
UGC asks Edu Institutes to Create 
Awareness on New Criminal Laws 
UGC lists 6 'myths' which include the new lawsthreaten' individual freedom 

Our Polltical Bureau 

New Delhi: The University 
Grants Commission (UGC) has 
asked all higher education insti 
tutes in the country to help gene 
rate awareness on the three new 
criminal laws and to dispel 
"myths" around them. 
In a February 16 commnica 

tion, the higher education regu 
lator sent "myth buster" flyers to 
reassure youngsters and public 
at large that the new laws are vic 
tim-centric and will not threaten 
individual freedom in any way. 
The Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 
2023, is a transformative judicial 

reform based on a victim-centric 
approach, providing witness pro 
tection and aims at fast and spee 
dy delivery of justice with the use 
of technology, etc. In this regard, 
flyers are being shared for use by 
HEIs for creating a sensitisation 
amongst faculty and students 
about the BNS and its implica 
tions for ensuring timely justi 
ce," UGC Secretary Manish Joshi 
said in the communication to all 
heads of institutes. 

It has asked the institutes to publi. 
cise the BNS, 2023, around specified 
themes by carrying out campaigns 
by displays through standees, dis-
tributing lyers and organising se 
minars and talks by serving and re-
tired lawyers and judges besides 
their respective faculties in their in 

imitod 

stitutions. 
The UGC 

SHARING DETAILS 

UGC has as 
ked allin 

stitutes to 
share the details of ac 
tivities undertaken to 
heeducationministry 
has further asked all institutes to 
share the details of the activities 
undertaken to the Ministry of Edu-
cation for sending them to the home 
ministry The flyers shared by the 
UGC has listed six "myths" and "mi-
sconceptions" about the laws which 
include ideas such as that the new 

PROGRESSIVE IDEAS 

UGC mentions 
progressive 
ideas' introdu 

ced in the laws like com 
munity service, stake 
holder driven reforms 

criminal laws threaten individual 
freedom or help create a "police sta-
te"orenable police torture by exten-
sion of custody limits. 

It also terms as "myths" the per 
ception that the new laws bring un 
duly harsh punishment in hit-and-
run cases or bring in sedition-rela-

ted clauses through changed voca 
bulary. 
The eight point "focus areas" of 

the new laws have also been underli 
ned, ranging from swift time bound 
justice delivery system to tech-dri 
ven approach through online ac 
cess, a reformative approach by 
way of fines and community servi 
ce, besides trial in absentia provi 
sions. 
The content-put together by the 

MHA-also highlights the "victim 
centric features" of the new laws 
through the Right to Participation, 
Right to Information and Transpa 
rency. 
The Bharatiya Nagarik Suraks 

ha Sanhita (BNSS), 2023, emphasi 
ses victim information rights by en 
suring the supply of police reports, 
FIRS, and witness statements. It al 
so gives provisions dedicated to pro 
viding victims with crucial infor 
mation at various stages of investi 
gation and trial," it reads. 
The information shared by the 

UGC further mentions the "pro 
gressive ideas" introduced in the 
laws such as community service, 
stakeholder driven reforms, special 
focus on international aspects of 
crimes and so on. 
The Bharatiya Sakshya Sanhita, 

2023, the Bharatiya Nagarik Su 
raksha Sanhita Bill, 2023, and the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, we 
re passed in the winter session of 
Parliament to replace the Indian 
Evidence Act, 1872, the Criminal 
Procedure Code, 1973, and the Indi 
an Penal Code, respectively. 
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party's fortunes, he'said. 

Narendra Modi 

PM opens lIT, 
IISER, IIITDM 
in Tirupati 
and Kurnool 

The Hindu Bureau 
TIRUPATIVKURNOOL 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi formally dedicated to 
the nation the permanent campuses of the Indian In 
stitute of Technology (IT 
Tirupati), Indian Institute 
of Science Education and 

Research (ISER-Tirupati) 
and the Indian Institute of, 

Information Technology, 
Design and Manufacturing 
(ITDM Kurnool) through 
virtual mode on Tuesday. 

