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T
he Supreme Court
on Thursday stayed
a Lokpal order

bringing High Court judges
under its jurisdiction,
terming the top anti-cor-
ruption ombudsman’s in-
terpretation “very
disturbing”.

Taking suo motu cogni-
sance of the January 27
Lokpal order, a Special
Bench of Justices B.R. Ga-
vai, Surya Kant and A.S.
Oka, three senior judges of
the Supreme Court and
Collegium members, said
it impacted the indepen-
dence of the judiciary. 

The Bench, in a brief
hearing, was o�ered assis-
tance by senior advocates
Kapil Sibal and B.H. Marla-
palle even as Solicitor-Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta ap-
peared for the Union

government. The Bench is-
sued notice to the Centre,
the Registrar of Lokpal and
the complainant on whose
plea the January 27 order
was passed. The court list-
ed the case on March 18. It
injuncted the complainant
from disclosing the name
of the High Court judge in
question and ordered the
former to keep the con-
tents of the complaint con-
�dential. 

Mr. Sibal said the court
sorely needed to lay down
the law on this issue. Mr.
Mehta categorically sub-
mitted that High Court
judges would never fall
within the ambit of Lokpal. 

‘Public servants’
The order of the Lokpal,
chaired by a former Su-
preme Court judge, Justice
A.M. Khanwilkar, was
based on a complaint that
an Additional High Court

judge had in�uenced an
Additional District Judge,
and later another High
Court judge, to decide in
favour of a private compa-
ny. It was alleged that the
company had been a client
of the judge during the lat-
ter’s earlier years as an
advocate.

In a 13-page order, the

Lokpal concluded that
High Court judges were
‘public servants’ and came
within the ambit of the
Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act
of 2013. 

The anti-corruption bo-
dy assumed jurisdiction to
inquire or investigate com-
plaints about High Court
judges on the ground that,

said a High Court judge
came within the ambit of
clause (f ) of Section 14(1) of
the 2013 Act.

A clause of Section 14
notes the Lokpal has juris-
diction over “any person
who is or has been a chair-
person or member or o�c-
er or employee in any body
or Board or corporation or
authority or company or
society or trust or autono-
mous body (by whatever
name called) established
by an Act of Parliament or
wholly or partly �nanced
by the Central government
or controlled by it”.

The term ‘any person’ in
the clause would include a
judge of a High Court esta-
blished by an Act of
Parliament.

In this case, the judge in
question was serving in the
High Court of a State reor-
ganised by an Act of the
Parliament, it pointed out.

in a decision on January 3,
had declared that it had no
power over Supreme Court
judges, including the Chief
Justice of India.

In the January 3 order,
the Lokpal had explained
that the Supreme Court
was not a “body” esta-
blished by an Act of Parlia-
ment or �nanced or con-
trolled by the Central
government. It had ob-
served that Supreme Court
judges, including the CJI,
even though ‘public ser-
vants’ in terms of the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act
of 1988, were not amena-
ble to the jurisdiction of
the Lokpal.

Argument ‘too naive’
But, the Lokpal, in its Janu-
ary 27 order, found the ar-
gument that a High Court
judge was outside the om-
budsman’s jurisdiction,
“too naive”. The Lokpal

unlike the Supreme Court,
the High Courts in India
were constituted by British
Parliamentary Acts — In-
dian High Courts Act, 1861
and Government of India
Act 1935 — and Letters Pa-
tent of the British Mo-
narch. In fact, the High
Courts pre-dated the Con-
stitution, the Lokpal
reasoned.

Article 214 of the Consti-
tution, which said “there
shall be a High Court for
each State”, had only “in-
trinsically recognised” the
existence of the High
Courts. The Constitution
did not establish the High
Courts, the Lokpal argued
in the January 27 order. On
the other hand, the Su-
preme Court was com-
pletely a child of the Con-
stitution, the ombudsman
noted. 

A few days before the Ja-
nuary 27 order, the Lokpal,

SC stays Lokpal order on power over judges 
Special Bench terms top anti-corruption ombudsman’s interpretation ‘very disturbing’ as it passed an order giving itself jurisdiction to investigate complaints against High

Court judges; Bench issues notice to the Centre, the Registrar of Lokpal and the complainant on whose plea the January 27 order was passed; court lists the case for March 18
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Final �ourish

Welcome break: A man walks down a snow-covered road in Shopian district of Kashmir, on Thursday. After nearly two months of an

unprecedented dry spell, the Kashmir Valley received some rain and snowfall, raising hopes for improved water availability. IMRAN NISSAR

The governments of Kera-
la, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka
and Telangana rea�rmed
their opposition to the Un-
iversity Grants Commis-
sion (UGC) Regulations,
2025, at a convention held
here on Thursday.

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, who in-
augurated the event, said
the proposed guidelines
could undermine India’s
federal structure by dimin-
ishing the role of State go-
vernments in higher edu-
cation. The CPI(M) leader
noted that the regulations
would infringe upon the
powers of State legisla-
tures, particularly regard-
ing the appointment of

Vice-Chancellors of State
universities.

‘Politically motivated’
Mr. Vijayan condemned
the provisions allowing
non-academics, including

industry and public admi-
nistration professionals, to
be appointed Vice-Chan-
cellors, calling the move
politically motivated and
detrimental to academic
standards. 

Telangana Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vik-
ramarka echoed these con-
cerns, accusing the Centre
and the UGC of undermin-
ing State autonomy in a
matter on the Concurrent
List. Opposing the pro-
posed minimum enrol-
ment criterion of 3,000
students per institution,
the Congress leader said it
would a�ect colleges serv-
ing backward areas. 

Karnataka Higher Edu-
cation Minister and Con-
gress leader M.C. Sudhakar
raised concerns over im-
posing foreign education
models without consider-
ing India’s diverse educa-
tional landscape. He
warned against excessive
privatisation, arguing that
policies must prioritise ac-

cessibility for students
from economically weaker
sections.

Tamil Nadu Higher Edu-
cation Minister and DMK
leader Govi. Chezhiaan
said it was ironic that the
States were being excluded
from the appointment pro-
cess while making them
bear the �nancial burden
of universities. 

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Kerala, V.D. Sathee-
san, cautioned that the
draft regulations would
centralise power and com-
promise academic excel-
lence. The Congress leader
alleged that the punitive
measures outlined in the
regulations were covert at-
tempts to inject ruling par-
ty ideologies into the edu-
cation system.

Governments of Opposition-ruled States 
in South India reject proposed UGC rules 
The Hindu Bureau
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Microsoft has announced a
new chip, called Majorana
1, that it said showed quan-
tum computing is “years,
not decades” away, joining
Google and IBM in predict-
ing that a fundamental
change in computing tech-
nology is closer than
believed.

Quantum computing
holds the promise of carry-
ing out calculations that
would take today’s systems
millions of years and could
unlock important discover-
ies in medicine, chemistry,
and aerospace, among
others.

The biggest challenge of
quantum computing is that
its fundamental building
block — called a qubit — is
fast but di�cult to control
and is prone to errors. Mi-
crosoft said its new Majora-
na 1 chip is less prone to
these errors than rival
designs.

The chip has been in the
works for nearly two de-
cades. Its supposed fault-
tolerant abilities come
from the properties of an
exotic subatomic particle
called the Majorana fer-
mion, which has been hard
to �nd since it was �rst the-
orised in the 1930s.

Microsoft believes Majo-
rana qubits will prove less
prone to inadvertent �ips
between ones and zeros
than qubits created by oth-
er approaches. 

Harvard University
physics professor Philip
Kim, who was not involved
in Microsoft’s research,
called the chip an “exciting
development”.

However, some other in-
dependent experts have
voiced concerns over the
lack of conclusive proof
that Majorana 1 works as
Microsoft has claimed it
does.
(With inputs from agencies)

Microsoft
unveils chip
for quantum
computing 

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Bharatiya Janata Party’s
MLA Rekha Gupta took
oath as the ninth Chief Mi-
nister of Delhi at the Ramli-
la Maidan on Thursday. A
six-member Council of Mi-
nisters were also sworn in-
to o�ce in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and other senior BJP
leaders.

Ms. Gupta will handle
key portfolios such as Fi-
nance, Revenue, Women
and Child Development,
Services and Vigilance,
and other unallocated de-
partments. 

The Cabinet comprises
Parvesh Sahib Singh, who
will handle the Public Wel-
fare Department and Wa-
ter; Ashish Sood, who will
take charge of the Home,
Power, Education and Ur-
ban Development portfo-
lios; Manjinder Singh Sirsa,
given charge of Food &
Supplies, Forest Environ-
ment and Industries; Ra-
vinder Indraj, who will
look after Social Welfare,
SC and ST Welfare, Cooper-
atives, and Elections; Kapil
Mishra, who has been
handed the Law and Jus-
tice, Labour, Employment
and Tourism Departments;
and Pankaj Singh who will
handle Health and Family
Welfare, Transport and In-
formation Technology.

Hours after the new
Chief Minister and Minis-

ters were sworn in, BJP
leaders o�ered prayers at
the Yamuna Ghat. Cleaning
of the Yamuna is expected
to be BJP’s top priority dur-
ing their �ve-year tenure. 

Three-time Rohini MLA
Vijendra Gupta thanked
the party for giving him the
responsibility of Speaker of
Delhi Assembly.

Cabinet decisions
After her �rst Cabinet
meeting, Ms. Gupta said
the government would ta-
ble 14 pending CAG reports
in the �rst session of the
new Delhi Assembly, and
would also work towards
implementing the Centre’s
�agship health insurance
scheme Ayushman Bharat
in Delhi as quickly as
possible.

