
NOTICE ISSUED TO CENTRE AND NTA 

Pleas Seek Transfer of 
HC NEET Cases to Apex 
Court; SC IssUes Notice 
CJI tags pleas witha 
similar petition filed 
by NTA earlier; next 
hearing on Thursday 

Our Political Bureau 

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on 
Monday issued a notice to the Centre 
and National Testing Agency (NTA) 
on a batch of pleas seeking transfer of 
petitions concerning National Eligi 
bility-Cum-Entrance Test (NEET 
2024) fromhigh courts to the top court. 

A bench headed by Chief Justice 
of India (CJI) DY Chandrachud tag 
ged the pleas with a similar plea fi 
led by NTA earlier in which SC had 
already stayed proceedings before 
the high courts pertaining to NE 
ET-2024. The petitions will come up 
for resumed hearing on Thursday. 
Last week, the Central Bureau of 

Investigation had submitted a sta 
tus report of its investigation into 
the alleged irregularities in the 
NEET-UG to the apex court. The 
agency had submitted, ina se 

aled cover, the status report 
on its findings regarding 
the alleged exam paper 
leak in Bihar and the al 
leged irregularities in 
Gujarat and Rajast 
han centres. 
As per available 

information, 
CBI's investigation 
has not found evi 
dence which co 
uld substantiate 

the allegations, 

the 

as claimed by the petitioners, of 
mass malpractice in the alleged le 
ak of examination papers. 
However, the agency has found in 

stances of "cheating and impersona 
tion"in Gujarat and Rajasthan cent 
res. The agency has questioned the 
Suspects and accused who were initi 
ally arrested by the Bihar Police in 
connection with the alleged paper le 
ak in the state. The ministry of edu 
cation and NTA have already filed 
their affidavits last Wednesday. 
The central government has also 

reachedout to IIT- Madras to identi 
fy the beneficiaries 
of wrongdoing in the 
NEETUG examina 
tion. After conduc 
ting data analytics, 
as sought by SC, IIT 
Madras opined that 
"there is neither any 
indication of mass 
malpractice nora lo 
calised set of candi 
dates being benefit 
ted leading to abnor 
mal scores 

CBI has found 
instances of 
'cheating and 
impers0 
nation' in 
Gujarat and 
Rajasthan 
centres 

In an affidavit filed 
by the education ministry late Wed 

nesday evening, the Centre told 
the top court that IIT-Mad 

rashas opined that �there 
is an overall increase in 
the marks obtained by 
students, specifically 
in the range of 550 to 

720. This increase 
is seen across ci 
ties and cent 

res". The IIT-Mad 
ras analysis furt 

her states that 
"this is attri 
buted to 25% 

reduction in syl 
labus. 
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Will Centre shift education to State List, asks Stalin 
TN. CM takes a dig at the BJP for persistently discussing Emergency imposed during the Congress rule at the Centre, asks if Union govt. will come 

forward to shift education from Concurrent List by revoking the decision taken during Emergency; launches expansion of flagship breakfast scheme 

The Hindu Bureau 
CHENNAI 

aking a dig at the 
BJP for having per 
sistently discussed 

the Emergency imposed 
during the Congress rule 
at the Centre, Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin 
on Monday asked if the 
BP-led Union government 
will come forward to shift 
education from the Con 
current List to the State 
List by revoking the deci 

taken during sion 

Emergency". 
Mr. Stalin was speaking 

at the launch of the expan 
sion of the Tamil Nadu go 
vernment's flagship Chief 
Minister's breakfast 
scheme at St. Anne's Prim 
ary School at Keezhacheri 

The expansion is set to 
benefit over 2.23 lakh chil 
dren studying in 3,995 
State-aided schools locat 
ed in rural areas across the 
State. 

At present, over 18.50 
lakh students studying in 

Stalin reiterated his 
govt.'s position on 
NEET for medical 

admissions and 
strongly opposed it 

Classes I to V in 30,992 
State-run schools have 
been benefitting from the 
Chief Minister's breakfast 
scheme. 

In a social media post, 
Mr. Stalin said he ho 
noured the late Congress 
leader and former Chief 

Minister K. Kamaraj by 
launching the expansion 
of the CM's breakfast 
scheme on the occasion of 
the late leader's birth 
anniversary. 

Dravidian model 
Mr. Stalin reiterated the 
Tamil Nadu government's 
position on the National 
Eligibility-cum-Entrance 
Test (NEET) for medical 
admissions and strongly 
opposed it. He recalled the 
legal steps taken by the 
State government. 

As far as the Dravidian 
model of governance is 
concerned, there should 
be no obstacles for chil 
dren from Tamil Nadu in 
their education, he said. 

"Be it hunger, NEET or 
the National Education 

Policy of the Union govern 
ment, our primary objec 
tive is to break such obsta 
cles" Mr. Stalin said. 

Recalling initial criti 
cism over the DMK's oppo 
sition to NEET, Mr. Stalin 
referred to the recent ob 
servations of the Supreme 

Court on the exam. "Even 
the entire country is oppoS 
ing NEET on the path led by 
Tamil Nadu," he said. 

10 new buses 
The Chief Minister also 
flagged off 10 new buses for 
the State transport corp0 
rations. a 

Tiruvallur MP Sasikanth 
Senthil, legislators V.G. Raa 
jendran, S. Chandran and 
S. Inigo Irudayaraj, Chief 

Secretary Shiv Das Meena b 
and senior officials partici 
pated in the event. 

d 

to 

in Tiruvallur district. 
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Revert to old method 
of recruiting staff for 
tribal schools: Brinda 
The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

CPI(M) Polit Bureau mem 
ber Brinda Karat on Mon 
day wrote to Tribal Affairs 
Minister Jual Oram over 
the recent centralisation of 
recruitment of teachers 
and staffers for tribal resi 
dential schools, saying it 
was "deeply flawed" and 
needed to be reversed in 
the best interest of the 

Ms. Karat requested the 
Minister's intervention in 
reverting to the previous 
method of letting the res 
pective State authorities re 
cruit teachers for these 
schools, adding that cer 
tralised recruitment would 
"undermine, if not des 
troy* the very purpose of 
these schools. 

In her letter to Mr. 
Oram, Ms. Karat said, �A 
centralised examination 

with no regard whatsoever 
for knowledge of Adivasi 
cultures, was designed. 
This shockingly made it 
Compulsory for all candi 
dates to have 'language 
competency' in both En 

CM 

glish and Hindi but not in 
the language of the State, 
leave alone that of the Adi 
vasi communities." 

The Hindu has reported 
that the centralised re 
cruitment for Eklavya Mo 
del Residential Schools for 
tribal students had intro 
duced a basic Hindi com 
petency as a requirement. 
As a result, a large number 
of recruits were from the 
Hindi-speaking States and 
they were lining up at the 
National Education Society 
for Tribal Students with 
transfer requests. 

«The best way to gua 
rantee the students' inter 
ests is to ensure that the 
staff and faculty of the 
EMR schools comprise of 
those who are familiar with 
the language spoken by the 
students and the cultural 
framework within which 
they live. Only local re 
cruitment should be consi 
dered... Clearly the present 

method is an assault also 
on the federal character of 
the Constitution as well as 
being damaging for the 
mandate of the EMRS," she 
said. 

students. 
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NEET-UGrow: 
top court 
issues notice 
on NTA plea 
The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on 
Monday sought responses 
from student-petitioners to 
a request made by the Na 
tional Testing Agency 
(NTA), Which is under a 
cloud over the conduct of 
NEET-UG marred by leaks 
and other irregularities, to 
transfer their pleas pend 
ing in various High Courts 

A Bench headed by 
Chief Justice of India D.Y. 
Chandrachud issued not 
ice to the petitioners. The 
NTA had applied to the SC 
to transfer the pending cas 
es in the High Courts to the 
SC for an authoritative rul 
ing. 

The three-judge Bench 
of the Chief Justice and Jus 
tices J.B. Pardiwala and Ma 
noj Misra are hearing over 
40 separate petitions seek 
ing various reliefs from 
fresh NEET to abolishment 
of the NTA. The Supreme 
Court is scheduled to hear 
the NEET case on Thurs 

day. 
The primary question 

before the Supreme Court 
is whether or not to order a 
re-test. The court has indi 
cated that its first priority 
0s to examine whether the 
Wrongdoers among the 
candidates could be segre 
gated from the innocent 
students. 

to the Supreme Court. 
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MINISTER ATISHI HIGHLIGHTS GRAVE IRREGULARITIES 

Struggling due to fund crunch: 12 Delhi govt-funded DU colleges 
VIDHEESHA KUNTAMALLA 

NEW DELHI, JULY 15 

STRUGGLE TO pay salaries, staff 
shortage, and pending dues 
12 Delhi University colleges are 
faced with multiple challenges 
amid fund crunch, officials and 
teachers have claimed. Fully fi 
nanced by the Delhi govern 
ment, these colleges have 
counted pending approvals and 
slashing of funds as the reasons 
behind the daily challenges amid 
an ongoing tussle over affiliation. 

Delhi Education Minister 
Atishi, however, has cited "grave 
procedural iregularities". 

In a statement Monday, the 
Delhi University Teachers 

Association (DUTA) said, "As 
against the requirement of 1,512 

teachers, there are only 824 
teachers (528 permanent and 
296 ad hoc), Same is the situation 
for non-teaching staff in these 
colleges -as against the require 
mentof 1,366, there are only483 
permanent and 285 contractual 
employees. The AAP government 
not allowing appointments and 
(is) cutting the fund to the tune 
of Rs 200 crore per year." 

"Teachers and other staff 

members are not paid salaries on 
time and other dues have not 

been paid for several years. This 
is when colleges are running on 
nearly half the strength," the 
statement claimed. 

However, Atishi countered 
the claims later in the day, say 
ing: There have beengrave pro 
cedural irregularities in these 12 
colleges.Post' creation... and re 

cruitments have happened 
without the permission of the 
govern1ment. These colleges ap 
pointeda staggering 1,897 em 
ployees, 939 teaching and 958 
non-teaching posts without the 
Delhi government's approval." 

Citing reports from the 
Directorate of Audit, she high 
lighted the special audit con 
ducted in 2020 on six of the 12 
colleges, which "unequivocally 
highlighted numerous instances 

of grave irregularities and proce 
dural lapses of the 'highest lev 
els' in expenditure exceeding 
hundreds of crores." "Let alone 
the approval, there should be an 
inquiry against these colleges. 
The Delhi government has di 
rected strong action against the 
administration of these colleges 
for creating illegal posts, includ 

ing recovering salaries since 
2015 of illegally appointed staff 
members," Atishi said. 

