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Using Al to increase stude

nt enrolment

The Al-powered campaign is aimed at spreadmg awareness about advantages of studying in the

State-run school; the headmaster gets the idea from her daughter, who is studying BTech

P. Sridhar
RAJANNA SIRCILLA

n a novel campaign to
l boost enrolment in

the Zilla Parishad
High School at Vattemla in
Rajanna Sircilla district of
Telangana, the school
headmaster K.
Suryanarayana is
spearheading an
Al-powered campaign on
social media to increase
student enrolment in the
State-run school in the
next academic year.

The novel idea struck
him when his daughter,
who is studying in third
year B.Tech at
[IITDM-Kancheepuram,
explained to him about
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K. Suryanarayana. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

the multifarious
applications of Al during
her recent visit to her
native place for summer
vacation.

Translating the idea
into action, he claimed to

have created a ‘virtual Al
anchor’, a computerised
avatar, to highlight the
benefits of studying in the
ZPHS, Vattemla.

“The ‘Al anchor’ reads
out a text in Telugu

highlighting the salient
features of the ZPHS such
as English medium

* instruction, well-qualified

teachers, mid-day meals,
free textbooks, two pairs
of school uniform, digital
lessons through T-Sat
channel and so on,” Mr.
Suryanarayana said.

He said efforts are on to

" increase student

enrolment in the school.
The campaign is aimed
at spreading awareness
about the advantages of
studying in the State-run
school endowed with
well-qualified and
experienced teachers. The
ZPHS, Vattemla, recorded
100% results in the SSC
exams last year. A
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THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION promises social
justice and permits the state to make special
provisions in favour of the underprivileged
to achieve substantive equality. Largely due
to electoral compulsions rather than consti-
tutional promises, successive governments
led by various political parties have been
coming up with reservation policies. The “ap-
peasement” tag, however, has been deployed
only in cases of reservation for Muslim back-
ward castes or pasmanda Muslims and not
when Patidar, Gujjar, Jat, Marathas, EWS
reservations were announced. The story of
the inclusion of various castes in the
Backward list or their transfer to the
Scheduled Caste (SC) list tells a similar tale.
Both Akhilesh Yadav and Yogi Adityanath, as
chief ministers of Uttar Pradesh, announced
the inclusion of 17 OBC castes in the SClist.

A closer look at the judicial response to

reservation policies demonstrates two
trends. First, our judiciary has not been sup-
portive of such policies. It opposed reserva-
tion in promotions and introduced exclusion
of the "creamy layer” (Indra Sawhney, 1992),
brought in the 50 per cent upper limit (M R
Balaji, 1963) and stuck down the “carry for-
ward" rule (B N Tiwari, 1964). In fact, it has
generally been more sympathetic to the
cause of general candidates and emphasised
“efficiency”. In several cases dealing with
reservation for Muslim Backward Classes
(BCs), the Court appeared to lean towards the
strict scrutiny test and undertook a micro-
scopicevaluation of such “policies”. Thiseven
though the apex court had rejected similar
procedures in other cases of affirmative ac-
tion in Ashok Thakur (2008). The 211-page
judgment of Justices Tapabrata Chakraborty
and Rajasekhar Mantha of the Calcutta High
Court has once again not only stuck down
the inclusion of some Muslim BCs but has
also torn apart the recommendations of the
West Bengal State Backward Class
Commission.

Interestingly, the initial decision in this

case was made not by Mamata Banerjee but
by her predecessor, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, when 41 out of 42 Muslim
castes were included within the Backward
Class category between March 5, 2010, and
September 24, 2010. On September 24,2010,
56 castes were included within OBC (More
Backward) and 52 under OBC (Backward).
Banerjee took oath as Chief Minister onMay
20,2011.0nMay 11,2012, 35 castes were in-
cluded in the BC list of which 34 were
Muslim castes. An Act was passed in 2012
which sub-categorised 77 OBC castes into
Backward and More Backward.

The Bench struck down the above deci-
sions primarily on four grounds: First, thein-
clusion of these castes was made by execu-
tive orders: second, the West Bengal
Backward Class Commission was not con-
sulted on sub-categorisation; third, the rec-
ommendations of the Commission were not
based on an in-depth empirical survey of the
entire population; fourth, the “inadequacy
of representation” in state services of these
castes was not fully examined.

The High Court rightly noted that the
West Bengal Commission for the Backward
Classes Act, 1993 had made the recommen-
dations of the BC Commission mandatory
but the 2012 Act had diluted this require-
ment to “where the government reached it™.
The court made it mandatory in all cases.

