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E
lected the leader of the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) on June 7, Narendra
Modi is set to become Prime Minister for a

third consecutive term. The swearing-in is to be
on June 9. Though the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) fell short of a majority in the Lok Sabha, the
NDA appears well poised for the third term, in
terms of numbers and political compatibility
among its partners. Key partners were e�usive in
their praise for Mr. Modi at the NDA meeting,
who in turn struck all the conciliatory notes. He
promised to strive for unanimity in all decisions
taken by his next government, and underscored
a commitment to ‘sarv pantha sambhava’ —
equality of all sects. Telugu Desam Party leader
N. Chandrababu Naidu, who is set to return as
the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, and Bihar
Chief Minister and Janata Dal (United) leader Nit-
ish Kumar — two partners as part of the pre-poll
alliance that won the 2024 election and with the
largest numbers after the BJP — showed no ambi-
guity in staying the course with the BJP. The al-
liance is o� to a harmonious beginning, and it
will require leadership and compromise by all
parties to keep it that way. While all partners de-
clared their respect for the renewed mandate for
Mr. Modi, it is only natural that the caveat of coali-
tion will apply too. The BJP’s numbers are higher
than its own under A.B. Vajpayee and of the Con-
gress-led UPA governments, from 2004 to 2014.

Unanimity on all issues is not easy, but consul-
tations can be, and those should go beyond the
NDA’s partners. Mr. Modi said he looked forward
to more debates in the 18th Lok Sabha — a case
that cannot be overstated, considering the ero-
sion of parliamentary authority during the 17th
Lok Sabha. Mr. Modi’s second term had begun
with a promise of seeking the trust of all — sabka
vishwas, as he called it. That promise remained
largely unrealised, particularly with regard to the
religious minorities. There was no numerical res-
traint during the second term for Mr. Modi, but
during his third, his government’s survival will be
dependent on non-BJP partners, necessitating
compromises. The test of the democratic spirit
will be in consensus building beyond the ruling
coalition. The BJP, despite the setback it faced in
the general election in heartland strongholds, ex-
panded its footprint among new regions and
communities in the south and the northeast, a
point Mr. Modi noted in his speech at the NDA
meeting. The Opposition too has emerged as a
stronger presence in Parliament. The fresh man-
date for Mr. Modi necessitates that he change his
approach to governance and politics. 

Third avatar   
The mandate is for Narendra Modi to
change his approach to governance  

W
hen Andrés Manuel López Obrador,
the leftist nationalist and leader of the
Movement of National Rejuvenation

(Morena), became the President of Mexico in
2018, many warned that the Latin American
country was on the path to become another Ve-
nezuela. But Mr. Obrador proved his critics
wrong using populism with �scal responsibility
and pushing Mexico’s polity, which was dominat-
ed by the pro-American, centre-right Institution-
al Revolutionary Party (PRI) for over seven de-
cades, towards the Left. The Morena’s surge
helped Claudia Sheinbaum, the 61-year-old cli-
mate scientist who was endorsed by Mr. Obrador,
make history last week as she was elected the �rst
woman President of Mexico. The former Mexico
City Mayor, known for her tough measures in
tackling violent crimes, won 58.6% votes, while
her rival, Xóchitl Gálvez, the joint candidate of
three opposition parties, secured 28.4%. Morena
also won a two-thirds majority in Parliament,
which makes Ms. Sheinbaum the �rst leader in
over 30 years who can push constitutional chang-
es — a long-standing promise of Mr. Obrador —
through Congress without the opposition’s sup-
port. Ms. Sheinbaum, who campaigned on the
promise of wealth distribution, tackling crime
and building a stronger economy, said she will
stay true to Mr. Obrador’s legacy.

Mr. Obrador’s victory in 2018 marked a para-
digm shift in Mexico’s politics. He promised to
end widespread corruption and launch a massive
public spending programme. But unlike several
other populists in the region, he adopted a prag-
matic approach seeking to bring in gradual
changes. He rolled out cash handouts of about
$350 for the elderly and monthly scholarships of
about $50 for students, besides launching refor-
estation grants in rural areas, without jeopardis-
ing the country’s economic stability. The Mexi-
can peso rose to its strongest levels in almost a
decade and investments �owed in. While eco-
nomic expansion averaged at about 1%, unem-
ployment fell to 2.8%, one of the country’s all-
time lows. Mr. Obrador remained largely popular
despite criticisms of his failing to tackle violent
crime and his intolerance towards dissent. Ms.
Sheinbaum should be mindful of the criticisms
her predecessor faced. There are concerns that
the Morena’s supermajority would lead to consti-
tutional amendments, doing away with some
checks and balances on executive power. The
new President should bring the �scal de�cit,
which ballooned in Mr. Obrador’s last year in of-
�ce, under check while continuing his social se-
curity measures. A bigger challenge would be to
crack down on gangs that control drug tra�cking
to the U.S. Ms. Sheinbaum should use her strong
mandate to o�er a social contract that improves
on Mr. Obrador’s welfarism with a stronger em-
phasis on the Morena’s social democracy.

Change and continuity  
Mexico’s �rst woman President must

crack down on organised crime  

T
he results of the general election 2024
have thrown up a surprise. They
portend greater democratisation in the
country, with the regional parties

doing well. These parties will share space on the
ruling party benches as well as on the Opposition
side in Parliament. This will help strengthen
federalism, which is so crucial for a diverse
nation such as India. It was badly fraying till
recently.

Centre-State relations became contentious
during the campaigning for the general election.
The idea of ‘400 paar’, ‘one nation one election’
and the Prime Minister’s emphatic threat that the
corrupt (i.e., Opposition leaders) will soon be in
jail were perceived as threats to the
Opposition-ruled States.

The Opposition-ruled States have been
complaining about stepmotherly treatment by
the Centre. Protests have been held in Delhi and
the State capitals. The Supreme Court of India
has said that ‘a steady stream of States are
compelled to approach it against the Centre’.
Kerala has complained about the inadequate
transfer of resources, Karnataka about drought
relief and West Bengal about funds for the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS). The attempt
seems to be to show the Opposition-ruled States
in a bad light.

The Supreme Court, expressing its
helplessness, recently said that Centre-State
issues need to be sorted out amicably. When the
Bharatiya Janata Party came to power in 2014, it
had talked of cooperative federalism. The
introduction of the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
in 2017 was an example of this when some States
that had reservations about it, eventually agreed
to its roll-out. But that was the last of it. With
federalism fraying, discord has grown between
the Centre and the Opposition-ruled States.

There is a huge diversity among the States —
Assam is unlike Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh is
very di�erent from Tamil Nadu. A common
approach is not conducive to the progress of such
diverse States. They need greater autonomy to
address their issues in their own unique ways.
This is both democracy and federalism. So, a
dominant Centre forcing its will on the States,
leading to the deterioration in Centre-State
relations, does not augur well for India.

Financing and con�ict is one issue
States face three broad kinds of issues. Some of
them can be dealt with by each State without
impacting other States such as in education,
health and social services. But infrastructure and
water sharing require States to come to an
agreement. Issues such as currency and defence
require a common approach. The last two kinds
of issues require a higher authority, in the form of
the Centre, to bring about coordination and
optimality.

Expenditures have to be �nanced to achieve
goals, and that results in con�ict. Revenue has to

be raised through taxes, non-tax sources and
borrowings. The Centre has been given a
predominant role in raising resources due to the
e�ciency in collecting taxes centrally. Among the
major taxes, personal income tax (PIT),
corporation tax, customs duty and excise duty
are collected by the Centre. GST is collected by
both the Centre and the States and shared. So,
the Centre controls most of the resources, and
they have to be devolved to the States to enable
them to ful�l their responsibilities.

A Finance Commission is appointed to decide
on: the devolution of funds from the Centre to
the States, and the share of each State. The
Centre sets up the Commission and has mostly
set its terms of reference. This introduces a bias
in favour of the Centre and becomes a source of
con�ict between the Centre and States. Further,
there has been an implicit bias in the
Commissions, that the States are not �scally
responsible. This re�ects the Centre’s bias — that
the States are not doing what they should and
that they make undue demands on the Centre.

The States also pitch their demands high to try
and get a larger share of the revenues. They tend
to show lower revenue collection and higher
expenditures in the hope that there will be a
greater allocation from the Commission. The
Commission becomes an arbiter, and the States
the supplicants.

Inter-State tussles, Centre-State relations
The States cannot have a common position as
they are at di�erent stages of development and
with vastly di�erent resource positions. The rich
States have greater resources while the poor ones
need more resources in order to develop faster
and also play catch up. So, the Finance
Commission is supposed to devolve
proportionately more funds to the poorer States.
Unfortunately, despite the e�orts of the 15
Finance Commissions so far, the gap remains
wide.

The rich States, which contribute more and get
proportionately less, have resented this. What
they forget is that the poorer States provide them
the market, which enables them to grow faster.
The poorer States also lose much of their savings
which leak out to the rich States, accelerating
their development. It is often said that as Mumbai
contributes a bulk of the corporation and income
taxes, it should get more. But, this is because
Mumbai is the �nancial capital. So, the big
corporations are based there and pay their tax in
Mumbai. More revenue is contributed in an
accounting sense, and not that production is
taking place in Mumbai.

The Centre allocates resources to the States in
two ways. First, on account of the Finance
Commission award. Second, the Centre is
notional while the States are real. Thus, all
expenditures by the Centre are in some State.
The amount spent in each State is also a transfer.
This becomes another source of con�ict.
Expenditures lead to jobs and prosperity in a

State. Bene�ts accrue in proportion to the funds
spent. As a result, each State wants more
expenditure in its territory. The Centre can play
politics in the allocation of schemes and projects.
For instance, it is accused of favouring Gujarat
and Uttar Pradesh. The Opposition-ruled States
have for long complained of step-motherly
treatment.

To get more resources, the States have to fall in
line with the Centre’s diktat. This has taken a new
form when the call is for a ‘double engine ki
sarkar’, i.e., for the same political party to be
governing at the Centre and the States. It is an
admission that the Opposition-ruled States will be
at a disadvantage. This undermines the autonomy
of the States and also weakens federalism.

The autonomy of States is not to be confused
with a freedom to do anything. It is
circumscribed by the need to function within a
national framework for wider good. It implies a
�ne balance between the common and the
diverse.

Issues in federalism
The Sixteenth Finance Commission has begun
work. It should try to reverse fraying federalism
and strengthen the spirit of India as a ‘Union of
States’. This is not only a political task but also an
economic one. The Commission could suggest
that there is even-handed treatment of all the
States by the Centre and also less friction among
the rich and poor States when proportionately
more resources are transferred to poor States so
as to keep rising inequality in check.

The issue of governance, both at the Centre
and in the States, needs to be �agged. It
determines investment productivity and the pace
of development. Corruption and cronyism lead to
resources being wasted and a loss of social
welfare.

To reduce the domination of the Centre over
the States, the devolution of resources from the
Centre to the States could be raised substantially
from its current level of 41%. The Centre’s role
could be curtailed. For instance, the Public
Distribution System or MGNREGS are joint
schemes, but the Centre asserts that it be given
credit. It has penalised States that have not done
so.

The Centre’s undue assertiveness undermines
federalism. Funds with the Centre are public
funds collected from the States and spent in the
States. The Centre is notional and constitutionally
created, while States and local bodies are the real
entities, where economic activity occurs and
resources are generated. The States have agreed
to the Centre’s constitutional position but that
does not make them supplicants for their own
funds. It is time that the utilisation of the
country’s resources is jointly decided by the
Centre and the States on the basis of being equal
partners.

This has become more feasible with the
changed political situation after the results of the
2024 general election.

The Centre is notional, the States the real entities 

Arun Kumar
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Utilisation of
the country’s
resources needs
to be decided
jointly by the
Centre and the
States. The
changed
political
situation after
the general
election makes
this feasible

A
s discussions still continue for an
international legally binding treaty on
plastic pollution, it becomes crucial to

consider how it can support a fair transition for
individuals who collect and recycle waste
informally. According to the OECD Global Plastic
Outlook, global production of plastic waste was
353 million tonnes in 2019 — more than double
since it was in 2000, and is set to triple by 2060.
Only 9% of this was recycled, 50% sent to
land�lls, 19% incinerated, and 22% disposed of in
uncontrolled sites or dumps. According to the
United Nations Environment Programme, of the
9% recycled, 85% was done by informal recycling
workers.

These workers collect, sort and recover
recyclable and reusable materials from general
waste, alleviating municipal budgets of �nancial
burdens around waste management and, at large,
subsidising the environmental mandate of the
producers, consumers and the government. The
Centre for Environment Justice and Development
has also observed that they promote circular
waste management solutions and help mitigate
greenhouse gas emissions, valuably contributing
to sustainability. Their e�orts signi�cantly reduce
plastic content in land�lls and dump sites,
e�ectively preventing plastic leaking into the
environment.

The need for recognition
Yet, these workers are often overlooked and
remain highly vulnerable in plastic value chains.
They face risks such as increasing privatisation of
waste management, waste-to-energy or
incineration projects, and exclusion through
other public policy interventions in plastic waste
management in the norms of Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR).

The informal waste and recovery sector (IWRS)
is more than a minor player in worldwide

municipal solid waste management systems.
According to the UN-Habitat’s Waste Wise Cities
Tool (WaCT), the informal sector accounts for
80% of municipal solid waste recovery in many
cities.

A recent study by UN-Habitat and the
University of Leeds estimates that around 60
million tonnes of plastic from municipal solid
waste pollute the environment, including
waterbodies, due to inadequate collection
services and mismanagement of solid waste.
Without the IWRS, the volume would be higher.
However, as highlighted in the recent Leave No
One Behind Report, strategies to reduce plastic
pollution often neglect to e�ectively involve the
recovery capacities, skills, and knowledge of the
IWRS. This oversight worsens livelihood
vulnerabilities and undermines existing informal
recovery systems.

Global treaty, need for a just transition
The Global Plastics Treaty is a signi�cant attempt
to establish a legally binding agreement aimed at
reducing and eliminating plastic pollution. The
decision to establish an Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee (INC) was made in early
2021 during the �fth UN Environment Assembly
in Nairobi, Kenya. The INC’s journey, beginning
with an Ad Hoc Open-Ended Working Group
meeting in Dakar, Senegal, in mid-2022, was
followed by subsequent meetings in Uruguay,
Paris, and Nairobi, with the fourth INC-4 in
Canada in April this year. The �nal INC-5 meeting
in South Korea will continue to see active
participation from the International Alliance of
Waste Pickers (IAWP).