"These 12 colleges have con 
sistently received an annual grant 
in aid exceeding Rs 300 crore 
from the Government of NCT of 

Delhi for several years. They must 
be held accountable for ary misu 
tilisation of funds," she added. 

The Indian Express had re 
ported in January that the Delhi 
government had said it would 

only clear funding once these in 
stitutes vwere de-affiliated from 
DU and became part of one of 
Delhi's state universities. The 
statement came after DU Vice 
Chancellor Yogesh Singh wrote to 
Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan, saying the 
colleges will remain with the var 
sity and the state should continue 

funding them. 
On Friday, the V-C, during an 

Academic Council meeting, had 
said that all colleges will be asked 
to issue recruitment advertise 
ments for the vacancies by Juy 31. 

Speaking to The Indian 
Express, DU Registrar Vikas 
Gupta said, "It has been two 

years since approval for posts by 
the Delhi government in these 
colleges has been pending." 

Meanwhile, principals of 
these colleges said they're not 
able to recruit teachers forvacant 
posts as they don't have a green 
signal from the government. 

Payal Mago, Principal, 
Shaheed Rajguru College of 
Applied Sciences for Women, 
said, "We are notable to appoint 
permanent teachers as we have 
not received approval from the 

Delhi governmnent. There are 
more than 100 posts in this col 
lege. Of these, we hardly only 
have 20 permanent faculty 
members. About 55 of them are 

teaching on an ad hÍc basis." 
"Due to the staff crunch, our 

teachers are putting extra effort 
to close that gap so that students 
don't suffer. If this is the situa 
tion, we are goingto be in trOuble 
to pay salaries for the next 
month. This time, our ranking 
mightalso go down.," she added. 

A professor at Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya College saidWewere 
unable to pay salaries for June to 
our teachers. If this remains the 
case, how can we even afford to 
ask guest teachers to come? We 
won't be able to pay them too. As 
of today, there are 30 teaching 
posts vacant in our college." 

New Delhi 
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Weekend classes, shorter breaks: How JNU, DU 
plan to rejig calendar amid delayed UG admissions 

NEW DELHI: Universities in 
the national capital, includ 
ing JNU and DU, plan to hold 
weekend classes and have a 
shorter winter break in view of 

C delayed admissions due to the 
ii uncertainty around the dec 
h laration of CUETUG results. 

1 

The NTA announced on Sundaya re-test for over 1,000 CUET UG candidates on Fuly 19 

The National Testing 
Agency (NTA), the body that 
Conducts the entrance exam, 
announced on Sunday a re-test 
for over 1,000 CUET UG can 

e didates on July 19, following 
complaints from candidates, 
including issues of time loss 
due to the distribution of the 

Wrong question paper. 
The agency, however, has 

not clarified on the declara-
tion of result, which was origi-
nally scheduled to be released 
on June 30, and has now been 
delayed by over two weeks. The 
final answer key of the under 
graduate admission test has not 
been notified yet. 

A senior JNU official said 
the delay in the declaration of 
results wil impact the univer 
sity's plan to release an unified 
academic calendar for all the 
batches of students. 

The university will have to 
rely on extra classes on Satur-
days and may have to shorten 
its winter break to cover up for 
lost time to complete the sylla-
bus, the offcial said. 

Instead offive-days a week, 
we may have to teach six days 
a week and utilise Saturdays to 
cover up the syllabus. We will 
also consider shortening the. 
winter break if need be. 

"JNU had planned to 
release an unifed academic cal 
endar for all the batches from 

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE 

this year onwards to bring sym-
metry in the admission process. 
The practice was discontinued 
due to the challenges faced dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Things will become clear once 
the result dates are announced" 
the official said. Ambedkar 
University also plans on taking 
extra classes in the evening and 
weekends, and have fewer holi-
days to cover up for the delay if 
required, Vice Chancellor Anu 
Singh Lather sajd. 

Key Poits 
»A senior JNU official said the 

delay in the declaration of 
results will impact the univer 
sity's plan to release an uni 
fied academic calendar for 
all the batches of students 

» The university will have to 
rely on extra classes on 
Saturdays and may have 

to shorten its winter break 
to cover up for lost time to 
complete the syllabus' 

about two weeks or so due to 
the re-test. I don't think that 
is much of a time and can eas 
ily be compensated with some 
extra classes. 

"Originally, the session was 
supposed to start from August 
l for first year students and but 

ifthe results are not announced 
in the next two weeks, we will 
hold extra classes for them in 
the evening after regular classes 
on weekends and also reduce 
the number ofholidays to cover 

"There would be a delay of up Lather said. Classes for rest 

of the students will start as per 
the scheduled date, she said. 

In Delhi University, officials 
said the delay would cause the 
academic calendar of first-year 
students to end at a later date 
than scheduled. 

The schedule for the rest 
of the students will remain as 
usual with their classes sched 
uled to begin from August 1, 
D¯s registrar Vikas Gupta 
said. Earlier last week, DU 
notified its academic calendar 
for second-year students with a 
shortened winter break of four 
days. The varsity did not men 
tion the reason behind shorter 
winter break. 

Meanwhile, an official at 
IP University said the delay 
wouldn't affect its admission 
process as it takes admissions 
through CUET in its last leg 
and hopes the results will be 
out by then. 

Mahesh Verma, Vice Chan 
cellor of IP University said"We 
take admissions through 
national level entrance test 
for professional courses. We 
also have our own in-house 
entrance examination. AGENCIES 
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Employment data: Why do 
crucial numbers differ? 

RITWIK MUKHERJEE 
KOLKATA 15 JULY 

The recently released RB1 
KLEMS data reveals many 
interesting facets. For instance, 
the total labour force in India 
is at 59.7 crore, which is near 
Iyequivalentto 56.8 crore as per 
recently released ASUSE sur 
vey. This totalnumbeoflabour 
force is signiñicandy different 
fromprivate employmentsur-
veys. 

If we look at the decadal 

employment numbers as per 
RBI, during FY14-23 Indiahas 
created 12.5 crore jobs, com 
pared to only 2.9 crore during 
FY04-14. Evenifweexcude agri 
culture, the totalnumber ofjobs 
created in Manufacturing and 
Services is at 8.9 crore during 
FY14-FY23 and 6.6 crore dur 
ing FY04-FY14. 

Besides, the total employ 
mentreported bymicro, small 
and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs) registered with the 

MSMEMinistry has crossed the 
20-croremark, accordingto data 
from the Udyam registration 
portal. As of July 4, 4.68 crore 
Udyam-registered MSMEs 
reported20.19 crore jobsindud 
ing 2.32 crore jobs by GST 
exemptedinformalmicro enter 
prises, up by 66 per cent from 
12.1 crorejobs in Julylastyear. 

Now one interesting fact 
emerges by comparing EPFO 
data with KLEMS data. When 
onetakes the share ofEPFO with 
KLEMS, the FY24 share at 28 
percentis drasticallylower than 
the average share of 5-year 
period (FY19-FY23) at 51 per 
cent.As EPFO data capturepri 
marily low-income jobs, the 
declining share is quite encour 
aging and indicate that possi 
blybetter paidjobs are getting 
available in the economy. 

Also consider the fact that 
the share of formal labour 
force is 55 per cent as per 
ASUSE survey and6l per cent 
as per the PLFS survey. 

Therefore, the most per 
tinent question which often 
Comes to one's mind is that 

tress by noted labour econ-4 
I, omists. 

why are the government num 
bers different from private 
employment surveys. Signif-
icantly, the State Bank of 
India's economic research 
wing, headed by its Group 
Chief Bconomic Adviser, Dr 
Soumya Kanti Ghosh, has 
come up with couple ofpos 
sible logical reasons. One of 
them being that such private 
surveys, at times, possibly 
suffer from innateflaws in their 
sample selection technique, 
thereby under-representing 
women and young children 
as also the poor while over 
representing the other 
extreme. Subsequently, such 
unemploymentnumbers are 
more skewed, that is, con 
centration is more towards 
higher values, signifying that 
unemployment measured 
through such surveys are 
more on upside in compari 
son to PLFS.Itmay also be fac 
tually incorrect to account for 
the surge in workforce par 
ticularly female in agriculture 
as a sign of employment dis 

Mind you that jobs in agri 
culture account for 60 to 70 
per cent of the increase in 
female workforce participa 
tion in rural areas in recent 

years. This is attributable to 
significant increases in work 
opportunities in agriculture 
that have arisen from (a) rapid 
growthin the agriculture sec-: 
tor output (about 4 per cent 
annual growth) creatingextra, 
demand for labour, (b) a fall 
inemployment ofrural males 
in agriculture by about 13.3 mil 
lion between 2019-20 and 
2022-23, caused by their deci 
sionto shift to non-agricultural 
activities in rural and urban 
areas therebyvacatingjobs that 
could be taken up by female 
workers, and (c) thereluctance 
ofasection ofyoung maleper 
sons in rural areas to workon 
the farms which has con 
tributed to creation of employ 
mentopportunities forfemale 
workers. 

There are many labour 
economists, who think that a 
negative view should not be 
taken oftheincrease inemploy 
ment of unpaid female work 
ers and the rise in the share of 
self-employment. 

One therefore has to be 
very carefulabout dealing with 
and interpreting numbers. 

TENDER 

TPWODL 
TP WESTERN ODISHA DISTRIBUTION LIMITED 

(A Joint Venture of Tata Power and Government of Odisha) 
Corporate Office: Burla 

Dist.: Sambalpur (0disha)-768017 
Corrigendum to Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) 

T No. TPWODLISD/O1SITC/013/Corrigendum/001 
Date: 16-07-2024 

Rate Contract for SITC of 41 Nos, RTU. 
The time period is hereby extended for Submission of 
Tender Participation Fee and Authorization Letter 
through e-mail till 17th July, 2024, 15-00 hrs., after 
which link from e-Tender system shall be shared A 
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Four-year degree holders can now 
directly sit for UGCNET-A boon? 

SRISTY SINGH 

he National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 which has been implemented by hundreds of colleges in different phases with Karnataka being the first state allows students to opt for a three-year undergraduate degree or a four-year honours degree. While there is still an ongo ing battle between experts on how relevant the new education system would be, The 
Statesman asked a bachelor's student, a 
PhD student, and a professor about their thoughts on UGC's announcement that 
four-yea ÚG degree graduates will be able 
to sit for the NET examns, and this is what 
they had to say 

What are your thoughts on the new guidelines released by UGC? 
As I continue my B. Sc., before I would 

have had to go on to complete my M.Sc. 
then only would I have been eligible to sit 
for the NET exams. But now, if I maintain 
the 75 percent requirement each year 
throughout the course and hopefully qualify 

for the NET exams, I can right away begin to 
pursue my PhD and save time while getting 
into research for the field of my interest. I 
think this is a great opportunity to get there 
as soon as possible thus saving time. 