But Justice Chakraborty's scrutiny of the
minutes recorded in the BC Commission’s
reports, the time taken by them in disposal
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A matter of backwardness

Calcutta High Court’s judgment on OBC reservation for Muslim backward classes
fails to acknowledge that the quota is aimed at substantive equality

of applications, etc., go beyond the usual ju-
dicial review of expert bodies’ recommen-
dations.

Interestingly, the court overlooked the
fact that the Supreme Court in Indra Sawhney
said that reservation can be provided by the
executive's order and, therefore, their find-
ing that state government means “state gov-
ernment in the discharge of legislative func-
tions and in consultation with the BC
commission” is a bit controversial. The
President of India has been given the power
toinclude any caste or tribe within the SC or
ST category under Articles 341 and 342 in
consultation with the governor.

The High Court’s rejection of the Sachar
Committee's findings on the ground that its
2006 data cannot be relied on in 2010 is
strange as in such matters, we do not get data
on an annual basis. Even the Census is done
every 10 years. In 1991, the Mandal
Commission’s Report 1980 was relied on to
give 27 per cent reservation to OBCs using
1931 Census data. How can the High Court
ignore the less than four-year-old Sachar
Committee report?

The High Court’s criticism that just 5 per
cent of the population was surveyed by the
BC Commission is equally surprising as the
Mandal Commission had surveyed just two
villages and one block in 405 0f 406 districts.
The High Courterrsinits interpretation that
the Sachar Committee had recommended
an Equal Opportunity Commission just “for
the Muslims" (Para 106). )

Since the High Court wentinto the details
of the functioning of the BC Commission, it
should have done a similar dissection of its
recommendations with respect to non-
Muslim castes and examined whether pub-
lichearings were held, the inadequacy ofrep-
resentation was examined or survey of entire
castes was done on the 11 parameters laid
down by the Mandal Commission.

g
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Since the High Court went
into the details of the
functioning of the BC
Commission, it should have
done a similar dissection of
its recommendations in
respect of non-Muslim castes
and examined whether
public hearings were held,
the inadequacy of
representation examined or
survey of entire castes was
done on the 11 parameters
laid down by the Mandal
Commission. Similarly,
overlooking the fact that
many of these Muslim BC
castes had already been
included in the BC category
not only by the Mandal
Commission, but also by the
central government on the
recommendation of the
National Backward Class
Commission has made this
judgment controversial.
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Similarly, overlooking the fact that many
of these Muslim BC castes had already been
included in the BC category not only by the
Mandal Commission, but also by the central
government on the recommendation of the
National Backward Class Commission has
made this judgment controversial.

Also, the fact that some of these occupa-
tional Hindu castes are SCs was an important
one that the judgment acknowledged but re-
fused to apprediate on the ground that SCand
BC reservations are different. Moreover, the
court refused to accept the argument that
many of these Muslim castes are converts
from the Scheduled Castes. The inclusion of
such occupational castes within the SCs is
proof of their backwardness, which was ac-
ceptedeven by the Supreme Court in Jarnail
Singh (2018).

The judgment raises an irrelevant ques-
tion on the timing and motive of their con-
version. These conversions date back nine
centuries or so. The BC Commission was right
in not probing the motive of conversion as
changing religion is a private choice.

The judgment overlooked the fact that
the “Christian converts from SCs and their
progeny” have been recognised in West
Bengal by the central governmentin 2000 as
Backward. Several upper-caste Hindus, in-
cluding Brahmins, too have been recognised
as BCs in central and state lists without the
kind of scrutiny that the courtdid in this case.

Reservation for the entire Muslim com-
munity for no reason other than religion
would certainly be unconstitutional. However,
Muslim BCs are given this reservation not due
to their religion but their backwardness. Let
“backward” Muslims get the same privileges
as their non-Muslim counterparts.

