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eclines to stay

Chancellor’s order to Sanskrit
‘University V-C to vacate post

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

The Kerala High Court on
Thursday stayed the order
of Governor and Chancel-

" lor Arif Mohammed Khan

declaring ab initio void the
appointment of M.K. Jaya-
raj as the Vice-Chancellor
of Calicut University and
directing him to vacate the
office forthwith.

Justice Mohammed Nias
C.P. however, declined to
stay the Chancellor’s order

~ directing M.V. Narayanan,

Vice-Chancellor of Sree
Sankaracharya University
of Sanskrit, to vacate the
post in view of the Chan-
cellor’s finding that his ap-

Arif Mohammed‘ Khan

pointment was also ab in-
itio void. The court passed
the interim orders on a
writ petition filed by Dr.
Jayaraj and Dr. Narayanan.

Refusing the plea for a
stay made by Mr. Naraya-
nan, the court pointed out
that the Supreme Court in
the Rajasree case had

clearly held that the ap-
pointment of the Vice-
Chancellors must be in
terms of the UGC regula-
tions 2018.

The court noted that on-
ly one name was forward-
ed by the selection com-
mittee for appointment of
V-C to the Sanskrit univer-
sity to the Chancellor,
which is in total violation
of 7.3 of UGC Regulations,
2018 and “the ratio in Ra-
jasree’s case applies on all
fours”. The continuance of
the petitioner as Vice-
Chancellor consequent to
a selection that was totally
contrary to the statutory
provisions could not be
permitted, it added. “\
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Harnessing the power

films for learning

TANMAY SHA

Short films have emerged as potent tools in the pursuit of holistic education,
introducing students to socio-emotional learning and inculcating life skills

n the continually evolving
Ieducation system, the

quest for innovative
approaches to ensure compre-
hensive development at every
learning stage remains a pri-
ority. The objective is to fos-
ter a profound connection
within students, deepening
their understanding of them-
selves and their societal roles.
In this pursuit, short films
emerge as powerful tools,
introducing students to socio-
emotional learning (SEL) and
imparting essential life skills.
Traditional pedagogical mod-
els typically present facts and
theories in a classroom set-
ting, followed by practical
sessions demonstrating the
application of these theories.
However, the nuanced expe-
rience of emotions related to
the subject often remains
unexplored, limited to the
pursuit of a predefined result.
Short films prove potent in
enabling students to engage
with emotions, cultivate
empathy, and develop rela-
tionship skills, fostering long-
term growth mindsets. The
process of viewing and creat-
ing short films also brings
self-awareness and self-man-
agement to the forefront.
As amedium, short films dis-

tinguish themselves as one of
the most powerful forms of
communication. They allow
practitioners to simultane-
ously experience audio-visu-
al, read-write, and kinesthet-
ic forms of learning, trans-
forming the experience into
a deeply personal memory
rather than a mere task. The
utilisation of short films to
address social issues further
enhances their impact and
effectiveness.

The cultivation of socially
responsible citizens in both
the present and future is
imperative, involving a criti-
cal understanding of individ-
ual rights, responsible
resource use, sensitivity, and
an unwavering commitment
to equality. Creating short
films compels learners to
introspect, connect with their
surroundings, demonstrate
compassion towards experi-
ences not their own, and cul-
tivate sensitivities when work-
ing with subjects, treating

them with due respect. Taking
a cause to a broader audience
through short films allows for
the powerful dissemination of
stories that need to be told.
It fosters the integration of
diverse perspectives on a
social issue, compelling stu-
dents to collectively make
decisions aligned with their
shared goals. This collabora-
tive approach not only deep-
ens comprehension but also
establishes a cohesive team
structure. It incuclcates a
sense of community and
teamwork, imparting valuable
life skills.

Short films are a great enabler
of creativity, allowing learners
to find engaging ways to tell
a story. They support individ-
ual voices while making the
overall experience personal in
creation and collective in
viewing. The stories created,
characters enacted, or
engaged in making the film
become an emotional jour-
ney, imprinting lifelong col-
lective wisdom.

Additionally, short films serve
as mirrors reflecting the intri-
cacies of real-life challenges.
By presenting relatable char-
acters grappling with adver-
sity, ethical dilemmas, or per-
sonal growth, these films

become catalysts for develop-
ing resilience and problem-
solving skills. Witnessing on-
screen struggles prompts stu-
dents to reflect on their deci-
sion-making processes and
consider the consequences
of their actions. Short films
thus become invaluable tools
for instigating thoughtful self-
reflection, essential for char-
acter development and life
skills growth.

In conclusion, the art of
teaching finds a powerful
companion in short films.
This medium enables holistic
learning, making learners
aware of personal emotions
and inspiring them to convert
those into thought-provoking
narratives. Educators can
utilise short films to create
discourse around challenging
subjects, turning them into a
language of their own.
Properly crafted short films
bring forth local stories to a
global audience, making the
effort part of a larger goal.
Creating these films also
serves the purpose of practis- |
ing art and craft for a larger, |
collective purpose beyond
self-expression.

(The writer is the founder of
Friday Fiction Films; views
Q~\o<b are personal )
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girlsbarred fromeducationby Taliban

AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD, 21 MARCH

Theschool yearin Afghanistan
started Wednesday butwith-
out girls whom the Taliban
barred from attending class-
es beyond the sixth grade,
makingit the only countrywith
restrictions on female edu-
cation.

The U.N. children’s agency
says more than 1 million girls
are affected by the ban. It
also estimates 5 million were
out of school before the Tal-
iban takeover due to alack of
facilities and other reasons.

The Taliban’s education
ministry marked the start of
the new academic year with
aceremony thatfemalejour-
nalists were not allowed to

attend. Theinvitations sent out
toreporterssaid: “Due to the
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Afghanistan’sschoolyearstarts withoutmore than1million

N

lack of a suitable place for the
sisters, we apologize to female
reporters.”

During a ceremony, the
Taliban’s education minis-
ter, Habibullah Agha, said that
the ministry is trying “to
increase the quality of edu-
cation of religious and mod-
ernsciences as much as pos-
sible.” The Taliban have
been prioritizing Islamic

i

knowledge over basic liter-
acy and numeracy with their
shift toward madrassas, or
religious schools.
Theminister also called on
students to avoid wearing
clothes that contradictIslam-
ic and Afghan principles.
Abdul Salam Hanafi, the
Taliban’s deputy prime min-
ister, said they were trying to
expand education in “all

remote areas in the coun-
The Taliban previously
said girls continuing their
education went against their
strictinterpretation of Islam-
iclaw, or Sharia, and that cer-
tain conditions were need-
ed for their return to school.
However, they made no
progress in creating said
conditions. When they ruled
Afghanistan in the 1990s,
they also banned girls’ edu-
cation.
Despite initially promising
a more moderate rule, the
group has also barred women
from higher education, pub-
licspaceslike parks, and most
jobs as part of harsh measures
imposed after they took over
following the withdrawal of U S.
and NATO forces from the
countrvin 2021 @yt
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