I see how the thought of finishing your 
bachelor's and then continuing to your 
master's and then being able to do your 
PhD can be tedious, but I feel with this 
option many more people might consider 
this opportunity presented. 

-Riya Jaiswal, botany major student 
from JDC 

Do you think this decision can prove helpful to the students who bear the poten 
tial to pursue a PhD and'manage to main 
tain the given score and qualify for the NET 
exams? 

As per the national education policy, 
this decision is good. PhD is a tough degree, 
so the cutoff kept for pursuing a PhD direct 
ly is also good. However, issues will still arise 
among students. They will be more driven 
towards a PhD than any other degree like B 
Ed, etc. which could lead to tough competi 

tion. This decision also saves one year that 
would otherwise be invested in pursuing a 
master's degree. From graduation to PhD, it 
generally takes 10 years for a science stu 
dent to get there. 

What were your initial thoughts on 
hearing the announcement? 

pursue it. I think some of the students can 
benefit from that. 

-Zeba Anjum, research scholar, PhD in going for PhD? 
zoology from Patna University 

I thought it was a very good initiative. 
There is a cut-off of 75 per cent. The four 
year course in itself is quite a demanding 
course and you are allowed to have quite an 
in-depth knowledge of the subject. If you 
can score a percentage of 75 per cent in the 
four-year course, then it's quite good and 
you are quite eligible to appear for the NET 
exam. In our time much of the topics that 
were included in the MSc syllabus are now 
included under the four-year UG syllabus. If 
a student has a thorOugh grasp of the sub 
jects, then I think they are very much eligi 
ble to sit for the NET exam and pursue the 
PhD because they have the creative ability 
and the critical thinking that is necessary to 

How different could it be from maybe, 
completing post-graduation first and then 

It depends on the student. Ifyou have a 
special interest in one of the subjects and 
you want to delve deeper into it or want to 
go to an advanced level then it's good to go 
for a post-graduation in that subject where 
you get a more in-depth knowledge and you 
are exposed to more advanced frontier areas 
of research into that subject. And then you 
sit for NET and go for research. Or maybe, a 
student is good but he/ she could not score 
75 per cent as per the requisite, then they 
can study for a further year in PG and then 
sit for the NET exam. 

For the students that will go from 
undergraduate to straightaway PhD, they 
might be more inclined to interdisciplinary 
research which is quite popular these days. 

-N. Bhattacharjee, assistant professor, 
chemistry department of JDC. 
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Panel on exam/NTA reforms gets 37k suggestions 
Manash.Gohain@timesofindia.com 

New Delhi: The high-level com 
mittee deliberating on improve 
ments in conduct of examin 
ations and National Testing 
Agency (NTA) reforms has re 
ceived over 37,000 public suggest 
ions, with 30,000 coming from 
students and candidates of vari 
ous such competitive exams. 

According to sources, the pan-
el plans to meet many of the stu 
dents whose suggestions it is re 
viewing. The panel is exploring 
various exam options based on 
their different prposes; for in-
stance, NEET and JEE are for ad-
mission to professional courses, 
while CUETUG and UGC-NET 
are for undergraduate admissions 
in general universities and eligi-bility tests for Junior Research 

TESTING TIMES 

Fellowship, assistantprofessor ap 
pointments, and PhD admissions. 

The committee has also con 
sulted Amey Karkare of IIT-Kan 
pur, an expert in programme 
analysis, compiler optimisations, 
software. engineering, and ma 
chine learning with a focus on 
computer-aided education, and 
Debapriya Roy, an expert in hard 
ware security, side-channel anal 
ysis, and applied cryptography 
from the same institute. 

Inlight of allegations of paper leaks and irregularities in na 
tional level competitive exams 
like NEETUGandUGC-NET con 
ducted by the NTA, the ministry 
of education forned a high-level 
committee on June 22. This com 
mittee, headed by former ISRO 
chief K Radhakrishnan, aims to 
ensure transparent, smooth, and 
fair examinations. Following re 
ports of a paper leak onthe"dark 

net," the govt cancelled the UGC 
NET a day after its delivery The 
Supreme Court is currently hear 
ingmultiple petitions seeking the 
cancellation and retesting of 
NEETUG, following arrests 
made by Bihar Police and the CBI. 

The committee, which first 
met on June 24, is expected to sub 
mit its recommendations by Au 
gust 24. Senior officials indicate 

that the committee has consulted 
various agencies with extensive 
experience in conducting exams, 
as well as officials from the NTA, 
NMC, UGC, Council of Scientific 

and Industrial Research, and Na 
tional Board of Examinations. 

According to sources famil 
iar with the deliberations, the 
panel is examining all exam 
modes in terms of their different 
purposes and numbers, and de 
termining the necessary checks 
and balances to address various 
challenges each exam faces. 

"It is also analysing the NTA's 
exam processes from the begin 
ning, including question setting, 
patterns, and logistics for trans 
ferring physical question pa 
pers. The panel is expected to 
make suggestions in these areas 
as well," said a source. 
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Manoj Sharma 

The battle for course correction in 
India's corporation-run schools 
manoj sharma@hindustantimes com 

NE JEW DELHI: Ashok Ag 
lawyer based in the 
stepped into a Municipal Corpo 
ration of Delhi (MCD) school for 
the first time in 1997. 

a 

"That year, Delhi's private 
schools had hiked their fees by 
up to 400%, sparking massive 
protests by outraged parents 
who turned to me for legal 
recourse. I visited a MCD school 
in Shahdara out of curiosity, 
wondering why, despite numer 
ous public schools in the Capital, 
parents preferred expensive, pri 
vate ones," recalled Agarwal. 

that the plan is to look at a ETF pcrsonnel currently 

What he saw shocked him. 
"The MCD school was a small 
setup under a tin-shade roof, 
with children sitting on the dirty, 
soggy floor." 

Now 71, Agarwal has since 
waged a legal battle in an 
attempt to overhaul Delhi's pub 
lic school system. His activism 
has been crucial in the abolish-
ment of private schools inter-
viewing young children and 
their parents before granting 
admission, ensuring equal rights 
for differently abled children, 
and securing court mandates to 
app 
RSPecial educators across 

i government, MCD, and 

"I have been visiting public 
schools for the past 27 years, and 
it pains me to say that despite this 
prolonged batle to ensure quality 
education for poor children in 
Delhi, pot much has change except that many of these schools 
have upgraded to brick struc 
tures," laments Agarwal. 

However, Delhi's civic body is 
not the only corporation that 
fails to deliver its mandate to 
provide primary education 

-municipal corporation schools 
across the country have consist 
ently made headlines for all the 
wTOng reasons. 

A history of education 
under civic bodies 
Municipal corporations estab 
lished the first schools in cities 
such as Mumbai, Kolkata, and 
Chennai (then Bombay, Calcuta, 
and Madras) in the late 19th cen 
tury or early 20th century to pro 
vide primary education to urban 
children. It was believed that 
civic bodies could integrate edu 
cational planning with other 
aspects of urban development, 
such as infrastructure, health, 
and sanitation, leading to better 
student outcomes. 

(Clockwise from top) Students 
at the KMC-operated Acharya 
Prafulla Chandra Roy 
Memorial School in Kolkata, 
one of the 226 corporation-run 
schools in the city: The Worli 
Seaface School, at Worli in 
Mumbai, one of the 1,147 
primary and secondary 
schools under the BMC; The 
entrance to the MCD primary 
school at the B-1 block JJ 
Colony in Bawana. 

"Corporations were considered 
ideally suited to provide educa 
tion due to their direct connection 
with the community, which 
meant they could offer a more 
responsive and tailored educa 
tional system," said Deep Chand 
Mathur, former PR0 of MCD. 

Today, MCD runs 1,534 pri 

RAJK RAJ, SAMIR JANA, ARCHIVE/ HT 
PHOTOS 

mary schools in the city, serving 
over 700,000 students the 
highest of any municipal corpo 
ration in India. In contrast, the 
Brihanmumbai Municipal Cor 
poration (BMC) has about 
320,000 students enrolled in its 

hoos while the Greater Chen 
1147 primary and secondary 

nai Corporation (GCC) has 
95.000 students in its 281 schools, 
and the Kolkata Municipal Cor 
poration (KMC) has 16,000 stu 
dents enrolled in its 224 schools. 

In April, the Delhi high court, 
addressing a PIL filed by Agar 
wal, rebuked MCD-which runs 
primary-level classes up to grade 
5-for its failure to supply uni 
forms, notebooks, and stationery 
to approximately 200,000 stu 
dents lacking bank accounts. 
The court remarked that this 
"did not represent a happy situa 
tion" and would lead to children 
losing interest in their education. 

Schools run by GCC are in no 
better condition. Many believe an 
inadequate education budget is 
the root problem- education 
gets less than U00 crore annualy. 
This has resulted in most GCC 

schools lacking basic amenities 
such as safe drinking water, clean 
toilets, and adequate furniture. 

GCC deputy commissioner 
(education) Sharanya Ari did not 
respond to HT's questionnaire 
about the state of affairs at cor 
poration-run schools. 

Last year, the Kolkata Munici 
pal Corporation (KMC) decided 

to close down 18 of its 242 pri 
nary schools due to declining 

student enrolments and 

dated school buildings. 
In February, the civic body pre 

sented a budget of 25,166.52 crore, 
allocating only 25212 crore to edu 
cation. Both mayor Firhad Hakim 

Atin Ghosh did and deputy toond toHTs alls and mes not 

added. 

sages for a comment. 

The need for progress 
Despite being a major education 
provider, MCD has grappled with 
vears of governieals insist a 

lapathy and 
neglect. But its 
course correction is underway. 
"We have identified schools in 
need of upgrades and constructing 
new ones while renovating exist 
ing ones citywide. These new 
schools will feature Smart boards, 
play equpment, spacious play 
grounds, and modern teaching 
methods," said an MCD official. 

In recent years, corporations 
in cities such as Mumbai and 
Ahmedabad have successfully 
rebranded and revamped their 
schools. For example, BMC 
India's richest corporation -in 
2020 rebranded its schools as 
Mumbai Public Schools (MPSs), 
introducing a new logo and col 
our scheme for "We have Duildings. 

been constantly 
improving our schools. Renam 
ing was aimed at t changing the 
perception of municipal schools 
and attracting more students," 

"The success of municipal 
schools is when the local commu 
nity proudly feels 'it is our school!. 
Corporations like Mumbai have 
undertaken important initiatives to improve their schools. Mum 

SCHOOL 
S4354 

bai, for instance, has collaborated 
with NGOs to provide essential 
pre-primary education, crucial 
for laying a strong foundation for, 
primary education. The corpora 
tion has also invested in new 
infrastructure," said Farida Lam 
bay, co-founder of Pratham, an 
NGO dedicated to improving edu 
cation quality for underprivileged 
children. 