The IAWP, a vocal participant in the UNEA
Plastic Treaty process, emphasises the
importance of supporting the formalisation and
integration of informal waste pickers into
discussions on addressing plastics. It also

advocates including waste pickers’ perspectives
and solutions at every stage of policy and law
implementation.

These measures aim to acknowledge waste
pickers’ historical contributions, protect their
rights, and promote e�ective and sustainable
plastic waste management practices. There is no
universally agreed-upon terminology for a just
transition or a formal de�nition of the informal
waste sector and its workforce. Clarifying these
de�nitions is crucial.

India’s voice is important
As a key representative from the Global South,
India promotes an approach that enhances
repair, reuse, re�ll, and recycling without
necessarily eliminating the use of plastics
altogether.

India has also stressed the importance of
adopting country-speci�c circumstances and
capacities. Hence, India’s informal waste pickers,
who are indispensable, remain central to the
discussion. 

We, therefore, need to rethink the formulation
of our EPR norms and raise questions on how to
integrate this informal worker cohort into the
new legal framework.

As the �nal round of negotiations for the
Global Plastics Treaty approaches the INC-5, a key
question remains — on how a global instrument
to end plastic pollution can enable a just
transition for nearly 15 million people who
informally collect and recover up to 58% of global
recycled waste, thereby shaping a sustainable
future. By incorporating their perspectives and
ensuring their livelihoods are protected, the
treaty can embody social justice and equity
principles while leaving no one and no place
behind.

The views expressed are personal

Remoulding the Global Plastics Treaty 
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The message of 2024

A truly federal structure
should be evolved to avoid
any possibility of
majoritarian or dictatorial
governance and tendencies
in India in the future. India
has had a narrow and
providential escape from
such a situation, thanks to
an alert electorate and
experience of the central

result drives home this
point. The attempt to
misguide people using the
politics of polarisation failed
miserably.

Jahangir Ali,
Mumbai

the way the INDIA bloc has
risen and the Bharatiya
Janata Party has wilted to
some degree. The people of
India cannot be taken for
granted. They voted on the
basis of seeking answers to
the burning issues of the
day — price rise,
unemployment, corruption
and also farmer distress, to
name a few. The Ayodhya

proper functioning of Indian
democracy. Mr. Modi will
have to be mindful of the
sensitivities and sensibilities
in every corner of India. Hail
the Indian electorate for
such a wisdom-tinged
verdict.
Cijo Joseph,
Kozha, Kottayam, Kerala

There are many lessons in

The long shadow of a
truncated mandate that
looms large over the
scheduled election of
Narendra Modi for a third
term in o�ice will ensure
that Mr. Modi will rule India
looking over his shoulder
often. His coalition partners
are sure to have demands.
The verdict of 2024 is a
blessing in disguise for the

governance of the last 10
years. A coalition
government is necessary if
‘the India as we knew it’ has
to survive and progress.
There need to be adequate
checks and balances in
place to ensure that the
interests of all diverse
sections are fully protected.
V. Rajan,
Thiruvananthapuram
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T
he Revanth Reddy-led
Congress government in
Telangana is working on a
“Green Telangana 2050”.
Telangana is not the only

State which is talking of taking green
initiatives. 

Climate change is an issue that has
been gaining momentum for some time
now, but what is new now is that the
States which were not receptive earlier
are talking about it. In fact energy
transition and green initiatives are part
of all political parties’ manifestos. 

While there may be political
compulsions to go green due to greater
voter awareness, the Centre has also
been nudging the States towards this
direction. But more importantly it is
advantageous to States as it not only
incentivises entrepreneurship it also
helps States’ budget. For the consumer
green initiatives are pocket-friendly. 

PAIN POINTS

But no transition is easy. And a pain
point in the entire process of green
power has been Renewable Purchase
Obligation (RPO) that mandates that all
electricity distribution licensees should
purchase a minimum specified quantity
of their requirements from renewable
energy sources. 

In fact, States which were earlier
reluctant have now become more
receptive because the Union
Government on its part has eased the
process, facilitating the adoption for
States that were feeling the strain.

However, the mandatory clause is still a
sticking point for some.

In October 2023, the Central
Government exercising its powers
conferred by clauses (n) and (x) of
section 14 of the Energy Conservation
Act, 2001 (52 of 2001), in consultation
with the Bureau of Energy E�ciency,
specified the minimum share of
consumption of renewable energy by
designated consumers. 

It also specified the share of
consumption from renewable sources by
di�erent consumers based on electricity
distribution licensee. 

Consumption shares were also
specified for other designated and
captive consumers from sources other
than distribution licensee.

In the first quarter of the calendar
year 2024, India added over 1.8
gigawatts (GW) of solar open access
capacity, a two-fold increase from 909.3
megawatts (MW) in Q4 2023, according
to the newly released report — ‘Q1 2024
Mercom India Solar Open Access
Market Report’. 

“Demand for green energy open
access, especially solar, has been
mounting, driven by the financial
savings and initiatives to add renewable
in the power procurement mix. An
additional push comes from the
corporates leading climate change
mitigation strategies. If not for the
regulatory restrictions, green energy

open access could be the driving force
that helps India meet its non-fossil fuel
targets,” according to Priya Sanjay,
Managing Director at Mercom India. 

In Q1 2024, Rajasthan led in solar
open access capacity additions,
accounting for almost 28 per cent of the
quarter’s installation. Andhra Pradesh
and Maharashtra ranked second and
third, accounting for 21 per cent and
nearly 12 per cent of capacity additions,
it said. 

The capacity additions will not be of
value if infrastructure — grid
connectivity and last mile connectivity
— is not improved. 

HOLISTIC APPROACH

As Venugopal Rao, Convener, Centre for
Power Studies, puts it, “Generation and
consumption of RE should be
encouraged in a gradual and balanced
way with a holistic approach so as to
avoid imposition of avoidable burdens
on consumers and new problems in
technical and financial terms.” 

In tune with long-term load forecast,
a balance between fluctuating load curve
and power mix should be maintained to
the extent technically practicable, he
said. 

“In other words, entering into
long-term PPAs with RE units should
not lead to availability of avoidable
surplus power to the DISCOMs, backing
down thermal power and paying fixed
costs therefore, and, at the same time,
purchasing additional power in the
market to meet peak deficit,” he added.

“Imposing targets on the States by the
GoI is not correct in view of vast
divergence in ground realities in each
State and that is the reason why Ministry
of Power used to make it clear that such
targets are only guidelines and that it is
for the SERCs to determine targets.

Once a viable and sustainable battery
storage system is developed and put to
use, then several problems associated
with RE get resolved. At the same time,
non-RE also can be stored accordingly
and used as and when required. R&D
should be encouraged in this direction,”
he said. 

Subrahmanyam Pulipaka, CEO of
National Solar Energy Federation of
India, said, “To a large extent the
challenges are addressed. Today for the
first time the RPO has been notified
through the statutory powers acquired
under Energy Conservation Act. By
dividing the targets to wind, hydro and
also by dedicating a separate target for
DRE, States now have flexibility in
choosing options that are suitable to
them. The new RPO also gives major
part of allotment to other RE sources
(non-hydro non-wind) making the
current RPO considerably agile.

“However, one of the key roadblocks
was that the State electricity regulatory
commissions were not considering the
previous central RPO trajectory, which
was not binding. Hence there was
reluctance among many SERCs. Now by
notifying it under the newly passed
Energy Conservation Act that
empowers Centre to lay down trajectory
and enforce it with penalties when not
complied will help better
implementation,” he said. 

As is the case with any compliance
where both Centre and States are
involved, implementation becomes a
challenge if all parties are not on the
same page. The story of RPOs is also
similar. 

Awareness and communication are
important to avoid rifts in policy
implementation. The Centre and States
need to be in sync for the success of
green transition. 

What powers a 
State’s green energy shift?
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The capacity additions
will not be of value if
infrastructure — 
grid connectivity and last
mile connectivity — 
is not improved.

The State regulatory authorities and the Power Ministry have to be
on the same page for renewable purchase obligations to work
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T
he Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
acted along expected lines by holding the
repo rate steady at 6.5 per cent for the

eighth consecutive time. While two MPC members
out of six voted for a rate cut, the MPC was perhaps
persuaded by a range of factors to stick to a
wait-and-watch approach, in terms of the rates as
well as its stance of ‘withdrawal of accommodation’.
Perhaps, the biggest implicit factor is the context. It
makes sense not to rock the boat till the new
coalition government settles down.

Reserve Bank of India Governor
Shaktikanta Das, in his statement on Friday,
also took a circumspect view on inflation,
citing the firm trend in global commodity
prices this fiscal. He retained the April
inflation forecast for FY25 of 4.5 per cent,
which is above the MPC’s comfort zone of 4
per cent. The MPC’s pre-emptive approach
in managing inflation is likely to send a
positive signal to bond investors on softer
liquidity conditions and stable rates in the
months ahead – a crucial factor in the
context of the inclusion of Indian
government securities in the JP Morgan
Global Bond Indices with e�ect from this
month. As if to buttress the case for a status
quo on both rates and its stance, the MPC
also raised its growth projections for FY25
by 20 basis points to 7.2 per cent over its
April policy. The Governor’s statement
cites high frequency indicators this fiscal,
and rising private investment and rural
demand to explain this upward revision.
There has been a 16.3 per cent growth in
retail two wheeler sales in April-May; a 10
per cent rise in GST revenues in May and a
14.3 per cent drop in demand for the
Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme, which suggests lower
rural distress; an expansion in steel and
cement production, among others. Above
all, the monsoon is expected to be above
normal. A 15 per cent growth in bank credit
in FY24 does not appear to suggest any
credit constraint at prevailing rates.

With growth looking good at existing
rates of interest, and the ‘elephant of
inflation’ retreating rather slowly into the
forest, the case for a rate cut now never
looked very strong. However, a shift in
liquidity management stance to neutral can
be considered in August, once market
volatility peters out and the Budget
provides some clarity on the fiscal
roadmap. A rate cut to keep up capex and
investor sentiment can follow once
inflation retreats. 

The RBI Governor was at pains to stress
that monetary policy did not take cues from
external forces (in other words, the Federal
Reserve), but were a response to domestic
growth and inflation dynamics. Indeed, the
rupee remained stable against the dollar
this fiscal, despite capital outflows. There
can be no denying the global confidence
(setting aside the rating agencies) in India’s
macro fundamentals. With a rising gold
component in India’s $652 billion forex
reserves, India has more wiggle room than
before to implement an independent
monetary policy. 

Reason to pause 
Growth raises comfort level for status quo on rates 
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Fiscal consolidation
Apropos your Editorial ‘The fisc
matters’ (June 7), with the
excitement of the election results
winding down, the government
needs to continue with its fiscal
consolidation policies. 
The temptation to announce mouth
watering freebies to blunt the
criticism of the opposition, or to
meet the unreasonable demands of
alliance partners needs to be
resisted. 
Unemployment is not solved not by
creating millions of government jobs.
Price rise too is not curbed by
printing more currency notes. The
need of the hour is to improve
infrastructure and make the
conditions conducive to FDI, which

increases production, besides
creating jobs in the private sector. 
V Jayaraman
Chennai

Sound fundamentals
With reference to the news report
‘India's macro stability is intact
despite Modi's reduced majority'
(June 7), the sentiment expressed by
Goldman Sachs reflects a confidence
in India's economic framework and
governance. The expectation is that,
despite a reduced majority for the
BJP, the existing economic policies
and fiscal discipline will continue to
support the country's
macroeconomic stability.
This perspective underscores the
belief that India's economic

fundamentals are robust enough to
withstand political changes. It also
suggests that the government's
commitment to fiscal consolidation
and structural reforms is likely to
remain a priority.
In essence, the focus on maintaining
fiscal discipline, along with proactive
economic policies, is anticipated to
be a key factor in preserving the
macroeconomic health of the nation.
Amarjeet Kumar
Hazaribagh (Jharkhand)

Budget imperatives
The new Government is likely to
present the Budget for 2024-25 in
the second week of July 2024. About
10 crore Income Tax and GST payers
should also have a say in budgetary

allocations and economic policies.
The data bank of GST and IT returns
is very relevant and strong feedback
for the Budget and Finance Ministry. 
A dedicated schedule with options in
ITRs and GST returns for the tax
payers to express their priority to
allocate budgetary funds to
infrastructure, education,
healthcare, national defence,
research, innovation & development,
regional development, industrial
sector-wise promotional schemes
etc. will provide the Government
with visionary approach
commensurate with public
aspirations for budget and economic
policies. 
Vinod Johri 
New Delhi

Monsoon worries
Apropos ‘Water balance in
agriculture crucial’ (June 7). After a
double whammy of drought and
scorching summer, lakes and ground
water dried up, monsoon is yet to set
in the Western Ghats region of
peninsular India, barring
pre-monsoon showers. 
Farmers in the area depend on rains
spread over the 3-4 months, which is
a typical monsoon pattern. 
Any downpour over a few weeks’
time (like in 2018 and 19) may not
help the Kharif crops but the IMD
may strengthen its statistics of total
rainfall. In either case farmers are the
worried lot. 
Rajiv Magal
Halekere Village (Karnataka)
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T
he rather sweeping executive
order issued by US President Joe
Biden aimed at curbing migrant

arrivals in the US has opened a can of
worms with the White House coming
under attack from the Republican camp
maintaining that it did not go far enough
and the progressives within the
Democratic Party arguing that what is
put in place is not much di�erent from
what the former President Donald
Trump had done during his tenure and
one that he was criticized for.

If President Biden thought he was
trying to address a critical issue to his
advantage some six months away from
the Presidential polls, that may not quite
work out that way. Immigration is on top
of the charts along with the economy
and governance even if there is a wide
margin between Republicans and
Democrats. 

But it is an issue that cuts across
political parties di�erently now that
undocumented persons living in
America are estimated between 11 and
12 millions and steadily climbing to the
point where America is perceived to be

coming apart at the seams.
What has upset progressive

Democrats and civil rights groups is the
Biden administration, through an
executive fiat, making use of a 1952 law
that disallows access to the American
asylum system if arrivals are seen to be
“detrimental” to national interests. It is
pointed out that the Trump
administration used the 212(f ) law to
ban entry of nationals from Muslim
nations which was immediately
denounced as racist. 

The latest orders will kick in only
when the daily threshold is met and
when the border is “overwhelmed”.
Calling for patience Biden has said that
his action will help the US to “gain
control” of the border. According to one
estimate more than six million migrants
have been stopped trying to cross into
the US illegally during the Biden
administration.

The problem of illegal entry into the
US is not just from Mexico but from
nationals of other countries, including
India. Apparently there are close to
800,000 illegals from India, making the
country in the top three after Mexico
and El Salvador. 

