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Centres with 20-plus®

students told to move
to commercial spaces

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday said ‘coaching
centres in the Capital with
more than 20 students
should move out of residen-
tial areas and operate from
commercial spaces.

The High Court, which
was hearing a petition filed
by the Coaching Federation
of India (CFI), observed
that students are at high
risk at coaching centres op-
erating -from ' residential
buildings that do not have
the requisite safety infras-
tructure such as two stair-
cases. “There must be hun-
dreds of students attending
your classes. You should
not be in a residential build-
ing. Where students are
more than 20, you must
move to ‘a commercial
- building,” the court orally
- remarked. The CFI had
moved the court against the
inclusion of coaching
centres in the definition of
“educational  buildings”,
thus requiring them to em-
ploy specific measures for
fire safety etc.

In February 2020, the
Delhi Development Author-

~ jty (DDA) had modified its

Unified Building Bye-Laws,
2016 (UBBL, 2016), includ-
ing coaching centres in the
definition of “educational
buildings”. The court is al-
ready seized of a case, in-

_itiated on it own, after tak-

ing cognisance of a fire that
broke out at-a coaching
centre in Mukherjee Nagar

~ in June last year which saw

students climbing down the
building using ropes. The
High Court directed that
the CFI petition be listed for
hearing on Friday before
another Bench dealing with
the issue of fire safety at
coaching centres while stat-
ing that it cannot stay a not-
ification that came out in
2020. :

The petitioner’s lawyer
submitted that under the
UBBL, educational insti-
tutes are required to have
several features, including
two staircases, which may
not be possible in an alrea-
dy-existing residential
building. The ‘plea said
there is a distinction bet-
Wween a coaching centre and
an educational institute as
the latter offers a degree/di-

ploma at the end of a
course,
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or 50 years now, the
F New Delhi World Book

Fair (NDWBF) has
brought together thousands of
book lovers, readers, authors,
publishers, scholars,
educationists, students and
literary enthusiasts from all
over the world. This year too a
mammoth crowd has been
gathering at the newly
constructed International
Convention Centre at Pragati
Maidan — home to the
nine-day long World Book
Fair-2024.

Over the past seven days
nearly 15 lakh visitors have
roamed the colossal venue
where more than 1,000

The world in
books

publishers from 40 countries %

including the United Kingdom,
Argentina, Spain, France,
Turkey, Iran, Italy, the UAE,
Nepal, Bangladesh and more,
have put up 2,000-plus stalls.
Organised by the National
Book Trust (NBT) under the
\ Ministry of Education, this

The New Delhi World Book Fair-2024,
on at Pragati Maidan, creates a reading
ethos and establishes India’s prowess
in the global book -market
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year’s book fair celebrates the
mosaic of Indian languages
under the theme Bahubhashi
Bharat - Ek Jeevant Parampara
(Multilingual India - A Living
Tradition), with the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia as the guest
country fostering cultural
exchange, literary discourses,
and dialogues among the two
nations. Prof. Milind Sudhakar
Marathe, chairman, NBT-India,
says the NDWBF is a platform
for promoting intellectual
dialogue and readership.

Growing bigger
Anindya Chatterjee, who
migrated from Kolkata to the

For bibliophiles
Visitors to the
New Delhi World
Book Fair at
Pragati Maidan.
SHIV KUMAR
PUSHPAKAR

capital for work remembers
book fairs as the apex of
childhood magic.

He has not missed a single
edition of the NDWBF in the
last 30 years. “I am delightfully
blown away by how it gets
bigger each year; the extensive
display of books across genres,
the huge halls throughout the
expo, the diverse crowd,
invigorating sessions and a
host of other cultural
activities,” he says.

“It is the beauty of the
NDWBF,” says NBT director
Yuvraj Malik, “where the
inherent fabric of India’s unity
manifests itself through its

diverse spectrum of languages,
dialects and cultures, but one
expression. The melting pot of
art, literature, knowledge and
culture here appeals to
national and international
audiences.”

The fair is divided into
special zones hosting 500
academic discussions, book
launches, meet-the-author
corners and networking
opportunities with publishers
and exhibitors to push and
contribute to the rising literary
interest among populations
and use Artificial Intelligence
(AD) to expand the publishing
business across nations.

This year an e-learning
platform, Jaadui Pitara, in line
with the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, was
unveiled. Comprising puzzles,
riddles and stories, the
inclusive and informative
content, translated into 22
languages using Al is aimed at
transforming childhood
education. “We are committed
to the objective of developing a
reading culture in the country;
an e-library platform is

AN

available to everyone to
download books of their
choice,” says Malik.

