
A fortnightly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate 

Classroom is 
ready for change 

RADHEY SHYAM SHARMA 

CBSE has suggested Open Book Examinations in select 
classes. Is the education system prepared for a new formn of assessment? 

By weaving technology into fabric 
of learning, open book exams 

promote inclusivity and innovation 

THE OPEN BOOK examination (OBE) system 
simply means teaching trainingand empow 
eringindividuals to translate theory into prac-
De. One may alsO say that it is a system that 

protects the besic nature ofhuman beings, that 
is to remnain cunous anu 

nnalevo 
lling a netum to our roots of expe 

nential leaning, as ultivated by ancdent sages 
and encapsulated within our revered texts. 
This method, designed to solve rea-world pro 
blerns through disussion, debate, anditical 
thinking diverges sharply from the conform 
ity-overTeativity model introduced during 
olonial mes 

Owing mUch to this traditional sys 
ten for producng leaders across sectors, the 
prerequisite for embracing OBE bes in recog 
nising theneed for an educational transforma 

ion propelled by glotbalisation and technolog 
ical advancements The steps to adhieve this 
ivolve TarTying anoent wisáononaring nereby p em peoafor global 
Jeadership roles. A major 
precaution in this endeavour 
is to ensure that the integra 
tion of OBE does not disre 
gard the valuable aspects of 
the traditional system. The 

successhlangededuca Donal eCoSystem that nur 
tures reativity,aitial think 
ing and problem-solving 
skils, with fleability for mid 
COurse orrections based on 
evolving educational and 

gobal needs 
duction of OBE 

marks a significant depar 
ture frorm the coverntional 
emphasiS on rote memonisa 
tion Reognising the limita 

DIS/AGREE 
THE BEST OF BOTH SIDES 

Don of the current educationsystem's focus on 

memory over anaysis sdwofermerg 
equisite for 

stansumonce(Al) machine lea 
ing and deep learning technologies, there is a 
threat of "moronisation of masses", with the 
obsolescence of the current educational para 
dign The goal is to evaluate students ab 
to think aiticaly, apPly kohat aenot 
and solve complxproon age dominated 

tochnologies. The preaudon 
here ivoves rafting examination questions 

at gp beyond mere fats, challenging students 
todernonstrate understanding and applicabon 

India, celebrated as he yoThe demo 
dobaly. stands at a cted as an asset, 
hinesthe realieaion of its youth's poten 
ial Students who are unable to focus in the 
background of a tsunami of distraction due to 
Overuse and abuse of mobile phones and sim 
lar gadgets need protection ar 

unlocking this and lourish ObE Dneation of thougnt 
leadershouchtreneurs-capable of nav 

aung the complexities of the modern world 

This paradigm shift is essential in anerawhere 
traditional academic achievements, signified 
by marks, are inaeasingly disconnected from 
the prerequisites of higher education and the 
professional world, as evidenced by initiatives 
ike the Common University Entrance leSt 

The introduction of 

OBE marks a significant 
departure from the 

conventional emphasis 
on rote memorisation... 

In the shadow of 

emerging artificial 
intelligence (AI), 

machine learning, and 

OBE promisS aieation limitatons. 
In fat the transition began over the past few 
years when the proportion of competency 
based, analytical andapplied questions gradu 
ally increased during the examinations. The 
success of this approach will be miored inan 

educational evronment akntane8U 
rukuls, win coching methods. pora 

deep learning 
technologies, there is a 
threat of 'moronisation 

of masses'. 

The iourmey towards implementing OBE 
may further prepare the ground to ensure a 
solid foundation from primary levels. This 
preparation entails developing critical think 
ing argument-fommation skills, and a propen 
Giy for asking origna, outmatrion to 
tions. It1S d j mowedge to wisdom 
afeguarding our cognitive resoures from the 
distractions of infomation overload OBEis not 
merely an examination reform; it is a step to 
wards developing a new psyhological domain 
where eXellence becomes common. 

implementing OBA Sacom eduCa ndeav 
our. necessitatngeeand students.The 

iite for this collective joumey is the 
recognition of the need for collaborative effort 

nere 

base 

to overhaul teaching method 
ologjes, assessment strategies, 
and eduational infrastructure 

supported dear om 
munication and support are 
needed to mitigate resistance 
to meeting educational aspi 
rations, with channels for on 
going dialogue to refine the 
OBE Systemofersa life 
line to students with diverse 
learning preferences and abil 
ities. It acdnowledges and cel 
ebrates the myriad ways indi 
viduals absorb and process 

informaiolinkers. This 
incdusiviy extends to students 
of humanities, who often find 

their subjects undervalued in traditional oxam 

ination systems. In fact, students with different 
learning abilities will also find their equal place 
in the cdassroom and eedominant abil 
as they aneponlicaing information ity ran memory 