Earlier, the �rst-time
MLA from Shalimar Bagh
was administered the oath
by Delhi Lieutenant Gover-
nor V.K. Saxena. The
swearing-in ceremony was
attended by the BJP’s top
brass, including Union Mi-
nisters Amit Shah, J.P. Nad-
da, and Rajnath Singh, and
the Chief Ministers and De-
puty Chief Ministers of sev-
eral NDA-ruled States.

The BJP has come into
power in the capital after
26 years, with 48 seats in
the Assembly. 

Rekha Gupta takes
charge as 9th Chief
Minister of Delhi 

Narendra Modi with Rekha Gupta and other Ministers during the

oath ceremony in Delhi on Thursday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA
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Trade deal is
‘possible’ with
China: Trump

WASHINGTON 

U.S. President Donald Trump

suggested on Wednesday that

a trade deal was “possible”

with China — a key target in

the U.S. leader’s tari�s policy.

In 2020, the U.S. had already

agreed to “a great trade deal

with China” and a new deal

was “possible”, Mr. Trump told

presspersons aboard Air Force

One. » PAGE 14

‘In�ltration down
post-Bangladesh
regime change’

NEW DELHI 

Inflitration along the

Bangladesh border has “gone

down substantially” after the

political developments in the

neighbouring country in

August 2024, Border Security

Force (BSF) chief Daljit Singh

Chawdhary said on Thursday.

He further said the Border

Guards Bangladesh (BGB)

stood shoulder to shoulder

with the BSF to maintain peace

and tranquillity throughout the

“crisis” period. » PAGE 4

OTT platforms
warned against
‘obscene content’

NEW DELHI 

Union Information and Broad

casting (I&B) Ministry on

Thursday cautioned over

the-top streaming (OTT)

platforms against streaming

content prohibited by law,

stressing the importance of

age-based classification under

IT (Intermediary Liability

and Digital Media Ethics

Code) Rules, 2021. The warning

follows the Supreme Court’s

suggestion for government

action on obscene social

media content. » PAGE 6
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Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde on Thursday received a death threat, the
Mumbai police said. The threats, sent via e-mails,
were directed to various police stations in
Mumbai, including, J.J. Marg police station,
Mantralaya, and two other locations in Mumbai.
DCP Zone 1 Pravin Munde con�rmed the bomb
threat e-mails were received by Goregaon police
station and MRA Marg police station. The e-mails
reportedly threatened to blow up the Deputy
CM’s car. According to o�cers, security agencies
are probing the credibility of the threat.

Shinde receives death threat;
police verifying its credibility 

T
he Uttar Pradesh
government on
Thursday present-

ed the State Budget for
2025-26 with an outlay of
₹8.09 lakh crore. Focused
on infrastructure, women,
and religious tourism, the
budget also laid stress on
technological advance-
ments. 

“The budget of
₹8,08,736 crore, the big-
gest ever in U.P., o�ers a
perfect road map for ba-
lanced development of the
State. This year’s budget is
almost 9.8% higher than
the previous one. Out of
the total, 22% has been al-
located for development
purposes, 13% for educa-
tion, 11% for agriculture
and related services, and
6% for health,” said State
Finance Minister Suresh
Kumar Khanna, who pre-
sented the budget.

The government has al-
so proposed the construc-
tion of four new express-
ways with an allocation of
₹900 crore. In the �eld of

education, the government
has proposed the develop-
ment of primary schools as
smart schools, with an allo-
cation of ₹300 crore.

The budget also allocat-
ed over ₹400 crore under
the Chief Minister’s Tourist
Places Development
Scheme, with ₹150 crore
set aside for developing
tourism infrastructure in
Ayodhya. “Our budget fo-
cuses on the commitment

of the double-engine go-
vernment to expand the
economy and the Prime
Minister’s vision of Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vishwas, Sab-
ka Vikas, and Sabka
Prayas,” said Mr. Aditya-
nath at a press conference. 

‘Second last budget’
However, the Opposition
criticised the budget, with
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav calling it

the “second last budget” of
the BJP government. Mr.
Yadav said the budget lacks
vision for U.P. and fails to
address the needs of the
youth, farmers, and poor. 

BSP chief Mayawati said
the budget lacks intention
and policy road map to
eliminate in�ation, pover-
ty, unemployment, and ru-
ral distress. “It is aimed at
appeasing the well-o� mid-
dle class,” she said.

U.P. eyes infrastructure,
technology boost with
₹8-lakh crore budget
Focus on commitment of double-engine govt. to expand economy, says CM; outlay is 9.8% higher

than previous year’s: Finance Minister; it fails to address the needs of youth, farmers, poor, says SP 

Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Gujarat Finance Minister
Kanubhai Desai on Thurs-
day presented a ₹3.70 lakh
crore budget for the State
for the �nancial year 2025-
26, giving tax reliefs of ₹148
crore. Also, no new tax was
proposed in the budget,
presented by Mr. Desai in
the State Assembly here on
the second day of its Bud-
get Session.

Mr. Desai informed the
House that the budget out-
lay of ₹3,70,250 crore for
2025-26 indicates an in-
crease of ₹37,785 crore, or
11.3%, compared to the
previous �scal.

The State government
proposed a tax relief of
₹148 crore in the form of re-
duction in stamp duty on
mortgage deeds and on
motor vehicle tax on elec-
tric vehicles.

In his budgetary ad-
dress, Mr. Desai an-
nounced a host of new
schemes and projects and
said the budget was based
on �ve pillars — social se-
curity, human resource de-
velopment, infrastructure
development, green
growth and development
of economic activities.

Mr. Desai said the State
government has prepared
a road map for ‘Viksit Guja-

rat 2047’ to realise Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision. 

To transform Gujarat in-
to a developed and prospe-
rous State, six growth
hubs, including Surat Eco-
nomic Region will be deve-
loped, he said. For this, re-
gional economic plans for
Ahmedabad, Vadodara.,
Rajkot, Coastal Saurashtra
region and Kutch are being
prepared to facilitate the
comprehensive and ba-
lanced economic develop-
ment of the State, an-
nounced Mr. Desai.

Under the ‘Garvi Gujarat
High Speed Corridor’ pro-
ject, 12 new high-speed
corridors of 1,367 kilo-
metres will be developed.
Also, two green�eld ex-
pressways will be deve-
loped in Gujarat, an-
nounced Mr. Desai.

Gujarat Budget
proposes tax relief 
totalling ₹148 crore

Finance Minister Kanu Desai

presents the Budget in the

Assembly on Thursday. PTI

Press Trust of India
GANDHINAGAR

The Muslim community in
Sujanpur Tira town in Hi-
machal Pradesh have with-
drawn their objection to a
proposed Maharana Pratap
statue outside a mosque.

Nagar Parishad execu-
tive o�cer Ajmer Thakur
on Thursday said the Mus-
lim Sudhar Sabha support-
ed the installation of the
statue and some members
of the community may
even participate in the in-
stallation ceremony.

This comes barely two
days after a delegation of
the Muslim community
submitted a memorandum
to the Hamirpur adminis-
tration, asking it not to in-

stall a Maharana Pratap sta-
tue in the park being built
outside the mosque at
ward no 4.

Reacting to the memo-
randum, the Vishva Hindu
Parishad called on the ad-
ministration to not go back
on its decision to install the

statue at the approved
spot. The town was on
edge over the develop-
ments and the Deputy
Commissioner had asked
the Sub-Divisional Magis-
trate to look into the issue.

Mr. Thakur said that the
head of Muslim Sudhar
Sabha, Nizamuddin, and
members of the committee
had come to his o�ce on
Wednesday and gave a let-
ter saying “many people
are in support of installing
the statue”.

According to Mr. Tha-
kur, the committee’s head
said they wanted the two
communities to live peace-
fully. Committee members
also said they will take back
the application opposing
the statue, he added.

Muslim delegation withdraws
objection to Maharana Pratap
statue in Himachal town
Press Trust of India
HAMIRPUR (H.P.)

The head of Muslim
Sudhar Sabha and
members of the
committee gave a letter
saying many people are
in support of installing
the statue

AJMER THAKUR
Nagar Parishad executive o�cer

The Opposition Congress
MLAs staged a walkout in
the Rajasthan Assembly on
Thursday after the govern-
ment’s statement on the al-
legation that Cabinet Minis-
ter Kirodi Lal Meena was
under surveillance and his
phone was tapped. Minis-
ter of State for Home Jawa-
har Singh Bedham denied
the charge in his statement.

Speaking after Zero
Hour, Mr. Bedham said a
statement from Mr. Meena
had appeared in the media,
in which he talked about
his phone being kept on
surveillance. “I assure the
House with full responsibil-
ity that Mr. Meena’s phone
has not been intercepted
by the government. He has
also publicly denied having
made the charge,” he said.

Mr. Meena’s remarks at a
public event at Amagarh
temple near Jaipur had led
to an embarrassment to the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Par-

ty and caused a turmoil in
the State Assembly for the
entire day on February 7.
The maverick leader had
tendered resignation from
the State Cabinet in June
2024. The BJP issued a
show-cause notice to him
after his charge, to which
he replied last week.

Mr. Bedham said the te-
lephone interception was
allowed under the law only
for security of the State,
maintaining public order

and preventing crimes.
“Even in the exceptional
circumstances when a
phone has to be tapped, it
involves a lengthy proce-
dure for seeking mandato-
ry approvals at di�erent le-
vels,” he said.

