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Early break for WB
schools due to heat

Kolkata, April 18: The
West Bengal government
has declared an early
summer break for state-
run and aided schools
from April 22 in view of
the prevailing heat wave
conditions.

A notification by the
school education depart-
ment said apart from stu-
dents, the teaching and
non-teaching staff of the
schools will be on leave
during the period, unless
directed otherwise by the
election authorities 1n
light of the Lok Sabha
elections.

“Considering the pre-
vailing heatwave situa-
tion, the competent
authority has decided to
prepone the summer.
vacation in the schools
under your administra-
tive
effect from April 22
except for schools in hill
areas of Darjeeling and
Kalimpong districts,
wherein the existing aca-
demic schedule may con-

tinue until further order,”
the notice issued by
school education secre-
tary to the presidents of
primary education and
secondary boards said.

Earlier, in view of the
elections and keeping in
mind that many schools
in the northern parts of
Bengal have already been
turned into camps for
security forces as also
booths, the summer vaca-
tion had been scheduled
from May 6. X
-Education minister
Bratya Basu said private
schools are also being
requested to bring for-
ward the summer holi-
days in the interest of
students.

A school education ofti-
cial said the total number

Ix , ~of halidays apart from
jurisdictibh ¥ with. € &/edlll{@ﬂd’ off +days' and

public holidays should
not be beyond 65 for a
school, calculating both
summer and puja vaca-
tions and the Christmas-
New Year week. &« P71
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JNU was never ‘anti-national’, nor
part of ‘tukde-tukde’ gang: V-C

NEW DELHI: The Vice-Chan-
cellor of Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU), Santishree
Dhulipudi Pandit, emphasised
that the university has never
been associated with terms
like “anti-national” or part of
the “tukde-tukde” gang. She
asserted JNU’s commitment to
nurturing dissent, debate, and
democracy.

In an interaction with
PTI editors, Pandit, the first
woman to hold the position
of Vice-Chancellor at the uni-
versity, clarified that JNU is
“not saffronised” and there is
no pressure from the central
government in its day-to-day
functioning.

Pandit, also a JNU alum-
nus, however, admitted that the
campus was polarised when
she took over and termed the
phase as “unfortunate” She
claimed that there were mis-
takes on both sides (students
and administration) and the
leadership erred in handling
the situation.

She also said that neither
does she regret her affiliation
with the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) nor does
she hide it.

Pandit, who spoke at length
about her life from the time she
was born in St. Pctcrsburg’m
Russia to growing up in a mld-
dle-class South Indian family in
Chennai, said she feels proud to

be called “the Sanghi VC who
brought the highest QS rank-
ings for JNU”.

“As a university we should
be above all this (saffronisa-
tion). JNU is for the nation,
not for any particular iden-
tity. JNU stands for inclusivity
and development and I always
say that it stands for seven
D’s - development, democ-
racy, dissent, diversity, debate
and discussion, difference and
deliberation,” she said.

Pandit took over as the vice
chancellor in 2022 when the
campus was in the throes of
students’ agitation and had still
not recovered from the 2016
controversy over alleged anti-
national slogans being raised
on campus during an event.
The students who were alleged
to be involved in the slogan
raising were branded as mem-

bers of the “tukde tukde” gang.

“That was a phase when
there were mistakes on both
sides. I think the leader-
ship erred on the way to con-
trol it. Any university has 10
per cent lunatic fringes. It is
not only JNU. It is about the
leadership, how we tackle
people with extreme views...
But I don't think we are anti-
national or tukde-tukde,” she
said, responding to a question
about the varsity’s anti-national
image.

“I think that phase was
bad and there were mistakes
on both sides, and because of
polarisation and the leadership
not understanding...You have
to understand that people will
differ and argue. The univer-
sity was never anti-national.
When I'studied (at J]NU) it was
the height of the Left domina-
tion, even then nobody was
anti-national,” Pandit said.
“They were critical. Being crit-
ical and dissenting will not be
called anti-national. I think the
administration did not under-
stand JNU and that was an
unfortunate phase,” she added.

