, followed by Andhra 
Pradesh (1.3 lakh) and Telan 

gana (1.2 lakh), with all three 
states going to have signifi-
cantly higher number of 
candidates as Compared 
with 2023 exams. In 2023, 
Maharashtra saw 1.3 regis 
trations, Andhra Pradesh 

Gender-wise, female rep 
resentations too have mar 
ginally improvedat over 33% 
of the total for JEE (Main) 
2024, up from 30.8% in 2023. 
The test also received the 

highest number of registra 
tions in the third gender at l19. 

JEE (Main) 2024 will be 
conducted in 13 languages 
English, Hindi, Assamese, 
Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada, 
Malayalam, Marathi, Odia, 
Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu and 
Urdu. Language-wise, the 
number of test takers in En 
glish continues to grow sur 
passing the 11 lakh mark 
whilethenumber of examin 
ees in Hindimedium has wit 
nessed a fall to around 40,000. 
Gujarati registers the third 
highestnumber (16,731). 

JEE (MAIN) - JANUARY 2024 
Total Registration (in lakh) 

9.3 

2019 

9.6 
10.5 10.3 

Tamil 

2020 2021 2022 

January & April sessions 

11.6 

Language-wise registration 
(Top 5) 

2024 2023 

English1148,088 10,68,353 
Hindi 40,256 56,924 

Gujarati 16,731 15,959 
14,636 

2023 

6,387 

Bengali 8,845 12,443 

12.3 
Paper-wise 
registration 

2024 
Jan 

session 

Paper-1 (BTech/ BE) 
640,513 

Paper-1 &2 (BArch/ Planning) 
5,89,834 

Gender-wise 
registration 

Male Female 
8,23,842 4,06,486 

Third: 19 

State-wise registration 
(Top 5) 

2024 2023 

Maharashtra 1,62,624| 139,696 
Andhra 134,703| 1,01,745 

Telangana 126,746| 95,411 
UP 

Karnataka 79,229 56962 
*Is the cumulative number Jan & Apr sessions 

C 
M 

K 

llakh and Telangana 95,000. 

NOTE: JEE (Main) is offered in 13 languages 

125,272145,295 
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Presidents of Harvard, Penn, MIT under fire 
after dodging questions about antisemitism 

upport for the presidents 
of Harvard, the Universi 
ty of Pennsylvania and 

the MIT eroded quickly on We 
dnesday, after they seemed to 
evade what seemed like a ra 
ther simple question during a 
contentious congressional he 
aring: Would they discipline 
students calling for the genoci 
de of Jews? Their replies to 
that question and others du 
ring a four-hour hearing drew 
incredulous responses. "It's 
unbelievable that this needs to 
be said: Calls for genocide are 
monstrous and antithetical to 
everything we represent as a 
country" White House spokes-

man Andrew Bates said. 
Harvard President Claudi-

ne Gay Penn's president Eliza-
beth Magill and Sally Korn-
bluth of MIT all said they were 
appalled by antisemitism and 
taking action against it on 

Presidents of Harvard Claudine Gay 
() and University of Pennsylvania 
Liz Magill at the Capitol Hill 

campus. When asked whether 
they supported the right of Is-
rael to exist, they answered 
ves, But on the question of di-
sciplining students for statem-
ents about genocide, they tried 
to give lawyerly responses to a 
tricky question involving free 
speech, which supporters of 
academic freedom said were 
legally correct. But to many Je-
wish students, alumni and do-
nors, the statements failed to 
meet the political moment by 

not speaking forcefully agai 
nst antisemitism. "It should 
not be hard to condemn genoci 
de, genocide against Jews, gen 
ocide against anyone else," Jo 
sh Shapiro, the Democratic go 
vernor of Pennsylvania, said. 

By Wednesday afternoon, a 
petition calling for Magill's re 
signation had grown to over 
3,000 signatures. Marc Rowan, 
the chief of Apollo Global Ma 
nagement and the board chair 
atthe Wharton School of Busi 
ness at Penn, asked the board 
of trustees to rescind its supp 
ort for Magill. Later in the eve 
ning, Magill apologised. "I was 

focused on our university's lo 
ng-standing policies aligned 
with the constitution, which 
say that speech alone isn'tpun 
ishable," she said. Gay relea 
sedastatement saying, Harva 
rd won't condone violent spee 
ch against Jewish students. NYT 
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Moveto increase intenmship period for 
foreign medical graduates opposed 
TRIBUNE NEWs SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 7 
In a letter to the National 

Medical Commission 
(NMC), the Federation of All 
Indian Medical Association 
(FAIMA) today opposed the 
commission's . move of 
increasing internship peri 

The letter is in regards to 
the notification released by 
the NMC on November 22. 
It is a three point notice 
regarding the FMGs. 

FAIMA has raised ques 
tions on the third point, for 

FMGs who had a break in 
the second last year of 
study due to Covid or war 
and completed the course, 
including examination, 
through online mode. 

Existing. FMGs already 
performing internship at 
present, may be allowed to 
continue with one year of 
internship. They may sub 
sequently do one-year clini 
cal clerkship and one-year 
internship," the notice read. 

"Thus, a total of three 
years, before obtaining per 
manent registration from 
the state medical commis 
sion concerned," it added. 

The association in its letter 
said, FAIMA opposes this 
decision as it will be a huge 
loss in the academic career 
of the student concerned." 

It said that the nor 
stipend internship of three 
years would lead the FMGs 
three years back in their 
academnic year, besides 
causing financial problems. 

The association has 
requested the Under Gradu 
ate Medical Education Board 
and Ethics and the Medical 
Registration Board of the 
National Medical Commnis 
sion to look into the mnatter 
and reconsider the notice.5 

od for foreign medical grad 
uates (FMGs) 
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Bhupender.Sharma 
@timesgroup.com 

5G hffaei, 3D fAfeT, AKT 

f7 0? 3R 34Tata-o 

JEE Main-2024 GI tHIS, T8e HA 

fer, feoei : 2024 

o (JEE Main) 

HA e fey 12,30,347 

qiT I ffulcc 12 byai 3T 

823842 3, UjgG 406486 

1,62,624 fRNT ENay 
yia 3ieT Y¢T (134703), 
teI (126746), GTR YEI 
(125272) 3N GlCE 79229 

sIàCHIerit 40669 

gufttIferS A 72238 
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