B-Schools,

Experts say
decreasing
attention span of
students requires a
fresh approach

Indulekha Aravind

Bengaluru: AtIIM Ahmedabad,

associate professor Subhadip Roy

recently set the students in his

design-based marketing strategy
course an unusual assignment: to
design a board game. For a corpo-
ratetraining session at omnichan-
nel beauty retailer Nykaa, IIM
Udaipur associate professor
Shobhit Aggarwal chose the same
medium —aboard game he’d
co-created.

Modern strategy board games,
popular with a section of millen-
nialsand Gen Z, are starting to
move out of livingrooms and
cafes to B-schools and corporate
conferencerooms. Faculty and
corporate trainers use strategy
gamesas learning tools to impart

aspecificskill or teach a partic-
ular aspect, instead of more staid
methodslike case studies. “Partic-
ipants prefer it because it’s more
funand the retention of learnings
isfarhigher,” says Aggarwal, who
alsoteachesa courseat IIM titled
“management games”, covering
skillslike negotiation, decision-
makingand team work using
board games.

Phalgun Polepalli, co-founder of
board game publisher and design-
er Mozaic Games, says board
games can be an important tool for
acompany toachievea certain
objective. For instance, at the end
of early stage venture fund 3one4
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Corporates Resort to Boar

Capital’'sannual meeting with
portfolio companies and inves-
tors, participants got a custom-
ised board game called “Star-
tosphere”. The customised game
is co-created by Mozaic and

3oned4’s co-founder Siddharth Pai,

who’s aboard game enthusiast
himself. Players had to take their
startup from “1t0100”, which
would involve raising capital,

expanding intonew marketsand,

importantly, give investors an

exit. “The game teaches you the
averagelife of an entrepreneur —
the upticks, down rounds, exits
and write-offs. People enjoyed it,”
says Pai. “Weare considering
taking ittoa wider audience at the
righttime.”

“If Ilook at DEI (diversity, equity
and inclusion)asa concept,Ican
help students understand it by
playing parts of an existinggame
ordesigningone that can be used
in an industry context,” says

Games as a Training Strategy

Abhishek Behl, assistant profes-
sor, Management Development
Institute (MDI), Gurgaon. A board
gamehe is currently using to
teach is Cartographers, which he
says helps students understand
concepts like spatial thinking.
“I'mnot making them good game
designers, I'm only making them
understand a concept. The game
isonly atool in the process.”
InB-schools, onereason for this
experiment is the decreasing
attention span of
students. “The
amount of patience
requiredtoread (a
casestudy) has
been affected, of
late. Board games
are afun way of
learningandal-
lows everyone to be
» engaged,” says Roy.
= Aggarwal adds,
“When I wasa

ZA

student, about 80% of theclass
would read case studies. Today
we’re lucky if 40% read it.” After
the students play, Aggarwal con-
ductsadebrief session analysing
what worked for the winners and
what could be done differently.
“Through this, all the learnings of
the topiccomeout.”

Similarly, for corporate training,
it’samethod that’s more inter-
active and engaging. Companies
reach out with the outcome they
have inmind and facilitators
customise board games keeping
that in mind. “They use it asa tool
tofit what they wanttodo, " says
Prashant Maheshwari, co-foun-
der of board game conference
Meeplecon who has conducted

sessions with customised board
games for companies in pharma-
ceutical and fintech sectors,
amongothers.
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New Delhi World Book Fair to focus on
India’s linguistic diversity as its theme

Fair to be inaugurated by Minister of Education Dharmendra Pradhan
at Pragati Maldan S Bharat Mandapam on Saturday

NEW DELHI: The much-
awaited celebration of litera-
ture in the national capital, the
New Delhi World Book Fair
(NDWBF), will begin on Feb-
ruary 10 with ‘Multilingual
India: A Living Tradition’ as
its theme, the National Book
Trust (NBT) announced on
Thursday.

To be inaugurated by Min-
ister of Education Dharmendra
Pradhan at Pragati Maidan’s
Bharat Mandapam on Satur-
day, the book fair will witness
participation of over 1000 pub-
lishers across nationalities and
languages.

The Union minister will
also launch the National Digi-
tal Library at the event.

Talking about this year’s
theme, NBT chairperson Mil-
ind Sudhakar Marathe said that
the aim is to honour the “multi-
lingual fabric” of India through
the fair.

“India has a rich diversity
of languages. In Schedule 8,
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Union Minister for Education Dharmendra Pradhan will inaugurate the
World Book Fair 2024 on February 10. This was announced at a press
conference in New Delhi by Yuvraj Malik, Director, National Book Trust

there are 22 languages listed
but we don’t limit ourselves
to that. We have got a num-
ber of languages, dialects and
they are all living, they areused
day-to-day in different parts of
this country. Those languages
and dialects have their own
rich heritage of their litera-
ture,” Marathe said at a press
conference.