The writer is vice-chancellor of Chanakya
National Law University, Pama.
TE€/n Views are personal


Administrator
Typewritten Text
INDIAN EXPRESS (P-11), 28 MAY 2024


Science archives preserve
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our scientific legacy
Establishing a National Science Archives Centre in India is crucial to
safeguarding our scientific heritage for future generations

s an ever-evolving dis-
Acipline, science contin-

ually shapes our
understanding of the world
and our place within it. Each
discovery, innovation and
technological advancement
contributes to the present
and builds the foundation for
future generations. Most sci-
entific activity in our labora-
tories may become part of
tomorrow’s history. People
who have seen and over-
come the COVID-19 pan-
demic may understand the
hardships people faced dur-
ing the pandemic. The inno-
vations and discoveries devel-
oped to combat the global
pandemic are now part of sci-
entific history. Similar is the
case with most of our scien-
tific discoveries and inven-
tions.
Scientific knowledge is inher-
ently cumulative. Each gener-
ation of scientists builds upon
the work of their predeces-
sors, advancing our under-
standing of complex phe-
nomena. For instance, the
development of quantum
mechanics in the early 20th
century paved the way for
modern advancements in
quantum computing.
Scientific developments also

L R - = S
help in driving the economy
and civilisations. We can see
the imprint of the scientific
strength of our pre-historic
period through archaeologi-
cal pieces of evidence. ,
Science is a critical compo-
nent of our cultural and intel-
lectual heritage. It reflects
our collective curiosity, inge-
nuity and drive to understand
the world around us.
Historical scientific docu-
ments, such as Darwins notes
on evolution or Einstein’s
manuscripts on relativity, are
valuable for their scientific
content and cultural artefacts
that highlight the intellectu-
al milestones of humanity.
Preserved scientific materials
handled by great scientists
serve as invaluable research
and educational resources.
Original research papers, lab-
oratory notebooks, commu-
nications with contemporary
researchers and policymakers,
email communications and
prototype instruments can

highlight the pain the
researchers undertook during
that time. It can act as an
inspiration for future
researchers to move forward.
Unfortunately, we dig into the
past of a scientist only when
their work gets global recog-
nition. By this time, we might
have lost all resources related
to the discovery except for the
research publications available
on the public database.
Science archives are essential
for preserving human knowl-
edge’s vast and intricate tapes-
try. They store various mate-
rials, including research notes,
correspondence between sci-
entists, experimental data,
publications and even arte-
facts such as laboratory equip-
ment and specimens. This
preservation is critical because
it ensures that valuable scien-
tific information is not lost
over time. For example, the
archives of the Royal Society
in London contain records
dating back to the 17th cen-
tury, chronicling the early
days of modern science.
These documents provide
insights into the time's exper-
imental techniques and intel-
lectual debates, allowing his-
torians and scientists to trace
the evolution of scientific
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thought and practice. In
India, the Archives at NCBS
(https://archives.ncbs.res.in/)
serve as a novel initiative to
preserve the scientific histo-
ry of modern India. The cen-
tre has over 250,000 processed
objects across 30+ collec-
tions in various forms, rang-
ing from paper-based manu-
scripts to negatives to pho-
tographs, books, fine art,
audio recordings, scientific
equipment, letters and field
and lab notes.
The documents stored in
volatile electronic or digital
storage are susceptible to
being permanently erased by
a single button press or the
malfunction of a hard drive.
If these artefacts are not sys-
tematically conserved, they
will be permanently lost, lead-
ing to what has been referred
to as the Digital Dark Age.
The Government should also
make it mandatory for every
researcher to periodically sub-
mit the documents to archives
so that age and memory don't
fade the significance of their
research work.

(The writer is an adjunct

faculty at the National
Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bengaluru;
views are personal)

e



Administrator
Typewritten Text
PIONEER (P-6), 28 MAY 2024 

Administrator
Typewritten Text


TN govtscheme

AGENCIES
'CHENNAL 27 MAY

The Tamil Nadu government
said on Mondayinastatement
that 2.73 lakh girl students
benefitted from the Moovalur
R it iyarHigh-
er Education Assurance Scheme
or 'Pudhumai Penn Scheme'
launched by Chief Minister
M K. Stalin in 2022.

The statement also added
that this scheme launched by
‘the state government has led
toa34peroentmcreaseinenroll-
qnent of female students in
the higher education sector of
the state.
. The Pudhumai Penn
scheme aims to provide a
monthly aid of Rs 1,000 to

T

female students, who have
studied from Class 6 to 12 in
state government-runschools
and are pursuing higher edu-
cation.

The government in the
statementsaid that 1,960 pro-
posals were received under

STATESMAN, 28 MAY 2024

to bgeneﬁ_t 2.73L femalestu
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the Chief Minister's Research

Grantscheme and added that
several students were benefit-
ting from the Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister Research Fellowship
scheme. The statement also
added that the Higher Educa-
tion Department was con-

dents for higher education -

structing an auditorium to be
named after former ChiefMin-
ister M. Karunanidhi at the
Presidency Collegein Chennai.