Andhra Pradesh Deputy 
Chief Minister K. Naraya 
naswamy attended the in 
augural event at the IIT 
campus, where Director 
K.N. Satyanarayana coordi 
nated the event. At IISER 
Tirupati, Member of Parlia 
ment M. Gurumoorthy at 
tended the inaugural pro 
gramme along with 
Collector G. Lakshmisha, 
who were formally re 
ceived by the Director San 
tanu Bhattacharya. 

The IITDM established 
on Jagannath Gattu in Kur 
nool as part of the Andhra 
Pradesh Reorganisation 
Act, 2014 was formally in 
augurated by Mr. Modi, in 
the presence of Deputy 
Chief Minister S.B. Amzath 
Basha. MP Sanjeev Kumar 
called it a happy auguring 
for the institute. The 151.51 
acre site currently accom 
modates 907 students, 40 
regular faculty and 10 ad 
junct faculty, said Director 
DV.L.N. Somayajulu. 
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I degrees, diplomas, & certificates conferred 

-1-

ES 

IGNOUholds 37th convocation, 

OUR CORRES PONDENT 

NEW DELHI: The Indira 
Gandhi National Open Uni 
versity (IGNOU) reached a his 
toric milestone as it conferred 
over 3,00,000 degrees, diplo 
mas, and certificates during its 
37th Convocation held at the 
esteemed Baba Saheb Ambed 
kar Convention Centre, located 
within the sprawling IGNOU 
Maidan Garhi Camnpus. 

He lauded the role played 
by IGNOU in nurturing well 
rounded individuals and 

- praised the institution for its 
commitment to promoting 
equity, inclusivity, and excel 
lence in higher education, in 

ing the assembly said a simi- hir Nandrajog said the matter is 

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar was present as the chief guest 

The event was graced by the 
presence of the Vice President 
of India, Jagdeep Dhankhar, 
who delivered an inspir 
ing address to the assembled 
students. 

In his speech, the Vice Pres 
ident extended warm congrat 
ulations to students across the 
nation, acknowledging their 
relentless efforts and steadfast 
dedication. 

SIRTI ndira Gandhi 
SiaaaNatirsal Open Uny 

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar during the event, in New Delhi on 
Tuesday 

accordance with the objectives 
outlined in the National Educa-
tion Policy 2020. 

Emphasising the 
impact of IGNOUs vast 
alumni network, the Vice Presi-
dent highlighted its potential 
as a driving force for national 
progress, particularly as India 
strives to achieve developed 
nation status by 2047, the 
Amrit kaal!. 

bers were to come and meet the consideration on February 21. 

He discussed the signifi 
cance of digital infrastructure, 
advancements in UPI, mobile 

technology, and initiatives like 
DPI, emphasising the impera 
tive of inclusive participation, 
particularly from the Global 
South, within international 
forums such as the G20. 

Encouraging entrepreneur-
ial endeavors, he urged gradu-
ates to explore opportunities, 
initiate startups, and lead with 
innovation, underscoring that 
failure is but a stepping stone 
to success in the era of disrup-
tive technologies such as loT, 
Al, and quantumn computing. 

over3 lakh 

Highlights 
» Emphasising the impact 

of IGNOU's vast alumni 

network, Vice President 
highlighted its potential as 
a driving force for nation 
al progress, particularly 
as India strives to achieve 
developed nation status 
by 2047, 'Amrit kaal' 

» Vice President urged 
graduates to embrace 
their individuality, chal 
lenge conventional norms, 
and fearlessly pursue 
their aspirations 

The Vice President urged 
graduates to embrace their 
individuality, challernge con 
ventional norms, and fearlessly 
pursue their aspirations, recog-
nising their role as architects 
of Indias future, shaping the 
nation's trajectory with purpose 
and fervor. 