The Ahmedabad Municipal 
Corporation School Board has 
also been working to strengthen 

its schools, converting existing 
schools into "smart schools". 

"Our smart schools feature 
Smart boards, 3D educational 
charts, development pro 

grammes, and vocational train 
ing. We have also distributed 
laptops to students in many of 
these schools. We are currently 
operating 80 smart schools," 
said Ahmedabad municipal 
commissioner MThennarasan. 

Milind Mhaske, CE0 of Praja 
Foundation, which advocates 
participatory city governance, 
said there is a need to reform the 
administrative structure that 

"The decision regarding a 
school should be taken at the 
neighbourhood level. There is a 
need to adopt new management practices by giving more auton 
omy to school leaders... Besides, 
comprehensive, regular evalua 
tion of children to measure 
learning outcomes and proper, 
periodic c evaluation of teachers.. 
are essential to maintain educa 
tion standards in månicipal schools," he said. s 

private unaided schools. 

said a BMC offlcial. 

governs municipal education. 
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CUET: 
classes 
from

n 

Not 

opting 
out 
of 

A
ugust 

16: 

DU 
V-C Ashna 

B
utani 
NEW

 
DELHI Delhi 

U
niversity 

(D
U

) 
Vice 
Chancellor 
Yogesh 
Singh 

on 

Saturday 

said 

they 
are not 

considering 

opting 
out of the 

Com
m

on 

U
niversity 

Entrance 

Test 

(CU
ET) 

re gim
e, 

am
id 

grow
ing 

con cerns 

about 

the 

delay 
in the 

declaration 
of results. 

dy 
ng 

is ad 

The 

delay 
in 

results 

has 
led 
to the 

dem
and 

to 
opt 

out 
of the CUET. 

FILE 

Mr. 

Singh 

also 

said 
the university 

will 

start 

hold 

ing 

classes 

from
 

August 
16, which 

he 

said 
is a tentative 

date 

assum
ing 

that 

there 

will 
be 
a three-w

eek 

delay 

in 

the 

declaration 

of results. 

SO
 

It said 

the 

CUET 
re placed 

a "tim
e-tested 

sys tem
" 

and 

the 

DU 

adm
inis 

tration's 
"hurried 
decision 

to
 

opt 
for 

CU
ET 

w
ithout 

re gard 
to 

the 

concerns 

raised 

by 

teachers 
has 

resulted 
in total 

chaos 

and 

delay 
in 
ad m

issions". 

ar 
at 

to 
Ct The 

unified 

exam
 

for 
ad m

issions 
to 

Central 

univer 

sities 
is conducted 
by 

the 
N

ational 
Testing 
Agency 

(NTA), 

which 
is facing 

criti cism
 

over 
the 

delay 
in 
the CUET-UG 

results, 
a qualify 

ing 

test 

for 

adm
ission 

to undergraduate 
courses. 

In
 

il 
d 

In
 

response, 

the 

Vice Chancellor 

said, 

*Even 
if the 

university 

conducts 
its OW

n 

exam
, 

we 

W
ould 

face 

a sim
ilar 

set 
of challenges." 

e 

'Follow
ing 

UGC 
norm

s 

it 

are 
University 

"T
here 

M
eanwhile, 

a university 
of 

opt 
out 
of 
the 

CUET 
as they 

ficial 

said 

institutes 

cannot Grants 
C

om
m

ission 
(UGC) 

som
e 

delays, 
but 

we 

will wait 
for 

the 

results 

and 
be 

the 

gin 
the 

adm
ission 

process 

soon," 
he 
said. 

guidelines. 

follow
 

A
cadem

ic 

Several 

professors 
at the Council 

m
eeting 

on 

Friday 

had 

dem
anded 

to 

opt 
out of the 

testing 

system
. 

university's A
 

note 
by 
the 

Dem
ocrat 

ic 

Teachers' 

Front 

(D
TF) 

said 
the 

NTA 
has 

declared 
a retest 

for 

CUET-UG 

from
 dinate 

delay 
in 

the 

CUET 

July 
15 
to 
19, 

"W
ith 

the 

inor 

UG 

results, 

adm
issions 

are now
here 

in 

sight," 
it said. 
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Dtimesofindia.com 

1 electrifying arena stand two 
formidable opponents, poised 

New Delhi: Imagine a colos 
sal stadium ablaze with lights, 
cameras capturing every mo 
ment, and an audience buz 
zing with excitement and ad 
renaline. In the heart of this 

) and ready for their final show 

Meet the new crop of robots, courtesy students across India 

down. But these aren't human 

contenders-they're robots, 
locked in an an epic battle for the 
2024 DD Robocon India title. 

This was the exhilarating 
scene at Delhis Thyagaraj Sta 
dium on Sunday evening. Af 
ter fierce competition among 
robots from 46 colleges across 
the nation, the final clash saw 

3two mechanical titans facing 
off: one from Pimpri Chinch 
wad Colle ge of Engineering 
and the other from Nirma Uni 
versity. After a three-minute 
long battle, the match was fi 
nally won by Nirma Universi 
ty from Ahmedabad. 

Can taKe care of hlm 

This year, the competition 
theme at Robocon was Har 
vest Day in which the robots 
had to plant as many rice seed 
lings as possible in the make-
believe field. Furthermore, 
the robots had to pick up the 
balls that represented seeds 
and take them for storage at 

the stylos. The teams that pla 
ced the maximum number of 
saplings were announced as 
the winning team. The theme 
of the ABU Robocon was deci 
ded by Vietnam 's ABU Robo 
Con organising team 

DD Robocon India 2024 
was powered by IIT Delhi and 
Prasar Bharati. The aim of 
Robocon is to promote techni 

IIT PROFESSOR SAYS 

This year, Robocon was 
much more exciting 
and saW more 
advancement. This 
year, the robots 
were fully automated. 
This is a new 
demonstration arnong 
the students, and each 
team has used Al 
elements this year 

of electiocut ion. 

cal skill development, innova 
tion and teamwork among 
engineering students, provi 
ding visibility and recogni 
tion in the field of robotics, 
More than 750 students from 
over 46 colleges, institutions 
and universities in the count 
ry participated in DD Rob0 
con. This is a national-level 

"Despite the fact that people ha details on who the pole belongs to. gence that caused Ahuja's death. 

Photo: Anindya Chattopa dhyay event happening for the last 23 

years in the country. 
The competition was divi 

ded into three stages. In the 
first stage,69 teams submitted 
their proposals, specifying 
the sizes of their tentative ro 
bots and their CAD drawings. 

Speaking to TOI, IIT pro 
fessor Sunil Jha said, "This 
year, Robocon was much more 
exciting and saw more advan 
cement. This year, the robots 
were fully automated. This is 
a new demonstration among 
the students, and each team 
has used AI elements this ye 
ar:" Headded, "A lot of recruit 
ment companies also attend 
the Robocon to see the new in 
novations of the students, 
which encourages students to 
put their best foot forward." 

The winning team from 
DD Robocon 2024 will repre 
sent India at international 
Asia-Pacific Broadcasting 
Union (ABU) Robocon 2024. 
The ABU Robocon 2024 will ta 
ke place in Quang Ninh, Viet 
nam, on Aug 25. 

Talkingabout the winning 
team, the professor said, "The 
winning teams are quite good 
and we are very optimistic 
that this year, India could win 
at the international Robocon, which will probably happen for the first time." 
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Hazaribag again: 250 of 1,000 takirng 
CUET re-test are from 0asis school 
'Missing Data & Question Papers In Wrong Language Necessitated Re-Exam' 

Manash.Gohain @timesofindia.com 

New Delhi: The Hazaribag school 
centre, under Scrutiny for an al 
leged NEET UG paper leak, is back 
in the news. Out of 1,000 CUET-UG 
aspirants for whom National Test 
ing Agency (NTA) is conducting a 
retest on July 19, 250 candidates are 
from Oasis Public School in Hazari 
bag. According to NTA sources, the 
retest is necessary due to the distri 
bution of question papers in a lan 
guage not chosen by the candidates 
and issues with "missing data" for 
some aspirants. 

The agency announced the retest 
schedule on Sunday but did not ad 
dress the delay in the results, which 
are already over two weeks late. The 
final answer key has also not been re 
leased. The official notification on 
Sunday stated that grievances sub-
mitted by candidates up to June 30, 
and complaints sent to rescue 
tug@nta.ac.in between July 7-9 (be 
fore 05.00pm) have been reviewed. 
The re-examination will be conduct-
ed for the affected candidates on July 
19 in computer-based test mode. 

The public notice did not specify 
the number of candidates or the na-
ture of the grievances. However, 
sources indicate multiple issues, in-
cluding "missing data" for some as-

The CUET-UG re-examination will be conducted for the affected candidates on July 19 
in computer-based test mode, the agency announced on Sunday 

pirants. According to NTA Sources, 
the "1,000 candidates are spread 
across six states, and some grievanc-
es include time lost due to the distri-
bution of the wrong question paper:" 

iStock 

The distribution of incorrect 
question papers also occurred dur 
ing the NEETUG exam on May 5, 
leading NTA to grant grace marks for 
the lost time. However, following op-
position and pleas in Supreme Court 

This raises questions about how 
long NTA will take to release the re 
sults. Initially scheduled for June 30, 
the results were delayed due to the 
paper leak allegations involving 

NEETUG, and UGC-NET. On July 7, 
the agency released the provisional 
answer key for CUET-UG 2024, indi 
cating a retest for candidates if 
grievances were validated. "Initial 
ly, it was decided to announce the re 

against the inflation of marks, NTA 
withdrew the results and announced 
retest for l,563 candidates, 813 of 
whom attended the exam on June 23. 

Sources also mentioned that 
NTA has not been able to retrieve da-
ta for some candidates. "Some data 
are missing, so these candidates 
will have to take the test againon Ju-
ly 19", said the source, without re 
vealinghow the data was misplaced. 