The 2,000-seat capacity
auditorium spread over 5,500
sq.mwas being constructed for
Rs 63 crore.

The statement also said
that the Naan Mudhalvan
scheme of the state government
had benefitted more than 27
lakhstudentsand over 1.91akh
students had gained employ-
ment opportunites.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
menthasintroduced curricu-
lum courses for the students
of government-run polytech-
nic, engineering, and artsand
science colleges in collabora-
tion with the Tamil Nadu Skill

SRS e S

Development Corporation
under the Naan Mudhalvan
scheme.

'Naan Mudhalvan' pro-
vides information for college
students on course and indus-
try-specific skill offerings that
would help them to get trained
in their chosen field of inter-
estthatwillhelp them inachiev-
ing their career goals.

The state government has
also extended financial aid to
the tune of Rs 213.37 crore
towards hostel and other
expenses 0f28,601 studentswho
have benefitted from the 7.5 per
cent reservation in profes-
sional courses provided to
those who have studied in
government- schools, it
said.
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New higher educationsystemwill create anew India: TN Guv

AGENCIES tousbythecolonialrulers,"Ravi  of India, RN Ravi said that

QOTY, 27 BAY

Tamil Nadu Governor RN Ravi
attended the Vice Chancel-
lor's conference in Ooty on
Monday, a two-day conclave
focused on research excel-
lence, innovation, and entre-
preneurship.

Inhis address, Governor Ravi
said, "We should not wait for
the next annual conference
there should be your meeting
at a smaller level and contin-
ue with this spirit of building
anew higher education system
for anewIndia, thisshould be
our goal."

Reflecting on India's edu-
cational challenges, he
remarked, "The countrywhich
was far behind has left us far
behind. If we continue like
this, we have no future."

Governor Ravihighlighted

Y
the historical context and
progress with time and said that
with time state university's
conditions are improved.

"A countrywhich, At thetime
ofindependence despiteallthe
exploitation by the colonial
partswe were the sixth largest
economy in the world. In the
subsequent 6 decades, wewere
reduced to the 11th economy.
Fortunately, with new initiatives
coming, we have become the
5thlargestand weare very hope-
ful thatin the nextyears, we will
be the 3rd. We have lost a lot
of time bez we have been fol-
lowing the education system
which waslargelybequeathed

said.

This conference marks the
third such conclave ofuniver-
sity leaders in Tamil Nadu.

Ravi explained, "When I
camein 2021, and as chancel-
lorwhenIstartedlookingatthe
working of the universitiesIwas
disappointed that our univer-
sities were mostly working in
isolation. lam talkingabout state
universities largely. Each uni-
versity was struggling with its
problemand therewas astrange
lack of communicationamong
these institutions. And that's
whywe thought that atleastonce
a year we should have a get-
together of all the eminent
leaders of higher education.
Because thisishowknowledge
prospers we prosper," Ravi
said.

Earlier on February 23,
speaking on the cultural unity

Bharat is a cultural and civi-
lizational evolution. He was
speakingatan event organised
to celebrate the foundation
dayofArunachal Pradeshand
Mizoram here. -
"About 600 years back

great person from Kamrup in
present-day Assam Maha
Purushankar Dev at the age of
30 came to Rameshwaram.
He came to Kanchipuramand
then went to Kashi and then
returned to Assam. He then
wroteapoem, 'Dhanya Dhanya
BharatBhoomi'... Peoplehave
been moving from one partto
anotherlivinghere, living there
asafamily. Thisis preciselywhat
Bharat is," Governor RN Ravi
said.

"Bharatisa culturaland civ-
ilizational evolution. Thissense
of familyhood is what makes
this country Bharat," headded.

i
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cholar-soldier-statesman

of unmatched distinction,

the late Jaswant Singh,

wrote a hauntingly rivet-
ing travelogue, Travels to Tran-
soxiana ~ In lands over the
Hindu Kush and Across the Amu
Darya. In it, he lives his child-
hood dream of wanderlust in
the Central Asian Region of the
erstwhile Soviet Union (now,
modern day countries like Kyr-
gyzstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan
et al) to discover the land that
he insists “altered the course of
our history”.

Jaswant vividly describes
the relative rawness of Kyrgyzs-
tan within the region by describ-
ing, “The bazaar of Frunze bus-

~ tles with activity but it lacks the

colour, the originality and native
vitality of the bazaars of Uzbek-
istan. The Kirghiz, strangely for a
horse-loving mountain people
are far less friendly”.