Congress dissatis�ed 
However, the members in
the Opposition benches
were not satis�ed with the
Minister’s reply. Leader of
the Opposition Tika Ram

Jully said Mr. Meena had
not denied making the
phone tapping charges but
had only said that speaking
about it at a public gather-
ing was a mistake. “Con-
trary to Mr. Bedham’s as-
sertion, Kirodi Ji said he
had inputs [about tap-
ping]”, Mr. Jully said.

“It seems there is a lack
of trust between Mr. Meena
and the government. Mr.
Meena had said a few
months ago that the Chief
Minister suspected that he
could create disruption in
the Rising Rajasthan Global
Investment Summit,” Mr.
Jully said.

The Congress demand-
ed the State government to
take action against Mr.
Meena for making false
allegations.

Mr. Jully asked why Mr.
Meena’s resignation, pend-
ing since long, was not ac-
cepted. As the treasury
members started shouting
at the Opposition, the Con-
gress members staged a
walkout.

Congress walks out of Rajasthan House
over Minister’s phone tapping charge 
The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

Minister Kirodi Lal Meena’s remarks at a public event near Jaipur

had led to an embarrassment to the ruling BJP. FILE PHOTO

Uttarakhand Finance Minister Premchand
Aggrawal on Thursday presented in the Assembly
a budget of over ₹1 lakh crore for 2025-26 with an
emphasis on innovation, agriculture,
connectivity and infrastructure development.
The total budget size has been increased by 13%
compared to budgetary allocation of ₹89,000
crore for the current �scal. Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami said that the budget is
based on the Prime Minister’s basic mantra
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas and
Sabka Prayas’ and it will prove to be a milestone
in the development of Uttarakhand. PTI

Uttarakhand budget lays
focus on infra, innovation
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Ahead of the municipal
elections in Haryana, the
State Congress unit on
Thursday expelled seven
leaders for “anti-party ac-
tivities”. A few of these
leaders have already joined
the Bharatiya Janata Party
after they were denied the
party’s ticket for mayoral
elections.

Prominent among those
expelled include Tarlochan
Singh and Ashok Khurana,
both former district com-
mittee presidents, and Ram
Niwas Rara, who had un-
successfully contested the
Hisar Assembly election
last year on the Congress
ticket.

Both Mr. Singh and Mr.
Khurana had recently
joined the BJP in the pre-
sence of Chief Minister
Nayab Saini after they were
denied ticket for the
mayor’s election to Karnal
municipal corporation. 

Harvinder alias Lovely,
the State general secretary
of the Congress’s Sche-
duled Caste Department,
has been expelled after he
withdrew his nomination
from Gurugram municipal

corporation’s Ward 22 on
Wednesday, paving the way
for the BJP’s candidate vic-
tory. Ram Kishan Sain, also
expelled by the Congress,
was seeking ticket for the
mayor’s election to the Gu-
rugram municipal
corporation.

Similarly, Pradeep
Chaudhary, North Zone Co-
ordination Committee
member, and former dis-
trict Youth Congress presi-
dent Madhu Chaudhary,
have been expelled. While
Mr. Chaudhary had alleged
corruption in ticket distri-
bution, Ms. Chaudhary has
�led her nomination for the
mayor’s post from Yamuna
Nagar municipal corpora-
tion after she was denied
ticket by the party.

Congress expels 7 leaders for
‘anti-party activities’ ahead of
Haryana municipal elections
The Hindu Bureau
GURUGRAM

Prominent among
those expelled
include Tarlochan
Singh, Ashok
Khurana and Ram
Niwas Rara

The Jharkhand Academic
Council ( JAC) on Thursday
cancelled the Class 10 board
exam for two subjects –
Science and Hindi – follow-
ing the alleged leak of ques-
tion papers of these two
subjects in advance on so-
cial media.

JAC Chairman Natwa
Hansda said when the ques-
tion papers were opened at
9.45 a.m., they matched
with those circulating on so-
cial media.

“All the students related
to the Secondary Examina-
tion 2025, their parents,
concerned principals,
centre superintendents and
related o�cials are in-
formed that the Hindi exam
held in the �rst shift on Fe-
bruary 18 and the Matric

Science subject exam held
in the �rst shift on February
20 are cancelled. Informa-
tion regarding the date of
re-exam will be given later,”
a JAC noti�cation stated.

Chief Secretary Alka Ti-
wari held a high-level meet-
ing after the matter came to
light. Mr. Hansda also or-
dered the Deputy Commis-
sioners of Koderma and Gi-
ridih to investigate the
matter as the news of the
paper leak had �rst come
from these two districts.
The JAC has sought a report
from the district adminis-
trations within 24 hours.

Jharkhand cancels two
exam papers over leak
Amit Bhelari
PATNA

The JAC has sought 
a report from the
DMs of Koderma 
and Giridih within 
24 hours

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin on Thursday
sought the intervention of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in releasing the funds
due to Tamil Nadu under
the Samagra Shiksha
scheme.

Reiterating the State’s
position on the two-lan-
guage policy, he wanted
the funds released “with-
out linking” it to the imple-
mentation of the National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020. 

Linking the two Central-
ly sponsored schemes —
Samagra Shiksha and the
NEP exemplar PM SHRI
schools — was “fundamen-
tally unacceptable”, Mr.
Stalin said, adding that the
Union government using
the release of funds as a
“pressure tactic to coerce a
State” into adopting Cen-
trally mandated pro-
grammes against its own
time-tested State policies

was a “blatant violation of
cooperative federalism”.

Mr. Stalin said it would
“grossly undermine the
States’ rights to shape their
own education policies,
based on a State’s speci�c
needs”. 

Due to the non-release
of funds under the ongoing
programme, several vital
components towards
teacher salaries, student
welfare programmes, in-
clusive education initia-
tives, RTE reimbursements
for underprivileged stu-

dents, and transport for
students in remote areas
had been jeopardised, he
said. 

₹2,152 crore pending
“In the interest of coopera-
tive federalism and the
welfare of lakhs of students
and teachers, I urge you to
intervene in this matter,”
he said, addressing Mr. Mo-
di. Pending funds to the
tune of ₹2,152 crore under
Samagra Shiksha for Tamil
Nadu for 2024-25 had to be
released immediately,

without linking it to the im-
plementation of NEP 2020,
to “dissipate the unrest
caused due to this issue”,
he said.

Expressing deep con-
cern over recent remarks
by the Union Minister for
Education that Samagra
Shiksha funds for Tamil
Nadu would not be re-
leased till the State imple-
mented the NEP in its enti-
rety and adopted the
three-language policy, Mr.
Stalin said it created “im-
mense anxiety and unrest”
among students, political
parties, and the general
public in the State.

“For many decades, Ta-
mil Nadu has been stead-
fast in its two-language pol-
icy, which is deeply rooted
in our educational and so-
cial milieu,” Mr. Stalin said,
and pointed out that Tamil
Nadu had been exempted
from implementing The
O�cial Languages Act,
1963, as mentioned in The
O�cial Languages Rules,
1976.

Tamil Nadu CM seeks Modi’s intervention
in releasing Samagra Shiksha funds 
The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin wants the funds released ‘without linking’

it to the implementation of NEP 2020. FILE PHOTO
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A
n accident victim
from Kerala gave a
new lease of life to

many, thanks to a major or-
gan retrieval and transpor-
tation operation facilitated
by a Bengaluru hospital on
February 19, involving
health facilities in other
parts of India.

According to a press re-
lease, the donor, a serving
soldier on leave, su�ered
severe head injuries in the
road accident at Kasaragod
in Kerala. He was shifted to
the Command Hospital Air
Force Bangalore (CHAFB)
for treatment on February
17 and was subsequently
declared brain dead. After
his relatives sel�essly

agreed to donate his or-
gans, in coordination with
the Jeevasarthakathe, Kar-
nataka’s State Organ and
Tissue Transplant Authori-
ty, an organ-retrieval team
�ew in from the Army Hos-
pital (Research and Refer-
ral), New Delhi, on an In-
dian Air Force aircraft. 

The team retrieved the

soldier’s corneas, liver, and
kidneys. One of his kidneys
was transplanted locally at
the CHAFB. A team from
Chennai arrived on �ight
to retrieve the heart and
the lungs for the MGM and
Gleneagles hospitals res-
pectively to help patients
in need, the release added.

To ensure seamless

transportation, the CHAFB
closely coordinated with
the Bengaluru Police to es-
tablish a “green corridor”,
which facilitated swift and
uninterrupted transfer of
organs from the operation
theatre to the airport, sig-
ni�cantly reducing time
and preserving organ via-
bility, the release said.

“This is the �rst time or-
gans were transported to
multiple cities, underscor-
ing the growing collabora-
tion between military and
civilian medical institu-
tions in addressing critical
healthcare needs,” it ad-
ded. The CHAFB has been
a key institution in organ
donation initiatives and
has previously conducted
multiple organ retrieval
procedures, it said.

Multi-State organ retrieval
operation saves many lives

Lifeline: The team behind the organ retrieval and transportation, at

the Command Hospital Air Force Bangalore. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

A soldier from Kerala was declared brain dead after an accident; in an operation facilitated by a

Bengaluru hospital, his corneas, liver, kidney, heart and lungs reached recipients in other cities 

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Nagavelli Rajalinga Murthy,
47, husband of the former
municipal councillor Sara-
la, and also a social activist,
was allegedly stabbed to
death by masked assailants
in the heart of Bhupalpally
in Telangana on Wednes-
day night.