The introduction of OBE is a departure from 

tradition, transforming educators into failita 
tors of inquiry and champions of a lifelong 

learning ethos. ByWeaviigfind 
fabric of learnig he adaptability of stu SMiy. toalike. OBE promisesarev 
olution in education that prepares students not 

just for the challenges of today but for the op 
portunities of tomorrow. As we embrace this 
iourney. OBE'S promise is clear. lo culoVale a 

gPneration ready toeial esponsibility auvymentto the enduring spiritof in 
novation and excellence in lIndian education 

and the global market. 

The writer is professor, depare 
Environmental Studls is also part ofCurriqulum Committee ofCRSE 

nto 

Open minds 
before open books 

Open bookexams will only work if 
students are encouraged to apply their 
knowledge, not focus on rote learning 

AMIT KAUSHIK 

ested that 
idering the introduction of 

onen book examinations (OBE) in select 
schools on a pilot basis, although it was 
later clarified that only a study on their fea 
sibility was under consideration Should 
the study recommend their introduction, 
OBES Would initially be introduc Uced grades DX and XIl, and not as part of the 
boar 

RECENT MEDIA REPORTS 

As a form of assesSment, OBEs can be 
useful tools to determine the progress 
made by an individual learmer. The New 
Education Policy 2020 (NEP) recom 
mended a shift to a more inquiry-based, 
competency-based system of learming and 
assessment Obesdanply acquired 
knowledge to given situations, thus allow 
ing evaluators to assess their ability to 
utilise the crucial 21lst century skills of ait-
ical thinking, reativity, collaboration, and 
Communication that are ingeasingly val 
ued all over the world. 

Assessments are pn 

dasrmom-based. that en 
able a teacher to assess the 
progress made by her stu 
dents and take corrective 
action; diagnostic, usualy 

ctandardiseo. 

and used to determine 
achievement specified 
criteria, or to identify 
those appropriate for 
higher studies, jobS, etc wuE 

ty high stakes. Yet, all three are 
equally important and have their place in 
an education system 

In India, board examinations at grades 
Xand Xll have become annual anxiety-in 
ducing high-stakes exerdises, with unsuc 
The nun-uD to the board examinations is 

nearly as bad, with students being pres 
sured to perform from grade DX onwards. 
Avthing that boards can do to reduce the 
stress of students, parents, and teachers is 
a welcome step, and the open book format 

should be seeling that CBSE had in 

CR Sasikanar 

Any plans to reintoduce 
this fomat of 

assessment should take 
into account the leaning 
from the last short-ived 

nl attempt to do so, as well 
Achievement Survey run as the distortions that 
by NCERT), that allow pol crept into the so-called 
icy makers and stakehold 
ers to understand the 
health of their education 

system: and, cAitive 

troduced OBEs in 2013-14, but they were 
eventually withdrawn based on feedback 
from parents and teachers. A major reason 
for discontinuing them was the lack of 

preparation within the System 
Reintrodudngobsom of examination. 

privilege independent thinking and Te 
ativity: the businessnnate. Nor 

Since such assessments require students 
to be able to analyse and apply knowledge 
teaching in the classroom will also need to 

ll rhe inds of questions presentty set i 
school examinations - exam setters wll 
have to learn how to craft original and 
imaginative questions that challenge stu 
dents to think and apply learming And f 
nally, teachers will need to be trained to 

Continuous 
Comprehensive 

Evaluation (CCE) that 
became overly 
prescriptive 

pOwering them and returning to therm 
some of the acadernic autonomy that has 
been lost over the last several years 

The NEP provides a broad policy direc 
tion within which several steps need to be 

taken to improve school educaton a 
move dvytthese ra 

forns. at both central and state levels, and 
some changes are already becoming visi 
ble. For instance, Delhi becane the first state 

in the country to deliver a fuly ompetency 
based board examination for gades X and Xl in 2023, through the newiy in 

with the policy intention of NEP 
Ay plans to reintroduce this format of 

assessment should take into account the 

learning from the last short-ived attermpt 
to do so, as well as the distortions that rept 
into the so-calledCo 
Comprehensive came overty prescriptive. 