MEXICO’S WORRIES

The Biden White House is stressing that
the latest restrictions will take e�ect
only when seven-day averages cross
2,500 and when the border becomes
overwhelmed. But o�cials in Mexico are
worried of the implications of shut down
of asylum seekers, one of which being
that places like Mexico City would be
unable to bear the brunt. The President
of Mexico has suggested that the US
should start sending back detained
migrants to their respective countries
directly.

President Biden is unlikely to settle a

di�cult issue in an election year
especially when the Republicans are
seeing a political advantage. At di�erent
points of time since President George W
Bush, the Democrats and Republicans
have wrestled with Immigration in
Congress with many a bill falling by the
wayside on perceived shortcomings on
security, strengthening the borders and
the “path” to a green card and eventual
citizenship.

Nationally, successive polls have
shown a majority of Americans
supporting lawful migration and
recognising the contribution of
immigrants. But the polarization in
American politics has undoubtedly left
its imprint on issues like immigration. 

The last meaningful accord between
the parties came about in 1986 when a
staunch conservative like Ronald Reagan
and the Dean of Liberals Edward
Kennedy showed they could do business.
Some three million persons are said to
have benefitted. But neither Reagan nor
Kennedy would have been naïve enough
to have imagined that they have settled
the issue once and for all.

The writer is a senior journalist who has reported from
Washington DC on North America and UN

The US immigration bugbear in an election year

Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNCERTAIN FUTURE. Asylum seekers
at the US border REUTERS

Biden’s move on immigration has earned him brickbats from both Democrats and Republicans
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EYE CULTURE 
KANIKA DATTA 

J
une 15 marks the start of a month 
of sleepless nights for football 
fans when the European 

Championship, better known as the 
Euro, kicks off with Germany taking 
on Scotland. From June 21, the nights 
will morph into dawn when defending 
champions Argentina meets Canada 
in the first match of Copa America. 
These competitions rank as the world’s 
second and third most watched foot-
ball tournaments — the World Cup 
occupying first place by a big margin. 

This year’s editions have an extra 
edge because they are likely to be the 
last time we get to see two of the 
world’s greats, Lionel Messi of 
defending Copa champions 
Argentina and Cristiano Ronaldo of 
Portugal in action. Both now ply their 
trade outside the world’s major 
footballing geographies. Messi (36 
years) appears for team Inter-Miami 
in the US-based Major League Soccer, 
a favoured retirement zone for ageing 
stars of the European and South 
American stage. Ronaldo (39 years) 
now stars in an upstart West Asian 
Saudi Pro League that poached  
some decent stars from Europe  
this season and has ambitions of 
joining the Union of European 
Football Associations. 

As with the tennis greats Roger 
Federer and Rafael Nadal, who 
tragically faltered in the first round of 
the French Open this year, football 
fans will eternally debate the 

superiority of Messi vs Ronaldo. Their 
stats at 835 and 893 goals respectively 
cannot strictly be compared because 
Ronaldo is three years older. But 
Messi holds the edge where it matters 
— he has winner’s medal from the 
2021 Copa America, beating Chile 1-0 
and the 2022 World Cup beating 
France on penalties in one of the 
most compelling finals in recent 
memory. Messi, with two goals, 
including one in extra time, was 
voted Man of the Match. 

Ronaldo is still to claim a World 
Cup winners’ medal but insists he’ll 
be available for the 2026 edition, by 
which time he’ll be well past the usual 
sell-by date for most sportspeople. 
Formidably fit by any standards, he 
may well get the call-up. Even if he 
doesn’t, few fans privileged to watch 
him on the pitch in Portugal, England, 
Spain and Italy will forget his breath-
taking skills. No less unforgettable is 
his star turn in the 2016 Euro final 
against France, not just on the pitch 
but off it. 

Tragically stretchered off after 25 
minutes, he emerged tear-stained 
and wan from the treatment room to 
police the touchline from corner flag 
to corner flag, yelling instructions 
and encouragement at his team-
mates. Unconfined to the technical 
area that boxed in Portugal’s 
bemused manager Fernando Santos, 
he became the coach at large and was 
rewarded by a searing 25 yard strike 
past the French goalkeeper by the 
little-known Eder. 

The Euro tends to get more 
attention because Europe has 

dominated global footballing 
honours. In the 21st century, Europe 
has walked away with the World Cup, 
with 20 years separating the South 
American winner Brazil (2002) and 
Argentina (2022) with only Argentina 
figuring twice in the finals (2014 and 
2018). It is the bigger and richer 
tournament starring 24 teams, with 
the winning team potentially earning 
$30 million through group stage to 
final. For the Copa America, with 16 
teams, the comparable amount is $16 
million in participation fees and prize 
money. This disparity reflects the 
comparative balance of money power 
in global football. Although South 
American football is associated with 
dazzling entertainment, only three 
teams — Brazil, Mexico and Argentina 
— currently figure in the FIFA world 
team rankings. 

The biggest irony is the short shrift 
given to the African Cup of Nations. It 
is African-origin footballers who have 
been lighting up European teams 
these past three decades and yet their 
continental tournament is very much 
the poor relative. A biennial 
tournament that is played in 
November-December, it is viewed as a 
damned nuisance by European club 
managers who have to release their 
African stars for the duration halfway 
through the league season. Perhaps 
that is why many African footballers, 
such as Eder of Guinea-Bissau, find it 
rewarding to embrace European 
nationalities. Teams such as France, 
Germany, England and many others 
and their fans have been richer for it, 
as Euro 2024 will reveal. 
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T
he headline least acknowledged in 
this general election is the return of 
the Muslim vote. Not Muslim politi-

cal power, or the rise of a new Muslim lead-
ership. Just a rediscovery of the power of 
the Muslim vote. 

Significantly, the results came just days 
after the Prime Minister lamented in one of 
his many TV interviews that many Muslims 
still believed they could determine who’d 
rule India. Speaking to Times Now, he said: 
“I am saying it for the first time to Muslim 
society, to its well-educated people. 
Introspect. Why you are falling behind, what 
is the reason? Why did you not get any bene-
fits in the Congress era? Introspect (atma-
manthan keejiye). The feeling you harbour, 
that you will determine who to install in 
power or remove from it, is 
ruining the future of your 
children. Muslims are 
changing all over the world.” 

Doesn’t look like the 
Muslims listened to him? 
See the results in Uttar 
Pradesh (UP) and West 
Bengal, for example. In 
both, the INDIA bloc’s con-
stituents have a larger vote 
share than the National 
Democratic Alliance this 
time. It was never going to 
be achieved without the 
Muslims voting for it en bloc. Since all pre-
vious data from exit polls and other research 
tells us Muslims always vote strategically to 
defeat the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), we 
need to ask why they have been so spectac-
ularly successful this time, especially in 
Uttar Pradesh. Further, why did this not 
work in Bihar and Assam, two more states 
with a sizeable number of Muslim voters 
and a strong INDIA challenge? 

Please note in none of the three Lok 
Sabha elections in the Modi era — 2014, 2019, 
and 2024 — nor in the Vidhan Sabha polls 
of 2017 and 2022, has the BJP fielded even 
one Muslim candidate for any of UP’s 80 Lok 
Sabha or 403 Vidhan Sabha seats. Yet, it’s 
been securing almighty majorities. So what 
brought about this dramatic turnaround? 

This is also the BJP’s biggest worry. 
Knives are already out and probing the par-
ty’s most critical fault line, for and against 
Yogi Adityanath. Without recovering Uttar 
Pradesh, the BJP’s decline threatens to 
become chronic and progressive. 

The West Bengal result has destroyed 
exit pollsters’ reputation and astounded 

both the BJP’s supporters and adversaries. 
Unlike UP’s 20 per cent (all figures are 
rounded off and approximate since we 
haven’t had a census since 2011), Muslims 
make up about 33 per cent of West Bengal’s 
population. Yet, the BJP had won 18 of its 
42 seats in 2019 and seemed poised for 
many more this time. What reduced it to 
just over half of the earlier tally? 

In all states where it can get seats, the 
BJP follows a simple formula. Get more than 
50 per cent of the Hindus to vote for you 
and you are home. This is what worked for 
it in UP, rendering the 20 per cent Muslims 
politically irrelevant. In West Bengal and 
Assam, the larger Muslim percentage 
required that the party get about 60 per cent 
of the Hindu vote.  

These outcomes, espe-
cially in UP and West Bengal, 
reverse a decade-long phe-
nomenon of the Modi-led 
BJP’s politics making the 
Muslim vote irrelevant in the 
big, national picture. 

 

The answer to all the 
questions we have 

raised so far about the turn-
around in the power of the 
Muslim vote is a very simple 
one: The Hindu vote. 

It is a well-established 
fact that since Mohammed Ali Jinnah left 
India with his Pakistan, Indian Muslims 
have never accepted someone from their 
faith as their leader. Not even Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad. They have always looked for 
Hindu leaders they could trust. 

It was mostly the Congress until 1989, 
when the faith broke with the unlocking of 
the Babri Masjid. The vote bank then moved 
to other forces which promised the same pro-
tection, mostly the old Lohiaites in the Hindi 
heartland, Mulayam Singh Yadav and Lalu 
Prasad, and the Left in West Bengal. In 
Maharashtra and Kerala, and other parents 
of the south in the absence of alternatives, the 
Muslims generally stayed with the Congress. 
Some pockets of Muslim leadership in distant 
geographies emerged as a “threat”. 

The Muslims were not able to gift power 
to their newly chosen leaders by them-
selves. It is the leaders who built coalitions 
with a sufficient number of Hindus. It is 
Mulayam and Lalu with Yadavs and some 
other backward classes, the Left with the 
large Bengal Hindu underclass, and the 
Congress with its own concretised vote 

banks south of the Vindhyas. 
It worked in the Hindi heartland as long 

as the vote was split three and a half ways 
(Samajwadi Party/Rashtriya Janata Dal, 
Bahujan Samaj Party, BJP, and Congress). 
You could then have a state like UP or Bihar 
with just about 28-30 per cent vote in that 
split, as Mulayam (2002), Mayawati (2007), 
Akhilesh Yadav (2012), and Lalu repeatedly 
showed. The trick was to get at least one or 
two caste-based Hindu vote banks to add to 
the Muslims and you were home. The rise 
of Narendra Modi shattered this formula. 
More Hindus moved to him, leaving the 
Yadav and Mayawati fortresses.  

So what changed in this election? First, 
the same Hindu leaders of the Muslims 
changed their discourse over the past five 
years, almost never aggressively talking up 
Muslim issues. If the BJP fielded only one 
Muslim in this Lok Sabha election, following 
on seven in 2014 and three in 2019, it is 
understandable. 

But the Samajwadi Party fielded just four 
and the Congress two (out of the total of 80 
in the state) Muslims in UP, and Mamata 
Banerjee six in the 42 in West Bengal. The 
effort was to play down, or mask their 
Muslim dependence. The Muslim clergy, 
radical voices, all stayed quiet. The BJP was 
denied the space to play with polarisation. 
Think about why the BJP ratcheted up the 
Sandeshkhali “atrocities on women” issue 
the way it did. All data tells us that the rea-
son Ms Banerjee is able to deny that 60 per 
cent Hindu vote to the BJP is the loyalty she 
commands among women. The BJP 
thought Sandeshkhali will dent that. It 
failed. We have the results. 

There are straws in the wind elsewhere. 
In Assam, Badruddin Ajmal drew a blank. 
A delimitation exercise had been carried 
out in a way that a lot of the Muslim vote 
was concentrated in one constituency, 
Dhubri, instead of influencing about 
three.In a straight duel, the Congress’ 
Rakibul Hussain didn’t just defeat Ajmal, 
he won by the largest margin among all 
candidates in India. In my book, this is a 
good example of the shift in the Muslim 
mind to the old normal. A return to parties 
capable of collecting a sufficient number 
of Hindu votes to build genuinely secular 
coalitions, and vote banks. Assam and 
Bihar are easy to explain. In the first, the 
absence of a caste division denied the 
Congress more Hindu space; in Bihar, BJP 
allies Chirag Paswan and Jitan Ram Manjhi 
kept the Dalit vote together, unlike 
Mayawati in UP.  

It is for all these reasons that we see the 
return of the power of the Muslim vote — 
in partnership with enough Hindus — as 
the standout indication for future politics. 
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I
n 1989, the British economist John 
Williamson christened what was to 
become the defining intellectual 

export of the era of globalisation: The 
Washington Consensus. Initially a refer-
ence to the policies adopted to tackle mac-
roeconomic turmoil in Latin America, the 
term quickly morphed into a canonical 
“ten commandments” of development. 

For at least two decades thereafter, 
evangelists of the “consensus” — the 

World Bank, the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), and the US Treasury (all head-
quartered in Washington) — would preach 
the orthodoxy with quasi-religious zeal. 
The end of the Cold War meant that the 
gospel could be brought both to newly 
decolonised countries and to the post-
communist “transition economies”. 

Three and a half decades later, we have 
ample evidence to assess the Washington 
Consensus’s track record. One clear take-
away is that its one-size-fits-all approach 
often amplified macroeconomic events 
(like the 1997 Asian financial crisis) and 
reduced developing economies to sites for 
sweatshops. These countries ended up in 
a race to the bottom as they tried to out-
compete each other on labour costs — 
meaning lower wages and less occupa-
tional safety. Tragedies like the collapse of 
Rana Plaza in 2013, which killed 1,134 
people and injured another 2,000, became 
all but inevitable. Moreover, none of these 
countries ever became a success story. The 

“development miracles” that policymakers 
and academics now fetishise — Japan, 
South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, China, 
India — all departed from the Washington 
Consensus by making government an 
active participant in development. 

Ever since the 2008 global financial cri-
sis, meanwhile, many countries in the 
Global North have been experiencing what 
used to be considered “Third World prob-
lems”: Declining growth, rampant inequal-
ity, failing institutions, a fractured political 
consensus, and anti-globalisation sen-
timent. The bright red line that the 
Washington Consensus presumed to draw 
between the developed and the developing 
world has grown ever blurrier. 

By 2009, UK Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown — following on the heels of 
influential economists like Joseph E 
Stiglitz and Dani Rodrik — had pro-
nounced the Washington Consensus 
dead. True, its lifespan coincided with the 
creation of the Human Development 

Index; the Millennium Development 
Goals and their successor, the Sustainable 
Development Goals; the Barcelona 
Development Agenda; the Beijing 
Consensus; the Seoul Development 
Consensus; and even experiments with 
new metrics such as Gross National 
Happiness. But none of these frameworks 
has proved especially resilient. 