Aesthetically designed

installations at the theme
pavilion showcasing the
evolution and heritage of
Indian languages and scripts,
and the children’s pavilion
focussing on shaping future
writers of multilingual India
through storytelling sessions,
illustration and writing
workshops, have piqued the
interest of visitors.

“The book fair transforms
into both creative and business
opportunities for visitors of all
kinds,” Malik adds.

e
At Halls 1 to 5, International
Convention Centre, Bharat
Mandapam (Pragati Maidan);
Till February 18; 1lam to 8pm.
Tickets @ %20 for adults and
%10 for children — available at
the venue, select Metro stations
and on the official website of
ITPO and National Book Trust.
Entry is free for children in
school uniform, senior citizens,
and the differently-abled

Y
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Personnel, Public Grievances, Law, and

Justice recently submitted a significant
report on legal education, making several
path-breaking recommendations to strengthen
the quality of legal education in India. Since
Independence, legal education, unlike medicine
and engineering, has not been a top priority for
India’s policymakers.

Things started to change for the better in the
1990s with the advent of the national law
universities (NLUs) in India. Buoyed by the winds
of liberalisation and globalisation, the Indian
economy in the 1990s threw up many new
opportunities for lawyers, which, in turn, led to
bright young students opting to study law right
after school. Several NLU graduates got placed in
high-paying law firm jobs while many others went
abroad to study at top universities, with quite a
few bagging prestigious scholarships such as
Rhodes and Chevening.

However, the same cannot be said about
hundreds of other law schools nationwide that
essentially represent a “sea of institutionalized
mediocrity”. Most of the NLUs too, while
successfully attracting excellent students, have
failed to emerge as centres of excellence in legal
research. This is borne by the fact that only two
Indian law schools, Jindal Global Law School and
National Law,School of India University, figure in
the QS rankings of the top 250 law schools
worldwide.

T he Parliamentary Standing Committee on

A new regulator

Against this backdrop, a key recommendation of
the committee is to limit the powers of the Bar
Council of India (BCI) to regulate legal education.
The BCI’s role in regulating legal education that
pertains to acquiring basic eligibility to practise in
the courts is indispensable.

However, several other facets of legal
education, especially at the post-gradl{aﬁon level,
do not pertain to litigation. The committee
recommends, and rightly so, that regulating these
parts of legal education should be entrusted toan
independent body called the National Council for

Prabhash Ranjan

teaches at the Faculty
of Legal Studies,
South Asian
University

The
recommend-
ations made by
the
Parliamentary
Standing
Committee on
Personnel,
Public
Grievances, Law,
and Justice, on
research and
other issues,
are timely
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An intervention that will help strengthen legaleducatzbn

Legal Education and Research (NCLER). This
proposed body will develop qualitative
benchmarks to regulate legal education. Eminent
legal academicians who deposed before the
parliamentary committee batted for the creation
of the NCLER. In addition to judges and
practising lawyers, the NCLER should have
eminent law professors with an unimpeachable
track record of research and serving legal
education. :

Bolstering research

Many of India’s 1,700-odd law schools principally
focus on teaching, with scant attention to
research. Consequently, India is chiefly the
consumer of legal knowledge generated in the
West, not its producer. An important data point
that reveals this is that out of more than 800 law
journals globally indexed in Scopus (an
internationally recognised database that lists
leading journals in all fields) barely a handful are
Indian law journals. This shows the abysmally
poor level of research in India’s law schools.

The committee emphasises the need to
prioritise and promote research in legal
education, which, in turn, will lead to better
teaching outcomes and help students develop a
critical perspective. As Albert Einstein said, “The
value of a college education is not the learning of
many facts but the training of the mind to think”
To strengthen research, there is a need to recruit
“world class global faculty who are top
researchers”. While this is easier said than done,
the fact that the committee has highlighted this
aspect is an encouraging development.

As the committee remarks, augmenting the
research ecosystem in our law schools
undoubtedly involves a greater need for state
funding. Bolstering research will also equip
India’s law schools to thrive in the globalising
world. The committee is cognisant of the effect of
globalisation on legal education. It thus correctly
recommends developing and delivering a global
curriculum, promoting student and faculty
international exchange programmes,
incorporating more international law courses in

the curriculum, and increasing students’
exposure to different legal systems.