An ideal solution would be 
for the board to introduce 
broad gujdelines for such 
assessments. leaving 

schools and teachers with 
r them as they consider 
appropriate in the context 
of their individual schools 
and students. 

As ay class teacher will 
tell you, students in a dass 

room dnrasmall pro 
portion will be one to two 
gade levels ahead a sinilar 
proportion will be one or 
two grade levels behind. 
while the bulk will be more 
or les sepa tool 

ment, whate 
to provide information about wherea 
learner is on their individual path of learming 
As such, a student's development should be 
judged not only by the outcome of a single 
assessment such as an OBE, but by putting 
together a variety of progress ndica. 

only time it participated in the OECD's 
Programme for international Student 
Assessment (PISA) was because of our sin 
gularty rote-focused assessments �while 
our students were no less capable, those 

who participated in PSA ued oues 
tions AscoPC S like OBEs could help 
build the capacities of students and teach 
ers to look at education differently, devel 
oping their skills of thinking and question 
ing. and placing them on par with of 
international students. 

The writer is a fomer director in the 
erstwhile Ministry ofHRD, and CEO of the 

Australian Coundil for Educatrional 
Research (India). ACERÍS the global 

manager for PIS 
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Scientists play key role 
in a nation's progress 
In times of crisis, society instinctively turns its gaze towards the 
scientific community, secking solace and solutions amid turmoil 

he public always looks 
at the scientific com 
munity whenever they 

are in dire straits. Farmers 

seek help from agriculture sci 
entists when serious pests 
affect their crops, or there is 
a drastic decline in productiv 
ity. Similarly, the public looks 
to medical scientists for help 
whenever a pathogen attacks 
humans. During the COVID-
19 pandemic, we have seen 
how, every day, the ordinary 
person eagerly looked at 

research work from various 

labs. Covid-19 reinstated the 
common man's confidence in 
scientists. The current gener 
ation that has overcome the 
COVID-19 catastrophe is 

deeply indebted to scientists 
for their lives. 

T 
ern medicine and traditional 
systems of medicine. Many 
scientists blatantly state that 
Ayurvedic or Homeopathic 
drugs have side effects, forget-
ting the fact that all modern 
medicines have severe side 
effects. Scientists should strive 
to be impartial in pursuing 
knowledge and understand-
ing of the natural world. This 
dedication to objectivity is 
fundamental to the scientific 
method, which relies on sys-
tematic observation, experi-
mentation, and analysis to 
uncover truths about the uni 
verse. However, scientists, 
like all humans, are suscepti-
ble to personal beliefs and 
biases that may subtly influ-
ence their work. 

them. Whenever humanity is 
in disarray, scientists bring 
glee and a ray of hope 
through their discoveries. 
In many parts of the world, 
scientists also create confu 
sion because of conflicts of 
interest and interference from 
policymakers. It's an open 
secret that most of the food 
products available in our 
market are adulterated, and in 
some cases, they contain toxic 
substances. Even scientists 

Even though there are hun- working in industries will 

dreds of scientific fields, agri- secretly admit it, but they are 
not allowed to publish the 

culture and health care are 

close to the day-to-day affairs results or speak publicly. Most 

of ordinary people, and of the scientific work related 
to pesticides, drugs etc is 

h¹nce, scientists working in 
linked with industry, and 

these areas need'to commu 
nicate directly to the public. none of the industries will 

Scientists working in othersupport a genuine scientist. 

fields like communication Industries may intluence the 

engineering, space research, design of research studies to 

civil engineering etc, though ensure outcomes align with 

BIJU 
DHARMAPALAN 

These biases can affect every-
thing from the questions sci 
entists choose to investigate to 
the interpretation of their 
findings. Furthermore, exter-
nal factors such as funding 
sources, societal pressures, 
and political climates can 
also influence scientific 
research. Research funding, in 
particular, plays a significant 
role in shaping the scientific 
agenda, as scientists often 
rely on grants from govern 
ment agencies, private foun 
dations, or industry sponsors 

to support their work. The 
priorities of these funding 
sources may align with par 
ticular agendas or interests, 
potentially influencing the 
direction and focus of 
research. Societal pressures 
and political influence can 
also distort scientific results. 
Despite these challenges, the 
scientific community is com 
mjtted to upholding certain 
principles of objectivity, trans 
parency, and peer review to 
ensure the integrity of scien 
tific research. 
While scientists may not 
always be entirely free from 
bias, these principles help to 
minimise the impact of per 

influences on the scientific 
sonal beliefs and external 

process. The scientific com 
munity can maintain public 
trust and credibility by 
upholding these standards. 
Moreover, scientists should 
proactively engage with soci-
etal concerns, prioritising 
research that tackles urgent 
issues like public health. and 
social inequality. If scientists 
lose public trust, society will 
be in disarray. 