NTA announced the 
retest schedule Sunday 
but did not address the 
delay in results, which 
are already two weeks 
late. The answer key has 
also not been released 

sults for the remaining candidates before the retest, and subsequently for the rest. However, a final decision 
is yet to be made," said the source. in 
dicating further uncer tainty 

Delhi University has already in 
dicated that a three-week delay in 
results would delay the universitv's 
academic calendar by two weeks it 
now appears the delay will extend to 
nearly four weeks, further affecting 
the academic calendar for the first 
year undergraduate students for 
the 262 participating universities, 
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GO>'s Job? Find The X Factor For Factories 
LS poll results have sent clear message on what voters want. But a giant manufacturing 

leap is must for employment generation. Budget is a good place to begin 
Gurcharan Das 

There were many reasons for the 
surprises in LS election results, most 
related to local issues. However, one 
common thread nationally was an 
undercurrent of anxiety among voters, 
especially in Hindi heartland. It 

related to jobs and to a lesser extent food prices. People 
werenot necessarily unemployed-they were under 

employed and aspired to better jobs. 
No one seemed to address their concern during 

campaigning. BJP offered a vision of a rapidly 
growing economy that would become world's third 
largest, but didn't bother to relate growth to jobs. 
Opposition stuck to a message of freebies, promi 
sing to fill vacancies in govt jobs. The election 
has thus sent a clear, sobering message to new govt: 
create quality jobs. 

Missing the jobs Since 1991, India has grown 
handsomely, at almost 6% a year, lifting 400mn 
people out of poverty. Extreme poverty has come 
down to less than 5% of population. But high growth 
hasn't created enough jobs. Why? Because India has 
failed to create an industrial revolution. It has done 
exceptionally well in services, but that is not the 
answer for 45 % of nation's workers, who are stuck in 
agriculture. 

All successful nations have developed by creating 
an industrial revolution. More recently, East Asian 
nations - Singapore, South Korea and Taiwan - have 
become prosperous by following a simple strategy of 
exporting labour-intensive manufactured products. 
China is the latest example. India has failed - manu 
facturing accounts for only 15% of GDP, and India's 
share of global exports of goods is less than 2%. To fix 
this has to be the new govt's single-point agenda. 

Recent periodic labour surveys, including last week's 
RBI report, have shown a pick-up in jobs and labour 

participation. But these surveys point to 'self-employ 
ment' or low-end informal jobs, at best low-productivity 
jobs in construction or trade. 

Naysayers will argue an industrial revolution's time 
is past as technology will soon make humanjobs obsolete; 
environmentalists are terrified of climate effects of 
another "industrial revolution". Fact is technology's 
threat to jobs is more immediate in white-collar services 
than in making shoes, toys and garments. As for the 

environment, it'll mean acting more sustainably. To give 
up on manufacturing would be the wrong moral choice. 

Structural reforms a must | To achieve the goal, govt will 
need major reforms, including the three big ones 
previous govts failed to pull off, relating to land acquisi 
tion, labour codes, and farm laws. Itll need bringing 
down power and railway rates to competitive levels, 
andjudicial reform for quick enforcement of contracts, 

plus a continuous focus on ease of doing business. 
Above all, it' ll need education reform to deliver an 
employable workforce with an apprentice programme. 

This requires heavy lifting, made heavier now by 
coalition compulsions and an energised opposition. 
Modi's strong suit is implementation, not persuasion; he 
isn't 'consultative' by nature, neither a 'deal maker like 
Lyndon Johnson; nor an ideological reformer like 
Thatcher or Deng, who incessantly'sold' the reforms. But 

because he's a doer, there's a good chance of success. 
It'll need a change in mindset, however:. Tariffs 

will have to be brought down to competitive levels. 
Large firms will need to be induced to enter labour 
intensive manufacturing. Once big firms gain 
market share, smnall and medium firms will flourish 
as component suppliers. Industrial policy will have 
to rewardexports and jobs, instead of production, as 
in the PLI scheme. Indian companies will have to 
disrupt global markets with innovation, which isn't 
their strong suit. Hence, the need to bring in multi 
nationals to set up a second hub, the so-called China 
+1 strategy, similar to Apple in cellphones. 

Time's right | Preconditions fora takeoff are better 
than ever. Infra is vastly improved - road mileage 
has doubled since 2011; port handling capacity has 
quadrupled. India is now one market after GST. Digital 
revolution has reduced friction and systemic corrup 
tion. And demographics are still in our favour for 
at least a dozen years. Creating a labour-intensive 
industrial revolution will need quick action from 

multiple ministries. Empowered leadership will be key 
to coordinating hundreds of actions, in mission mode. 

The ethos of a new govt is set in the first 100 days. 
With Budget around the corner, now is the time to act. 
There's a huge prize waiting if India manages to pull it 
off. It means India too will one day catch up with Asian 
tigers and achieve 2047 goal of Viksit Bharat. What 
could be a bigger moral imperative than transforming, 
adeveloping country into a middle-class nationqsST 
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GATE 2025 may witness a 
10% increase in registrations 
Both GATE and JEE Advanced involve faculty members of IITs at every stage of the 
operation with the whole process overseen by committees comprising IT directors 

Rajlakshmi. Ghosh 
@timesofindia.com 
| he Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Roor 
kee has taken over the 

mantle from the Indian Insti 
tute of Science (IISc) Bangalo 
re to conduct the Graduate 
Aptitude Test in Engineering 
(GATE) in 2025. The institute 
has recently launched GATE 
website (gate2025.ütr.ac. in) 
where aspirants can check 
the latest updates. Moreover, 
the GATE 2025 syllabus and 
exam pattern have also been 
released for all 30 subjects 
setting the stage for the ex 
am's upcoming application 
process. The focus, given the 
nising instances, of malpracti 
ces and compromised integri 
ty in national level entrance 
exams, is on the smooth con 
duct of the exams, and IT Ro 
orkee is gearing up to meet 
the challenge. 

T 

Speaking to Education Ti 
mes, Prof KK Pant, director IT 
Roorkee, says, "Ensuring the 
integrity and exXcellence of 
GATE 2025 is our foremost 
Commitment. With meticulo 
us planning and enhanced 
user experience, we aim to fa 
cilitate a seamless examina 
tion prOcess that empowers 
aspining engineers and scien 
tists acrOSS the country." 

Echoing similar thoughts, 
Prof P Arumugam, organising 
chairperson -GATE 2025 and 
professor of Physics, IT Roor 
kee, explains, "Since its in 
ception in 1983, the GATE ex 
am processes were meticulo 
usly drafted and refined con 
sistently by the faculty 
memberS of IT's and ISc. The 
Iecent developments related 
to the Computer-Based Test 
(CBT) With external partners 
also have 

We plan to improve the experience 
of the candidates appearing for this 
exam through the quality of the 

questions and the CBT. 

- Prof P Arumugam, organising 
chairperson - GATE 2025 

No questions have 
been raised about 
the sanctity of IT 
organised GATE 
and JEE Advanced 

a significant contribution 
from our System. IT Roorkee. 
with the support of other zo 
nal IITs and ISc, will be keen 
to maintain the quality of GA 
TE exams which open up se 
veral opportunities for the 
bright and deserving stu 
dents." He elaborates further, 
"With the input from the va 
ious committees set up for 
this purpose, IIT Roorkee isfo 
cusing on a flavwless conduct 
of GATE 2025. We plan to im 
prove the experience of the 
candidates appearing for this 
exam through the quality of 
the questions and the CBT. 
The exams will be conducted 
all over India in the cities lis 
ted on our website. However, 
the list of cities may change 
depending on the applica 
tions we receive and the re 
Commendations of our CBT 
partner." Notably, 226 exam 
cities have been listed on the 
GATE Website till date, which 
is the same as last year. 

Secuity protocols 
"CBT mode with sufficient se 
curity protocols (like encryp 
tions) for handling the ques 
tions is crucial. GATE and JEE 
Advanced involve the faculty 
members of ITs at every sta 
ge of operation with the who 
le process overseen by com 
mittees involving the direc 
tors of ITs. In this digital era, 
many of the exam processes 
are vulnerable and hence we 
are reviewing the relevant 
processes, " adds prof Arumu 
gam. Highlighting the credi 
bility of the exam process, 
Prof Deepankar Choudhu 
ry, National Organising 
chairperson of GATE 

2021 and Natio 

nal Organising vice-chair of 
IT JEE (Advanced ) 2015 says, 
"IT organised GATE and JEE 
Advanced exams are held 
with the utmost care, and in 
the past over 20 years, no qu 
estions have been raised abo 
ut the sanctity of the exam by 
stakeholders including the 
general public. We, rom the 
IIT system, send our own fa 
culty and staff members for di 
rect inspection of the exam 
centres both during the exam 
and on the eve of the exam day 
to address any possible glit 
ches no matter how insignifi 
cant. All the seven zonal ITs 
for JEE Advanced and an equ 
al number for GATE in addi 
tion to ISc have a sense of ow 
nership in conducting the ex 
ams, which brings with it a 
huge sense of responsibility. 

Choudhury further points 
out that though the same qu 
estion paper for each subject 
in GATE is circulated throug 
hout the country to maintain 
uniformity of standards, yet 
several layers of secrecy are 
maintained at every step. 

Rise in numbers 
Discussing the possibility of 
increasing registrations in 
GATE 2025, Arumugam says, 

"We expect that there will be 
an increase of arOund 10% in 
registrations this year, tho 
ugh we are preparing to hand 
le about 15% increase. Last 

year, the number of candida 
tes registered was 7,42,324. 
Including the double papers 
chosen by many candidates, 
the number of registrations 
was 8,26,288." No new pa 
pers are being added this year 
hence the exam will continue 
to have 30 test papers as in 

GATE 2024. "We are proces 
sing the requests for new pa 
pers which will be introduced 

for GATE 2026," he in 
forms, dismissing any 
changes in the exam pat 
tern and syllabus. "The syl 
labus revision will start this 
year and will be implemen 
ted for GATE 2026," he adds 
GATE 2025 exarm, meanwhi 
le, will be conducted on Fe 
bruary 1, 2, 15 and 16, 2025 
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DTU launches MTech by Research to 
boost mnultidisciplinarity in engineering 
The programme comprises three semesters for research while the remaining semester incudes core and elective courses 

Shehwaaz Khan 
e timesofind1a com 

n ahgment Tth the 
New Educaton Policy 

(NEP 2020) and to promo 
te multid1sc1pl1nary learning 
in engineerng. Delh1 Tech 
nological Un1vers1ty (DTU) 
recently launched the 
MTech by Research pro 
gramme. starting from the 
academIc session 2024 

2025 The programme is de 
Signed for Students who 
wish to pursue in-depth re 
search and build a career in 
Research & Development in 
special1sed fields. 

Open to bachelor 's stu 
dents of all engneering di 
SCipl1nes, the prOgtamme 1s 
offered by 11 departrnents at 
the University. including 
the Departments of Applied 
Chemistry, Applued Phy 

sIcs, Civl Eng1neenng. Bio 
technology. and Depart 
ment of Multid1sciplinary 
Centre for Geoinformatics 
(MCG), among others. Stu 
dents will be able to take 

special1sations of their in 
terest ofered by these de 
partments and dedicate two 
years tO research on any of 
their chosen areas. 