Indeed, the specter of the Washington 
Consensus continues to haunt us. Global 
climate negotiations could not be more 
important for the future of the planet and 
human civilisation. Yet whenever the 
question of climate finance arises, devel-
oping countries are subjected to the same 
kind of humiliating treatment that the 
Washington Consensus once prescribed. 
Even as critiques of “the China model” 
ramp up, the hype about India continues, 
stubbornly, to be framed in terms of the 
possibility of it being the “next China.” 
And despite widely accepted critiques of 
gross domestic product as a measure of 

economic development, it still sets the 
terms of policy debates. 

What would it take finally to exorcise 
the ghost? Among the explanations for 
why the “West and the rest” diverged his-
torically — from Max Weber’s Economy 
and Society to Jared Diamond’s Guns, 
Germs, and Steel — the most influential 
hypothesis has centered on “institutions.” 
Douglass North’s Institutions, 
Institutional Change and Economic 
Performance, Hernando de Soto’s  
The Mystery of Capital, and Daron 
Acemoglu and James Robinson’s Why 
Nations Fail all make a persuasive case 
that an economy’s development depends 
on formal and informal rules, norms,  
and structures. 

The balance of world power is rapidly 
shifting. The Global South is already 
where most of the world’s people live; and 
by dint of its younger population, it is 
where the world’s future lies. Indeed, in 
2023, the concept of the Global South and 
its possible role in global leadership was 
deemed mainstream. To navigate this 
new world, we will need to confront ques-

tions that the old consensus pushed aside. 
For example, is there more than one 

route to growth and development? Is 
there a way to reinvent or restructure the 
global economy, now that it has become 
a source of widespread dissatisfaction? 
Do some of the Global South’s core fea-
tures — such as its relatively more com-
munitarian cultures — make it better 
suited to a leadership role in the current 
era? And most importantly, what even is 
the goal of development? 

The Washington Consensus never had 
any time for such questions, and its ghost 
continues to impede the emergence of a 
new development paradigm based on cul-
tural contexts and human cognition. The 
Seoul Development Consensus, with its 
pluralistic approach, was a promising step 
in the right direction. But we now need a 
Soul Consensus that accommodates ordi-
nary people’s psychic needs, in addition 
to countries’ aggregate material needs. 

The writer is associate professor of empirical 

legal studies at the University of Cambridge  
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I
 have always wondered 
why the hands of a wrist-
watch — irrespective of 

the brand — are invariably set 
to 10:10. It is, in fact, one of the 
most ubiquitous features of 
wristwatch advertising and 
wristwatch photography. It 
doesn't matter if it is a humble 
Swatch, a storied Rolex, or an 
innovative Jaeger-LeCoultre—
the hands are always set to 
10:10, or very close to it. Watch 
manufacturers could easily 
have chosen a preferred watch 
setting as a differentiation, 
and owned it, but this is one 
visual representation from 
which no one wavers.   

I am told that behind this 
subliminal message is a phe-
nomenon called “pareidolia”. 
The word has Greek roots (all 
the best words do!) and comes 
from “para”, which roughly 
translated means “beside” or 
“instead of”, and “eidolon”, 

which means an image or 
shape. The word refers to the 
tendency of the human mind to 
see meaningful patterns in visu-
al images, which may or may 
not actually be meaningful 
themselves. The outstretched 
hands of the watch on the 
round dial at 10:10 are said to 
look like a smiley (yes!) that 
might actually make you more 
inclined to buy the watch.  

There is apparently a lot of 
psychology involved in the 
choice of 10:10. Researchers 
photographed 20 different 
watches, with the hands set to 
10:10, 11:30, and 8:20, produc-
ing 60 pictures. The pictures 
were then shown to a group of 
20 men and 26 women in the 
first run of the experiment, and 
11 men and 12 women in the 
second run. The experiment 
found that the 10:10 setting 
produced the highest pleasure 
rating of all three settings, and 
it was also the only setting 
interpreted as a smiling face. 
The 8:20 setting, in fact, con-
sumers said, made the watch 
look gloomy and sad.  

The tendency to use 10:10 
was not established as the 
norm until the 1950s. Prior to 
that, watches were almost 
always set to a time of 8:20 
(hence the choice of that setting 
in the experiment mentioned 
earlier), which had the aes-
thetic advantage of being sym-
metrical while at the same time 

not hiding the logo. At 10:10, 
the logo elements tend to get 
somewhat obliterated. 

Timex digital watches, by 
the way, are always set to 
exactly the same time as their 
analog watches: 10:09:36. 
Interestingly, Casio’s G-Shocks 
have their digital displays set to 
10:58:50 across the board and 
the date displayed is always 
Sunday, June 30th. Why June 
30th?  June of 1957 was the 
month and year in which the 
Casio Computer Company was 
founded, and that too on the 
30th, a Sunday. So that little bit 
of company history is echoed 
on every Casio watch.  

Now to 9:41. I am sure you 
have noticed that Apple pro-
ducts in marketing materials 
and screenshots always seem 
to be set at 9:41 am. It’s not a 
random coincidence for sure —
there’s a deliberate and histori-
cal reason behind this seem-
ingly arbitrary time choice. The 
9:41 tradition can be traced 
back to the iconic Steve Jobs 
era. During product keynotes, 
the  Apple co-founder aimed to 
unveil the star attraction 
around 40 minutes into his 
presentation. To ensure a close 
match between the time dis-
played on the product and the 
actual time on audience 
members’ watches, Apple ini-
tially set the time to 9:42 am in 
product photos. However, dur-
ing a rehearsal for the  original 

iPhone launch, things didn’t go 
exactly according to plan. Jobs 
unveiled the phone a minute 
earlier than anticipated — at 
precisely 9:41 am. The displays 
were then re-calibrated to 9:41 
instead of 9:42. So Apple even 
today coordinates its keynotes 
in such a manner that “the big 
reveal” kicks in at about the 40-
minute mark. At 9:41 to be pre-
cise. The secret of the “magic 
time” has now become a com-
pany protocol since the iPad 
was unveiled.  

More on 10:10. There is a 
region of the brain that gets 
activated when anything even 
slightly face-like comes into 
focus — it specialises in facial 
recognition. This brain part, the 
fusiform facial area (FFA) is 
located at the bottom back of 
the brain (the ventral surface of 
the temporal lobe, for all you 
neuroanatomy fans out there). 
An interesting feature of the 
FFA is that simple shapes, like 
emoji, seem to activate it faster 
than actual faces and the theory 
goes that evolution favoured 
the development of an ability 
to rapidly read facial expres-
sions and determine emotions 
from minimal stimuli. The 
10:10 configuration adopted by 
the watch industry seems to 
have learnt its biggest lesson on 
consumer delight from the FFA.  

The writer is chairman of 
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NATIONAL INTEREST 
SHEKHAR GUPTA

T
he board that started 
it all for Chandrash -
e khar Azad Raavan, 

now winner from the 
Nagina Lok Sabha constit-
uency in Uttar Pradesh, is 
still there. 

It proclaims proudly: 
“The Great Chamar Dr 
Bhimrao Ambedkar Village 
Gharkauli Welcomes You.” 
Near Saharanpur, Gharkauli 
has Brahmins and Rajputs 
as well as a large number of 
Dalit — Chamar — and 
Muslim residents. The 
board calling it (Gharkauli) 
a “Great Chamar” village 
was put up in 2016. The 
upper castes in the village 
objected to it. The Dalits 
refused to remove it. Talks 
between the upper castes 
and Dalits failed. One day, 
the sign was found defaced. 

In came Chandrashekhar 
Azad with his posse of 
motorbike-borne riders 
amid roars of “Jai Bhim” 
and “Jai Bhim Army”. 
Tensions rose, stones were 
thrown by both sides and 
the policemen who were 
sent to investigate the 
matter were thrashed. 

Thus began a phase of 
direct confrontation and 

Dalit agitational politics of 
a kind the younger genera-
tion had not seen. This led 
to more Thakur-Dalit 
clashes in the district that 
very month — on the birth 
anniversary of Rajput king 
Maharana Pratap. 

The state government 
held Azad’s Bhim Army 
responsible for inciting vio-
lence. Azad claimed the gov-
ernment was targeting it to 
malign the movement and 
shield upper-caste 
offenders. The state admin-
istration arrested Azad. The 
matter went to court and the 
high court acquitted him. 

But within hours, the 
Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment ordered his re-arrest 
under the National Security 
Act. He was incarcerated 
amid massive protests from 
civil rights groups and was 
released partly as a result of 
that pressure. Upon coming 
out of prison, in 2020, Azad 
formed the Azad Samaj 
Party (ASP) with the inten-
tion of contesting elections. 
The ASP fought the 2022 
Assembly elections in Uttar 
Pradesh amid stiff resist-
ance, obviously from the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) but also from the 
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), 
which saw its citadel under 
threat. He contested the 
2022 state polls from 
Gorakhpur against Yogi 
Adityanath. He ended up 
fourth with just over 7,000 
votes. But it was enough to 
establish him on the politi-
cal scene. 

Priyanka Gandhi called 
on him when he was in jail 
(and hospital). Azad’s 
announcement earlier this 

week that he would sup-
port the INDIA bloc is a 
result of the rapport that 
was built then. 

Chandrashekhar Azad 
was born in Saharanpur, in 
Gharkauli village, in a 
Chamar family, studied at a 
Thakur-owned and -run col-
lege in nearby Chhutmalpur, 
saw the discrimination 
against Dalit students, and 
vowed to fight it. His father 
was a government school-
teacher who advised Azad to 
be judicious about the battles 
he was fighting. This is not 
widely known but Azad 
began his political career in 
the Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidyarthi Parishad, the stu-
dent wing of the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh. He 
joined the BJP but left it 
when he saw, he has said in 
interviews, that when there 
were clashes between Dalits 
and Muslims, the BJP was 
there to fight for Dalits. But 
when the clashes were 
between upper castes and 
Dalits, it quietly disappeared. 

Being an Ambedkarite 
and an admirer of Kanshi 
Ram (but not of Mayawati) 
he tried to follow the same 
principles of organising the 
Dalits as Kanshi Ram: Via 
education, through the 
bureaucracy, and in self-
defence. The Bhim Army, 
which was the precursor of 
his political party, asks 
Dalits over 18 to join them. 
Most members belong to 
the Chamar community or 
its sub-caste Jatav but it 
also welcomes Muslims. It 
lacks a formal structure but 
claims to have thousands of 
members in and around 
Saharanpur. Its stress is on 

direct action based on con-
frontation to preserve, pro-
tect, or restore the dignity 
of the Dalits. It runs more 
than 300 Bhim Army 
schools in Saharanpur dis-
trict, and provides free-of-
cost primary education to 
children irrespective of 
caste and gender. It also 
runs self-defence classes 
and encourages Dalits to 
visit all scenes of caste con-
flict on motorbike convoys 
as a gesture calculated to 
rile upper castes through 
defiant assertion. 

Ahead of the 2022 
Assembly polls, Azad did 
talk to Akhilesh Yadav of 
the Samajwadi Party (SP) 
for some kind of adjust-
ment. However, talks broke 
down because of distrust on 
both sides: Azad felt the SP 
wanted access to the Dalit 
vote bank and was not par-
ticularly interested in the 
problems of the Dalits. He 
decided to contest the 2024 
elections on his own. His 
triumphant electoral vic-
tory shows you cannot keep 
a determined leader down. 

For obvious reasons, the 
BSP considers him a blot on 
the landscape. But the 
Bhim Army and the Azad 
Samaj Party are reporting 
growth while the BSP is 
showing decline and decay. 
It is too early to say whether 
Chandrashekhar Azad’s 
tactics will lead to a strategy 
of wearing the BSP down 
with the final aim of replac-
ing it. It has emerged as a 
social force to represent 
Dalit interests. But the 
transformation into a polit-
ical force beyond western 
UP is still awaited.

Hindu-Muslim coalition back
The Muslim vote is the BJP’s biggest worry. Knives are 
already out and probing its most critical fault line. 
Without recovering UP, the BJP’s decline threatens to 
become chronic, and progressive
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PM Modi will enter the history books for being only the second Prime Minister since India’s 
independence to secure a third term. The first was Jawaharlal Nehru AP

I
n the video, Sanjna Jatav dances to Rajast-
hani folk music. Her head is covered, but
her joy shines through. Shot on June 4,
soon after the results were declared, the

clip has already gone viral with close to 100,000
views. The new Congress representative of 
Bharatpur is Dalit, married, a mother of two, a
graduate, and at 26, will be among the youngest
MPs in the 18th Lok Sabha after defeating the 
BJP’s Ramswaroop Koli by nearly 52,000 votes.

This must seem like sweet vindication. Six
months earlier, Jatav, a former zilla parishad 
member, had contested the assembly elections
and lost by just 409 votes. Now, she’s one of the

eight Congress candidates who’ve won from 
the state.

Days before counting day, Iqra Hassan was
in London, back at the School of Oriental and 
Asian Studies to collect her master’s degree. 
Plans to complete a PhD have had to be put on
hold, she tells me on the phone, now that the 
27-year-old is the new representative of Kair-
ana and the Samajwadi Party in Parliament, 
where she will be one of just 25 Muslim women
ever to be elected.

Despite the well-deserved euphoria of indi-
vidual victories, the new Lok Sabha looks 
depressingly like the old Lok Sabha in one sig-

nificant way – the low representation of 
women. Eight months after political parties 
enthusiastically endorsed 33% reservation for
women in Parliament and the assemblies, 
there is, for the first time since 2004, a marginal
decline in the number of women MPs, from a 
“historic” high of 78 (14.3%) in the outgoing Lok
Sabha to 74 (13.6%).

“We should be careful about even a slight
dip,” says Akshi Chawla, who curates Women-
Lead, which tracks women’s political represen-
tation. In percentage terms, Mamata Banerjee’s
Trinamool Congress does the best with 37.9% 
(11 winning women MPs). Even though the BJP
will be sending the most women (31 of 240) to
Parliament, they amount to just 12.9% of its 
winning MPs, according to Chawla’s calcula-
tions.

This election, like others before it — the 1977
post-Emergency comeback and the Bofors/rise
of V.P. Singh in 1989 — saw a fall in the number
of elected women. It’s as if the need to improve
gender representation was subsumed in the 
din of the urgent and competing narratives of 
“save the Constitution” vs “400 paar”. “In a 
do-or-die election there’s a tension between 
opting for a pragmatic power grab and stand-

ing for principle,” points out analyst Yamini 
Aiyar. As in the past, the message was clear —
women can wait.