(The writer is an adjunct 
faculty at the National 
Institute of Advanced 

Studies; views are perSonal) 

BIDE 
Sir 
US pr 
2024). 

in Am 
to the 
Presid 
Donald 

Super T 
far ahea 
day, Nik 
by statin 
paign to 
The US 
only the 
time in 
both can 
those po 
was nolo 

governme 
expressec 

The serie 
President 

elections 
court will 
attention 
if the cou 
election. 
intenser 

a presid. 
branded 
very surv 

victory in 
these int 

date's vic 
shift in A 

modest e 
Israel-H 
options. 
future p 
by the d 
aggressic 

PROTECT 
Sir T 
there is 
about w 
ity. Besic 
day use 

| they ser 
highly relevant to the day-to- their objectives. 

There is always a conflict 
day life of commoners, never 
come in direct contact with between proponents of mod-

Administrator
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-6), 15 MARCH 2024 

Administrator
Typewritten Text



ses 

cu 

ers 

an 

ter 
ms. 

ner 

the 
ipt 

an 
e to 
ext 

im, 
te a 

cu 

to 
an 
lit 
can 

to 

at 
nal 
fi 
ir 

Dying joung MONIDEEPA SAHU 
Tear after year, stressed stu dents continue to commit suicide in India. In recent days, a 24-year-old M Tech student from IT Delhi was found hanging in his hostel room. An ITI student fell to death from his hostel roof in Rourkela, Odisha. A 19-year old student at MAHE University in Karnataka jumped to death from a 

building after going through the exam question paper. A 16-year-old JEE aspirant hanged himself in Kota, the third case from the coaching hub this year. 
West Bengal has its share of stu dent suicides. In November 2023, a 20-year-old NEET aspirant from Birbhum hanged himself in Kota. In June last year, the Calcutta High Court constituted a Special Investi gation Team to probe the unnatural death of an IIT Kharagpur student. Such news doesn't even shock 

us any more. It's easy to blame the SYSTEM and demand some miracu lous solution to this alarming issue. But we too are a part of this destruc 
tive 'system' as teachers, parents, 
government officials and policy 
makers, and also as unconcerned 
spectators. 

The young have always suc 
cessfully overcome pressures and 
obstacles. Wars, natural disasters, 
revolutions, and epidemicsyoung 
people have triumphed over 
upheavals through the ages. Very 
few have committed suicide. They 
are resilient and have repeatedly 
taken the lead to improve the world 
we live in. As responsible members 
of society, each of us needs to be 
aware of the threats and treat vul 
nerable youngsters with sensitivity. 
We mustn't allow precious young 
lives to be destroyed by suicide. 

Academic pressure alone does 
n't cause student suicides. Self 

destructive tendencies are fuelled 
by a toxic cocktail of unrealistic 
parental aspirations, peer pressure 
to 'fit in,' and concerns unrelated to 
academics. An otherwise balanced 
youngster, for example, may be 
already depressed by the death of a 
parent, financial difficulties, or 
taunting by peers for being unfash 
ionable and shy. 

Complex reasons drive young 
people to suicide. Parents are 

behind some of these. It's important for parents to guide and encourage children to do their best. But 'tiger parents with unrealistic expecta tions who pressure kids to win every prize, always stand first in class, and 
outdo the neighbour's children in 
every way can only distress a child. 
Adverse comparisons with others 
demotivate children. That's not all. 
Many Indian parents add to their children's stress by pushing them to 
excel in sports and hobby classes. Hobbies are meant to be fun. But 
these should not be forced on chil dren. 

Parents also tend to stifle their 
children under their own unfulfilled ambitions. A friend now in his forties 
shared how his father mercilessly 
beat him as a boy so he would 
become a high court judge like his 
uncle. With his inner positivity, he 
became a competent lawyer, with 
lifelong regrets because his father 
was dead against his joining the 
Army. A weaker-spirited youngster may end his life under such pressure. 