The coldness of the Kirghiz
in particular is captured by not-
ing, “As a nomadic people, the
Kirghiz have neither had any
script nor any written history of
their own. They do, have leg-
ends and lifestyle that has
evolved over the centuries, but
none of the other outer manifes-
tations of nationhood”

After the collapse of the So-
viet Union in 1991, fifteen coun-
tries emerged and the erstwhile
Khanates of the Central Asian
Region themselves accounted
for five of those breakaway cou-
ntries. Largely isolated from the
world with primitive exposure
and understanding of the world
outside, Kyrgyzstan still shad-
owed the Kremlin initially to
ensure a modicum of continuity
and order in the affairs of state.

The newly signed Alma-Ata
protocol of expanding the for-
mulation of Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) en-
sured the same. .

Only after many illiberal
stutters, governance challenges
and coup attempts, did Kyrgyzs-
tan come into its own beyond
the looming shadows of Mos-
cow. Kyrgyzstan warmed up to
the ‘West' and went as far as al-
lowing a US-run Manas Alr Base
or Transit Center to support US
military operations in Afgha-

Kyrgyz Crisis

The recent fracas owes its genesis to some initial issues (viral videos) of local studen’gs |
versus Egyptian students. The tensions soon exacerbated and spiraled to a generic.
'locals-versus-foreigners' narrative. The ability or the will to differentiate between
nationalities did not seem to exist and the unfortunate inclusion of the naturally large
number of Pakistani and Indian students who fill up these universities as ‘foreign students'
became collateral damage

nistan ~ it was only closed down
as the US was practically outbid
by the Russians in terms of fin-
ancial support.

However, the Kyrgyz econ-
omy was always predicated on
the basic agricultural sector as
the once-thriving industrial in-
frastructure of Soviet times suf-
fered due to breakdown in sup-
ply chains and disruptions ow-
ing to the newly created coun-
tries. The agriculture sector was
subsistence based.

Basically, Kyrgyzstan had
inherited the industrial invest-
ments, infrastructure, and
know-how of the once-mighty
Soviet state and
those assets had to
be squeezed in
order to survive.

One such rel-
atively developed
and potentially
leverageable sector
was the medical
education infra-
structure, as it had
sufficient capacity

cation in private colleges with-
in countries like India.

It took the tragic Russia-Uk-
raine war to showcase the huge
scale of Indian students in such
countries who risked various
socio-cultural differences (and
costs) to pursue medical educa-
tion in these lands. Ukraine is
believed to have hosted over
80,000 foreign students (nearly
a quarter from Africa) and about
19,000 from India.

But the recent unrest in
Kyrgyzstan is starkly different
from Ukraine. For one, there is
no ‘war’ in Kyrgyzstan unlike in
Ukraine, and only internal ten-
sions that have pit-
ted the locals ag-
ainst the nationali-
ty-agnostic group
of ‘foreigners.’
Also, unlike Ukra-
ine, which was
more decidedly
westernized, inte-
grated with the
outside world, and
developed (till re-

to accommodate a
large number of

cently) - Kyrgyz-
stan is still emerg-
ing, raw, and poor-
ly connected with
the rest of the

foreigners. T\?sm;u: .I:s) Lt Gen PUSW,
. etd), an mer
Commercial- Lt Governor of Andaman &
. Nicobar islands and
ly, 'It was a no pbar ance |
brainer opportuni-

world. This under-

ty to open up the

universities and colleges to the
financially attractive proposition
of attracting foreign students ~
almost all the Central Asian
Republics did so.

Foreign students pursued
the latent opportunity of educa-
tion (especially medicine) in
hordes ~ some from sub-Saha-
ran countries partook educati-
onal opportunities that did not
exist in their own countries, as
did others from countries in the
Indian sub-continent or Egypt
which had quality infrastructure
in their own countries, but whe-
re the competition was so steep
that many who could not make
it but could afford to pursue a
foreign degree took to enrolling
in Central Asian countries like
Kyrgyzstan.

Importantly, the cost of
pursuing medical education in
Central Asian countries also
worked qut to be cheaper as op-
posed to pursuing medical edu-

D ——

lying setting chal-
lenges its own ability to wel-
come, accommodate and accept
new sensibilities that are inher-
ent with the advent of foreign-
ers. The lay of the land is decid-
edly rougher, cruder, and unac-
cepting of anything that could
be construed as ‘alien’ to its own
traditional sensibilities.