Changing mindsets

The parliamentary committee’s suggestions are
like a breath of fresh air that may help many law
professors keep their chin up. In some form or
the other, such suggestions have been made
before. But none of this will be implemented as
long as higher education does not become the
topmost priority for everyone.

Additionally, legal education reform is
impossible without these: first, the leadership
positions in our university’s law faculties and law
schools should be held by passionate,
charismatic, and visionary academicians who
inspire and create an enabling and supportive
environment that allows younger academicians to
realise their potential as outstanding teachers and
brilliant researchers. Sadly, barring a few notable
exceptions, the deans of law faculties and
vice-chancellors of law universities in India have
failed to provide professional leadership. These
flawed academic leaders detest talented
professors and are the biggest bottleneck in
striving for excellence. No amount of money or
perks can overcome such a primary institutional
deficiency.

Second, to boost the culture of legal research
in our law schools, there should be complete
academic freedom and autonomy. As Jawaharlal
Nehru said, “a university stands for humanism,
for tolerance, for reason, for the adventure of
ideas and for the search of truth”. A law school or
any other academic institution can accomplish
this goal only if academicians are free to offer
their ¥§l}l—researched views without any fear,
even if these views are at variance with popl;larly
held beliefs in society or i
ideas of the time. ' o contest the dominant

The parliamentary committee’s i jon i
a welcome development, and oneS ggg&"ﬂf)n .
stakeholders to work together to improve the
quality of legal education in India.

“ .
’ \o The views expressed are personal
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'No free pvt schools
for EWS kids in Maha

it govt school nearby’

Niraj Pandit
letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Students from economi-
cally backward homes in Maha-
rashtra are set to be deprived of
free access to private schools
under the Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Education Act,
2009 (RTE) from the next aca-
demic session if there is a govern-
ment school nearby, according to
latest amendments to regulations
made by the state’s school educa-
tion department that were pub-
lished in the gazette on Thursday.
The amendment states that a
disadvantaged child will not be eli-
gible for an unaided private school
in their respective area under the
25% RTE quota if there is a govern-
ment or government-aided school
within a kilometre radius. In effect,
this is set to deprive children from
this strata the opportunity to study
in English medium private
schools, particularly in urban cen-
tres like Mumbai and Pune, where
government schools are abundant
Educational experts criticised
the move and said it appears to be
contradicting the RTE Act. A simi-
lar move by the Karnataka govern-
ment has been challenged in
court: the verdict for which is

~

pending in the Supreme Court.

Over the last decade around
500,000 underprivileged children
in the state have accessed educa-
tion in private schools through
RTE, as per government figures.

An official from the education
department said that the push for
the amendment was “inevitable”
as the state owes 1,463 crore to
private schools as fee reimburse-
ment for RTE admissions in the
last12 years. This amount is would
have crossed 32,000 crore if the
act was not amended.

Those private unaided schools
who wished to participate in the
process will no longer be eligible
for reimbursement, it said.

Kishore Darak, an educationist
said, “I wonder how a state gov-

ernment can issue a notification

amending RTE rules, nullifying
the law of the Union. The notifica-

tion contradicts RTE in its current
form and hence may be struck
down by legal authorities.”
Tushar Mahajan, deputy secre-
tary, school education depart-
ment, said, “Our current plan is to
bolster government and govern-
ment-aided schools with increased
funding and improved infrastruc-
ture. We wish to make govern-
ment schools more appeaw."

-


Administrator
Typewritten Text
HINDUSTAN TIMES, 16 FEBRUARY 2024

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text


PIONEER, 16 FEBRUARY 2024 \

IIT Delhi signs
MoU with UNDP

PNS m NEW DELHI

IIT Delhi and UNDP India
have signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) to cre-
ate solutions for advancing sus-
tainable development, with a
focus on environment, energy,
and climate change.

The partnership will work
towards developing and pro-
moting innovative and scalable
solutions to support transition to
low-carbon and climate resilient
pathways through policy and
implementation support.

Key areas of cooperation will
include climate change adapta-
tion, loss and damage, strength-
ening national systems of inno-
vation for achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), and leveraging digital
solutions for transition to green
energy and other climate tech-
nologies.

By creating and strengthening
global knowledge networks, the
alliance will advance the sus-
tainable development agenda in
the Global South.