The craze for unconventional 
new-age careerS can also cause mis 
ery. Only a few can become rich and 
famous as social media influencers, 
models, or fashion designers. 
Youngsters who blunder into such 
professions may end up paralysed 
by the fear of failure. Teachers and 
parents need to impress upon 
youngsters that behind the per 
ceived glamour of any profession is 
the foundation of dedication and 

TheStatesman NEW DELHI, FRIDAY 15 MARCH 2024 

hard work. There is no shortcut to 
lifelong success. To help youngsters cope better, parents and elders can build up a healthy understanding with the young, offering them emo tional support when they need it. 

Peer pressure can pull young people down by making every rela 
tionship needlessly competitive. 
The craze for the latest fashions, phones and gadgets, the compul sion to grab social media attention, party and seek girlfriends or 
boyfriends, can distract and desta 
bilise youngsters. 

Poverty and social isolation 
appear to have led to the recent sui 
cide of a 17-year-old student at a 
government ITl in Cuttack. The boy 
came from a village to a city of 
strangers. He shared a room with a 
classmate and worked in a catering 
service to pay for his studies. As 
responsible citizens, we should be, 
sensitive towards the struggling 
youngsters in our midst. 

Pan Jhdu Mental Healthy Rehabilitation Helpline KRAN 
24x7 Toll-free41800-39-n01) 

This helpline olfers 1st stage advice and counselling in 13 lan 
guages) by Union Minister fot 
Social Justice and Empowvement iCall bv TISS: 022-2552 F11 
(Monday to Saturday, & ANI to 10 
PM) 

11 

Bengola ISHWAS (+91 80 
41154948 +91 636432070T) 

Bhub hlssboE 
Foundation(9776377140. 6371978394) 

iour changes well beforehand. Alert 
teachers, parents and friends can 
watch out for these signs and try to help the suicidal person. 

Mananm 

A suicidal person usually shuts out others and withdraws into isola 
tion. Uncharacteristically poor per formance and disinterest in studies, 
uncontrolled anger outbursts, mood 
swings and talking about death and 
dying are other early warning signs. 

Government policymakers and 
educational institutions need to 
ensure our children learn how to 
adapt and cope. Mental health pub-
lic awareness campaigns, mental 
health screenings as part of general 
health checkups for students, ensur 
ing that educational institutions have 
trained counsellorS, and sensitising 
teachers are some important steps. 

They may suddenly start or 
increase their use of alcohol and 
drugs. They may drive recklessly 
and show other uncharacteristically 
risky behaviours. 

According to experts, suicide is 
usually a planned decision and not 
an impulsive act. A suicidal person 
often shows signs of sudden behav 

We all need to understand that 

suicide can be prevented. Trained 
counsellors and psychologists can 
intervene most effectively if sus 
pected suicidal people are brought 
to themn early. It is our duty as 
responsible citizens to be kind and 
caring to everyone in our social cir 
cle. Spending just a little time and 
attention on vulnerable youngsters 
around us might make a difference 
between life and death. 

The writer is a senior independent 
Journalist and author, based in 
Bhubaneshwar. 
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India ranks 134 out of 193 P 
in UNDP's ̀22 HDI, a 

notch higher than in 21 
New Delhi: India ranked at 
134 on a list of 193 countries 
in 2022 as per the latest Hu 
man Development Index, a 
notch higher than 135 out of 
192 countries in 2021, attribu 
ted mainly to improvement across all HDI indicators 
Over the previous year - in 
crease in life expectancy from 67.2 to 67.7 years, exXpec ted years of schooling going up to 12.6 from 12 and per ca 
pita grOss national income 
increasing from $6,542 to 
$6,951, among others, re 
ports Ambika Pandit. 

According to UNDP's Hu 
man Development Report 
2023-24, India showed pro gress in reducing gender in 
equality, ranking l08 out of 166 

NORDIC TOPPERS 
>With HD0 value of 0.644, India 

in 22 figures among 'medium human developmet countries 
(134/193). Its HDI value & rank in 
"21 was 0.633 (135/192) 

Top 3 Countries: 
Switzerland: 0.967; Norway: 
0.966; lceland: 0.959 
>Pak (164) & Af (182) figure 
in 'low human development' 
category; China (75) and 
Sri Lanka (78) in high category 

ty Index (GII), as compared with 122 out of 170 nations in 
2021. With a GII value of 0.437 
in 2022, India fared better than 
the global average of 0.462 and 
South Asian average of 0.478. 

countries in Gender Inequali- ºRelated report, P 28 
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India's Gross National 

Income per capita up 
287%: UNDP official 

º Continued from P 1 
II measures gender in-
equalities in three key 
dimensions repro-

ductive health, empower 
ment, and labour market. 