While the recent fracas
owes its genesis to some initial
issues (viral videos) of local stu-
dents versus Egyptian students,
the tensions soon exacerbated
and spiraled to a generic ‘locals-
versus-foreigners’ narrative.

The ability or the will to dif-
ferentiate between nationalities
did not seem to exist and the
unfortunate inclusion of the na-
turally large number of Pakistani
and Indian students who fill up
these universities as ‘foreign stu-
dents’ became collateral dam-
age. The prevailing socio-eco-
nomic morass in such countries
with high unemployment,

polarising politics, and resultant
xenophobia did not help mat-
ters either. The concept of vigi-
lantism is well established in
Kyrgyzstan and the same had
reared its head with internal
strifes in 2005 (Tulip Revolu-
tion), 2010 (April Revolution)
and 2020 (October Revolution)
causing much unrest, instability
and lawlessness in society.

The ability of the Kyrgyz
state to firmly deal with unruly
mobs is also tested as the gov-
ernment does not want to be
seen to be taking on its ‘own’
especially in times when ‘other-
ing’ is the global norm, and ‘for-
eigners’ are easy targets.

Accepting the larger nation-
al tensions and issues that beset
such incidents, the Kyrgyz Pres-
ident contextualised the inci-
dent by saying, “The demands
of our patriotic youth to stop the
illegal migration of foreign citi-
zens and take tough measures
against those who allow such
activities are certainly justified”.

He also alluded to domes-
tic politics with opposition lead-
ers who ostensibly instigated the
dissonance, “those who were
unable to come to power, do not
approve the fight against cor-
ruption, those in prisons specif-
ically created WhatsApp groups
and fake accounts to spread
provocative information”, While
this makes for typical reasons
and reactions that afflict similar
unrest with ‘foreigners’ in
almost all countries, the hapless
students get invariably caught in
the crossfire. In today’s age of
social media, it is also important
to not end up earning a sovere-
lgn’pgrcgptjon as exclusivist,
majoritarian or supremacist as
those suggestions could also put
our own students in harm's way,
with implied attributions, '
_Clearly in this unfortunate
incident, the Indian students
were the inadvertent and unint-
ended target who got lumped
together as part and parcel of
the ‘foreigner’ denomination
Their safety is as important to
the Kyrgyz authorities if they
want to retain their country as a
preferred destination for for-
eigners, for pursuing education
tourism, or trade. sxoX [ '
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Admission relief to
PwD aspirant whom
IP Univ had rejected

Shreya.Ghosh@timesgroup.com

NewDelhi: Inalandmarkru-
ling, Delhi High Court has ex-
tended the reservation bene-
fits under the Persons with
Disabilities (PwD) Act to pri-
vate professional institutions
in the city. This judgment qu-
ashes the cancellation of a
candidate’s admission by Gu-
ru Gobind Singh Indraprast-
ha University and confirms
his admission with all conse-
quential benefits. The candi-
date had filed a petition and
sought admission to Viveka-
nanda Institute of Professio-
nal Studies (VIPS).

The judgment was prono-
unced on May 24.

The twenty-year-old stu-
dent, diagnosed with mild
mental retardation, has been
at the centre of a legal battle
for disability rights in higher
education. Hereceived educa-
tional support as per CBSE
guidelines, including study-
ing one compulsory langua-
ge, extra exam time and some
leniency for spelling and
grammar errors. Despite the-
se measures, he faced chal-
lenges in securing admission
to Guru Gobind Singh Indra-
prastha University.

The case hinged on the in-
terpretation of the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities
(RPwD) Act, 2016, and the Del-
hiProfessional CollegesorIn-
stitutions (DPCI) Act, 2007.
While the RPwD Act applies
primarily to govt and govt-ai-
ded institutions, the high co-
urt ruled that the provisions
must also apply to private in-
stitutions by virtue of Sec-
tion 12(2)(c) of the DPCI Act.

Further, the 2016 Act requ-
ires all govt institutions of
higher education and other
highereducationinstitutions
receiving aid from govt to re-
serve not less than 5% seats

for persons with benchmark
disabilities and to give an
upper-age relaxation of five
years for admission.

- The university argued
that the PwD Act was restric-
ted togovt institutions and in-
stitutions aided by govt and
hence, “no PwD reservation
entitlement in the matter of
admission to VIPS can be so-
ught on thebasis of Section 12
(2)(c) of the DPCIA.”

However, the high court
rejected this argument, emp-
hasising that Section 12(2)(c)

. should be interpreted to app-

ly mutatis mutandis to priva-
te institutions.