Prof. Nageshwar Rao, VC 
IGNOU, informed the Vice 

Wer 

atte: 

I 

President, "I am delighted to 
share that IGNOU has under 
taken numerous initiatives 

Over the past year. We have 
diligently progressed towards 
realising the vision outlined in 
the National Education Policy 
2020, particularly in embrac 
ing multidisciplinary and 
holistic education. Our com 
mitment extends across various 
domains incuding vocational 
and skill -based education, 
research and innovation, pro 
motion of Indian languages, 
and ICT-enabled education. 
It fills me with immense pride 
to highlight the tangible impact 
of our endeavors, notably in 
reaching the farthest corners 
of our nation and catering to 
marginalised groups. IGNOU 
remains steadfast in its mis 

education, thereby fostering 
sion to provide access to higher 

equity in our society through 

underscore our dedication 
inclusion. These initiatives 

to achieving the transforma 
tive objectives set forth in the 
National Education Policy th 
2020 
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lation of other enzymes (or of other 
proteins) are called protein kinases. 

PROFESSOR LENNY 

Enhancing saepply 
chanresilience 

n the ever-evolving landscape of 
our interconnected world, supply 
chains serve as the backbone of 
the modern economy. Yet, loom 

ing threats such as trade wars, regional 
conflicts, and protectionism under 
score the need for a paradigm shift in 
how we approach supply chain struc 
tures. The recent disruptions caused 
by the pandemic serve as a poignant 

reminder of the urgency to cultivate 
resilient supply chains for sustainable 
economic growth. 

Article Overview: The article, 
inspired by groundbreaking research 
from the University of 
Sheffield, will delve into 

If a hormonal signal triggers the phos 

the 

intricacies of mapping supply chains, 
conducting life cycle assessments, and 
developing innovative strategies to for 
tify the resilience of these complex sys 
tems. It will explore the global chal 
lenges faced by nations and industries, 
emphasising resource efficiency, sus 
tainability, and decarbonisation. 
Employing a comprehensive 
approach, how it integrates method 
ologies such as life cycle assessment, 
advanced modeling with artificial 
intelligence, machine learning, and 

former head, dep 
Mohan College 

Key Findings -- Case Study (Rolls 
Royce): A highlight of the University's 
research is a recent publication delving 

into the antecedents of 
organisational 

resilience. This groundbreaking work 
has created a practical tool that 
empowers companies to measure and 
enhance their performance. 

Practical Implications: The Uni 
versity's focus on providing actionable 
tools, grounded in rigorous research, 
empowers organisations to make 

informed decisions. This approach 
allows for a comprehensive evaluation 
of an organisation's current standing 
and a targeted strategy for improve 
ment. The tool is currently used in the 
advanced manufacturing industry, 
offering tangible solutions to real 
world challenges. 

part 
kinas 

Collaborations and Partnerships: 
Beyond collaborations in the UK, the 
University's research extends globally, 
fostering partnerships with renowned 
institutions such as Penn Staté in the 
US and partners in India. This inter 
national perspective not only enriches 

the findings but also enhances the 
relevance and applicability of the 

research on a global scale. 
Industry Relevance: In a 

world where companies 
demand more goods and 
services, supply chain 
resilience becomes 
paramount. The Uni 
versity's research 

aligns with the imper 
atives of ESG, climate 
change initiatives, 
andthe broader 
world economy agen 
da by mapping and 
eliminating carbon 

hotspots while 
minimising 
supply chain 

risks. 

The author is a 
professor at Sheffield 

University Management 
School, UK 

Slal 

social science research. 
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phones and a laptop with: 
ware andother incriminating 

Two new bldgs 
at Hauz Khaz 

campus of IIT 
to host 20 units 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK 

New Delhi: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi inaugurated 
the east and west academic 
complexes at Indian Institute 
of Technology Delhi's Hauz 
Khas campus through video 
conferencing on Tuesday. 