But, Aiyar adds, “Treating women as a vote
bank and creating a narrative of ‘women’s 
empowerment’ doesn’t really build a genuine 
thread of women’s rights.” Women voters are 
able to see through the “grotesque violation” of
giving a ticket to an accused serial rapist like 
Prajwal Revanna, now in jail and suspended 
from the JD(S), a BJP ally who, mercifully, lost.

Despite the entrenched misogyny of political
parties, the women MPs of 2024 have, by and 
large, scripted their own stories. Some, like Iqra
Hassan, come backed by family lineage. Others
find their own way. 

In Gujarat, where the BJP has won all 26
seats since 2014, the Congress finally made a 
dent. Its sole winning candidate in the state has
a strong grassroots connection but was forced
to crowdfund and accept as little as two rupees.
Geniben Thakor, a 48-year-old OBC who has 
won two past assembly elections, has earned 
the title “giant killer”.

Namita Bhandare writes on gender.

The views expressed are personal

Missing women MPs 
in the new Lok Sabha

{ ANOTHER DAY }

Namita Bhandare

success story. It is now a ruling party in Odisha
and also a viable alternative ideological and
political force in Kerala and West Bengal. Modi
did not allow his concern for the party to get
diluted, a phenomenon common among ruling
elites. He himself acted as a vibrant agent to
reach the grassroots through his vision and
action. The changed nature of awarding the
Padma honours demonstrates it. He
also proved that denial of spirituality
under the pretext of secularism is
anathema in the Indian context, which
gave him enormous goodwill among
the people. It is Modi exceptionalism.

It is a truism that contextualisation
of India’s progress in terms of the BJP-
RSS’s ideology can hardly be digested
by those who have been groomed with
a syllabus that is predominantly Neh-
ruvian and Marxist in ideology. They love to
deny the BJP a legitimate space. They do not
hesitate to denigrate the BJP-RSS: Rahul Gan-
dhi’s unfailing campaign against the RSS,
reflecting a fallback to the Nehru era, exempli-
fies it. This relentless propaganda has made
sure that the BJP is ever prepared to defend its
ideology and political agendas. 

That said, the BJP definitely has to gauge the
reasons for the anti-incumbency against some
of its MPs. Voting behaviour has shown an
interesting phenomenon. The voters faced the
dilemma of choosing between the BJP’s ideol-
ogy and leadership, and anger against the can-
didates it fielded. Most of those who could
understand this dilemma and succeeded in

removing it won. Some of them failed. The elec-
tion was not “Modi or No Modi”, but he domi-
nated both classes of BJP voters, those who
voted and those who didn’t vote with regret.
This clearly shows that the social auditing of
BJP representatives is essential to democracy.
Voters enjoy much autonomy in the age of mass
communication. It would be incorrect to assess
them using the traditional parameters. 

Parliamentary democracy is a means not
only to govern but also to connect with the sen-
timents and aspirations of the people. It is here
that, more than the high command, the role of
local representatives becomes crucial. The
assessment of governance, policies, and pro-
grammes is a daily plebiscite that cannot be

done by the bureaucracy. MPs are sup-
posed to be the bridge between the peo-
ple and policymakers. It is applicable to
every party and democracy. A section
of the Indian intelligentsia always fer-
rets out opportunities to privilege their
old politics and ideas.

Delusion is a dangerous phenome-
non. It kills originality as well as poten-
tial. The Congress and its allies seem to
be in a similar situation. They failed to

liberate themselves from the delusion of being
the natural rulers of India. As a corollary to
this, they don’t hesitate to disregard the man-
date that the BJP secures by virtue of its
strength and ideology. 

India witnessed a mutiny of pseudo-secular
intellectuals after the 2014 elections. There is a
wonderful contrast in their approach to Vaj-
payee and Modi. From the 1970s, the Bharatiya
Jana Sangh (BJS) and, later, the BJP began to
cultivate a larger social base. All sorts of criti-
cisms were levelled, including the appellation
of “Hindu fascists”. When the party came into
power in the 1990s, the BJP-RSS combined was
compared even with the Ku Klux Klan. They
shrewdly made a distinction between the orga-

nisation and its popular and credible leader,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, by calling him ”the right
man in the wrong party”. Now, things have rad-
ically changed. Modi meticulously expanded
the party in the South and the Northeast. He
understood that in an ideological movement,
everyone has to make their ideology the ruling
one. Now, the BJP has become a pan-India
party. He used his charisma to connect with the
people at the grassroots, caring little for the
metropolitan elites. 

No other Indian leader has been as vigor-
ously and contemptuously criticised as Modi in
the West. The reason is not that he is champi-
oning the hard State in contrast to the soft State
of Nehru and Vajpayee. Their dislike or abhor-
rence for him is based on their understanding
of his persona. They find in him a thought
leader whose creative endeavour is the biggest
attack on the West’s hegemony. The West’s
intolerance towards any such leader of the
developing world is not disguised. They
destroyed the image and support base of more
than a dozen leaders from both the Left and
Right-wing in Latin America since the 1980s.
They failed here. Modi redefined politics by
making it inclusive of spirituality and culture.
This gives him both a political edge and cul-
tural strength. Is it not ironic that western intel-
lectuals and India’s Opposition have common
vocabularies against him? 

The BJP is an organised party, partly an
electoral actor, and partly an ideological move-
ment. The election result should definitely lead
the party to find the fault lines. It is more capa-
ble of self-correction than any other party in
the country. The people know its rule is not like
that of other parties. It has a challenge and a
mission to resurrect the nuances of a civilisa-
tional nation. 

Rakesh Sinha is a member of the Rajya Sabha.

The views expressed are personal

have lost another 10-15 seats. In fact, it could
have fallen as low as 19. 

The results have also exposed the limitations
of religion as an instrument of political mobili-
sation. The BJP lost Banswara, in Rajasthan,
where Modi made his most inflammatory
speech, one in which he spoke of mangalsutras
and Muslims and used words like ghuspaithee
(infiltrators). Later, he disassociated from his
own words. His voters noticed. Everywhere I
travelled when I would ask BJP voters what they
liked about the Modi government they would
invariably list — infrastructure, internal secu-
rity, India’s place in the world order. When I
would ask what he should change, from Bareilly
to Bengaluru, the answer was the same: Focus
more on jobs and dial down the Hindu-Muslim
rhetoric. In a small village of Uttar Pradesh, a
farmer used the word “bekaar” (useless) for poli-
tics of religion. “Don’t talk to us about Hindus
and Muslims. Talk to us about electricity and
jobs.” Not surprisingly, the BJP has done much
worse in rural and semi-urban constituencies
than in urbanised ones. 

Modi will enter the history books for being
only the second Prime Minister since India’s
independence to secure a third term. The first

was Jawaharlal Nehru. 
It’s ironic, but that is not the biggest headline

from the election mandate. Above all the results
are about the pushback against unbridled power
and unilateralism. In Maharashtra, for instance,
I remember meeting countless Modi voters who
were distinctly unhappy about how the Shiv
Sena had been split. 

In Madhya Pradesh, where the BJP has done
very well, there was still vocal disapproval about
how Shivraj Singh Chouhan had been ousted as
chief minister. Chouhan, who has won by the
highest margin of votes, may now take the role
of party president or home minister. And, per-
haps, the unceremonious humiliation of Vas-
undhara Raje in Rajasthan also made its impact
felt in the numbers. 

Modi will have to transition from being an
alpha male to a consensus builder to manage not
just the allies who have emerged as kingmakers,
but also the changing power dynamics within
his own party. Whether he can fly with clipped
wings for the next five years is the question still
in search of an answer. 

Barkha Dutt is an award-winning journalist and

author. The views expressed are personal

Speeches like these coupled with Narendra
Modi’s call for “400 paar” boomeranged. What
might have been an esoteric campaign by the
Opposition about saving the Constitution
became a live wire debate among historically
oppressed and marginalised communities who
derive their identity and protections from the
Constitution. The Opposition succeeded in push-
ing the Modi campaign on the defensive on this
score. 

Dalits constitute 26% of the Ayodhya-Faiza-
bad constituency. The caste configurations com-
pounded pockets of local anger among those
who had lost homes and property in demolitions
as the town was beautified for the Mandir. Even-
tually what unfolded in Ayodhya replicated itself
in other constituencies. The BJP lost five seats in
the Ayodhya Faizabad region. Elsewhere too, it
took a hit in reserved constituencies (Ayodhya is
a general seat). In 2014, the BJP won all reserved
seats in Uttar Pradesh, in 2019 the BJP and its
allies took 15 of these seats. In this election, the
division in Dalit votes resulted in the BJP taking
only eight of these constituencies. 

While many other factors went wrong for the
BJP in Uttar Pradesh — poor ticket selection,
import of outsiders among them — the fact is
that had Mayawati not fielded candidates that
helped to split the anti-BJP vote, the BJP could

T
he 2024 Lok Sabha poll result paints an
interesting picture. It gives hope to the
moribund and fragmented Opposition,
on the one hand, and ensures the conti-

nuity of the ideological and political advance-
ment of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), on the other.
The BJP, of course, secured fewer seats than in
2019. However, that does not mean an erosion
of its support base. It should not be forgotten
that democracy is not purely a game of dice. Its
success depends on the index of social, eco-
nomic, and cultural advancement of the people.
India under Prime Minister (PM) Narendra
Modi shows a difference from India under Jaw-
aharlal Nehru’s successors. 

It is an undisputed fact that the party system
plays a vital role in defining democracy and
socio-cultural development. The Congress and
its allies fail to understand the cultural aspira-
tions of the people. They continue with the old
economic models that kept India in a semi-sub-
jugated state. Here, the vacuum has been filled
by the BJP. Modi understood the importance of
the party in ideological transformation. That’s
why he did not remain content with the parlia-
mentary majority that he secured first in 2014
and subsequently, in the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. Under his leadership, the BJP corrected
the imbalance of being a North India-domi-
nated force by developing its social base in the
South and the East. The last 10 years have seen
a tireless effort to expand the BJP, both verti-
cally and horizontally. 

The 2024 election results exhibit the party’s

A
t the first meeting of the MPs of the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA), Narendra Modi, the Prime
Minister (PM)-elect, touched the
Constitution to his forehead before
taking his seat. Therein lies a sym-

bolic story of this election verdict and its chas-
tening, humbling, corrective power. 

If we want to understand what shifted in the
2024 campaign and how the Constitution came
to occupy a starring role even in the BJP bas-
tions, let’s start with the result in Ayodhya, the
pilgrim town that is home to the Ram Mandir.

When Modi presided over the consecration of
the temple in February, it was widely assumed
that this would be the BJP’s Pulwama moment
for 2024 — an emotive issue that would define
the campaign and easily push them over the fin-
ish line.

But once I started travelling it became evident
that the Mandir was no electoral issue at all.
There was reverence for the temple but it was
seen as a matter of faith, not politics. From Ben-
galuru to Bhopal, people shrugged their shoul-
ders when I asked about the temple — they never
brought it up on their own — and said, “yes, but
that’s done now.” 

The defeat of the BJP in Ayodhya – two-time
MP Lallu Singh losing to a Dalit candidate of the
INDIA bloc — brings home multiple truths of
this verdict. Lallu Singh was among the motor-
mouths of the BJP who spoke of needing more
than 272 seats for “making a new Constitution”.

{ THIRD EYE }

Barkha Dutt

What the verdict 
holds for the BJP,
its mascot, Modi
PM Modi may need to turn into 
a consensus builder to manage 
NDA allies and also to negotiate 
the changing power dynamics 
within his own party

Rakesh 
Sinha

BJP under Modi: Politics as 
building party and nation

{ OUR TAKE }  

U
ttar Pradesh (UP) has been key to the rise of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in national politics.
The Ayodhya Movement in the late 1980s and
the demolition of the Babri Masjid in 1992

created the momentum for the BJP to become a party of 
office in UP and India in the 1990s, although the Mandal 
wave checked its progress and growth. But it wasn’t long 
before the BJP’s welfare-plus-Hindutva appeal attracted 
Hindu backward castes and classes. In 2014, the BJP won
71 seats from UP on its way to a simple majority in the 
Lok Sabha. An alliance including the Samajwadi Party 
(SP), Bahujan Samaj Party and Rashtriya Lok Dal 
reduced the BJP tally to 62 in 2019, but the party still won 
303 seats in the Lok Sabha. But this year, the party’s tally 
has fallen to 240, with massive losses in UP, where its 
tally fell to 33 seats, a loss of 29. Besides, the party lost in 
Faizabad, the constituency within which the new Ram 
Mandir is located. Clearly, UP has given a jolt to the BJP, 
sabotaging its plans for a grand “400 paar” win: The 
state accounted for nearly half of the party’s losses.

So, what explains this reversal of fortunes? On the one
hand, it was an ideologically polarised election, where 
the BJP offered a shrill Hindutva message, with a sharp 
anti-Muslim edge. The messaging came in the backdrop 
of the consecration of the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya in 
January, an event that was expected to provide ballast to 
the BJP’s electoral plans. The INDIA bloc stayed quiet on 
both the Mandir and the anti-Muslim rhetoric but 
embraced a new version of Mandal that combined a 
demand for a caste census as well as protection of the 
Constitution and its social vision, including reservations, 
which the Opposition alleged was under threat if the 
NDA crossed 400 seats. In this Mandal versus Kamandal 
(Hindutva) battle, the former seems to have triumphed.

This “triumph” was possible also because the 
Samajwadi Party (SP), the Mandal legatee in UP, crafted 
a new slogan, Pichhde, Dalit and Alpasankhyak (PDA; 
backwards, Dalits and minorities), and then walked the 
talk in candidate selection. For instance, 42% of the SP 
candidates were from the non-Yadav OBC castes and 
Scheduled Castes made up 24.2% of the nominees, 
which enabled the party to appeal successfully to Dalit 
voters. The alliance with the Congress consolidated the 
INDIA bloc’s support among Muslims as well as Mandal 
beneficiaries. In contrast, the BJP stuck to its jaded 
sitting MPs and Hindutva and banked on the Modi 
guarantee to tide over anti-incumbency. The third pole 
in UP politics, the BSP was inconsequential in what 
became a bipolar contest, although it did play spoiler for 
INDIA bloc in some seats.

Another factor that worked against the BJP was the 
angst of young people over lack of employment. Viksit 
Bharat in 2047 was too distant a promise for these voters 
who want quality jobs now. Coupled with high food 
inflation, a new constituency of angry voters seems to 
have emerged, especially in the rural hinterland. The 
Modi regime has unleashed aspirations, which means 
that the labharthi (beneficiary) has become more 
demanding. She is deeply religious, appreciative of the 
improvement in law and order and grateful for State 
largesse. However, she expects the State to speak a civic 
language of governance, focus on providing jobs that 
match her qualifications and aspirations, and address 
concerns of farmers. The UP numbers perhaps point to 
the arrival of a new voter, who is aware of the world and 
refuses to be a prisoner of polemics around faith or 
welfare. There is no guarantee about her vote if the State 
fails to keep its promises and address her aspirations.