The court also addressed
the university’s demand for
additional documents to sup-
port the disability certificate
issued by a govt hospital. It
ruled this demand as “comp-
letely unjustified” and “ille-
gal,” affirming that GGSIPU
could not question the validi-
ty of a certificate issued by a
competent authority.

The petitioner’s docu-
ments verified by the univer-
sity confirmed his status as
a PwD candidate, the court
added.

Upholding the petitio-
ner’s admission, the court
stated, “The impugned com-
munications dated Sept 5,
2023 and Sept 6, 2023 are quas-

hed and set aside, in so far as

they treat the petitioner as in-
eligible for PwD reservation
for admission to the five-year
integrated BA LLB and BBA
LLB courses in the VIPS. The
admission of the petitioneris
held to beregular.”

This ruling sets a signifi-
cant precedent, ensuring that
PwD students in Delhi have
equal access to education in
private professional institu-
tions, thereby broadening the
scope of inclusivity and sup-

portfordisabled students.
Pe W -9
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" IIT-Mandi plans
5-yr integrated
MBA coursein
data science, Al

- New Delhi: IIT-Mandi has be-
comethefirstIITtointroducea
five-year Integrated MBA pro-

‘gramme starting from 2024-25
‘academic year, reports Ma-
nash Gohain. The -course
awards BBA degree after three
years, a BBA (Hons) on exit af-
ter four years and an MBA up-
on successful completion of
five years. The IMBA course
will specialise in BBA Analyt-

- ics(Hons)and MBA in Data Sci-

- ence & Artificial Intelligence.

According to IIT-Mandi,
the course has been designed

toprovidestudents with acom-
prehensive understanding of

management, alongside skills
In analytics, data science,
mathematics, and statistics
throughacurated currig_llum.
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Let's assure our chil

\

AVUIT PATHAK
SOCIOLOGIST

ET me begin with
the mental state
of the parents of a
;boy I am familiar
with. They hoped
that their son would do
extremely well in the Class
XII CBSE exams. But then,
his 88 per cent marks seem
to have brought the entire
family into a state of
mourning and despair. In
fact. in the age of inflated
marks (imagine the ‘top-
pers’ getting  500/500),
nothing — even 98 per cent
marks — satisfies the par-
ents. As I converse with
them. I realise that they are
unhappy; they are anxious;
znd they are worried about
the ‘future’ of their son.
Whazt adds to their nerv-
susness is that their son
could not do so well in the
NEET, the screening text
for getting admission in
medical colleges. Will he
be able to become a doctor,
or even @ dentist? And
cven if he manages 10
become z dentist, will he
get a Job in a good hospi-
tal? Or for that maltter,
will he be able to earn suf-
ficient money through his

‘private practice’? There
seems to be no end to their
chronic nervousness and
fear. They seem to have
fallen into the trap of
- overthinking. Needless to
add, their son, too, is terri-
bly broken. Possibly, for
the recovery of his self-
esteem and renewal of his
life-energy, he needs a
qualitatively different
kind of environment — an
environment that under-
stands him or recognises
him as what he is; or an
environment that doesn’t
equate his essence with
his marksheet.

The boy I am referring to
is not alone. There are
many like him — wound-
ed, broken and humiliat-
ed. Yes, this is a structur-
al/societal problem — a
problem characterised by
the scarcity of opportuni-
ties and rising unemploy-
ment, the normalisation of
hyper-competitiveness in
everyday life, and the mid-
dle-class dream of achiev-
ing what a market-driven
society valorises — a set of
select careers that fetch
money or attractive salary
packages, and enables one
to come closer to a mode of
living the cult of con-
sumerism prescribes. But
then, this structural prob-
lem cannot be combated
unless we acknowledge
and empathise with the
pain of the victims of this
system — say, the likes of
the boy I am referring to.

6

Moreover, if we really wish
to change this system, and
want our children to
evolve as humane, sensi-
tive, compassionate and
life-affirming beings, we
need to radically alter our
ways of looking at them
In this context, let me
make three points. First,
let us be aware of the dan-
ger of the growing com-
modification of life — the
way the logic of the mar-
ket is fast colonising the
most intimate domain of
family relations. Even our
own children, we begin to
think, ought to evolve as
‘products’ — yes, the

UNREASONABLE: In the age of inflated marks, nothing satisfies students' parents. 11

Life has its own
poetry and
uncertainty, but in
the name of ‘safety’
and ‘security, we
tend to transtornuit
into straightlorward
mathematics.