"Only a few institutions, 
includ1ng some ITs, offer 
the MTech by Research pro 
gramme, which prmarily fo 
Cuses on the student's rese 
arch undertaken over two 

years. What differentiates 
this prograrmme from regular 
MTech programmes iS its 
Structure regular MTech 
programmes typically con 
SISt of three semesters of co 
ursework and One semester 

of research In contrast, the 
MTech by Research pIo 
gramme dedicates 75 % of its 
duration to research, with 

Only a few 
institutions, 
including some IITs, 
offer the MTech by 
Research 
programme 

the remaining 25% dedica 
ted to core and elective cour 
ses," says Prateek Sharma, 
Vice-chancellor, Delhi Tech 
nologicalUniversity. 

Interdisciplinary approach 
"The programme is desig 
ned in a way that multiple 
departments collaborate to 
offer an extensive research 
methodology and support 
to the students, " says Rin 
ku Sharma, dean (Acade 
mics), DTU 

The programme has been 
introduced to brndge the gap 
between vanous enginee 
ing disciplines and create a 
space for interdiscipli1nary 
research AK Srivastava, 
professor, Department of Ci 
vil Engineering and dean, 
Outreach and Extension Ac 
tivities, says, "Due to the 
constantly changing techno 
logies, research in enginee 
ring cannot be conducted in 
1solation In Civil Enginee 
ing, for instance, new AI 

enabled technologies are 
being utilised for monito 
ing, evaluation, and instru 
mentation, among others 
Therefore, there is a role for 
other departments such as 
Software, Electronics, and 
Electrical Engineering. too, 
hence, researchers in Civil 
Engineering can have ac 
cess to diverse disciplines 
to develop competencies in 
these areas" 

The Department of Civil 
Engineering is offering rese 
arch projects such as Al-Dri 
ven Structural Health Moni 
Loring, Machine Learning 
in Construction Manage 
ment, Data Science for 
Smart Cities, and Predicti 

ve Maintenance 
of Infrastructure. 

"Several go 
vernment bodies 

such as the Central 
Road Research Institu 

te, Central Soil and Mate 

rials Research Station, and 
National Institute of Rock 
Mechanics are conducting 
extensive and cutting-edge 
research, where MTech by 
Research students can ut 
ilise their skills. Moreover, 

there are dedicated Rese 
arch & Development de 
partments in many govern 
ment and private entities 
where interdisciplinary re 
search is being conducted," 
adds Srivastava 

Ruchika Malhotra, asso 
ciate head and professor in 
the Department of Software 
Engineering. highlights 
the benefits of the program 
me, stating, "The transition 
from MTech by Research to 
PhD programmes will be 
significantly smoother due 
to the programme's exten 
sive focus on research acti 
vities. This focus will better 
preparestudents for advan 

choose to pursue a PhD 

Eligiblity criteria 
Candidates with an engine 
ering degree. who wsh to 
pursue the programme. 
must appear for the GATE 
exam or the MTech by Rese 
arch Adm1ssion Test con 
ducted by DTU. Following 
thhs, an nterview will be 
conducted by the University 
that wll fnalise adm1ssion 
to the cOurse. 

Students who pursue the 
programme are hired n rese 
arch-specic roles and as 
consultants in public and pn 
vate organisations "As per 
our expernence in the past 

placement drives, organisa 
tions have showm nterest in 
PhD cand1dates for research 
based profiles. Students 
who complete ther MTech 
by Research programme will 
be hired in similar positions. 
We are in talks wmth past re 
cruiters of our regular 
MTech programmes such as 
Wipro, Capgem1n1, and Sie 
mens who have also shown 
interest in students who gra 
duate from the MTech by Re 
search programme for their 
Research & Development 
departments Moreover, a 
Memorandum of Understan 
ding (MoU) 1s underway 
with other private organisa 
tions," says Rajesh Rohilla, 

Every department has a 
specific research focus that 
students can pursue, which 
includes research projects 
on Polymer Science and Che 
mical Technology at the De 
partment of Applied Che 
mistry; Biomed1cal Data Sci 
ence, Sustainable Environ 
Iment, and Advanced 

Therapeutics offered at the 
Department of Biotechnolo 
gy, among others. ToH ced research, in case they 

dean, Alumni Affairs, DTU. 
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Will there be enough takers for MBBS in Hindi 
While the courses in Hindi will help in better comprehension in the initial years, at the PG level, the students will have to transition to English for making a headway in the cees 

Rajlakshmi.Ghosh 
@timesofindia.com 

fter Madhya Pradesh, the 
Bihar government is set 
to offer Bachelor of Medi 

cine, and Bachelor of Surgery 
(MBBS) courses in Hindi from the 
upcoming academic session, 
which makes it the second state 
to address English phobia among 
students. The new MBBS Hindi 
course will be as per the AIMS 
Delhi sylabus for students who 
qualify the NEETUG 2024 exam. 
With around 85,000 govermment 
schools in Bihar where Hindi is 
the medium of instruction, the 
new initiative is expected to ma 
ke the academic journey of stu 
dents easier and help them over 

A 

come their limited prou 
the English language. 
though are divided in their opi 
nions � while some claim that it 
would help students compre 
hend their subjects better and 
give them more confi 
dence, others feel it 

will limit thei pro 
spects in higher edu 
cation, and on a global 
scale. Speaking to Ocduca 
ion Times, Dr B Srinivas, 
secretary, NMC, says, "As 
per the NMC regulations, 
medical education should 
be in English. However, 
the MBBS course is being 
customised in certain states, 
and even there, they will have to 
QIoVide literal translation of the 

medical textbooks as no new 
words can be introduced. The 
aim is to help students make an 
easy transition to the MBBS co 
uuse since many of them, speci 
ally from Bihar and Rajasthan. 
come from rural areas and tend 
to struggle with English langua 
ge textbooks " 

CAMPUS 

Handholding exercise 
MBBS n Hind, consequently. 
will be a handholding exercise 
but students will ultimately have 
to transition to PG medical edu 

cation in English. where they will 
not have such lexblity. "Once 
the students become familiar 

with the medical 
terminologi 

es. it will become easier to transit 

to English. Since we are part of 
the WFME (World Federation for 
Medical Education) regulations, 
all medical colleges in India must 
follow the same global stan 
dards, and evenifthe MBBS Cour 
se is in Hindi or in any other lang 
uage, students will finally have to 
appear for their exams in English. 
Hence, MBBS in Hindi is more of a 
facilitating measure, rather than 

areplacementfor the programme 
in English," adds Dr Srinivas. 
Language translation can be a ti 
me-consuming task and if states 
are takingupthe initiative of indi 
genising medical education, ef 
forts should be made to ensure 

that faculty experts with a good 
grasp of Hindi, English and their 
subjects, are engaged for the pur 
pose, says Dr Srinivas. 

Unnecessary step 
Dr Manoj Kumar, professor and 
head, Department of Surgery, AI 
IMS Patna, doubts the effective 
ness of such an initiative, since 
the faculty he says will not be 
comfortable using Hindi termino 
logies for English words "In any 

case, most of our classes are bi 
lingual, so it is not as if the lectu 
res are exclusively in English. 
MBBS in Hindi may also undermi 

ne the intellect of the 

students who, in 
institutes like AI 
IMS, are among 

the cream of the lot, having studi 
ed English texts in their class XII 
boards and cracked NEET. Many 
of our doctors are from Hindi me 
dium schools, but that has never 
prevented them from excelling in 
the UK, US or Australia. If we we 
re able to manage MBBS in Eng 
lish for the past 100 years, why 
should the problem arise now," 
he asks. MoreOver, most of the 

classrooms have a diverse mix of 
students, MBBS i 

a wedge 
betwonay dn 

,says 
Kumar. "Only time will tell if stu 
dents want to take it up as their 
preference since they are not ex 
pected to comprehend English 
texts where the language is ar 
chaic and difficult, " he adds. 

ve 

in the state have opted for MBBS in Hin 
di in their first year for which textbooks 
have already been translated while ma 
intaining the technical terms in Engish. 
Additionally, translated medical textbo 
oks from second year nght up to the final 
year are awaiting approval foI students 
to get started. Gupta further says that 
the same faculty teaches both the Eng 

Workable soution 
Drawing from experience, Dr Kul 
deep Gupta, general secretary. 
National Medicos Organisation 
(NMO), Madhya Pradesh (MP), 
says, "The colleges in MP have 
permitted the students to opt for 
the langquage of their preference. 

Students are free to write their 
exams in Hindi, English or 

Hinglish. The lectures in 
classes are bilingual, hen 

ce students who opt for 
Hindi have the flexibility 
to refer to English textbo 
oks and those from Eng 
lish do make it a point to 
turn to Hindi textbooks 
for better underStanding 
of of concepts." He explains 
that around 30% students 

> MONDAY, JULY 15, 2024 
www.educa tiontimes. com 

Delhi 

9h, 10, 11h & 12h Students 

lish and Hindi medium students so that 

quality is not compromised. "Even tho 

ugh some of our students have opted for 
MBBS in Hindi, they are motivated to le 

arn English thrOugh Foundation cour 

ses and AETCOM (Attitudes, Ethics, 

and Communication) modules that te 

ach conmunication skills, professiona 
lism, and ethics over 4 years," he ades. 
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with The ndian Express) TeM 
(Insha Husain is an intern 

changes Compared to the CrPC 
butthe BNSShas some signiñcant 

Act, does not have major changes 
has replaced the Indian Evidence 

He also says that the BSA, which 
ways support them," he stresses. 

dents to help them..we will al 
PDEs and documents for the stu 

laws as well.we have prepared 
There are new things in the 

the old and the new laws," he says 
There is a strong overlapbetween 

major issues due to the overlap. 
Worka little harder but won'thave 

says that the students will have to 
another professor at the college, 

adds. However, Krishna Murari, 
crack the entrance exams," he 

lum will have to work harder to 
read themas part of their auicu 

riminal laws.thosewho haven't 
will have questions from the new 

entrance and competitive exams 
in terms of entrance exams. "All 

have an edge over other students 
have studied the new laws will 

New Delhi 

He also says that students who 
teaches at DU. 

laws."says Professor Meghrajwho 
should both be trainedon the new 

"ProfessorS and students 
plan their future career course. 

a law firm for an internship, or 
into the new laws as they head to 

dentstoo can'tescape a deep dive 
Mearwhile, the final-year stu 

of all the law students," he says. 
new criminal laws in the syllabus 

"Itis important to incorporate the 
decision will be taken in 10 days. 