Welcoming the partnership,
Prof. Rangan Banerjee, Director,
IIT Delhi, said, ‘Climate change
adaptation, vulnerability and
sustainable development are
important areas for India and the
world. We are excited to partner
with UNDP to work on insights,
research and evidence-based
policies for these critical areas’
Reaffirming UNDP’s commit-
ment to accelerate climate action,
Ms. Isabelle Tschan, Resident
Representative, a.i,, UNDP India,
said, As we stand at the midpoint
of the 2030 Agenda, addressing
climate change has become
imperative in our efforts to
achieve the SDGs. We are excit-
ed at this new partnership with
11" Delhi which will harness the
power of innovative research and
technology- driven solutions for
climate action and energy sus
tainability. Qi©
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DMRC Gati Shaktl Vlshwawdyalaya signMoU for academlc collaboration

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 15 FEBRUARY

The Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) and Gati
Shakti Vishwavidyalaya (GSV),
Vadodara on Thursday signed
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) at Metro
Bhawan in the presence of Dr.
Vikas Kumar, managing direc-
tor, DMRC, and Prof (Dr.)
Manoj Chaudhary, vice-chan-
cellor, Gati Shakti Vish-
wavidyalaya, and other sen-
ior officials.

"This historic MoU marks
a significant leap towards
fostering collaboration,
enriching academic endeav-
ours, and establishing alast-
ing partnershlp between
these two premier institu-
tions," a DMRC spokesper-
son said.

Both the DMRC and GSV
will now work together to

orgamse studies and research
in the area of transportation
and logistics, more particu-
larly related to Metro Rail
Technology, thereby, pro-
moung research, education,
and training; deepening the
understanding of scientific,
technological, and manage-

AVED

ment issues; establishing a
seamless platform for knowl-
edge exchange; fostering
innovative solutions across
diverse disciplines by com-
bining strengths and enhanc-
ing capacity building through
participative learning.

The collaborative efforts

i

R

are anticipated to create rip-
ples of positive change in
the academic and trans-
portationlandscape. Dr. Vikas
Kumar, MD/DMRC while
congratulating everyone
involved in this initiative for
their dedication and fore-
sight, said, "This collabora-

tion is indeed a win-win s1t-
uation for both the institu-
tions, marking a significant
step towards contributingto
the larger cause of nation-,
building." The DMRC,
through its premier training
academy known as 'Delhi,
Metro Rail Academy', has'
been imparting customized
training since 2002 on vari=
ous aspects of project plan-'

ning, implementation of oper-

ations, and maintenance of
rail-based urban trans-
portation systems, etc. Gati

Shakti Vishwavidyalaya (GSV)

isIndia’s first university in the

transportation and logistics

sectors. The University offers

aunique value proposition in

applied education, trainings

skilling, and research through

experiential learning and

academicindustry interface

to build top-quality man-

power.
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Shreya.Ghosh
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: “It is the prime
obligation of all, particularly
those in positions of power
and authority, to exemplify re-
spect for law by their conduct.
Those in authority cannot ta-
ke to dilated tactics or de-
monstrations,” vice-president
Jagdeep Dhankhar said on
Thursday after laying the fo-
undation stone for a boys’ hos-
telat Delhi University's Hindu
College as part of its 125th an-
niversary celebrations.

College principal Anju

Srivastavasaid thatthe const-
ruction of the new hostel,
which will accommodate 500-
plus boys and is estimated to
costover Rs65crore, will start
soon and it can be used from
the academic session of 2026.
She said that a new faculty
block and alibrary expansion
are nearing completion. 65
new permanent teachers ha-
ve been appointed too.

“This institution has been
witness to India's freedom
struggle and has contributed
to it... It has a rich legacy of
serving the nation and blosso-
ming nationalism,” Dhank-

TIMES OF INDIA, 16 FEBRUARY 2024

Hindu College (@ 125: Show respect for
law through conduct, says Dhankhar

Rajesh Mehta

V|ce preSIdent Jagdeep Dhankhar at Hlndu College

har said as he awarded gold
medals to eight meritorious
students. He also presented
the Sarthak Samman to phi-
lanthropist alumniof DU.

Dhankhar released a cof:
fee table book titled “Memo-
ries of Another Day -Sans-
maron Main Hindu” and un-
sealed a commemorative co-
in. Addressing the students,
he said, “The youth of today,
the youth of Amrit Kaal are
marathon runners for Bha-
rat2047. This march to Viksit
Bharat must be your passion,
mission and goal.”

He urged the students to
respect constitutional law as

that would mean one’s re-
spect for nationalism, demo-
cracy and meritocracy for
curbing corruption.