The jolt that UP 
gave to the BJP
Mandal 2.0 and anger over jobs cost the party 
seats, scuttling its hopes of a simple majority

E STA B L I S H E D  I N  1 9 24

THERE WAS REVERENCE 
FOR THE TEMPLE BUT IT 
WAS SEEN AS A MATTER 
OF FAITH, NOT POLITICS. 
FROM BENGALURU TO 
BHOPAL, PEOPLE SHRUGGED 
THEIR SHOULDERS WHEN I 
ASKED ABOUT THE TEMPLE 

{ EDITOR’S PICK }  

After a decade of de facto single-party rule by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), coalition rule has made
a comeback. The National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) that the BJP leads was in office from 2014 to
2024, but only in name, since the BJP had a comforta-
ble majority on its own in the 2014 and 2019 general
elections. Mandate 2024, however, has left the party
utterly reliant on coalition partners to stay in power.

Academic Eswaran Sridharan’s Elections, Parties,
and Coalitions in India, should help understand the
import of coalition politics and its impact on govern-
ance in India. Eswaran, in 10 academic papers writ-
ten or co-authored by him, shows how the BJP’s rise
since 1989 — and between 2004 and 2014 , the Con-
gress’s revival — is inextricably linked to the emer-
gence of coalition politics. Both of these, arguably,
have had outsized imprints on growth. He also
argues that coalitions are viable in a federal system
and that it has created regional blocs, which check
the centralising urges of national parties.

Elections, Parties, 
and Coalitions 
in India: 
Eswaran Sridharan
Year: 2024

HT’s editors offer a book recommendation every Saturday, which provides history, 
context, and helps understand recent news events
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N a single day, Spain, Norway 
and Ireland joined 143 of  the 193 
member-states of  the United 
Nations in recognising a Pales-
tinian state. Spain has said its 
recognition applies to a unified 
Palestinian state that includes 

the Gaza Strip and West Bank under the 
Palestinian Authority, with East Jerusa-
lem as the capital. Slovenia, Malta and 
Belgium are expected to follow soon.

There are differences in the conditions 
of  recognition, of  course. Norway has de-
cided to plant a full-blown embassy in Oc-
cupied Palestine, joining only five other 
countries to have done so. Most of  the 
other Palestine-supportive nations are 
asking for a vaguely-defined two-state so-
lution, with Spain asking for a pre-1967 
border for Palestine with the capital in 
East Jerusalem. No country, however, has 
opted for a one-state solution in which 5.3 
million Palestinians and 9.1 million Israe-
lis would agree to live in a society where 
they both have equal rights.

The current melee seems to have 
cloaked the emergence of  a divisive new 
geopolitical alignment within the US-led 
‘Coalition of Common Challenges’ cen-
tred on Israel-Gaza and Russia-Ukraine. 
Fifteen of  the 32 nations in the US-led 
NATO have already recognised or are on 
the brink of  recognising the Palestinian 
state. All the 27 European Union member-
states are players in the international 
sanctions imposed against Russia after its 
war on Ukraine in February 2022. Türkiye 
is the only NATO member not on this list. 
And therein lies a tale: that of  countries 
that are generally within the US’s vast 
and heavy-handed sphere of  influence 
who are charting their own foreign-policy 
ways—even at the cost of  riling the US.

The possibility of  their being con-
cerned with the pecuniary downside of  
being attached to the US by the hip is 
high. The sanctions against Russia are 
malfunctioning. Russia remains a healthy 
economy, in spite of  the fact that the com-
bined GDP of  NATO member states is 
about $51 trillion, over 20 times Russia’s 
GDP, and NATO member-states spent $1.3 
trillion on defence in 2023, 10 times what 
Russia spent. Despite the fluctuations in 
its costly war with Ukraine, the country’s 
GDP grew by 2.8 percent in 2024, despite, 
as NATO grieved, “Western sanctions in-
tended to impede Moscow’s war effort”. 
Meanwhile, the Gaza war has kneecapped 
Israel. According to the IMF, Israel’s real 

GDP growth this fiscal will be 1.6 percent, 
less than half  the estimate of  3.3 percent 
and down from 2.9 percent in 2023. With a 
further slide envisaged ahead, it is im-
prudent for stable economies to be roped 
to a ship with a big hole in its hull, even 
if  that ship is bolstered by a far huger 
ship bristling with enough treasure to 
stave off  a meltdown.

In addition to this, there also appear to 
be incorporeal elements at play in this new 
directionalism—a theory of  political flex-
ibility and adaptability to emergent condi-
tions—away from US geopolitical centrip-
etality and what is called destinationism, 
an idée fixe about an ideal condition. And 
these elements include statal appropriate-
ness. The growing global stance against 
Israel has to do with political morality—an 
overstretched idea, given the corruptness 
of  politics in general, but gaining surpris-
ing currency—while the limited opposi-
tion to Russia is predicated on pure geo-
politics. In short, an eclectic collection of  
countries around the world is seeing Rus-
sia as a nation they can do a moral-eco-
nomic business with but Israel as too feral 

to be in the comity of  nations.
This nova geopolitica is being resisted 

by the US’s staunch allies (and colonial 
states), but with increasing reluctance. 
Britain has confessed that it is consider-
ing recognition of  a Palestinian state, but 
France has said while the subject is not 
“taboo”, it is not the time yet, while Ger-
many is standing firm against the idea. 

But consider this: many of  the countries 
that still stand in alignment with the US’s 
unflinching backing of  Israel in its mad-
ness in Gaza have expressed their favour 
of  the international rule of  law implicit in 
the International Criminal Court’s war-
rant of  arrest against Benjamin Netanya-
hu. These countries include Germany, 
France, Switzerland, Denmark, Spain, 
France, Ireland, Norway, Australia, Cana-
da, Chile, Belgium, Slovenia, South Africa, 
Colombia, the Maldives, Oman and Jor-
dan. They have all stated they would be 
obligated to arrest Netanyahu were he to 
appear in their territories.

Japan, which never bucks the US in the 
comity of  nations, said that it fully sup-
ports the ICC. Its foreign minister told his 
Israeli counterpart that the ICC order is 
legally binding and Japan calls for an im-
mediate ceasefire. One might be inclined 
to disdain this as inconsequential. After 
all, how likely is Netanyahu to want to 
cross these unwelcoming thresholds? 
The fact is, the man loves visiting Europe. 
He has done so at least 55 times in his 
more than 100 overseas visits since 2009. 
So this is, without a smidgen of  a doubt, 
going to hurt. It will almost entirely ob-
struct him from his ability to schmooze 
with leaders he considers of  maximum 
importance to his chokehold on Israel.

Meanwhile, aside from cranking out its 
usual—and, by now, disregarded and dises-
teemed—naysaying on the matter of  hold-
ing Israel imputable, the US is playing soft-
ball, especially with European breakaways 
from its line. It is ignoring or floundering 
in the face of  the fact that this newfangled 
exercise of  pragmatic latitudinarianism 
indicates the future of  geopolitics.

(Views are personal)
(kajalrbasu@gmail.com)
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Roosevelt

The 1952 general election was one 
of the greatest lessons India taught 
the other democracies of the world

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN  
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

ARNATAKA was seen as one 
of  the swing states in the Lok 
Sabha polls. Both the BJP and 
the Congress had invested a 
lot of  time and effort to swing 
the state in their favour. The 
BJP even entered into an alli-

ance with the JDS to ensure that the 
anti-Congress vote was not split. As the 
results came trickling in, it was clear 
that the Karnataka voter had ensured 
political takeaways for both the BJP-
led alliance as well as the Congress. 
Neither could claim unequivocal sup-
port of  the voter in the state. 

It is interesting that the seat share of  
the three major players returned ex-
actly to what they were in 2014. Then, 
too, the BJP had won 17 seats with the 
Congress securing nine and the  
JDS holding on to two. However, the 
similarity between 2014 and 2024 ends 
there. Much water has flown below the 
political bridge in the last decade. The 
impact of  the BJP-JDS alliance, their 
campaign revolving around the cha-
risma of  Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the factionalism in the state  
unit of  the BJP, the projection and vis-
ibility of  implementation of  the  
state government’s guarantees, and  
of  course the Prajwal Revanna  
embarrassment—all seem to have 
played a role in the results.

Save for the 2019 verdict, the scope of  
BJP victories over the last two decades 
has been in the 17 to 19 range. Similarly, 
save in 2019, the scope of  Congress vic-
tories have been in the range of  six to 
nine seats. The JDS has won seats in 
the range of  two to three seats, as it has 
done this time too. The BJP victory has 
been at the lower end of  the range and 
the Congress at the higher end. 

The election in Karnataka was held 
in two phases, with 14 seats going to the 
polls in each phase. The first phase in-
volved seats in the Old Mysore region, 
while the second phase covered North-
ern Karnataka. The first phase in-
volved the traditional strongholds of  
the Congress and JDS, while the sec-
ond phase covered the traditional 
strongholds of  the BJP. Interestingly, 
the BJP-led alliance did well in the first 
phase—the BJP winning 10 seats, and 
the JDS and the Congress two each. On 
the other hand, the 14 seats in the sec-
ond phase were evenly divided between 
the Congress and the BJP. 

One notices a play of  political  
musical chairs with the parties rotat-
ing the seats they won in 2019. The JDS 
lost the seat it previously had— 

Hassan—but wrested two seats, one 
from an independent and another that 
was held by the BJP but was trans-
ferred to it as part of  the seat-sharing 
arrangement. The Congress lost the 
one seat it had won the last time—Ban-
galore Rural—but wrested one seat 
from the JDS and eight from the BJP. 
The BJP retained 16 of  its seats and 
wrested one from the Congress while 
conceding nine to its opponents. It is 
also important to record that in 11 of  
the 17 victories of  the BJP, the party 
had changed its candidates. All the 
nine new Congress MPs and a new JDS 
MP are entering the Lok Sabha for the 
first time. Thus, three-fourths—21 of  

28—of  the Karnataka MPs have been 
elected from constituencies that they 
won for the first time. They include 
three former chief  ministers, three 
former Union ministers and a former 
speaker of  the state assembly. 

What were the factors that helped the 
BJP claim a majority of  the seats,  
even though it saw a loss of  one-third 
of  its seats? Three factors worked in its 
favour. The fact that over the last  
three elections, the voter in the state 
has distinguished between assembly 
and Lok Sabha elections, and in the 
span of  a year voted for one party in 
the assembly polls and another for  
the Lok Sabha is clear. 

The Modi factor seems to have  
been critical in ensuring the BJP vic-
tory. All the NDA candidates sought 
votes in the prime minister’s name and 
saw themselves as proxies for one more 
term of  Modi as prime minister. Third-
ly, the social coalitions that the NDA 
alliance was able to stitch together 
worked to their advantage. This  
also explains the wider victory mar-
gins of  the NDA candidates. 

Three different sets of  factors  
helped the Congress recover from its 
2019 performance. The guarantees that 
the state government implemented 
found some traction with voters. Sec-
ondly, the Congress benefitted from the 
lack of  unity in the state BJP unit, 
which was visible. This was especially 
true in the second round of  polling 
where, in the BJP strongholds, the  
Congress forced an equal division of  
seats. A supplementary factor in the 
second phase was the embarrassment 
the BJP candidates faced due to the 
Prajwal Revanna controversy. A deeper 
study of  the Lokniti-CSDS data will in-
dicate the way in which the women’s 
vote swung in Karnataka. Finally,  
the Congress entered this election with 
greater unity and a sense of  despera-
tion. A wipe-out would have led to  
very difficult times for the state  
government. The nine seats were  
veritably like a face-saver. 

As one moves forward, the Congress 
would want to ensure greater stability 
in the ruling party and its government. 
Talk of  a leadership change seems to 
be on the back-burner. Any talk of  min-
istry reshuffle had been postponed till 
the Lok Sabha polls. The topic cannot 
be postponed anymore and the discon-
tent among ruling party legislators 
would have to be addressed. The BJP 
still faces factionalism and, with the 
party having to run a coalition govern-
ment at the Centre, there would be less 
focus on the state units. The state lead-
ership of  the party would need to be 
proactive in its role as an opposition 
and in preparation for 2028. The JDS 
would hope for a role in the central gov-
ernment. This expectation is damp-
ened by some extent on account of  the 
embarrassment the party faces on the 
Prajwal Revanna issue.

The political battle lines in the  
state are clearly drawn and the players 
wait for an appropriate moment to  
carry forward the confrontation.  
The fireworks may start sooner  
rather than later. 

(Views are personal)
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THE FAST-CHANGING GLOBAL 
STANCE ON PALESTINIAN STATE

WHY CHANGES IN
KARNATAKA LED

BACK TO 2014 TALLY

SANDEEP SHASTRI Political scientist, National Coordinator of the 
Lokniti Network, and Director (academics) at  
the NITTE Education Trust

Fifteen of the 32 nations in the 
US-led NATO have recognised or 
are on the brink of recognising a 
Palestinian state. Many nations 
within the US’s broad sphere of 
influence are charting their own 
foreign policies, even at the cost of 
riling Washington

The state’s three parties have the same tally in 2024  
as a decade ago. But that’s where the similarities end.  