Part of a large number of 
infrastructure projects initia 
ted at centrally funded higher 
educational institutions under 
the higher education depart 
ment, this is the biggest const 
ruction activity for research 
and academic purposes in the 
history of Indian Institute of 
Technology Delhi at one go. 

The two multi-storey buil. 
dings, measuring over 60,000 
square metres, are developed 
for Rs 260 crore. 

"They will strengthen the 
existing academic and rese 
arch facilities on the campus 
The institute is known for the 
cutting-edge research done by 
the faculty and students. The 
new research facilities in the 
se two academic blocks will 
help us reaching new he 
ights," said IIT-D director 
Rangan Banerjee. 

The buildings, called Aca 
demic Complex East and Aca 
demic Complex West, will h0st 
more than 20 academic units, 
including School of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), School of n 
Public Policy, departments of 
design, textile and fibre, me 
chanical engineering, materi 
al science and engineering, e 
mathematics, energy 
and engineering, biological c 
sciences, biotechnology, elec- o 
trical engineering, physics, 
chemistry, and humanities and 
social sciences, Centre for Bio- p. 
medical Engineering, Centre p 
for Automative Research and o 
Tribology, Centre of Excellen- b 

ce on Cyber Security, central ez 
workshop, School of Inter-di 

Research, and cen 
tral research facilities. 

More than 300 research 
cum-teaching labs will be set 
up focusing on research and 
development in the areas of 
energy, environment and sus 
tainability, artificial intelli 
gence and data science, ad 
vanced materials and devices, 
med-tech & healthcare, 5G/In 
ternet of Things (IoT) /com 
munication, quantumn tech 
nologies, electric mobility. 

" biological sciences, health ca 
re and many other frontier 
areas of technological and 
scientific research. 

The new structures will al 
so have 200 faculty offices, 10 
committee rooms, 13 conferen 
ce rooms and other facilities 
like faculty lounges and de 
partmental libraries. 

The Union minister of state 
culture, Meenakshi Lekhi, and 
eminent scientists from vario 
us organisations were among 
the participants at the event. 

S 

a 

.Office of Mission Dire 

sciplinary . 
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UGC tells universities to 
appoint ombudspersons 
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE 

NEWDELHI, FEBRUARY 20 
The University Grants Com 
mission (UGCO) has said that 
the universities across the 
country should appoint 
ombudspersons. Students 

should approach the 

ombudspersons for speedy 
redressal of various issues 
faced by them. 

"It is mandatory for all high 
er education institutions to 
appoint ombudspersons to 
address students' complaints. 
If you are a student facing 
issues like irregularities in 
admission, misinformation, 
refusal to admit according to 

the institute's policy withhold 
ing of documents to induce 
payment of unnecessary 
charges, violations in admis 
sion process or unlawfulness 
in evaluation," it said. 

RNI CHAFN 

Early this month, UGC 
Chairman Mamidala Jagadesh 
Kumar said the universities 
across India should imple 
ment the Student Grievance 
Redressal Regulations-2023 so 
that students did not take 
extreme step of "self-harm" 
under stress. 

Printed and Published by Rajesh Ramachandran for The Tribune Trust 

D605 

According to the UGC, 700 
varsities have appointed 
ombudspersons while 300 oth 
ers are yet to make such 
appointments. 

Printed at The Tribune Press, Plot No. 123, Sector 37, Pace City-1, Gurugram. 
Published at The Tribune, Sector 29-C, Chandigarh. 
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IGNOU certificates 

NEW DELHI: Indira Gandhi 
National Open University 
(1GNOU) on Tuesday issued 
academic certificates through 
Digilocker. Students pursu 
ing undergraduate and post 
graduate programmes will be 
able to access their certificates on the official application that 
can be downloaded on dig 
ilockergov.ininstallapp. INS 

now via DigiLocker 
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ScH 308,605 fs, fs-I, 
NEP-2020 3J4-IGUNEY 
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