Dhankhar further under-

lined that India is at the cusp
of a technological revolu-
tion. “It is shaping all facets
of the Indian economy and
our lives too. But we must re-
main responsible and cautio-
us in our usage of disruptive
technology," he added.
Talking about how our sy-
stems had remained plagued
with corruption and patrona-
ge. Dhankhar stated, “Cor-
ruption and patronage are the
worst Killers of young minds.

They are antithetical to merit
and stability. Young people ha-
te it because they feel cheated
by corruption, nepotism and
favouritism. Boys and girls,
now there is a sea change —a
changeforthebetter.”

Founded in 1899 by Krish-
naDassjiGurwale,the Hindu
College premises on Thurs-
day was teeming with stu-
dents in ethnic wear soaking
in the celebratory mood, po-
sing near the front lawns. A
group of girls setthestageon
fire with their graceful Bha-
ratanatyam performance.

On Wednesday, the colle-
ge conducted a 'The Quasqui-
centennial March’— a cere-
monial flag-off of the march
was graced by actor and
alumnus Arjun Rampal, Vi-
dyut Jamwal, Amy Jackson
and collegestaff. -

The decorated four tab-
leau jeeps in the march provi-
ded a visual narrative of Hin-
du College's journey, from its
humble beginnings at Kinari
Bazaartoits current location
inthe North Campus. It show-
cased recent infrastructural
developments and illustrious
alumni who have been win-

nersof the Padma awards‘.p

J/
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Govt ties up
‘with industry
for youth skill
development

TiMmes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Education and skill
development minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan On Thurs-
day launched an initiative for
empoweringIndia’s “Yuva Shak-
ti’ —to g1ve a fresh impetus to
== skill development
; of youth. To-
| wards this end,
¥ govt firmed up
4| number of in-
dustry partners-
—1 1 hips with compa-
nies ]Jke Google, Microsoft, Flip-
kart, Teamlease, Upgrad, Reli-
ance Foundation and Infosys.
Emphasising on a compre-
hensive and results-oriented
strategy to enhance accessibi-
lity, innovation, and flexibility
in skilling ecosystem, these
collaborations are expected to
mark a transformative period
in connections between educa-
tion and industry-academia.
Pradhan said: “Partnerships
forged today will lead Skill In-
dia Mission forward and build
a capable, productive and effi-
cient workforce ready to em-
brace global opportunities.”
He added: “India will beco-
me unstoppable by embracing
mantra of skilling, reskilling,
and upskilling. We have laun-
ched many digital initiatives
in skilling ecosystem which
are ensuring skills anywhere,
anytime and skills for all. As
India marches towards to be a
developed nation, by levera-
ging technology, scale and sus-
tainability, Indian workforce
will meet not only domesticde-
mand but also global demand,
setting new benchmarks.” T»%
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A LITTLE BIT

N Dayasindhn
CO-FOUNDER, ITIHAASA RESEARCH AND DIGITAL

7~ Vhe entrepreneurs and lead-
i ers who nurtured Indian IT
[3 over the decades are part of
A Indian industry folklore.
The teachers and researchers who
cultivated IT when it was still a nas-
cent domam in India are legends as
well. They had the
belief that IT will
| transform India in
an era when the gen-
eral perception was
| computers were ex-
pensive imported
machines that will
take away jobs. It is thanks to their
tenacity that India has fostered top-
class skilled IT professionals from
the 1960s.

V Rajaraman is a household
name among Indian IT profession-
als. We have all used at least one of
his many books on programming or
computers. His book, Principles of
Computer Programming, was first
published in the 1960s. The pubhsh
er printed it on newsprint since
Rajaraman insisted that the book
should be affordable to students and
not be priced more than Rs 15! Raja-
raman is instrumental in starting
India’s first MTech programme with

TIMES OF INDIA (P-23), 16 FEBRUARY 2024

PIONEERING IT ACADEMICS IN INDIA

a specialisation in computer sci-
ence, and the first BTech pro-
gramme in computer science in IIT
Kanpur. While a student in IISc in
the 1950s, Rajaraman added non-
linear units to the Philbrick Rideout
Electronic Differential Analyzer
(Preda) - the first analog computer
built in IISc using transistors - to
enable it to solve non-linear ordi-
nary differential equations.
Rajaraman’s colleague in IIT
Kanpur was H N Mahabala who
subsequently established the com-

The over 5

million
Indian IT
professionals
today stand on

the shoulders
of our
teachers and
researchers.