meetings with the Committees, a 
He adds that after various 

Mishra tells The Indian Express. 
India chairman Manan Kumar 

demic committee, "Bar Council of 
Courtjudge..we alsohave an aca 

headed by a former Supreme 
education committee that is 

all the students. "We have a legal 
rating new laws in thesyllabus of 

10 days on the process of incorpo 
has assured it will decide within 

The Bar Council of India (BCI) 
NLU. 

criminal ustice programme at 
ecutive director of Project 39A, a 

cases. Surendranath is also the ex 
laws applicable to the pending 

at least 15 years with the older 
and new laws will be referred for 

Professor Surendranath, both old 
In courts, according to 

tered under the new laws. 
July 1, however, are being regis 

applicable. The cases filed after 
ecution evidence), old lawswill be 
1,atarry stage (charges, trial, pros 

(NLU) For cases filed before July 
the National Law University 
inal law and constitutional law at 

Surendranath who teaches crim 
challenge," says Professor Anup 

together..that will be our biggest 
old and the new laws 

have to teach students both the 
laws. "As things stand, we will 

versed in both the new and old 
students will have to be well 

A professor underlines that 
these laws by heart" she says. 

tem. We are told to memorise 
tional to the criminal justice sys 

which are considered founda 
IPC, CrPC, and IEA in our firstyear 

cem."Wehad already studied the 
year student, also expresses Con 

Saavy Gupta, another second 
laws." 

all the sections afresh in the new 
ficulty that we will face is to learn 

year student, says, "The major dif 
Abhishek, another second 

ones," he adds. 
from the old Acts or the new 

At DUs Faculty of Lavw. Express 

come from. They could come 
questions in those exams will 

gree. We are not sure where the 
will sit for after completing our de 

anxious about the exams thatwe 
"Other than that, we are also 

a second-year student. 
study themincollege."says Tarvir, 
Since we never got the chance to 
back and forth to refer to them 

and we will have to constanty go 
sections are diferent in newlaws, 

school andgoing into practice. The 
transition phase of leavingthe law 

palpable."Tamanxious about the 
Anxiety among students is 

(BSA). 
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam 

Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), and the 
(BNS), the Bharatiya Nagarik 

- the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 
three new laws that replace therm 
ever, will have a tryst with the 

year. The freshers this year, how 
Evidence Act (IEA) in their first 

Procedure), and the Indian 
(IPC), CrPC (Code of Criminal 

era laws- the Indian Penal Code 

their seniors, studied the colonial 
University's Faculty of Law, like 

ond year from August 1 at Delhi 
The students starting their sec 

dents, suggest some teachers. 
transition smoother for older stu 

however, is expected to make the 
lap between new and old laws, 

iors -probabBy ina first The over 
ferent curriculum than their sen 

students wll have a drasticaly dif 
earlier this month, the first-year 

With threenewlaws enforced 
ion 

as they struggle amid the transi 
have been haunting law students 

These and marry other questions 
will the oldlaws remain relevant? 

study the new laws? How long 
have already studied old laws 

ams? HoW will students who 
laws be cOvered in entrance ex 
WILL BOTHold and new riminal 

NEWDELHI, JULY 13 
INSHA HUSAIN 

NIRBHAYTHAKUR& Questions, concerns galore as students tackle transition 
BCI ASURES DECISION ON SYLLABUS FoR NEW LAWS WITHIN 10 DAYS 
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SATYA PRAKASH 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI, JULY 13 

Emphasising the need to 
make law and legal education 
accessible to millions of Indi 
an citizens, Chief Justice of 
India DY Chandrachud on 
Saturday said universities 
should come together to pre 
pare teaching modules in 
regional languages. 

Addressing the 3rd Convo 
cation at Dr Ram Manohar 

Lohia National LawUniversi 
ty (RMLNLU), Lucknow, the 
CJI said a survey of 81 uni 
versities and colleges recent 
ly conducted by the Research 
Department,of. the Suprerme 
Court found that the com 
mon people faced difficulties 
in understanding various 
schermes relating to their 
rights due to their inability to 
understand English. 

Justice Chandrachud, how 
ever, sought to reiterate that 
English should not be done 
away with as a medium of 
instruction for legal educa-
tion and that regional lan 
guages should also be adopt 
ed. He suggested that legal 

CJI DY Chandrachud, flanked by UP CM Yogi Adityanath, presents a 
certificate to a student at a convocation ceremony in Lucknow. ANI 

theories and procedures can 
be explained to students and 
the common man through 
informative videos prepared 
in regional languages. 

"In many countries across 
the world, both legal educa 
tion and legal proceedings 
are conducted in the regional 
language, ensuring that all 
citizens can not only access 
the legal system but also 
aspire to be lawyers and 
judges." "It is only when we 
teach core principles of law to 

r students efficiently while 
acquainting them with the 

local context and local legal 
terms, that we can create 
socially. responsible lawyers 
in the future, who can truly 
understand the issues and 

concerns of the local commu-
nity" the CJI said. 

I often discuss with my 
colleagues and all education 
ists of the country as to how 
the study of law can be taught 
in simple language. As such, 
there are certain rules and 
basic principles in different 
provisions of the Constitu 
tion, We teach those princi-
ples well in English, but we 

often find ourselves uncom 
fortable explaining those 
principles in regional lan 
guages," Justice Chandra 

If we are not able to 

explain the principles of law 
to the general publie in sim 
ple language, then it shows 
the lack of legal profession 
and legal education. This 
affects the common citizens, 
especially the weaker section 
of society" said the CJI who 
has taken initiatives for mak 
ing available the top court's 
judgments in Hindi and oth 
er regional languages. 

"When I came to Allahabad, 
after spending my life. in 
Mumbai as a judge at the 
Bombay High Court, it was 
culturally different for me. 
The proceedings in Bombay 
High Court are in English, 
and I found that before the 
Allahabad High Court, local 
lawyers would often start pre 
senting their case in Hindi. It 
made me realise the potential 
of lawyers to present their 
case efficiently even in their 
local language," Justice 
Chandrachud said. <| 

1 

chud said. 
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TO CONTROL POSSIBLE INSTANCES OF LEAK AND MANIPULATION 

NEET Revamp: Health Ministry, NMC Finally 
on Board to Switch to Computer-Based Test 

To effectively reform NEET-UG exam, health ministry & medical commission assess that eligibility criteria will require some changes 
Anubhuti Vishnol 

New Delhi: The Union health 
ministry and National Medical 
Commission (NMC) are learnt 
to have finally come on board to 
enable switching the NEET-Un 
dergraduate exam from one ba 
sed on pen and paper Optical 
Mark Reader (0MR) to a JEE 
like computer-based one, back 
ed with two other likely 're 
form'moves. 

ET gathers that the health mi 
nistry/NMC have assessed that 
to effectively reform and re 
vamp the NEET-UG exam for-

mat, the eligibility criteria will 
also require some changes 
both on class 12 scores cut-off li 
mitand the number of attempts 
at the exam. 

The other major schoolexit ex-
amJoint Entrance Examina-
tion (JEE) � that determines 
admission to engineering colle 
ges, however, requires a stu 
dent to attain a minimum of 
75% in class 12 boards. The hig-
her cut-off in JEE serves two 
purnoses: One. students cannot 
ignore school-level study and 

uaragn 

PRECURsOR TO ASSEMBLY POLLS 

Health min resisted 
shift to CBTfor 
NEET-UG In 2018 

Eligibility Criteria Reform 
|Ahigher cdass 12 cut-off like JEE may be necessitated 

NEET-UG 

dispensation for 
Some control/barrier 

over number of 
candidates 

Factor this: Currently, a stu 
dent must have scored a mini 
mum aggregate of 50% in Phy 
sics, Chemistry, and Biology/ number of attempts at the ex 
Biotechnology in Class 12 bo 
ards to be able to appear for the 
NEET-UG exam. 

two,it helps to filter out overall 
student pool and ensure a certa 
in base level of competence. 

Long Way 

The health ministry and the 
NMCare of the view that a simi 
lar higher cut-off may be neces 
sitated for NEET-UG, as it he 
ads to a CBT mode. The second 

area that may see change is the 
am. While in case of NEET-UG 
there is no limit to the number 
of attempts by a student, for 
JEE Main, a student can at 
tempt the exam six times (twice 
a year windoW) for a maximum 
of three consecutive years. 
For JEE Advanced, which de-

termines admission to IITs, a 
student can attempt the exam a 
maximum of two times in two 

consecutive years. Similarly, 
most other entrance exams, in-

Holding exam in 1 day, 
logistical concerns 
ited as reasons 

A limit on 
number of 
attempts for a 
test by a student 

GROWING NUMBERS 

NEET-UG 
2024 saW 
nearly 24L 

Students in the frav. 
anumberthat keeps 

growing every year 
cluding recruitment ones by 
the Union Public Service Com 
mission (UPSC), also have a 
prescribed limit on the number 
of attempts. 
While the NEET-UG dispensa-

tion has not decided on the 
number of attempts that should 
be permitted in a revamped ex-

CBI Gets Custody of 13 Accused 
New Delhi: The Patna High Court on Friday granted the CBI the 
CUstody of 13 people arrested by the Bihar police in connection with 
NEET-UG paper leak case. The central probe agency will now be able 
to question these accused in custody and also confront them with 
kingpin Rockey alias Rakesh Ranjan who was arrested on Thursday. 
The agency had sought the custody of the 13 individuals, arrested 

by the state police, who were subsequently sent to judicial custody 
following a brief period of police remand.- PTI 

am, there is clarity that some 
barriers must be built in. 
Apart from bringing some kind 

of control over the number of 
candidates, the attempt barrier is 
expected to also filter out the stu-
dent pool. NEET-UG 2024 saw ne 
arly 24 lakh students in the fray, a 
number that has been growing 
every year even as the total num-
ber of medical seats in the count 
ryare near a lakh. 

Meanwhile, the NEET-UG 
switch to CBT is becoming clea-
rerby the day In its latest affida 
vit to the Supreme Court, the 
National Testing Authority 
this week stated that in order to 
ensure the sanctity of the ex 
am, it is considering options to 
'replace the mode of conduct of 
examination' for future NEET 
exams 'conversion from pen 

and paper mode (0MR based) to 
computer-based test mode'. 
ET has also reported earlier 

that the high-level panel on ex 
am reforms under former ISRO 
chairperson K Radhakrishnan 
is also strongly pitching for a 
shift of NEET-UG to CBT mode 
to control possible instances of 
leaks and manipulations. 
While the health ministry had 

resisted the CBT shift for NE 
ET-UG in 2018 citing the neces 
sity of doing it on a single day 
and logistical concerns, their 
own experience with NEET-PG 
on CBT mode has been largely 
successful, sources said. In vi 
ew of the same and the lear 
nings from the NEET-UG 2024 
leak allegations, the ministry is 
preparing for a CBT format for 
the mega exam as well. eh 
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Centralised recruitment for tribal residential 
schools leads to language, cultural barriers 
Abhinay Lakshman 

NEW DELHI 

The recent centralisation 
of recruitment for tribal re 
sidential schools across the 
country, which introduced 
Hindi competency as a 
mandatory requirement, 
has resulted in a flood of 
requests for transfers. 