He added that the diverse
range of languages and dialects
have their own “contributions
in the literature of this country
and play a role in national inte-
gration also”

The theme pavilion at
the book fair will host book
launches, author interactions,
and panel discussions in differ-
ent Indian languages and dia-

Highlights

» The Union minister will
also launch the National
Digital Library at event

» A total of seven lit-
erature festival, including
Ahmedabad International
Literature Festival, Bharat
'Literature Festival, The
Great Indian Books Tour,
and Pragati Literature
Festival will take part in
the fair

lects. The NDWBF will also
start a new initiative, titled
‘Festival of Festivals, which will
host different literature festivals
from across the country under
one roof.

A total of seven literature
festival, including Ahmedabad
International Literature Festi-
val, Bharat Literature Festival,
The Great Indian Books Tour,
and Pragati Literature Festival

will take part in the fair.

Apart from hosting Saudi
Arabia as the guest country,
the book fair will see the par-
ticipation of more than 40
countries, including the UK,
Austria, France, Spain, Turkey,
Italy, Russia, Taiwan, Iran, Ban-
gladesh, Sri Lanka and Nepal.

Authors, publishers and lit-
erary enthusiasts from different
parts of the world will be able
to interact with each other and
exchange ideas over the topics
of culture, literature, traditions
and history over the course of

10 days. With a long list of per-
formers, the NDWBF will also
host plays, poetry, music and
dance performance every day.

Folk fusion band ‘Dashugs’
from Ladakh, Sanskrit rapper
Shlovij, indie folk fusion band
Yugm, Sadho Band, Shadaj
Band, Jasu Khan and Group
from Rajasthan, and Kerala-
based rock band Thaikkudam
Bridge will be some of leading
pertormers at the event. AGENCIES
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SIX cities get
new campus
of IGNOU
Regional Centre

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Indira Gan-
dhi National Open Univer-
sity (IGNOU) saw the virtual
inauguration of new campus
buildings for IGNOU Regional
Centers in Bengaluru, Agartala,
Jammu, Port Blair, NOIDA,
and Pune by the Union Min-
ister of Education, Skill Devel-
opment, and Entrepreneurship,
Dharmendra Pradhan. Addi-
tionally, the laying of the foun-
dation stone for the upcoming
Regional Center building in
Vijayawada took place dur-
ing the ceremony held on
Wednesday.

Supported by the Educa-
tion Ministry under the HEFA
scheme, these state-of-the-art
facilities symbolise IGNOU’s
dedication to providing unpar-
alleled learning environments
for its students. The event also
witnessed the unveiling of a
cutting-edge studio at the Elec-
tronic Media Production Cen-
ter, IGNOU Headquarters,
reinforcing the institution’s
commitment to innovation.

In his address, Pradhan
highlighted IGNOU’ role as a
beacon of educational opportu-
nity, particularly in the digital
realm, extending its reach glob-
ally. He commended IGNOU
for swiftly aligning with the
objectives of the NEP 2020,
emphasising the universitys
readiness to embrace technol-
ogy-driven education.

C/ N PN P bde re s
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lot of management
text and advice is
common-sensical. It
‘ :: common sense if
i - B one agrees that
!Jasxc objective ofg managemg::
1s a propulsion of commercial
Interest. That this proposition
| may itself be in doubt is anoth-
* er matter altogether. There is no
substantial reason to see com.-
merce as the domain of all man-
i agement activities. If the purpose
! of management efforts is busi-
{ ness management, then to some
. extent, it can become an exten-
! uative logic because, at least, the
| assumption there is to focus on
. the optimization of business.
| However, there is business and
I business; manufacturing can be
. abusiness but has a veneer of its
. own. It does not cover the busi-
¢ ness of ideas, and the business of
. ideas can be a specialization of
,; its own, especially when it comes
! to being focused on education,
. financial exchanges, the
. exchange of news, and indeed
. exchange of money in stock
- exchanges. Thus, it is that busi-
' ness management has many
' forms of focus and interest. To
- cover all of it is difficult in a sim-
ple MBA program spread over
1200 to 1300 contact hours.
This kind of super specialisation
| or focus is difficult to achieve.
_ Thus, it is that management edu-
. cation covers a general set of
! what could be called core areas
i and then specialisations of a
more focused variety.
The lay of the land is so far to
create specializations in finance,
marketing, and the like; the
" emphasis on sectors such as
Agriculture or Research &
Development is yet to gather its
range and depth. This is not
. going to come easy because to
i create a curriculum, one needs
. reading material. The reading
i material is often in the form of
| books or publications in jour-
* nals, and this requires research.
. It also requires a forum for
! publication, which is in the
¢ form of print. Unless there is a
; definite market for these jour-
¢ nals or magazines they cannot
survive. Has the touchstone of
* journals or magazines, like much
else, also become commercial?
. However, what is commercially
relevant may not always be