A united Congress took on a fractious BJP this time

SOURAV ROY

KAJAL BASU Veteran journalist

Reservation hold-up
Ref: Autonomy required for Delimitation 
Commission (Jun 7). That delimitation has 
happened only four times since gaining 
independence speaks volumes about the 
under-attention it has suffered from. Unless 
the census gets underway, further progress for 
the Women’s Reservation Bill  will  have to wait.
Sachidananda Satpathy, Sambalpur

Prioritise census
The 84th amendment of the Constitution 
in 2002 was specifically made so as not to 
have delimitation of constituencies till  the 
first census conducted after 2026. If  the 
new government is keen on implementing 
delimitation, the postponed 2021 census must 
be organised on a priority basis.   
N Rama Rao, Chennai

North-South bridge
Ref: Fortify fiscal federalism, heal north-
south cleave (Jun 7). The editorial has made 
an excellent point about financial powers 
and responsibilities for the interest of the 
whole nation. We hope Nitish Kumar and 
Chandrababu Naidu will  help build a cordial 
bridge between the Centre and the states.  
V K S Krishnan, Kumbakonam

Reassure investors 
Ref: Rahul seeks JPC probe into ‘stock  
market scam’ (Jun 7). The oscillation of stock 
market indices to an unprecedented high 
degree of 4% immediately after poll results  
is validly open to doubt. An inquiry is 
warranted to expose unscrupulous practices, 
if  any, and reassure investors.
Ullattil Pakiteeri Raghunathan, Thrissur 
         
Election costs
Rahul Gandhi won at both Wayanad in Kerala 
and Rae Bareli  in UP. Now it seems he is going 
to retain only Rae Bareli. There would certainly 
be a by-election to Wayanad soon. Conducting 
another election at Wayanad will  cost a lot, 
which is unfair to innocent taxpayers. If  a 
leader contests from two constituencies and 
wins in both places, the cost of conducting 
another election in one constituency should be 
collected from their party. 
G Sathiyanarayanan, Chennai

Criminal candidates
Ref: 46% of new MPs have criminal cases 
(Jun 7).  It  is incomprehensible as to how the 
Election Commission accepted nominations 
of criminals. According to the report, most of 
these politicians have serious cases registered 
against them. The EC should view this very 
seriously and enact necessary stringent rules 
to stop the practice of allowing candidates 
with criminal backgrounds to contest polls.
Gopalan Nair, Koottanad
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TAMIL NADU POLITY 
IS BECOMING A 

FOUR-CORNERED RING

T
AMIL Nadu has continued to be one of  the most fertile 
grounds for the INDIA bloc. It scored a perfect 40 out of  
40, with DMK pulling out a stellar performance. Numer-
ous roadshows by Narendra Modi and Amit Shah to gar-
ner support for NDA could not halt the DMK march. 

Though the lotus failed to bloom in the state, the BJP can take 
heart in the fact that its vote share almost doubled to 11.26 per-
cent. On the other side, AIADMK, the state’s principal opposi-
tion, slipped once again—the fourth time in a row—drawing a 
blank. It lost security deposits in seven of  the 34 constituencies 
it contested, the worst Lok Sabha outing for the party since its 
inception in 1972. Its vote share dipped to 20.44 percent. Without 
making much noise, Naam Tamilar Katchi (NTK), a Tamil na-
tionalist party fighting all alone, doubled its vote share to 8.15 
percent and established itself  as a formidable player.

The flop show by BJP and AIADMK has fuelled murmurs 
in favour of  a rapprochement between the two former part-
ners, though their top leaders have rejected any such possibil-
ity. BJP state chief  K Annamalai questioned the proposition, 
saying his party faced an unprecedented rout in 2019 despite 
the alliance. The AIADMK, too, reiterated there is no change 
in its stand on keeping the BJP away. Annamalai does not 
seem to be a big fan of  his party’s proven strategy of  hitching 
a ride with an established local party until it is time to fly on 
its own. The AIADMK is worried about the minority vote 
bank shifting to its Dravidian rival if  it opts to ally with the 
saffron party. The AIADMK may have managed to hold on to 
its core vote bank despite a delayed campaign and not-so-
popular candidates, but it has reasons to worry about the leak 
in anti-incumbency votes in favour of  the BJP and NTK. 

The DMK, led by M K Stalin, an anchor for the INDIA bloc, 
has continued its march with several social welfare meas-
ures winning hearts. The party also seems to have gained 
from the division of  opposition votes. With the AIADMK 
and BJP, with their alliance partners in tow, and NTK prom-
ising a hard-fought, four-cornered contest in the future, elec-
tions in Tamil Nadu are likely to become more exciting.

GROWTH RATE REVISION 
COMES WITH RAIN RIDER

T
HE RBI has kept the policy repo rate unchanged at 6.5 
percent for the eighth consecutive time. In a 4-2 vote, the 
central bank’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) decided 
to remain focused on the withdrawal of  accommodation 
to ensure inflation progressively aligned with the target. 

There are clear signs of  a divided MPC, with two members vot-
ing for a softening of  stance as well as policy direction, as against 
only one dissenting member in past policy reviews. The MPC’s 
cautious view to maintain status quo also comes when advanced 
nations’ central banks, including the European Central Bank, 
have begun rate cuts. But putting speculation to rest, RBI Gov-
ernor Shaktikanta Das has emphatically reiterated that India’s 
monetary policy will be solely driven by domestic growth-infla-
tion dynamics and not by the policies of  advanced economies. 

Citing resilience in domestic economic activity, the RBI re-
vised its 2024-25 GDP forecast upwards by 0.20 percentage 
points to 7.2 percent, while the retail inflation estimate was 
kept unchanged at 4.5 percent. If  the RBI’s growth projections 
materalise, it will be the fourth successive year of  7-plus per-
cent growth. According to Das, multiple indicators such as core 
industries’ growth, services sector buoyancy, and manufactur-
ing are exhibiting strength, while revival in rural demand is 
showing promise. The central bank hopes the forecast of  an 
above-normal monsoon will boost kharif  production, and sub-
sequently increase farm sector activity to strengthen rural 
demand. Seen another way, should monsoon play havoc, rural 
spending, which has been a drag on overall private consump-
tion, may remain weak and dent the 2024-25 growth rate. 

Although the headline inflation has moderated, upside risks 
persist—particularly in food inflation, which stood at 8.7 per-
cent in April. Food continues to drive up the inflation gauge.
Given pulses and vegetables are still rising in double-digits, 
household budgets are under severe pressure. Though the RBI 
expects Q2 inflation at 3.8 percent, the decline will be short-lived 
with inflation likely shooting past 4 percent in Q3 and Q4. Ana-
lysts expect monetary easing in the coming quarters, support-
ing lower interest rates and credit demand, which can further
fuel economic growth. But rate cuts will likely begin only in 
late 2024 or even early 2025. Uncertainty over global oil prices, 
continuing geopolitical conflicts, supply disruptions and com-
modity price volatility could make the last mile of  disinflation 
protracted and arduous. The RBI must remain watchful.

Q U I C K  TA K E

REVOLUTIONISE WASTE MANAGEMENT

SCIENTISTS have been excited ever since Japanese re-
searchers spotted bacteria that could ‘eat’ plastic. Micro-
biologist Kohei Oda’s accidental 2001 discovery in a rub-

bish dump near Kyoto took another 15 years to mature. The 
field exploded in 2016 when the Japanese team published a 
paper on the enzyme the bacteria uses to metabolise PET, 
the plastic used to make drink bottles, food trays and textiles. 
Recently, a French biotech startup said it’s on the verge of  
commercialising the idea by building bacteria farms. This 
can revolutionise plastic waste management. Like we saw 
with Covid vaccines, this is an idea that needs multilateral 
intervention for wide dissemination at minimal cost. 
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According to the latest
National Crime
Records Bureau

(NCRB) data, 64,469 victims
were reported in 2022 under
the POCSO (Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences) Act. Despite the
alarming prevalence of
reported cases of Child Sexual
Abuse, it remains hidden
behind layers of denial,
silence, stigma and shame as
the issue is deeply rooted in
societal structures, such as
patriarchy and gender bias,
which often prioritize family
honour and silence over con-
fronting abuse.
Research suggests that 90 per
cent of the perpetrators are
known to the child, such as
family members, trusted
neighbours, or teachers.
These individuals often hold
positions of trust and respon-
sibility, making it even more
challenging to address the
issue.
Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) is
a serious issue that affects
many individuals. Research
highlights the profound and
lasting impacts of CSA,
including detrimental effects
on mental health, emotional
stability and social function-
ing, which can persist into

adulthood if not properly
addressed. Addressing child
sexual abuse requires dis-
mantling these systemic bar-
riers and promoting an open,
supportive environment that
prioritizes the well-being and
rights of children.
Recognizing the Signs of
Sexual Abuse:
Understanding the signs that
a child may have been sub-
jected to sexual abuse is the
first step in addressing this
grave issue. Sudden changes
in behaviour can be indicative
of underlying abuse. Children
may exhibit a range of phys-
ical and emotional behaviour-
al changes like:
*Unexplained injuries or
bruises in the genital or anal
area.
*Sudden changes in behav-
iour such as withdrawal,
unusually quietness, aggres-
sion, or depression.
*Nightmares or bedwetting.
*Displaying knowledge or
interest in sexual acts beyond

their age.
*Avoidance of specific people
or places.
*Sudden decline in academ-
ic performance.
These signs may vary
depending on the child’s age,
personality and the nature of
the abuse. It’s essential to be
alert to these changes and
maintain open communica-
tion with a child, create a safe
environment for disclosure
and take any disclosure seri-
ously.
Preventing The Abuse:
Preventing child sexual abuse
(CSA) demands a collective
effort where the responsibil-
ity doesn’t solely fall on chil-
dren. There are steps parents,
caregivers and trusted adults
can take to minimize the risk
and empower their children
in navigating this complex
world. The stigma and shame
attached to sex and sexuality
often translate into not hav-
ing open conversations with
children and giving them the
appropriate vocabulary to
express such concerns. On
one hand, it makes it difficult
for them to articulate if
they’ve experienced abuse
and on the other it hinders
prevention. 
It is important to start conver-

sations about body autonomy,
boundaries and consent from
an early age. Teaching chil-
dren the proper names for
their body parts and empha-
sizing the power of saying
“no” to any touch that feels
uncomfortable or unwanted
is important. However, the
onus of preventing  CSA can-
not and should not solely rest
on the child. Building a foun-
dation of open communica-
tion is equally essential from
the parents’ side. This is pos-
sible only when adults create
a safe and nurturing environ-
ment where a child feels com-
fortable expressing any con-
cerns or discomfort they may
have.Adults must take
responsibility for creating safe
spaces and intervening when
they suspect abuse may be
occurring. Child sexual abuse
shatters a child’s sense of
safety and trust. It can leave
them feeling confused,
ashamed and isolated.As a
caregiver, the first step is to
acknowledge the gravity of
the situation. Recognising
the abuse and validating their
experience is crucial. 

(The writer is executive
director, Sakshi- a rights-

based NGO; views 
are personal)
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Sensex’s impressive jump to 75,078.70
points and the NSE Nifty climbing to
22,799.50 signal a strong market reaction
to Modi’s impending third term as Prime
Minister.
The gains in companies like NTPC, State
Bank of India and Tata Steel reflect a
broader bullish sentiment, though some
laggards like Hindustan Unilever and
Nestle temper the overall enthusiasm. It’s
noteworthy that despite the positive
domestic sentiment, Foreign Institutional
Investors are still cautious, selling off equi-
ties amid high valuations in India com-
pared to Chinese stocks. This juxtaposi-
tion of political stability and cautious for-
eign investment paints a complex but
intriguing picture of the current market
dynamics.

Ishani Malhotra | Gwalior
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Madam — Regarding the news story
“Rejuvenating Indian social work, cultur-
ally,” published on June 7, here are my
thoughts. Every profession is unique and
essential for societal growth and develop-

ment. Social work, however, carries an
added responsibility - to serve people and
communities, striving to uplift them. It
involves working with people and their
surroundings, considering external and
internal factors simultaneously. Social
work is not just about empathising with
others’ circumstances but also about
reflecting on potential solutions and
alternatives.
In today’s India, social work as a profes-
sion is emerging as one of the crucial sec-
tors. Over the last decade, this profession
has expanded its horizon and established
itself across the country. It is encourag-
ing to see a growing number of young
professionals choosing this career path.
India needs more such young minds and
professionals who can work on the
ground and formulate policies to address
critical societal issues. However, it is essen-
tial to question whether we are truly ful-
filling this need.

Ishita Verma | Bhopal
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Madam — Apropos the news story “More
voters but lower turnout in 2024, confirms
EC,” published on June 7, this is my
response. As a daily newspaper reader, it’s
heartening to see the Election
Commission lifting the model code of
conduct following the announcement of
election results and the beginning of gov-
ernment formation. The overall voter
turnout in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
was 65.79 per cent, which, although
slightly lower than 2019’s 67.40 per cent,
still indicates robust democratic engage-
ment.
Notably, the data reveal a significant surge
in women voter participation, with a
turnout of 64.72 per cent compared to
men’s 63.11 per cent. This trend is partic-
ularly pronounced in states like Himachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand and Odisha, where
women’s turnout surpassed men’s by
notable margins. This increase in female
voter engagement is a positive sign of
growing political awareness and empow-
erment among women, which can lead to
more inclusive governance. The turnout
of the third gender, although low at 22.33
per cent, suggests there is still work to be
done to ensure their full participation in
the democratic process. Overall, these
elections highlight the evolving dynam-
ics of voter engagement in India, reflect-
ing a more diverse and representative elec-
torate.

Ananya Sharma | Nashik
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Madam — Apropos the news story
“Markets extend winning momentum to
2nd day running,” published on June 7,
this is my response. As a daily newspa-
per reader, it’s fascinating to see how the
market’s optimism can be so closely tied
to political stability. The recent surge in
the Sensex and Nifty, following the unan-
imous election of Narendra Modi as the
leader of the BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA), underscores the confi-
dence that investors place in political con-
tinuity and leadership. The 30-share BSE
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Party (BSP) and Akali Dal
(Maan), CPI-CPIM had also
fielded their candidates. But
the voters surprised most of
them by electing seven con-
gresses, three AAP, one SAD
and two independent raw can-
didates.
The ruling party in the state,
the AAP, has won only three
seats with a vote share of
26.02%, reduced from 42% in
2022 against its claim for all the
thirteen in the state; it has
managed to lead only in 32
assembly segments against its
victory in 92 assembly con-
stituencies in 2022 state assem-
bly elections. Some of its can-
didates holding state govern-
ment ministerial portfolios
have trailed behind opponents
in their assembly segments. All
this is a matter of serious con-
cern for the AAP to introspect.
The ruling party in the Centre,
the BJP, has not been able to
win any seats though it was
quite hopeful for their victory
with a team of the top brass of
the state Congress ‘taken over’
by it on its side. Of course, to
its satisfaction, it has succeed-
ed in raising its vote bank share
to 18.56% and leading in 23
assembly segments.
The Congress has won 7 seats
and has gained the lead in 38
assembly segments against its
victory only in 18 assembly

constituencies in 2022. It has
succeeded in managing the
vote share of 26.3%, winning
seven out of 13 seats in this
election despite the unexpect-
ed defection by almost all its
senior leaders to the BJP and
other parties.
The two independent candi-
dates who were neither very
big leaders nor supported by
any political party, have won
by defeating the established
leaders of established political
parties by sizable margins.
The voters of Punjab have spelt
out that although they main-
tain their identities, their polit-
ical and interpersonal behav-
iour is predominantly secular
and prejudice-free. Although
it is a fact that Punjab’s popu-
lation is majority Sikh and
rural, its other population
being 40% Hindu, one-third
Dalit and other horizontal
and social categories, it has dis-
tributed its representation nei-
ther based on religion, nor
region and social hierarchies,
but based on local issues of
development. Secondly, in the
absence of sound trust in the
political class, its choice reflects
a rejection of the other ‘not
chosen’, who is or has been in
power, rather than the choice
itself. The voters in Punjab
have painted their character
and power by maintaining

silence before voting but exer-
cising their power indepen-
dently and wisely on the day
of voting. They have rejected
the dominant discourses of
religion, caste and urban/rural
polarization, the discourse of
victimization justifying non-
performance.
They have voted for Congress
on its promise of MSP for agri-
cultural produce, a promise to
pull agriculture out of distress
since it is agriculture that is the
spleen of Punjab’s economy so
far. Whether a Hindu or a
Sikh, whether an urban or a
rural person, whether an
upper caste or a Dalit- every-
body, as a part of their collec-
tive consciousness, under-
stands the relevance of agricul-
ture in the state. It has chosen
independent candidates exer-
cising their rejection of all oth-
ers and expressing their sym-
pathy for their ‘condition’
against the state power. Thus,
their victory can be attributed
to local sentiments and polit-
ical dynamics rather than any
other radical ideology influ-
encing voter preferences. In
fact, for them, it would be a dif-
ficult choice between the
Congress and the BJP.