The gruesome murder
of Murthy, who had �led a
petition in the local court

against the persons at the
helm in the previous Bha-
rat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
government last year over
the sinking of piers of the
Medigadda barrage of Ka-
leshwaram Lift Irrigation
Project (KLIP) during the
BRS rule, has sent shock
waves in the coal town.

The family members of
the deceased blamed some
local leaders of the BRS of
masterminding Murthy’s
murder, a charge rejected

outright by the BRS former
MLA Gandra Venkatarama-
na Reddy.

The relatives staged a
sit-in on the highway in the
town late on Wednesday
demanding a discreet en-
quiry to unravel what they
termed as a ‘conspiracy’
behind the chilling mur-
der. Sarala, wife of the de-
ceased, on Thursday
lodged a complaint with
the Bhupalpally police. She
accused Renukuntla San-

jeev, Pingali Srimanth,
Kothuri Kumar and anoth-
er person of stabbing her
husband to death over a
land dispute.

Ms. Sarala told the me-
dia that her husband “was
brutally killed by the assai-
lants at the instance of the
BRS local leaders for wag-
ing a legal battle against
corruption”.

Based on her complaint,
the Bhupalpally police
have registered a case. 

Ex-councillor’s husband killed in Telangana;
family points �ngers at local leaders of BRS
The Hindu Bureau
JAYASHANKAR BHUPALPALLY

The Kerala government
gained political mileage on
Thursday by bringing to-
gether leaders from four
States and across the polit-
ical spectrum to oppose
the Draft UGC (Minimum
Quali�cations for Appoint-
ment and Promotion of
Teachers and Academic
Sta� in Universities and
Colleges and Measures for
the Maintenance of Stan-
dards in Higher Education)
Regulations, 2025, but the
conspicuous absence of
most Vice-Chancellors
from State-run universities
stuck out like a sore
thumb. 

The absence highlighted
the strained relationship
between the government
and the interim V-Cs, ap-
pointed by former Gover-
nor Arif Mohammed Khan. 

Some V-Cs had earlier
expressed reservations ov-
er a circular issued by the
Principal Secretary of
Higher Education for un-
iversity participation in the
convention “against” the
draft regulations. The di-
rective sparked objection-
s.Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan intervened and the
event was subsequently re-
positioned as a forum for
discussing the UGC regula-
tions with the word
“against” omitted from of-
�cial communication.

Referring to the V-Cs’
absence, Higher Education
Minister R. Bindu said they
would have attended had
they possessed a sense of
propriety. 

Absence of
V-Cs of Kerala
universities at
meet raises
eyebrows 

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The High Court of Karnata-
ka on Thursday reserved
its verdict on the petitions
�led by Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah’s wife, B.M. Par-
vathi, and Urban Develop-
ment Minister Byrathi
Suresh, who have ques-
tioned the legality of the
summons issued to them
by the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) in connection
with the case of illegal al-
lotment of sites by the My-
suru Urban Development
Authority (MUDA).

Meanwhile, the ED
made it clear to the court
that its investigation in the
MUDA case was not con-
�ned to only the allegation
of allotment of 14 sites ille-
gally to Ms. Parvathi but al-
so the illegal allotment of
hundreds of sites by MUDA
to various individuals.

Additional Solicitor
General K. Arvind Kamath
on behalf of the ED said,
even though Ms. Parvathi
has returned the 14 sites to
MUDA, this action of hers
does not change the cha-
racter of the sites as “pro-
ceeds of crime”. He also
clari�ed that the ED, at this
stage, is not bound to state
whether she has been sum-
moned to record her state-
ment as a witness or an ac-
cused as it would depend
on the evidences collected
in the investigation.

Justice M. Nagaprasan-
na, who heard the argu-
ments, reserved the ver-
dict on the separate
petitions �led by Ms. Par-
vathi and Mr. Suresh.

MUDA case:
HC reserves
verdict on
pleas of CM’s
wife, Minister

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu and Deputy Chief Minister K. Pawan
Kalyan met Union Minister of Jal Shakti C.R. Patil
in New Delhi on Thursday. Mr. Naidu said they
requested speedy reimbursement of the
expenditure incurred on the construction of
Polavaram left and right canals, and sought
support to complete the project soon. He also
requested Mr. Patil to extend support for the
Polavaram Banakacherla link project, which is
aimed at transferring 200 tmcft of �oodwater
from Godavari at Polavaram to Banakacherla
through a link canal.

Chandrababu Naidu, Pawan
meet Union Minister C.R. Patil 

INBRIEF
�

A Bengaluru-based woman was arrested with 60
gram of MDMA in Hyderabad on Wednesday in a
joint operation by the Cyberabad Police and the
Telangana Anti-Narcotics Bureau. The accused
was identi�ed as Shatabdi Manna, a 24-year-old
unemployed resident of Sola Devanahalli in
Bengaluru and a native of Jharkhand. The seized
MDMA was valued at ₹6 lakh. Probe agencies said
she was part of an inter-State drug syndicate
operating under Warren Kokarango, a suspected
Nigerian national, who remains at large.

Woman held with MDMA in
Hyderabad; supplier at large

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy
appeared before a special court in Hyderabad on
Thursday in connection with multiple cases,
including alleged violations of the Model Code of
Conduct during past elections. During
examination, he denied the allegations and opted
for trial in the cases. The court scheduled the
cases for hearings on di�erent dates. Earlier, the
court had issued summons to Mr. Reddy and
others in connection with poll code violations
and certain remarks against the police. PTI

Telangana CM appears before
special court in multiple cases

Rallying point

Novel demand: Folk artists perform at a rally taken out by the Left parties in Hyderabad on Thursday, urging the Congress government to

fulfil its election promises. G. RAMAKRISHNA

Southern Railway authori-
ties were recently caught
o� guard by a sudden in-
crease in positive breatha-
lyser results among loco pi-
lots during mandatory
tests before start of duty.
However, subsequent
blood tests at the chemical
examiner’s laboratory re-
vealed that alcohol content
in almost all blood samples
was nearly zero.

This has forced the
Southern Railway, Thiruva-
nanthapuram, to issue a
circular instructing all run-
ning sta� (loco pilots) to
avoid consumption of ho-
moeo medicine, soft
drinks and tender coconut

water, plantain, cough sy-
rup, mouthwash and so on
before signing on for duty.
The circular grabbed hea-
dlines and has been trolled
on social media platforms.

However, sources in
Railways told The Hindu

that a section of loco pilots
seemed to be taking Rail-
ways for a ride by consum-
ing products such as
mouthwash and cough sy-
rup shortly before the test
to give false readings. 

Railways cannot employ
loco pilots for duty if the
presence of alcohol is de-
tected. 

This causes strain on the
crew links of Railways as
the utility will have to ar-
range additional sta� in a
short period of time. 

Positive breathalyser
results among loco
pilots ba�e o�cials
Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A
n open website
fully devoted to
Malayalam and its

literature with a vast
collection of useful
resources for teachers,
students, and language
lovers. What
thaalilakkam.in has in
store is that and much
more.

The website has
sections such as library,
‘bhasha’ (language),
‘sahityam’ (literature),
‘puthiyava’ (what is new),
‘mattullava’ (others),
‘kalakal’ (arts), and links to
websites of various
platforms working for the

promotion of Malayalam. 
The library section has

online (Malayalam,
Sanskrit, and Tamil
literary works) and o�ine
(pdf versions of Malayalam
books, links to
‘Granthapura’ website,
titles sourced from the
digital library of the Kerala
Sahitya Akademi, among

others) options. 
The ‘bhasha’ section

has dictionaries and
Malayalam grammar
books. ‘Sahityam’ has
articles on language and
literature; poems and
essays that appeared on
defunct magazines;
research papers from
various universities; book

reviews; and links to the
websites of writers. The
‘mattullava’ section has
information on the literary
works of eminent writers,
apart from proverbs and
riddles. ‘Kalakal’ has
details on art museums in
Europe, U.S. and U.K.,
Asia, and Australia, and
information on Kathakali
songs, among others. 

M.K. Praveen Varma,
who is behind the
initiative, says the website
was started in December
2020 to help Malayalam
literature grow in the
cyberspace. “Acquiring
knowledge is the right of
every individual and its
distribution should be free
for everyone,” he says. 

Turning a page in Malayalam in cyberspace 

A.S. Jayanth
KOZHIKODE

Devoted to Malayalam language and its literature, open website thaalilakkam.in, started in the

year 2020, has a vast collection of useful resources for teachers, students, and language lovers

In a strategic move, the
Karnataka BJP rebels —
who have created a �utter
in the party through public
tirades by their leaders
against the party State lea-
dership — have reportedly
now decided to adopt a
“cautious approach”.

The decision is learnt to
have been taken at a meet-
ing of the party rebel lead-
ers that was held here on
Thursday. According to
sources, the meeting was
of the view that they
should desist from making
frequent statements
through the media as that
would project them as vio-

lating the party discipline.
The meeting felt that

they would not tone down
the intensity of their strug-
gle, but would communi-
cate with the party high
command, instead of issu-
ing media statements.

The decision taken
when just a few days are
left for the election of the
new State president for the
party is being seen as a
“strategic” one to avoid be-
ing projected as violators
of party discipline.

Before the meeting,
MLA R. Patil Yatnal lashed
out at party State president
B.Y. Vijayendra and said
neither him nor his father
(B.S. Yediyurappa) can do
any harm to him.

Karnataka BJP rebels
now decide to adopt
a ‘cautious approach’ 
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment is �nalising a com-
pensation package for the
people who will be a�ect-
ed by the proposed second
airport project for Chennai
at Parandur in Kancheepu-
ram district.