intellectually feasible. Hence,
there is a contradiction, if not
a hiatus.
Be that as it may, it delays the
creation of a critical mass of
material, which in its own
right is worth publishing,
disseminating and preserv-
ing. The touchstone again
becomes commercial. It is
therefore not unusual to find
colleges taking a lesser inter-
est in non-commercial areas
than in activities that have a
commercial overlay. This is
not usual, but by the same
token, it is not in the best
interest of pursuing a schol-
arly interest.
In fact, it may be arguable that
scholastic interest is an
endeavour in its own right
and is indeed the heart of an
educational institution. To
sustain this focus requires
funds and research orienta-
tion.
The problem with finding
funds or this sort of effort is,
of course, the problem of jus-
tifying the return on those
funds. A one-to-one correla-
tion in such matters is diffi-
cult to establish, and it is even
more difficult to create a cli-
mate of justifying this as a

PIONEER, 09 FEBRUARY 2024,

Establishing meanin
educational prioritics

| The. mt_ncate t_’al_ance between practical demands of commercial relevance
- aspirations within management education

IN FACT, IT MAY BE
ARGUABLE THAT
SCHOLASTIC
INTEREST IS AN
ENDEAVOUR IN ITS
OWN RIGHT AND IS
INDEED THE HEART
OF AN EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTION. TO
SUSTAIN THIS FOCUS
REQUIRES FUNDS
AND RESEARCH
ORIENTATION

ful

o

é’”ﬁ"ﬁ

reflects the ever-changing nature

scholastic effort, which is the
foundation of any good edu-
cational institution.
It is difficult to argue that
worldwide, well-established
academic institutions invest a
substantial amount of
resources in creating this
research climate, and their
global recognition as institu-
tions of distinction is rooted
in precisely this kind of envi-
ronment.
Such contradictions are
common in life.
It is natural to envy the dis-
tinctiveness of others, but
the same kind of ease does
not accompany recognizing
what it takes to create that
kind of distinctiveness.
As the world moves on, the
global comparison, especial-
Iy amongst people who speak
a common language,
becomes more frequent.
Typically, there is a ranking of
universities, but the inter-se
ranking, as in India, is always
amongst institutions of the
English-speaking world. One
rarely sees comparisons
between the universities of
the English-speaking world
with the universities of the
Portuguese, Spanish or the

VINAYSHIL GAUTAM

and scholarly
of academia

Russian-speaking world.
Thus, it is that the word
global itself acquires a gener-
alization that does not merit
itand creates a misconception
about what is indeed truly
global.
Like all industries, educa-
tion as an industry - if it may
so be called-- has along way
to go before it matures. A
realization of this deficiency
is difficult to create and even
more difficult to dissemi-
nate. Gaining recognition of
the decision-making power is
still a more far-removed mat-
ter.
Clearly, education as an
endeavour has a long way to
go before it can truly be
assessed for its long-range
value, beyond common sen-
sical generalisations. The
occasion of a national educa-
tion policy would have been
a fit occasion to tackle some
of these issues, but then per-
haps it will have to await a
revision before this is
attempted.
(The writer is a well-known
management consultant of
international repute. The
views expressed
are personal)
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IMA opposes

NEXT exams,
cites threatto
med education

TiMes News NETwoRrk

New Delhi: The Indian Medi-
cal Association (IMA) has op-
posed the National Exit Test
(NEXT), a common qualifying
exam for medical graduates.
Initsletter to National Med-
ical Commission chairman
B N Gangadhar, IMA states it
has serious reservations on
the concept of NEXT “IMA
is convinced that medical edu-
cation in India will be jeopar-
dised by introducing NExT,”
the doctors’ body claims,
The letter by IMA states:
“NEXT defeats the vision of
the govt, of affordable and ac-
cessiblemedical education, by
seriously hampering the sur-
vival of medical institutions
in underprivileged communi-
ties and situations. We can’t
afford to train doctors and de-
ny degrees to practice. It may
be noted that only about 20%
of candidates secured more
than 50% marks in the NEET
PG exams in previous years.”
It adds: “Currently uni-
form standards of medical
education across all institu-
tions do not exist and testing
the entire country with one
test will not be feasible and
using the same exam to test
the basic minimum required
for licensing and the high
standards required for post-
graduate entrance assess-
ment is completely illogical.”
IMA said the multiple-
choice questions format will
decrease the attention and in-
terest of students in classes
and clinics. “It will result in
mushrooming of coaching
centres which are already
threatening medical educa-
tion in the country by patro-
nising only the rich,” said
an office-bearer of the IMA.
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