V Rajaraman demon-

' strating the Preda analog
computer. He helped
-design this computer
while a student in 11Sc

puter science department in IIT
Madras in the early 1970s. He con-
vinced the Germans who were
funding the computer at IIT-Ma-
dras that they needed the top-of-
the-line IBM 370. And that they
could run the computer them-
selves! This computer was one of
the most powerful in Asia in that
era. Mahabala devised a computer
aided simulation to check if the
illumination provided by the lights
at the newly constructed Jawaha-
rlal Nehru stadium were adequate

for the 1982 Asiad Games.

C R Muthukrishnan, another
founding faculty of IIT Madras’
computer science department, ob-
tained his PhD from IIT Kanpur in
1969. He was among the earliest
PhDs awarded in India in computer
science. Kamala Krithivasan was
one of the early faculty members
in the computer science depart-
ment of IIT Madras. She worked on
the interesting area of array gram-
mars and on generating kolam or
rangoli patterns.

J R Isaac started IIT Bombay'’s
computer science department and
was instrumental in getting a Soviet
era Minsk I computer. He was deep-
ly passionate about computer educa-
tion and later became an advisor to
NIIT. Deepak Phatak is a long serv-
ing faculty of computer science in
IIT Bombay. As a Master’s student in
1T Bombay, Phatak learnt program-
ming on the Minsk II computer. In
the early 1970s, IIT Bombay designed
a full-fledged 32-bit mainframe com-
puter and started building a proto-
type. P C P Bhatt is an iconic fac-
ulty of computer science in IIT Delhi
and his book on operating systems is
very popular in India.

The Tata Institute of Fundamen-
tal Research (TIFR) in Mumbai has
a legacy in IT that predates that of
the IITs. R Narasimhanand P V S
Rao built India’s first digital com-
puter, Tifrac, in the early 1960s in
TIFR. Narasimhan was recruited

into TIFR by Homi Bhabha since he
was familiar with the now legend-
ary John von Neumann'’s report that
had the first description of the logi-
cal design or architecture of a stored
program computer. Rao was a key
architect of the ingenious adder
design that was quicker than that of
the comparable IBM 701, and a CRT
display for the Tifrac that was
among the earliest such displays in
the world.

S Ramani of TIFR is credited
with the proposal for an academ-
ic computer network in India,
which later became the Ernet
project and brought e-mail and
internet to Indian academic in-
stitutions. He was an integral
member of the National Centre
for Software Development and
Computing Techniques and led
the National Centre for Software
Technology that pioneered IT
education for working profes-
sionals. A veteran who donned
many hats was Keshav Nori. He
taught in IIT Kanpur, was a lead-
er in TCS, and later a faculty
member in IIIT Hyderabad. He
was one of the pioneers of soft-
ware research at the Tata Re-
search Development and Design
Centre focusing on automated
language translators, data entry
automation, etc. in the 1980s.

The over 5 million Indian IT pro-
fessionals today stand on the shoul-

ders of our teachers and res: hers.
5§§ ! 23
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Number of
Indians applying
for undergrad
study in UK dips

London: The number of Indi- :
an students applying for un- :
dergraduate degrees in Brita-
inhasfallenastheyaregetting
put off by the high cost of li-
ving, accommodation shorta-
gesand negative govtrhetoric.

Figures released Thurs-
day by UCAS (Universities
and Colleges Admissions Ser-
vice), which handles admis-
sionstofull-time undergradu-
ate education, show that for |
the first time since at least |
,2008, the number of Indian
students applying to under-
graduate degrees hasfallen. §

In 2023, 9,130 Indians appli-
ed by the Jan 31 cut-off point,
but in 2024 only 8,770 had. |

There has also been a de-
crease in applicants from Ni-
geria (-45%) and Pakistan
(-10%). The highest increases
are from Turkey (+38%), Ca-
nada(+14%)and China (+3%).

The overall number of in-
ternational students for under-
graduate places has increased
by just 0.7%, with 115,730 stu-
dents applying by the Jan dead-
line for Sept 2024 entry, compa-
red to114,910 the previous year.

Amit Tiwari, president of
Indian National Students As-
sociation UK, blamed the
strong pound and high cost of
living in UK for putting off In-
dians. Therearemajoraccom-
modationshortages.Ihave he-
ard of 10 Indian students sha-
ring a room,” he said. “Very
few undergraduates are also
finding permanent jobs after
they graduate. The glossy bro-
chures are not matching the
reality,” he added.

Sanam Arora, founder and
chair of National Indian Stu-
dents and Alumni Union UK,
blamed the decrease on recent
changes that are creating a
perception of UK as not wan-

ting international students.
ny
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