TRIBUNE (P-7), 28 MAY 2024

dren thgy are not commodities

commodities the market
values and appreciates.
The human essence of
your child is not suffi-
cient; she/he must be seen
as a ‘thing’ the worth of
which has to be measured
through degrees, diplo-
mas, social capital and
above all, the job profile or
the salary package. No
wonder with an appropri-
ate ‘price tag’, your child
becomes your status sym-
bol — the way your SUV or
your new apartment in a
gated society is. The
result is that our children
are living with immense
mental and psychic pres-

sure. Possibly. some of
them begin to think that
even parental love 15 not
unconditional. and they
fall into the trap of despair
and nothingness, 1f
market refuses to buy
them. It 1s high time we
assured our children that
they are not commoditie

Second, it s termbly
wrong on our part when we
impose our own fear on our
children. This fear
emanates from the belief
that many of us as conser-
vative adults uphold — if
you do not follow the crowd
and walk the same path
you are in danger or are
risking your life!

Hence, quite often, we
pressurise our children to
follow the same standard-
ised path — opt for
physics, chemistry, math-
ematics and biolo join
the Kota factory; repress
all other aptitudes
emotions; and satisfy
egos of your parents
urally, the idea of any
er path causes immense
fear and anxiety. Possibly.
some of them want to
become a wildlife photog
rapher, an archaeologist
social activist or a m
cian. But then. it 15 qu
unlikely that they wall b
encouraged by their pa
ents. This rep 15
creating a gene
15 afraid of dot
things or expert
with lite. Life has its owrt
poetry and uncertamnty
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STEM

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

KARNAL, MAY 27

Aimed at enhancing digital
literacy and preparing stu-
dents for future technological
advancements, artificial intel-
ligence (AI) has been includ-
ed in the curriculum of sci-
ence, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM)
labs of government schools.

Tablets are being distrib-
uted to students to facilitate
this new curriculum, aiming
to equip them with essential
skills for the rapidly evolv-
ing digital age.

As per officials, the Al
module will cover a different
range of topics from basic Al
principles to advanced con-
cepts. Interactive sessions
will also be organised for
theoretical knowledge in
practical scenarios for deep-
er understanding of the Al
technology.

As many as 50 STEM labs
have been identified for this
step. Each lab will receive 16
tablets from the surplus stock
immediately. The heads of
the STEM labs are responsi-

\ o

curriculumgets s
Al,50 g
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TEACHERS’ TRAINING IN GUJARAT

®Schools participating in this programme include five schools each in
Ambala, Gurugram, Hisar, Panchkula, Sonepat, and Faridabad, four each
in Rohtak and Yamunanagar; three in Kamal and two eachinNuh,

Fatehabad and Sirsa

B Teachers are being given specialised training of one week in
Gandhigram in Gujarat to effectively deliver the new curriculum

ovtschools identied

A STEM laboratory at a school in Karnal city. FiLE PHOTO

PARENTS HAIL STEP
66 Thisisa positive
development for our
children, we welcome this

step. 99 - Ravinder Kumar
FATHER OF A CLASS X STUDENT

ble for ensuring that these
tablets are used exclusively
for STEM activities. The lab
in-charges will oversee the
safety of the tablets and

ensure that both teaching

staff and students have
access to them during the lab
activities, said  Sudesh
Thukral, District Education
Officer (DEO), Karnal.

The schools participating in

this programme include five
schools each in Ambala,
Gurugram, Hisar, Panchkula,
Sonepat and Faridabad, four
each in Rohtak and Yamu-
nanagar; three in Karnal and

hot of

two each in Nuh, Fatehabad
and Sirsa, she added.
Teachers are being given
specialised training of one
week in Gandhigram in
Gujarat to effectively deliver
the new curriculum, she said.
“The teacher readiness is -
crucial for the successful
implementation of this pro-
gramme, for which they are
being trained for effective
delivery of the new curricu-
lum,” said the DEO.
Chhatterpal, district math-
ematics specialist Karnal,
said two periods of students
have been fixed for the
STEM lab where they will
be taught different topics,
including AL
“This step is part of a broad-
er effort to revamp education-
al infrastructure at govern-
ment schools. Soon more
schools will be included for
this step. It will help the stu-
dents in becoming adaptive
to technologies,” he added.
Parents also welcomed the
step. “This is a positive devel-
opment for our children,”
said Ravinder Kumar, father
of a Class X student. "\
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