(The writer is a retired
Professor from Guru Nanak

Dev University Amritsar;
views are personal)
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The general parliamen-
tary Lok Sabha elec-
tions 2024 have been
held smoothly in
Punjab without any

noticeable wave or enthusiasm in
favour of any political party.
There has been a mysterious
silence among the people raising
unpredictability and allowing
every party to have high hopes on
the one side but hold fear in their
hearts. Most political parties
except the CPI-CPIM had field-
ed their candidates in every con-
stituency claiming for their vic-
tory on all the thirteen seats. The
voting has been lower than in the
previous elections and the current
national voting percentage.
There could not be alliances
between the political parties
because of their illusory hopes for
their victory independently which
pushed them into the game of
engineering party-switch of the
leaders. The long-time allies
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) and
Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) fell
apart and fielded independent
candidates with the BJP import-
ing its candidates from the state
Congress top brass and Aam
Admi Party (AAP) and Indian
National Congress (INC), who
are in alliance at the national level,
could not agree on seat sharing
and fielded their candidates in
each constituency. Other political
parties such as Bahujan Samaj
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For ages, milk has been
universally acknowl-
edged as an excellent

source of nutrition, especial-
ly for children. A good sign
that milk & dairy production
in our country is increasing
fast. However, if the trend of
consistently rising milk prices
is not held up, it may be hard
for the common man to
afford it, thus impinging on
the health of their family.
Whole milk price of popular
brands is presently hovering
around Rs. 66 a litre.
Nutritionists recommend
routine intake of milk and its
derivatives to maintain a bal-
anced diet. So ironic that the
legendary repository of milk,
‘a country with rivers over-
flowing with milk’ is now con-
cerned with feeding safe milk
to its people!

India has been consistently
atop in milk production since
1997 and contributes about
25% to the global milk output.
In 2023, India produced 231
million metric tonnes of milk
with a decadal compound
annual growth rate (CAGR)
of 6%. More important than
NITI Ayog’s prediction of
achieving the 300 million
metric tonnes mark by 2030
is the need to ensure that this
staple nutrition is accessible to

the countrymen at large. The
fault lines must be identified
and addressed in time.
Beyond just a fluid secreted by
the mammary glands of
female mammals for nourish-
ing their young ones, cow
milk and cows are special to
India, sacred and pure since
the Vedic era. Along with its
other holy derivatives like
curd and ghee, it is a routine
offering to Gods at religious
observances particularly dur-
ing Shivaratri and Nag
Panchami festivals. To
Hindus, the cow is sacro-
sanct, at par with Gods. As
against other milch animals,
buffalo, sheep, goats and
camel, the cow is also a sym-
bol of motherhood, fertility,
prosperity, health and
strength. It has had sanctity in
other faiths as well. Egyptians

accorded cow the status of
goddess of milk, ‘Iat’ due to its
association with nurturing
attributes. Among early
Christians, milk was figura-
tively used for abundance,
blessings, spiritual food and
purity. Prophet Muhammad
said, “The milk of the bovine
(cow) contains healing, its fat
is a medicine and its meat a
cause for sickness.” This is
despite most milk in India
being derived from buffalo,
which is valued for its higher
fat content and its use as a
draught animal.
In our country, 60% of the
milk is produced by the unor-
ganised sector, remaining 40%
is from the organised sector,
mostly dairy cooperatives and
private players. However, the
scenario is set to reverse and
in a few years the milkman of

the unorganised sector may
have to shift the profession for
numerous reasons. For one,
the city folks prefer value-
added or packaged milk &
dairy wrapped in pouches or
packets made of LDPE,
LLDPE, HDPE or EVA; cans
and tetra packs. Admittedly,
the products from the organ-
ised sector are superior; pas-
teurised (i.e. heating for a
while up to 700C to minimise
infection, then cooling) and
sticking to certain quality
specifications yet it has its pit-
falls partly the deliberate ones.
I recall the description of the
Vijaya brand milk tetra pack
of an Andhra Pradesh dairy in
the early 80s while I was in
Bhopal. It guaranteed fresh-
ness without refrigeration for
up to six months in any ambi-
ent temperature - decades

after, we witnessed Amul,
Britania and other popular
brands taking the cue. Mind
that the milk in the pouch
procured from the booth
degenerates when heated just
in 10 to 15 minutes, it is so
delicate. There is more to
tetra packs than tetrahedron
texture to keep its non-
degradability intact for long.
It is toxic preservatives like
formaldehyde and other addi-
tives in play to extend the shelf
life of milk and its derivatives.
Studies have already shown
serious health consequences
like food poisoning, gastroin-
testinal and cardiac issues,
hepatic and renal failure and
even cancer. 
It is like lethal insecticides
being spread 400 times more
than the permitted doses on
maturing crops to avert food-

grain loss and ensure
enhanced shelf life. Also, wit-
ness many popular desi ghee
brands selling at Rs. 450 a litre
while in villages it costs
between Rs. 1200 to Rs. 2400
although dairy people confide
that per kg cost of desi ghee
is Rs. 500 to Rs. 600.
Indian dairy business is inces-
santly growing at 4.5% annu-
ally. The organised milk sec-
tor is elated at the growing
international and domestic
demand and business
prospects. Yet it must be
monitored that the ethical
aspects are not compromised
and the domestic consumers
are not taken for a ride.
Fodder availability for large
milch cattle, education &
training and technology
improvement are the other
formidable issues in dairy to

be addressed. Our young ones
also must be made to learn
that saying no to milk is say-
ing no to nutrition and that
almond milk, soy milk, rice
milk and coconut milk are
poor substitutes.
Amul Federation, the undis-
puted leader has planned
expansion activity abroad and
is targetting one Rs one lakh
crore business now. Dairy
supports the livelihoods of
one billion people worldwide.
As we celebrate Milk Day, an
FAO initiative, to recognise
the importance of milk as a
global food let us not overlook
that the common people are
not deprived of this staple
nutrition.

(The writer is a blogger and
writes on health, social and

other issues, views 
are personal)
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surface of its facade.
Modi’s campaign discourse has
taken a sharp turn towards foreign
affairs and diplomacy, perhaps as
a tactic to deflect attention from
his administration’s domestic
shortcomings. By emphasizing
India’s global ascendancy and eco-
nomic strength, Modi aims to
eclipse the harsh realities of
mounting unemployment, eco-
nomic disparity and social turmoil
within the nation. Amidst his
grandiose assertions of India’s
international accomplishments,
including hosting global summits
and economic growth, Modi’s nar-
rative conveniently obscures gov-
ernance failures and policy defi-
ciencies. Despite his celebrations
of India’s elevated global standing,
the everyday struggles of citizens
remain overshadowed by political
oratory, highlighting a growing
disparity between political narra-
tives and lived experiences.
Facing electoral setbacks and a
reduced mandate, Modi and the
BJP confront a populace increas-
ingly demanding accountability
and change. The rejection of empty
promises signals a call for transpar-
ent, people-centric governance,
underscoring the need for a polit-
ical shift away from complacency
towards accountability.
Modi’s foreign policy rhetoric
aligns with his domestic agenda,
framing a narrative of “us-vs.-
them” and emphasizing resolve
against perceived threats like
Pakistan and China, particularly in
combating terrorism. Despite
clashes with Pakistan and the
2020 China confrontation show-
cased as symbols of national
strength, critics challenge Modi’s
response to Chinese aggression,
while BJP members rally behind
his assertive stance. Yet, beneath
this facade, lie intricate geopoliti-
cal complexities and diplomatic
hurdles. India’s navigation among

global powers demands a nuanced
approach, prioritizing national
interests amidst turbulent interna-
tional dynamics.
Accusations against the BJP for
prioritising foreign affairs over
domestic concerns challenge
Modi’s nationalist narrative,
despite his claims of India’s glob-
al ascendancy. Opposition voices
condemn the party’s erosion of
democratic norms, yet Modi’s
firm stance resonates with many
voters, reflecting a desire for a
stronger international presence.
However, mounting criticism of
the BJP’s handling of issues like
inflation and unemployment casts
doubt on its commitment to
democracy. Recent electoral set-
backs, notably in Uttar Pradesh,
reveal deep-seated discontent,
with opposition framing the BJP’s
governance as a threat to consti-
tutional rights, leading to disillu-
sionment among both critics and
former supporters.
The symbolism of Ayodhya, from
the demolition of the Babri
mosque in 1992 to the consecra-
tion of the Ram temple in 2021,
epitomizes the BJP’s journey to
power and its subsequent chal-
lenges. While Modi’s imprint on
Varanasi is undeniable, with infra-
structure development projects
transforming the city’s landscape,
the cost of progress has been the
erosion of its unique identity,
lamented by many locals.
The electoral panorama in Uttar
Pradesh unveils a complex inter-
play of shifting loyalties and deep-
rooted grievances, particularly
within marginalized communi-
ties such as the Dalits. Despite
Modi’s enduring popularity, evi-
denced by his victory in Varanasi
albeit with a notably reduced mar-
gin, the BJP’s electoral fortunes
have been tempered by various
concerns, notably regarding con-
stitutional rights and social equi-

ty.
The BJP’s ambitious electoral slo-
gan, promising an overwhelming
triumph, stirred apprehensions
among the Dalit populace, raising
fears of potential amendments to
the constitution. 
This apprehension, as the media
reports asserted, stemming from
the fear of diluting protections
advocated by Bhimrao Ambedkar,
prompted numerous Dalit voters
to align with the opposition
INDIA alliance, which adeptly
mobilised a coalition of margin-
alised groups. Modi’s language tar-
geting Muslims as “infiltrators”
further galvanised opposition to
the BJP, particularly among Dalit
and Muslim communities, despite
the party’s efforts to allay Dalit
fears and disavow any intentions
of rescinding their constitutional
privileges. The electoral terrain in
Uttar Pradesh reflects a shifting
paradigm, with marginalized
communities asserting their voic-
es and demanding accountability
from political incumbents.  
The narrative of disillusionment
and disenchantment highlights
the intricate nature of Indian pol-
itics and the hurdles confronting
the BJP as it navigates the evolv-
ing currents of public opinion.
Despite facing electoral setbacks,
the BJP remains a potent political
force, positioned to forge the next
government alongside its allies.
However, the undercurrents of
discontent and unmet assurances
could potentially influence the
trajectory of Indian politics in the
years ahead. The resounding voice
of the nation echoes: it’s now up to
the government, poised to lead for
the next five years, to heed the
lessons of tolerance spoken by the
populace of the world’s most pop-
ulous country.

(The writer is a Sri Lankan 
journalist and author; Views are

personal)

The outcomes of the recently
concluded Indian Lok Sabha
elections signal promise for
the region, prompting nations
to reconsider and reassess their

democratic political frameworks. In a
resounding declaration of democracy’s
resilience, the once seemingly invincible
fortress of the Modi-Ka Parivar lies shat-
tered. The echoes of this strong message
from the public reverberate louder than
the emotional sensationalism, resonating
with the collective voice of a nation that
has spoken unequivocally for the power
of balance. Despite the relentless onslaught
of propaganda and fervent efforts to man-
ufacture public opinion, the Indian elec-
torate has delivered a decisive blow,
reclaiming their power and rejecting the
facade of religious fervour masquerading
as governance. Narendra Modi, the erst-
while political juggernaut, now stands at
the precipice of his last tenure, his aspi-
rations of perpetual rule dashed against
the rocks of reality. His grandiose ambi-
tions of global dominion and spiritual
leadership lie in tatters, mere relics of a
bygone era marked by hubris and delu-
sion.
The BJP’s significant loss, laid bare in the
aftermath of the election, paints a stark
portrait of defeat. With 92 seats lost out
of their previous 303, including once
impregnable strongholds in rural heart-
lands and urban bastions like Mumbai, the
party finds itself relegated to the sidelines
of political discourse. The myth of invin-
cibility shattered, the BJP stands exposed,
its veneer of infallibility stripped away to
reveal the inherent flaws and fallacies of
its governance model. The result also
exposes the impact of heavy spending on
AI-driven social media manipulation.
Government agencies outspent political
parties on Google ads leading up to India’s
national elections, with the BJP ranking
second. This stark contrast in spending
highlights the influence of advertising in
shaping democratic norms, serving as a
stark reminder of democracy’s vulnerabil-
ity to manipulation.
Yet amidst the debris of defeat lies the tri-
umph of democracy. The people have spo-
ken, their voices resonating with clarity
and conviction, reaffirming their alle-
giance not to religious ideologies or cults
of personality, but to the principles of
democracy and secular governance. This
electoral upheaval serves as a clarion call
for change, a witness to the indomitable
spirit of a nation that refuses to be
swayed by divisive verbiage or empty
promises.
As the dust settles on the frontline of
Indian politics, the narrative of triumph
and victory spun by the BJP and its leader
Narendra Modi stands starkly contrasted
against the reality of their electoral per-
formance. Despite Modi’s impassioned
spiel and grandiose claims of India’s
newfound global prominence, the truth
remains irrefutable: the BJP’s grip on
power has weakened, its once impregnable
fortress breached by the resolute will of
the Indian electorate.
The BJP’s electoral arithmetic, touted as
proof of its enduring popularity, belies a
deeper truth of diminishing returns and
waning support. While the party managed
to retain a significant portion of its 2019
tally, the loss of 92 seats, coupled with the
failure to secure the predicted landslide
victory, exposes the chinks in its armour
and the vulnerabilities lurking beneath the
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