( 
On GI, the report states 

that India's performance in re-
productive health is better 
than other countries in medi-
um human development group 
or South Asia. India's adoles-
cent birth rate in 2022 was l6.3 
(births per 1,000 women aged 15-
19), a marginal improvement 
from 17.1 in 2021. However, India 
showed one of the largest gen-
der gaps in labour force partici-
pation rate- a 47.8% differ. 
ence between women (28.3%) 
and men (76.1%). 

However, on Gender Devel 
opment Index (GDI), India 
continued to figure among 
Group 5 countries that have 
ranked low on eradicating the 
gap. GDI measures gender 
gaps on three dimensions -
health that is measured by life 
expectancy at birth; schooling 
years for adults; and living 
standards. While life expec-
tancy at birth for females was 
69.4 years and that for males 
was 66.3 years in 2022, but 
when it came to mean years 

for schooling, it was 5.5 for fe 
males and 7.6 for males. Gross 
National Income (GNI) per 
capita for females stood at 
$2,958 and for males at $10,696. 

"India has shown remarka 
ble progress in human develop 
ment over the years. Since 1990, 
life expectancy at birth hasris 
en by 9.1 years; expected years 
of schooling have increased by 
4.6 years, and mnean years of 
schooling have grown by 3.8 
years. India's GNI per capita 
has grown by approximately 
287%," said Caitlin Wiesen, 
Resident Representative at 
UNDP India on data on HDI. 
The report showed that be 
tween 1990 and 2022, India saw 
its HDI value increase by 48.4% 
(from 0.434 to 0.644). 

India's loss in HDI due to in 
equality was measured at 
31.1%. South Asia's loss in HDI 
due to inequality was among 
the highest in the world (after 
sub-Saharan Africa), followed 
by the Pacific. Nepal at 146 and 
Bhutan at 125 share space with 
India in 'medium human devel 
opment' category Pakistan 
(164) and Afghanistan (182) fig 
ure in low human development 
category China at 75 and Sri 
Lanka at 78 figure in the 'high 
human development' category. 
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Open to granting autonomous status 
to more universities: UGC chairman 

Komal.Sharma 
timesgroup.com 

New Delhi: University Gr 
ants Commission has said it 
is anticipating more univer. 
sities into graded autonomy 
system that will give them 
different degrees of freedom 
in academic and administra 
tive decision-making. 

Speaking to TOI, UGC 
chairman Mamidala Jaga 
desh Kumar explained why 
graded autonomy systen is 
effective, saying this enables 
universities to restructure 
existing courses and intro 
duce new ones. 

Last week, UGC had 
granted autonomy to eight 
centraluniversities in India, 
including Delhi University. 

"Universities, inherently 
autonomous in their estab 
lishment regardless of type, 
can restructure existing 
courses and introduce new 
ones aligned with local, na 
tional, and international de 
mands," Kumar said. 

On how graded au 
tonomy is provided, he 
said, "Universities can 
apply to UGC twice a 
year," adding that the 
commission then re 
views applications and 
publishes categorisation de 
cisions within 30 days. 

In 2018, UGC had intro 
duced norms for granting 
graded autonomy to univer 
sities. As per that, universi 
ties are classified into Cate 
gory I, II, and III based on pre 

defined parameters. 
"Goal for autonomous uni 

versities is ensuring equal ac 
cess for all students, irrespec 
tive of their background and 
socioeconomic status. This 
commitment to inclusivity 
aligns with the broader vision 

of fostering a diverse 
and dynamic learning 
environment," the 
chairman said. 

"These institutions 
should actively work 
towards creating a sup 

portive atmosphere that en 
innovation, courages re 

search, and overall academic 
growth. Success of graded au 
tonomy model hinges on uni 
versities embracing these 
principles and continually 
striving for educational excel 

lence," Kumar added. 
Kumar said UGC believes 

that autonomous universities 
will play a pivotal role in shap 
ing future of Indian educa 
tion in multifaceted ways. En 
dowed with freedom to design 
curricula and experiment 
with teaching methods, these 
universities can pioneer and 
follow best practices, foster 
ing innovative and student 
centric learning. 

Over 60 HEIS were granted 
autonomous status in 2018. 

Some of them are reputed 
centers of learning such as 
JNU, AMU and BH¯. �Suc 
cess of autonomous universi 
ties serve as inspiration, moti 
vating other higher educa 
tional institutions to adopt 
similar practices,"" he added. 
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