The large numbers of 
staff recruited from the 
Hindi-speaking States are 
protesting postings to the 
Eklavya Model Residential 
Schools (EMRS) located in 
southern States, where the 
language, food and culture 
are unfamiliar to them. 

Though Central officials 
point out that the willing 
ness to be posted anywh 
ere in the country was part 
of the requirement for 
those applying for jobs, the 
bigger worry may be the 

Officials said the centralisation of hiring was meant to address a 
severe shortage of teachers in the EMRS system. FlLE PHOTO 

impact on tribal students 
being taught by teachers 
who are unfamiliar with 
the local language and 
culture. 

Until last year, staff re 
cruitment for the Ministry 
of Tribal Affairs' flagship 
Eklavya schools was done 

by State authorities. 
In the 2023 Budget Ses 

sion of Parliament, howev 
er, Finance Minister Nir 
mala Sitharaman 
announced that the res 
ponsibility was being shift 
ed to the National Educa 
tion Society for Tribal 

Students (NESTS), which 
has now been given the 
task of staffing 38,000 po 
sitions in over 400 Eklavya 
schools across the country. 

Staff shortage 
Officials said the centralisa 
tion of recruitmnent was 
meant to address a severe 

shortage of teachers in the 
EMRS system, and to stan 
dardise recruitment rules 
across States, which had 
earlier used varying crite 
ria and applied reservation 
quotas as per their State le 
gislations. 

The examination for this 
centralised recruitment 
process the 2023 EMRS 
Staff Selection Examina 
tion - was entrusted with 
the National Testing 

Agency. 
The examination was 

for the first round of 4,000 

vacant teaching and non 
teaching positions across 
the Eklavya schools. 

In June, NESTS said that 
303 Principals and 707 Ju 
nior Secretariat Assistants 
had been selected, along 
with thousands of other 
teaching and non-teaching 
positions. However, given 
the new requirenment of 
Hindi competency, a large 
number of selected candi 
dates hail from Hindi 
speaking States, many of 
whom now want transfers 
from their postings. 

Since June 20, when 
NESTS offhce in Delhi 
opened a one-hour win 
dow to address candidates 
grievances in person, ag 
grieved candidates have 
been coming every day. 

cONTINUED ON 
» PAGE 8 
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JNU to launch 
centres On 
Hindu, Jain, 
and Buddhist 
studies 

The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

Jawaharlal Nehru Universi 
ty (JNU) is in the process of 
establishing three new 
centres - the Centre for 
Hindu Studies, Centre for 
Buddhist Studies, and 
Centre for Jain Studies 
under the School of San 
skrit and Indic Studies, said 
Vice-Chancellor Santishree 
D. Pandit on Friday. 

A notification dated July 
9 said the Executive Coun 
cil in its meeting on June 29 
had approved the recom 
mendation of the commit 
tee constituted to recom 
mend changes in line with 
the National Education Pol 
icy, 2020. University ofi 
cials said they are still plan 
ning the programmes, and 
are aiming to roll them out 
in the next academic year. 

"JNU has proudly esta 
blished three centres that 
will implement the vision 
and mission of Viksit Bha 

rat in integrating Indian 
knowledge systems into re 
search culture," Ms. Pandit 

said. 
"The idea of the new 

centres is to teach those as 
pects of our traditional In 
dian knowledge systems 
that are missing from our 
curriculum," said. Brajesh 
Kumar Pandey, the Dean of 
the School of Sanskrit and 
Indic Studies. 

He added that the sylla 
bus for the new centres 
would be drafted soon. 
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DU students can pursue 2 degrees 
in one go, academic council nod in 
EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE 
NEW DELHI, JULY 12 

THE DELHI University Academic 
Council (AC) Friday approved a 
provision for students to pursue 
two degrees simultaneously 
one in regular mode and the 
other in distance mode. 

The varsity in a statement 
said, "Under this, one degree can 
be done in regular mode in col 
leges/departments of the uni 
versity and the other degree can 

be done in open and distance 
learning mode in the School of the School of 
Open Learning Campus of Open 
Learning of Delhi University... 
The modalities for pursuing two 
programmes simultaneously imultaneously 

will include various terms and 
conditions that are necessary to 
make this decision effective." 

A few AC members also 
raised a discussion on the rolI 
back of CUET and UGC-NET, in 
the backdrop of the alleged pa 
per leak, said Maya John, an 
elected AC member. "The uni 
versity has not taken a stand on 
what they consider to do in 
these matters," she added. 

In a first, the varsity also de 
cided to offer a Russian under 
graduate programme. 

Meanwhile, following the 
uproar against a proposal to in 
troduce Manusmriti as a sug 

As per the varsity, students 
can pursue one degree in 
regular mode and the other 
in distance mode.Archive 

gested reading in the LB course, 
which later was rejected by the 
Vice-Chancellor, the AC has de 
cided to establish a BR 
Ambedkar Chair as soon as it re 
ceives approval from the 
University Grants Commission. 

Members said the meeting 
saw a long-standing debate on 
the syllabi for the LLB course. 
"On the matter of the syllabus 
of Jurisprudence I & 
Jurisprudence Il of the Law 
Faculty, there was a lot of dis 
cussion in the AC meeting. 
Many members pointed out in 
consistencies and missed read 
ings..these papers need serious 

pers were passed with nine dis- E 
sents," said Mithuraaj Dhusiya, 
an elected AC member. 

"It was also pointed out that 
Jurisprudence I (LLB-101), a pa 
per on the philosophy of law 
does not include Dalit, 
Gandhian, Feminist, and Marist 
philosophies. The course 
stresses on Bharatiya philosophy 
of law, which is very good, but 
Bharatiya philosophy of law is 
not monolithic. Therefore, the 
course content should include 
Dalit, Tribal, and heterodox 
philosophies as well." said 
Monami Sinha, another elected 
AC member. 

Last week, DU increased the 
fee for students seeking a correc 
tion in their degree certificates 
or marksheets. It was set to 
charge Rs 1,000 for correction in 
a degree certificate up to six 
years from the day of graduation. 
and Rs 2,000 for more than six 
years post the graduation date. 
Several professors, who have 
been teaching at the varsity for 
decades, claimed the fee earlier 
was just Rs 500. 

This decision, many profes 
sors who were part of the AC 
meeting Friday claimed, has 
been reversed."After a thorough 
discussion in the AC meeting, we 
ensured that the fee hike is rolled 
back."said AC member Mithuraj 

Dhusia. B reworking. However, these pa 
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Exodus of students from Kerala t 
other countries increasing: Cong 

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN KOCHI 

claim by the ruling 
CPI (M) that Kerala is 

the country's knowledge hub 
and role model for other 
countries in the field of 
higher education fell like a 
pack of cards as the 
Congress-led Opposition 
churned out facts and 
figures in the Assembly 
exposing the hollowness 
behind the Government's 
stance. 

Ths 

Mathew Kuzhalnadan, a first 
time MLA of the Congress 
party while introducing a 
calling attention motion on 
the total failure of the State's 
higher education sector told 
the House that the exodus of 
students from Kerala to 
other countries is increasing 
by leaps and bounds. "The 
year 2016 saw 1.5 lakh 
students leaving the Kerala 
shores to Europe, America 
and Australia while the 
igure shot up to 2,50,000 by 2023. This data was 

prepared by the 
Government's own Non 
Resident Keralites Affairs 
(NORKA) and Gulati 
Institute of Finance and 
Taxation and speaks a lot 
about the setback suffered 
by the institutes of higher 
learning in the State, said 
Kuzhalnadan. 
While the Congress leader 
was firing on all four 
cylinders. Governor Arif 
Mohammed Khan delivered 
a knockout punch by issuing 
an order as the Chancellor of 
the Universities asking the 

dismissed vice-chancellors 
who had challenged their 
removal in the High Court 
as well as Supreme Court to 
fight the cases with their 
money. The Governor also 
asked them to return Rs l.13 
crore spent by them from 
University funds as court 
expenses because "this has 

no justification of any kind". 
R Bindu, minister for higher 
education and spouse of CPI 
(M) polit bureau member A 
Vijayaraghavan, belittled 
Kuzhalnadan by alleging 
that the member was trying 
to make a mountain out of 
molehill. "Kerala's higher 
education sector is the best 
in the country and is 
drawing thousands of 
students from abroad to our 
State. The Chandrayaan 
mission became a success 
only because of 95 per cent 
of scientists and engineers 
working in it were from 

TOKYO 

ANSTRDAN 

E 

SYDNEY 

12/03/ 

Kerala. There is nothing 
surprising in students 
leaving for foreign countries 
for their studies. Mahatma 
Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Indira Gandhi and Dr 
Ambedkar had their 
education in Great Britain 
while Muslim League leader 
Panakkadu Mohammed Ali 
Shihab Thangal had his 
higher education in Cairo" 

flouting all norms by a 
from powerful minister 

Ernakulam who has set his 

eyes on the chair of chief 
minister" said RS Sasikumar, 
chairman, Save University 

Campaign. Kuzhalnadan said the falling 
standards of education in 

said the minister. 

The legislative assembly 
debate was held in the 
backdrop of girl students in 
Cochin University of 
Science and Technology 
(CUSAT) complaining to 
the University authorities 
and Police about sexual 
abuse by PK Baby, Students 
Welfare Director and 
syndicate member. "The 
ÚGC has not sanctioned any 
post like student welfare 
director but Baby was 
appointed to these posts 

Kerala is because of the 
outdated ideological 
interagency. Neighbouring 
states like Tamil Nadu, 
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh 
and Telangana are way 
ahead of Kerala even as our 
youth leave the state saying 
that any country is better 
than this state. 
Persons with IT 
qualification get Rs 5,05,000 
per year as salary in Kerala 
while their counterparts in 
other states earn twice and 
thrice this amount. No 
purpose will be served by 
pushing these issues under 
the carpet," said the 
Congress leader. 
While the minister told the 
Speaker that there was no 
need to discuss the matter as 
the Opposition VD 
Satheeshan expressed his 
shock the 
Government's refusal to 
discuss a report prepared by 
its own departments. 
Sasikumar said that the 
marks awarded to SFI 
leaders, the granting of Ph D 
degrees for sub-standard 
thesis and the high handed 
behavior of CPI(M) youth 

have wing made 
universities in the 

over 

the 
a 

an urgent motion, Leader of 

Augean stable. 
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