As pointed out by State
Finance Minister Thangam
Thennarasu on various oc-
casions, the government’s
idea is to provide a com-
pensation to the project-af-
fected people (PAP). It
would be higher than the
market price of the lands
that have been identi�ed
for the project.

More than envisaged
In this regard, the govern-
ment is working out the
compensation in such a
manner that the eventual
amount would be more
than what the compensa-
tion package had envis-
aged under the Right to
Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Ac-
quisition, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement Act,

2013. It is learnt that the
proposed package will be
unveiled “at an appro-
priate time”. 

According to the law,
one of the components of
the package is to multiply
the market value by a fac-
tor of one in case of urban
areas, and by one to two
for rural areas depending
on the distance of the pro-
ject site from urban areas. 

Apart from the base va-
lue of the land and other
assets, land owners get a
100% solatium and a 12%
additional market value or
interest. 

In an interview with The

Hindu in January, the Fi-
nance Minister said that
the State government had
also planned to rehabilitate
the PAPs to protect their li-
velihood. 

In October 2023, the
State issued an order giv-
ing administrative sanction
for the acquisition of about
3,774 acres of patta lands.
As the total extent of land
required is approximately
5,746 acres, the remaining
portion would be the go-
vernment’s. 

Better deal: The State Finance Minister had said the government’s

idea was to provide a compensation higher than the market price of

the land identified for the airport project. FILE PHOTO

T. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

Airport project: T.N.
to provide relief for
local landowners
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M
anipur Governor
Ajay Kumar Bhal-
la on Thursday

appealed to members of all
communities to surrender
looted police weapons and
illegally held arms at the
nearest police station with-
in seven days. He said if the
weapons were not surren-
dered, strict action would
follow for possession of
arms.

Manipur came under
President’s Rule on Febru-
ary 13.

In a statement, Mr. Bhal-
la said, “People of Mani-
pur, both in Valley and
Hills, have su�ered im-
mense hardship for the last
20 months due to a series
of unfortunate incidents af-
fecting peace and commu-
nal harmony.”

He said that in the grea-
ter interest of restoring
normalcy, all communities

in the State must come for-
ward to ensure the cessa-
tion of hostilities and main-
tenance of peace and order
in the society.

‘Powerful gesture’
“It is in this regard that I
sincerely request the peo-
ple of all communities,
particularly the youths in

the Valley and Hills, to vo-
luntarily come forward
and surrender looted and
illegally held weapons and
ammunition to the nearest
police station/outpost/se-
curity forces camp within
next seven days, with ef-
fect from today [Thurs-
day]. Your single act of re-
turning these weapons can

be a powerful gesture to-
wards ensuring peace. I
want to assure you that no
punitive action would be
initiated if such weapons
are returned within the
stipulated time. Thereaf-
ter, strict action will be ta-
ken for possession of such
weapons,” Mr. Bhalla said.

He said the government
was committed to ensuring
a peaceful resolution of the
situation and safeguarding
the future of the youth.
“Let us rebuild our State
together with hope and
trust for a brighter future.
Come forward and choose
peace,” the Governor
appealed.

More than 6,000 police
weapons were looted after
ethnic violence erupted in
the State on May 3, 2023.
Though similar appeals to
surrender weapons were
made earlier also by the
State government, only
2,000 weapons could be
recovered from the public.

Surrender looted arms
in 7 days or face action,
says Manipur Governor 

Action ahead: Manipur Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla seen during

his meeting with top o�icials on February 17. PTI

Ajay Kumar Bhalla emphasises the need for peace and urges all communities to work towards

restoring normalcy in the State; he says the government is committed to a peaceful resolution

The Hindu Bureau
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday ap-
pealed to the last of the re-
maining insurgent groups
active in Northeast India to
lay down arms and join the
mainstream. 

He also said by 2027, all
the northeastern States
will be connected by air
and rail.

Mr. Shah said that since
2014, more than 10,500
militants have laid down
arms in the Northeast and
12 peace accords have been
signed in the region bet-
ween 2019 and 2024. He
said that many disputes
had been going on in the
region for decades, but the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment took two steps for-
ward and made the youth
believe that a lot of oppor-
tunities were available for
them.

The Minister attended
the “Unity Utsav — One
Voice, One Nation” event
organised by Assam Ri�es.
Many dignitaries including
the Director-General of As-
sam Ri�es. Lieutenant-
General Vikas Lakhera.
were present.

The Minister said 212
teams and 1,500 students
took part in the sports
competitions in the event
and more than 150 stu-
dents also participated in
the cultural programmes.
He said that today most of
the prizes had been
bagged by Manipur, which
shows the importance of
sports in the State. He said
that keeping in mind the
popularity of sports in the
Northeast, Prime Minister
Modi decided to establish
the country’s �rst sports
university in Manipur.

He expressed con�-
dence that in 2036, India
will host the Olympic
Games, and the country
will be in the top 10 with
the Northeastern States
playing a key role in this
achievement.

Amit Shah appeals to
Northeast insurgents
to join mainstream 

Amit Shah 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In�ltration along the Ban-
gladesh border has “gone
down substantially” after
the political developments
in the neighbouring coun-
try in August 2024, Border
Security Force (BSF) chief
Daljit Singh Chawdhary
said on Thursday. He furth-
er said the Border Guards
Bangladesh (BGB) stood
shoulder to shoulder with
the BSF to maintain peace
and tranquillity through-
out the “crisis” period.

After the fall of the
Sheikh Hasina government
on August 3, 2024, the BSF
and BGB held their Direc-
tor General-level talks for
the �rst time from Febru-
ary 16 to 20. The meeting
concluded with the signing
of a joint record of
discussions.

The BGB Director-Gen-
eral, Major General Ashra-
fuzzaman Siddiqui, said
that reports of attacks on

Hindus and other minori-
ties in the neighbouring
country were an exaggera-
tion and that the law and
order incidents were part
of a political problem.

Responding to a ques-
tion by The Hindu on the
issue, he said, “To be hon-
est, such attacks on minor-
ities per se did not happen.
The substantiation of that
was the recently held Dur-
ga Puja. For example, the
law enforcement agencies
of Bangladesh were very
precisely and strictly

tasked by the government
so that the Hindu com-
munity could perform the
festival. To elaborate on
this, BGB jurisdiction is
within 8 km of the Interna-
tional Boundary, we have
several puja mandaps
where BGB personnel pro-
vide security. Overall, the
law-and-order situation
was not on minority, it may
be some kind of political
problem.”

The border-guarding
forces of India and Bangla-
desh agreed to share real-

time information and in-
vestigation reports of hu-
man tra�ckers to ensure
e�ective border manage-
ment without deaths on
either side, a statement by
the BSF said. The BSF and
BGB will also begin joint in-
spections of areas to re-
solve the issues of fencing.

The BSF had raised the
issue of attacks on its per-
sonnel at the meeting. Mr.
Chawdhary said, “We
raised the issue of attack
on BSF personnel. We
share the responsibility to
secure the sanctity of the
border. At the same time,
the Government of India
follows non-lethal (wea-
pon) strategy at the border
with Bangladesh. At times,
taking advantage of night
cover, some miscreants try
to enter our territory by
breaching the fence. We do
not use unnecessary lethal
force against anybody but
when the circumstances
come, in self-defence we
need to use lethal force as a

last resort and we exercise
that power with full res-
traint. During this meeting,
we urged the BGB that the
border remains absolutely
secure and no in�ltration
happens on the border so
that such incidents do not
happen.”

The BGB chief said there
was no discussion on
changing the 1975 border
agreement with India. He
stated that any kind of per-
manent construction with-
in 150 yards of the interna-
tional border was not
allowed. “There are some
development works taking
place on both sides and
concurrence of both sides
are taken and due to some
communication gaps, if
one of the forces is not in-
formed, then objection is
raised from the other side.
If it happens on the Indian
side, BGB raises objections
and vice versa and then we
stop that work and resolve
the issue mutually,” he
said.

In�ltration has ‘gone down substantially’ after
change of Bangladesh regime, says BSF chief
Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Crucial step: The border-guarding forces agreed to share real-time

information and investigation reports of tra�ickers. FILE PHOTO

Barely a month after the
Centre’s decision to allow
the export of 10 lakh
tonnes of sugar, the Indian
Sugar and Bio-Energy Ma-
nufacturers Association
(ISMA) has claimed that al-
most ₹21,096 crore of ar-
rears due to sugarcane
farmers have been paid.

Terming the opening up
of sugar exports as a “won-
derful decision”, ISMA di-
rector-general Deepak Bal-
lani said the foreign
exchange that sugar mill-
ers had received is being
used to clear the arrears. 

According to data pro-
vided by ISMA, as on Fe-
bruary 17, the total amount
payable is ₹61,848 crore of
which the arrears are just
₹14,038 crore. “In January,
69% of the payments were
made, but in February, this

has increased to 77.3%,”
Mr. Ballani said, adding
that ₹21,096 crore was paid
within the last month.

The Centre allowed su-
gar exports to resume on
January 21. Many farmers
are watching the policy
change with suspicion. The
leader of the All India Ki-
san Sabha D.P. Singh said
the bene�ts have not
reached the farmers.
“Look at the State-advised

price (SAP) of sugarcane in
Uttar Pradesh. It has not
been changed for the last
three years. When they an-
nounced the new SAP on
Tuesday, we hoped that
there will be some in-
crease, but it is unchanged
at ₹370 per quintal. There
is huge increase in the in-
put cost,” he said, adding
that the government’s poli-
cies are in favour of the su-
gar millers. 