She pointed out that all the
degrees awarded to graduates
of military academies such
as IMA, Naval Academy are
trom JNU. “Going by that logic
even the Indian military will be
deemed as anti-national” Pan-
dit stated. AGENCIES
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“VIT Englneerlng Entrance Exam beglns
In 125 cities in India and six cities abroad

The results will be available tentatively on May 3, 2024 on www.vit.ac.in

VELLORE: The VIT Engineer-
ing Entrance Exam, the entrance
examination conducted by Vel-
lore Institute of Technology
(VIT) for admission to B.Tech.
programmes of VIT Group of
Institutions— VIT-Vellore, VIT-
Chennai, VIT-AP (Amaravati)
and VIT-Bhopal, is scheduled
from April 19 to 30, 2024 as
Proctored Computer Based Test
at 125 cities in India and six
cities abroad - Dubai, Muscat,
Qatar, Kuwait, Singapore and
Kuala Lumpur. The results will
be available tentatively on May
3,2024 on www.vit.ac.inand on

the same day online counselling
process will begin.

Applicants within 1 lakh
ranks are eligible to participate
in the counselling for admission
to B. Tech programmes.

The rank-wise schedule of
counselling for filling of choices
is: Phase 1 for Ranks 1-20,000
on May 7 & 8, 2024; Phase 2 for
ranks 20,001 -45,000 on May 18
& 19, 2024; Phase 3 for ranks
45,001- 70,000 on May 29 &
30, 2024 and Phase 4 for ranks
70,001-1,00,000 from June 9 to
10, 2024. Applicants of ranks
above 1 lakh are eligible only

for VIT-AP and VIT-Bhopal.
The counseling for them will
be conducted on June 20 & 21,
2024. The classes are likely to
commence from the second
week of July 2024.

VIT encourages applicants
to offer a maximum number of
choices during the online coun-
selling to ensure allotment in
their preferred programmes.

Under the G V School
Development Programme, can-
didates with VITEEE ranks 1 to
10 will be given 100 per cent
tuition fee waiver for all four
years; 11 to 50 will be given

75 per cent tuition fee waiver;
those with ranks 51 to 100 will
get 50 per cent tuition fee waiver
and candidates in ranks 101 to
500 would be given 25 per cent
tuition fee waiver. Besides, the
district toppers (one boy and
one girl) in all the districts of
Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh
and Andhra Pradesh who are
studying in government schools
in rural areas will be given 100
per cent fee waiver and exemp-

tion from hostel and mess fees
under the STARS (Support The
Advancement of Rural Stu-
dents) scheme. o W MPOST
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- Centre fills up
director’s posts
at 6 lITs vacant

for a while

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Directors of six
Indian Institutes of Technolo-
gy (IIT) were appointed on
Thursday, according to offi-
cial sources.

The post of director for II'T-
Kanpur has been lying vacant
since 2023, while the Guwahati
position has been vacant for
last 16 months. The IIT-Dhan-
bad and Goa has been lying va-
cant for last nine and six

monthsrespectively.
Deputy director of IIT-

Kanpur, Manindra Agrawal,
has been appointed as direc-
tor of Kanpur. He is a profes-
sor at the department of com-
puter science and engineer-
ing, [IT-Kanpur. :

Devendra Jalihal, a pro-
fessor of electrical engineer-
ing from IIT-Madras has
been appointed asdirector of
IIT Guwahati. |

“Avinash Kumar Agarwal, - .
professor at IIT-Kanpur’s de-
partment of mechanical engi-
neering has been appointed as
director of IT Jodhpur,” a
source said. “Sukumar Mishra
appointed IIT-Dhanbad direc-
tor, and DS Katti to be IIT-Goa
head,” the source added. Amit
Patra, deputy director of IIT-
Kharagpur has been appointed
thenew IIT-BHU director.

The ministry of education
(MoE) had last month invited
applications for the post of di-
rector of lIT-Hyderabad and
[IT-Kharagpur. ~<g3 |
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