Sugar exports helped in
clearing arrears to cane
farmers, says millers body
A.M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

A file photo of a vendor arranging a price tag over a sack filled with

sugar at a wholesale vegetable market in Ahmedabad. REUTERS 

The Defence Ministry on
Thursday signed two con-
tracts worth ₹1,917.47 crore
for the procurement of 149
software-de�ned radios
(SDR) for the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) and 1,868
rough terrain forklift
trucks (RTFLT) for the
three Services.

The contract for 149
SDRs is with defence pu-
blic sector undertaking
Bharat Electronics Limited
(BEL), Bengaluru at a total
cost of ₹1,220.12 crore. “In-
duction of SDRs marks the
transition from present
single purpose radios to
multi-band, multi-mode
and multi-role radios of the
future. ICG units require
high-speed secure commu-
nication along with secure
networking capability for
seamless information ex-
change for coordinated op-
erations at sea,” the Minis-
try said. 

“SDRs will enable se-

cure and reliable informa-
tion sharing, situational
awareness and network-
centric operations through
high-speed data and se-
cure voice communication
capability.”

The SDRs are indige-
nously designed, deve-
loped, and manufactured
providing a signi�cant
boost to the country’s ma-

nufacturing capabilities for
advanced military-grade
communication systems.
The statement added that
this will strengthen the
ICG’s capability to ful�l its
core responsibilities in-
cluding maritime law en-
forcement, search and res-
cue operations, �sheries
protection, and marine en-
vironment protection. Ad-

ditionally, these radios will
enhance interoperability
for joint operations with
the Indian Navy.

Critical equipment
The other contract for
1,868 RTFLTs at a total cost
of ₹697.35 crore was signed
with ACE Limited and JCB
India Limited. It is a critical
equipment which will as-
sist in various combat and
logistics support tasks by
avoiding manual handling
of an enormous number of
stores thereby enhancing
the operational e�ective-
ness of the three Services.

The present case being a
buy Indian case will en-
hance national defence
equipment manufacturing
capabilities, the Ministry
said in another statement
adding that this project has
immense potential of di-
rect and indirect employ-
ment generation by encou-
raging Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises sector
through component manu-
facturing.

Defence Ministry signs contracts worth
₹1,917 crore for radios, forklift trucks 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Ministry o�icials sign contracts with ACE Ltd. and JCB India in the

presence of Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh. PTI

Union Social Justice Minis-
ter Virendra Kumar on
Thursday said the govern-
ment would set up an “Am-
bedkar Chair” at the Un-
iversity of Mumbai, which
would promote research
on B.R. Ambedkar’s contri-
butions and his vision for
the nation.

He was speaking at an
event held as part of the
Samvidhan Amrit Mahot-
sav, being organised by the
government to commemo-
rate 75 years of the adop-
tion of Constitution.

The Minister said, “We
must recognise that while
we focus on our rights, we
must equally embrace our
duties towards society.
This balance is essential for
the true realisation of the
democracy Dr. Ambedkar
dreamt of.”

“Dr. Ambedkar’s jour-
ney from a student in this
very institution to becom-
ing the architect of our
Constitution is a testament
to his determination and
vision for India. His work
did not just provide a legal
framework but envisioned
a social and economic de-

mocracy that is still the
guiding force behind the
government’s policies.”

New coaching centre
Mr. Kumar said the univer-
sity would also get a dedi-
cated coaching centre to
prepare students from
marginalised communities
for competitive examina-
tions. Two new hostels
would also be set up.

Ministry Secretary Amit
Yadav, said: “This event is a
reminder of the powerful
role Mumbai University
has played in India’s legal
and social evolution. One
of the �nest leaders this
university produced was
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar,
who not only earned his
degree here but also
taught, leaving behind a le-
gacy of change.” 

‘Ambedkar Chair’ will
be set up at University
of Mumbai: Minister
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Virendra Kumar 

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday alleged
that NGOs aligned with the
Congress and against
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi have attempted to in-
�uence elections in India,
citing the remarks of U.S.
President Donald Trump
about the previous Biden
administration’s decision
to allocate $21 million to
fund “voter turnout” in
India.

Former Union Minister
and BJP leader Ravi Shan-
kar Prasad sought to draw
a link between Mr.
Trump’s comments and
certain remarks made by
Rahul Gandhi, the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, during a recent
foreign visit.

“It is a matter of shame
what the Congress has
done. Rahul Gandhi has
made a joke of Indian de-
mocracy abroad and
sought help from democra-

cies abroad. It means he
sought support to help him
win as the Congress keeps
losing elections,” Mr. Pra-
sad said.

Foreign fund in�uence
He said that the U.S. Presi-
dent had con�rmed that
$21 million was being given
to in�uence “voter tur-
nout” in India. “Rahul
Gandhi used to go abroad
and say that democratic

countries do not worry
about the ‘threats’ to In-
dian democracy…” he al-
leged. “If people do not
vote for them, they con-
spire to use foreign money
to in�uence the elections
in India and defame Indian
democracy. We condemn
it outright, this blatant fo-
reign money interference
in India’s democratic pro-
cess. It is a matter of great
shame,” he said.

The BJP’s IT Cell in-
charge Amit Malviya post-
ed on X, alleging there was
a “systematic attempt to in-
�uence the 2024 general
election to ensure an alter-
nate outcome”. 

“USAID funding has
been linked to in�uencing
political outcomes, partic-
ularly during election
years. Under the UPA go-
vernment (2004–2013), the
Indian government re-
ceived $204.28 million,
while NGOs received
$2,114.96 million. Under
the NDA (2014–2024), go-
vernment funding
dropped to $1.51 million (as
of 2015), while NGO fund-
ing increased to $2,579.73
million,” he said.

“Funding for ‘Democra-
cy, Human Rights, and Go-
vernance’ spiked in 2022,
coinciding with Rahul
Gandhi’s Bharat Jodo Ya-
tra. USAID stopped fund-
ing the Government of In-
dia after 2015,” Mr. Malviya
claimed.
(With inputs from agencies)

NGOs aligned with Congress attempted
to in�uence polls in country, says BJP 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Ravi Shankar Prasad sought to draw a link between Donald Trump’s

comments and certain remarks made by Rahul Gandhi. ANI
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D
elhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta on
Thursday said that

the Cabinet had decided in
its �rst meeting to imple-
ment the Ayushman Bha-
rat Yojana, and also to ta-
ble the 14 pending
Comptroller and Auditor-
General (CAG) reports in
the Delhi Assembly.

“Two main decisions
have been taken. First, Ay-
ushman Yojana, which was
stalled by the earlier go-
vernment and because of
the AAP (Aam Aadmi Par-
ty) government, people of
Delhi did not get it. Today’s
�rst Cabinet meeting has
taken a decision to imple-
ment Ayushman Bharat
Yojana in Delhi with ₹5
lakh top-up from the Delhi
government. Also, ₹5 lakh
will be given by the Central
government. It’ll be imple-
mented as early as possi-
ble,” Ms. Gupta said, brief-
ing the media after the
Cabinet meeting. 

“Second, 14 CAG reports
which were pending and
not tabled by the earlier
government will be tabled
in the �rst Assembly ses-
sion,” she said.

Asked about the Bharati-
ya Janata Party’s campaign
promise of providing
₹2,500 a month to women,
the Chief Minister said that
it was discussed at the Ca-
binet meeting, but more

discussions were required
for taking a call on which
categories of women
would get the bene�t.

‘Will ful�l all promises’
Earlier in the day, after as-
suming o�ce, Ms. Gupta,
said, “I have taken charge
of the Chief Minister’s Of-
�ce after the oath taking.
The mission of Viksit Delhi,
to complete it, we will keep
working towards it. We
won’t wait even a single
day. And we will complete
every commitment we had
made.” 

On February 10, even
before the Chief Minster
took oath, the Chief Secre-
tary had asked all depart-
ments concerned to pre-
pare draft Cabinet notes
based on the BJP’s manifes-

to, wherever it was re-
quired. He had also asked
all departments to prepare
a “100 days’ action plan”
based on the BJP’s manifes-
to, o�cials said. 

The AAP government
not tabling the 14 CAG re-
ports had become contro-
versial with the then BJP
Opposition MLAs �ling a
petition with the Delhi
High Court in 2024. They
sought direction from the
High Court to the Speaker
to call a sitting of the As-
sembly for the tabling of
the reports.

During a hearing held
on January 13, the court
had said the CAG reports
should have been prompt-
ly placed before the As-
sembly for discussion and
the State government

“dragging its feet” on the
issue raised “doubts on its
bona �des”.

Senior AAP leader and
former Chief Minister At-
ishi alleged that the BJP has
betrayed women of Delhi
by not taking a decision on
the promise of giving them
aid. “Mr. [Narendra] Modi
and Amit Shah along with
entire BJP had promised
that in the very �rst Cabi-
net meeting they will ap-
prove the scheme of
₹2,500 per month to all
women in Delhi. It is very
sad that woman Chief Mi-
nister broke promise made
to women of Delhi,” she
said. Responding to it, Ms.
Gupta said the government
would do the work and
questioned what the AAP
did during its tenure.

Taking charge: Rekha Gupta assuming charge as Delhi Chief Minister in the presence of senior BJP

leaders at the Delhi Secretariat on Thursday. ANI 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Asked about BJP’s poll promise of giving aid for women, new CM said it was discussed at meeting, 

but more talks were required for taking a call on which categories of women would get bene�t

Delhi Cabinet decides to
implement Ayushman
Bharat, table CAG reports 

Congress president Malli-
karjun Kharge on Thurs-
day slammed the Centre
over news reports that Chi-
na was settling 90 new vil-
lages along the Arunachal
Pradesh border.

In an X post, Mr. Kharge
accused the government of
prioritising “PR stunts and
false advertisements” over
national security.

“Narendra Modiji, you
are adopting the policy of
giving a ‘red salute’ to Chi-
na instead of showing ‘red
eyes’. India’s national se-
curity, territorial sove-
reignty and integrity are
paramount, the Modi go-
vernment is putting it at
risk,” he said. 

“Our allegation is made
with great responsibility

and is based on facts. Chi-
na has started settling 90
new villages on the Aruna-
chal border. Earlier, China
had settled 628 such villag-
es on our border, accord-
ing to newspapers. The
Modi government pro-
motes the ‘Vibrant Villages
Programme’ on the border
a lot, you have exaggerated
it in Parliament. But the
truth is that 90% of the
funds of the ‘Vibrant Villag-
es Programme’ have not
been spent in the last two
years,” he said, tagging the
news reports of Chinese
activity along the border. 

He also raised the issue
of China announcing plans
to build the ‘world’s largest
dam’ on the Brahmaputra,
which could prove disas-
trous for national security,
environment, and the
northeastern States.

Govt. prioritising PR,
false ads over national
security, says Kharge 
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thursday
demanded that the Union
government bring out a
White Paper on USAID
funding of both govern-
ment and non-governmen-
tal institutions in India.

The demand comes
amid an ongoing row that
the U.S. government aid
agency had been funding
campaigns to increase vo-
ter turnout in India. On
Thursday, U.S. President
Donald Trump had ques-

tioned USAID’s alleged ex-
penditure of $21 million for
“voter turnout” in India.

“USAID is very much in
the news these days.
Claims being made by the
U.S. President are typically
nonsensical to say the
least,” Congress leader Jai-
ram Ramesh said on X. 

“Even so, the Govern-
ment of India should bring
out a White Paper at the
earliest detailing USAID’s
support to both govern-
mental and non-govern-
mental institutions in India
over the decades,” he said. 

Congress seeks White
Paper on USAID funds

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Nashik District Court
on Thursday sentenced
Maharashtra Agriculture
Minister Manikrao Kokate
and his brother Vjay Ko-
kate to two years’ impri-
sonment and imposed a
�ne of ₹50,000 on them in
a 1995 cheating case. The
court later granted bail to
Mr. Manikrao, who is set to
approach the Bombay
High Court against the
order.

The district court or-
dered the Maharashtra
Housing and Area Develop-
ment Authority and the
Deputy Collector (Urban
Land Ceiling and Regula-
tion—ULC) of Nashik to
take action to cancel the al-
lotment of �ats to the Ko-
kate brothers and restore
possession after the appeal
period is over.

Among the four ac-
cused, Popat Sonawane
and Prashant Govardhane
were acquitted.

‘Will appeal’
Mr. Mainkrao, who repre-
sents the Sinnar consti-
tuency, told presspersons
in Nashik, “I have received
bail in the case. We will go
to the High Court and �le
an appeal against the or-
der.” He alleged political
enmity with the person
who �led the petition.

The chargesheet says
the Kokate brothers
showed lower income than
the prescribed limit of be-
low 30,000 a year and
committed fraud with the
government. Popat Sona-
wane and Prashant Go-
verdhane owned �ats un-
der the scheme were

transferred to the Kokate
brothers.

The verdict comes after
a case was �led against
them for allegedly tamper-
ing with documents and
cheating in 1995. Former
Minister Tukaram Dighole
had �led a petition against
the brothers for fraudu-
lently acquiring �ats in the
Nirman View Apartment. 

The complaint was re-
lated to showing lower in-
come to purchase the
house from the govern-
ment’s 10% quota in 1995.
Mr. Dighole, a three-time
MLA and Minister from the
Congress, died in 2019.

The order mentioned,
“No doubt, Manikrao Ko-
kate being a Minister of the
State in the agriculture de-
partment may ruin his rep-
utation if he is punished.
But simultaneously, the
law cannot condone such
illegal acts merely because
the person has a reputable
position in society.”

The decision has put Mr.
Manikrao in a spot, where
his ministerial and legisla-
tive positions are at risk be-
cause any public represen-
tative sentenced to two
years or more in prison
cannot remain in o�ce.

Maharashtra Minister
convicted in cheating
case, granted bail 
Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

No doubt, Manikrao
Kokate being a Minister...
may ruin his reputation
if he is punished. The law
cannot condone such
illegal acts merely
because the person has 
a reputable position 
in society

COURT ORDER

Rush continues

No let-up: Pilgrims headed for Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj jostle to board an overcrowded train at the Patna railway station on Thursday. PTI 

Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday said
he wanted the Bahujan Sa-
maj Party (BSP) led by
Mayawati to �ght the 2024
parliamentary polls togeth-
er, adding an alliance
would have prevented the
Bharatiya Janata Party
from securing victory. 

“We wanted Behenji to
join us against the BJP but
Mayawati ji did not �ght for
some reason or the other.
If the three parties [the Sa-
majwadi Party, Congress
and the BSP] had united,
the BJP would never have
won the election,” said Mr.
Gandhi, who is on a two-
day visit to his parliamen-
tary constituency Rae Ba-
reli. 

The Congress leader

wondered why the BSP is
not contesting elections
properly in the present pe-
riod. “I must admit that
Kanshi Ram ji laid the
foundation and Behenji
carried on the work. But I
have a question, why is Be-
henji not �ghting the elec-
tions properly these days,”
asked Mr. Gandhi, address-

ing Dalit students at Mool
Bharti hostel near Bargad
Chauraha Civil Line in Rae
Bareli. 

The Congress leader ac-
cused the ruling BJP of
creating an atmosphere of
hatred in society. “The BJP
is deliberately building
hatred in the country,
aimed at dividing society.

They [BJP] talk about pa-
triotism, but real patrio-
tism is uniting the nation,”
said Mr. Gandhi, who
praised Dalits for their role
in shaping the country. 

Mayawati hits back 
Reacting sharply to Mr.
Gandhi’s comments, Ms.
Mayawati accused the Con-
gress of adopting double
standard. 

“In the States where the
Congress is strong or
where it has governments,
there is animosity and cas-
teist attitude towards the
BSP and its followers, but
in a State like Uttar Pra-
desh where the Congress is
weak, there is deceptive
talk of alliance with the
BSP, and if this is not the
double standards of that
party then what is it,” she
wrote on social media plat-
form X.

Wanted BSP to join us in �ghting
BJP in 2024 LS polls: Rahul Gandhi 
Mayank Kumar
LUCKNOW

Constituency visit: Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha

Rahul Gandhi addressing a meeting in Rae Bareli on Thursday. ANI 

A BJP legislator from north
Bengal on Thursday raised
the demand for a separate
State for the region. 

“People of north Bengal
are deprived day after day.
The demand of the people
is to either develop the re-
gion or let us live separate-
ly,” BJP MLA Sikha Chatter-
jee told presspersons in
the Assembly. “We are the
representatives of the peo-
ple. What the people say, it
needs to be conveyed here
[in the Assembly],” said

Ms. Chatterjee, the MLA
from Dabgram Phulbari
seat in Jalpaiguri district.
She also said that the re-
gion faced several issues,
including river erosion,
but the State government
was not looking into it.

The MLA had raised the
demand while participat-
ing in a discussion on the
Budget. Trinamool Con-
gress leader and Minister
Sovandeb Chattopadhyay
dismissed the demand,
stating that Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee had said
that there would be no di-
vision of the State. 

Either develop north
Bengal or grant us
Statehood: BJP MLA
The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATAThe controversy over Chief

Minister Mamata Baner-
jee’s remarks on the Maha
Kumbh continues to rage
across political circles of
the State, with Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) legisla-
tors meeting West Bengal
Governor C.V. Ananda
Bose on Thursday.

BJP MLAs led by the
Leader of the Opposition
in the State Assembly, Su-
vendu Adhikari, urged the
Governor to take measures
so that the Chief Minister’s
remarks could be ex-
punged from the proceed-

ings of the West Bengal
Assembly.

Participating in a discus-
sion in the State Assembly,
Ms. Banerjee had on Tues-
day described the Maha
Kumbh as “mrityu
Kumbh” (a Kumbh of
deaths), and alleged that
hype had been built over
the religious gathering
without much planning.

Speaking to pressper-

sons after the meeting with
the Governor, Mr. Adhikari
said that the Chief Minister
had shown no remorse ov-
er her remarks made on
the �oor of the House.

“The Governor should
direct the Speaker to ex-
punge the remarks. The
comments are an insult to
over 100 crore Hindus,”
Mr. Adhikari said, adding
that such a comment
should not remain in the
records of West Bengal As-
sembly. 

Earlier in the day, BJP le-
gislators held protests in
the House over the the
CM’s remarks.

State BJP president Su-

kanta Majumdar had on
Wednesday written to the
Governor, urging him to
expunge the remarks
made by the Chief Minister.
Ms. Banerjee during her
speech had added that she
respected “the Maha
Kumbh and maa (mother)
Ganga” but was opposed to
the hype created over the
event that had led to
deaths.

Apart from West Bengal
BJP leaders, Chief Minister
of Uttar Pradesh Yogi Adi-
tyanath and Chief Minister
of Madhya Pradesh Mohan
Yadav have criticised the
remarks made by Ms. Ba-
nerjee on the Kumbh.

Expunge Mamata’s remarks on Maha
Kumbh: BJP MLAs to Bengal Governor 
The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

Mamata had on
Tuesday described
the Maha Kumbh as
‘mrityu Kumbh’ in
the State AssemblyThe Congress on Thursday

extended its support to the
legal fraternity that is op-
posing the proposed
amendments to the Advo-
cates Act, 1961. 

In a statement, the All
India Congress Committee
department on Law, Hu-
man Rights and RTI ex-
pressed solidarity with the
lawyers. 

It noted that the pro-
posed Bill was not only
“poorly drafted” but also
failed to address the perti-

nent issues faced by the le-
gal fraternity. 

The Centre plans to
amend the Act by making
sweeping changes in the
de�nitions of a legal practi-
tioner and law graduate. 

The Law Ministry has
put the draft Bill on its
website for public feed-
back and comments. 

The party urged the
Centre to put the amend-
ments on hold until an ex-
tensive nationwide consul-
tation process was
conducted, and inputs
from relevant stakeholders
were sought.

Cong. backs protest
against amendments 
to Advocates Act
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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All rivers are considered holy, with the Ganga revered as
the holiest. Taking a holy dip in the Ganga, with the mind
completely focused on the supreme power, is the gateway
to heaven, said P. Swaminathan in a discourse.

The Ganga is considered to have the supreme property
to not merely cleanse one’s body, but also the mind.

One may wonder if a city or its holy waters can truly
possess the power to impact such changes in an ordinary
mortal. Scriptural history is replete with stories of saints
and scholars who have bene�ted thus. One such evolved
soul is Muthusamy Dikshitar, who was taken under his
wings by Yogi Chidambaranathar. Muthusamy’s father re-
luctantly agreed to let his son accompany the ascetic to
Kasi where the boy found something invaluable: the grace
of Goddess Saraswati. Muthusamy took to the life of a sish-
ya to guru Chidambaranathar like a duck to water. Intrinsi-
cally endowed with bhakti he learnt everything that the
saint taught him. Muthusamy’s mind became calm with
the spiritual exposure and with his mind set on the divine
power, his ecstatic experiences resulted in an outpouring
of devotional hymns. Realising that his sishya was fully
equipped to guide other devotees on bhakti, Chidambara-
nathar one day asked Muthusamy to stand in the waters of
the Ganga; the student did so, with his mind fully focused
on the divine, when he found something caressing his
arms. Upon opening his eyes he found a beautiful veena in
front of him, with the words Rama inscribed upon it. It
was Saraswati’s way of acknowledging his devotion. Muth-
usamy went on to become a great devotional musician,
emerging as one of the musical trinity of south India.

Ganga to purify the soul 
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The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
on Thursday took suo motu cognisance of reports
regarding the death of two persons after inhaling
toxic gas while cleaning a septic tank in
Nandigram block in Purba Medinipur district of
West Bengal. According to reports, the person
who �rst entered the septic tank to clean it cried
for help after inhaling poisonous gas. Three of his
family members rushed to rescue him but they
also inhaled the toxic gas and lost consciousness.
All four were rushed to the hospital but only two
of them survived. The Commission has issued
notices to the District Magistrate and the
Superintendent of Police, Purba Medinipur
calling for a detailed report within two weeks.

NHRC issues notice to Bengal
govt. over death of 2 workers 

Two villagers from a left-wing-extremism-a�ected
region in Chhattisgarh’s Dantewada were
murdered by Naxalites on Wednesday evening,
said the police. A senior police o�cer said that
Baman Kashyap (29) and Anis Ram Poyam (38),
both residents of Todma village in the Barsoor
Police Station limits, were found dead in a deep
jungle. Prima facie they were strangled to death,
said the police. A pamphlet of the Aaamdai Area
Committee of the East Bastar division of the
Maoists was purportedly found at the spot. A
copy of the said pamphlet that surfaced online
has named Kashyap, who worked as a guest
school teacher, as a police informer.

Two villagers killed by Naxals
in Chhattisgarh’s Dantewada 
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To solve this puzzle online, 
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Across

1 Can't gain if Stokes is out? Tempting (11)

9 Admit that debate ended early at school society (7)

10 Say, help comes in di�erent form for one that's pretty (7)

11 Question the model (5)

12 Dissect a particle with chisels in the middle (9)

13 Bean obtained from Mexico coast (5)

15 Exit terms discord with hardliner (9)

18 Theatre assistant is a good person, at times takes responsibility

(9)

21 Lamb's sweep yields a wicket, taken by Hasaranga at first (5)

22 Heartless Poles (2 of them) taking centre of house (9)

24 A sect? Could be confused with another (5)

26 Fact is assets drown one (7)

27 Our names almost got mixed up in appeal (7)

28 Safety feature in new jet's core corrodes mostly (7,4)

Down

1 Deal with companies' cosmetic treatments (4,5)

2 Broadcasts result in ship (5)

3 Drunk in Britain by mistake, took drugs and slept essentially (9)

4 As usage is compromised, it becomes moderate (7)

5 Darwin's tantrum controlled in a second (7)

6 Coming up on Aug; a fertilizer (5)

7 Killing a king is dicier, somehow should overcome elite guards at

first (8)

8 As per sources, Bombay youth tear excerpt into eight bits (4)

14 Convener Charlie's lock taken by attendant (8)

16 Relaxed having tea and some raisin cake on a piece of furniture

(4,5)

17 Classified information on violent protest besieging Election

Commission (3-6)

19 Pain-reliever gets an approval ultimately by new lead examiner

(7)

20 Investigate princess's school (7)

22 Hide in bay (4)

23 Animated boxer rivets essentially (5)

25 Grounds for grievance (5)

14414

SCAN TO PLAY

W
arning over-
the-top (OTT)
streaming ser-

vices against transmitting
“any content that is prohi-
bited by law”, the Union
Information and Broad-
casting (I&B) Ministry on
Thursday said they should
ensure “age-based classi�-
cation of content” under
the Information Technolo-
gy (Intermediary Liability
and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules, 2021.

The OTT platforms
should enforce age-gating
requirements for mature
content, the Ministry said
in an advisory citing com-
plaints from MPs, statuto-
ry organisations and the
public. 

It is unclear speci�cally
what “obscene, porno-
graphic and vulgar con-
tent” the circular is refer-
ring to. In December 2024,
the Ministry �agged some
shows “promoting, glamo-
rising or glorifying the use
of narcotic drugs and psy-
chotropic substances
through such portrayal by
the main protagonist and
other actors”.

The IT Rules have ex-
tensive regulations pre-

scribing age ratings for
content on Indian stream-
ing services such as Net�ix
and Amazon Prime Video.
Those regulations require
streaming services to have
a formal grievance redress
system. They should be
part of a three-tier system,
under which users who
are o�ended by certain
content can �rst approach
the platform, then a self-
regulatory body, and
further an inter-depart-
mental committee of the
Union government.

SC seeks action
On Tuesday, a Supreme
Court Bench, led by Justice
Surya Kant, orally ob-
served that the govern-
ment needed to take some

action on obscene content
on social media. 

The present advisory
has only been sent to on-
line curated content plat-
forms, the legal term for
streaming platforms such
as Net�ix, as opposed to
user-generated content
platforms such as You-
Tube. The court was hear-
ing a case on clubbing the
FIRs against Ranveer Al-
lahbadia, the podcaster
who has been at the centre
of a storm over a joke he
cracked on the YouTube
show India’s Got Latent.

Not completely banned
The IT Rules do not com-
pletely ban swearing, sex
or nudity; they instead re-
quire that shows and �lms

that feature these — along
with substance abuse and
violence — be rated for ol-
der audiences.

Apart from the IT Rules,
the advisory points to oth-
er laws to warn streaming
providers against content
that features obscenity.
“Attention is also invited to
the provisions of the Inde-
cent Representation of
Women (Prohibition) Act,
1986; Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), 2023; the
Protection of Children
from Sexual O�ences
(POCSO) Act; and the In-
formation Technology (IT)
Act, 2000, wherein publi-
cation of obscene/porno-
graphic content is a pun-
ishable o�ence,” the
advisory reads.

I&B Ministry warns OTTs
against ‘obscene content’
Ministry cites complaints from general public, MPs and statutory bodies; directs streaming

services to enforce age-based ratings for mature content in accordance with 2021 IT Rules 

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

More than 150 developers
from �ve continents and
over 650 Indian aspirants
are participating in the
handheld video game de-
sign challenge organised
by the Indian Digital Gam-
ing Society under the
World Audio Visual & En-
tertainment Summit
(WAVES), 2025 initiative re-
cently announced by the
Information and Broad-
casting Ministry.

The challenge has so far
recorded registration from
many countries, including
the United States, Canada,
and Brazil. Participants
have registered from Singa-
pore, Vietnam, Taiwan, Ja-
pan, Indonesia, Cambodia,
Thailand, Malaysia, China,
Hong Kong, Jordan, Ban-
gladesh, Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, and Pakistan.

In India, students from
20 States and four Union
Territories are participat-
ing. “The challenge’s
spread can be seen from
the fact that districts which
once lacked economic in-
dicators have also shown
participation in this com-
plex challenge, thus indi-
cating the success of the
Digital India initiative,” an
o�cial said.

Among the participants,
there are not only profes-
sionals but also freelance

developers and college and
school students as well. 

The participants are re-
quired to develop a com-
plete gaming device, inte-
grating game mechanics
with physical hardware,
making it an independent
and adaptable solution for
learning through play. 

“The challenge is de-
signed to bridge multiple
domains, requiring exper-
tise in programming, elec-
tronics, and mathematics,
to create an e�cient and
cost-e�ective hardware so-
lution. Unlike traditional
software-based game deve-
lopment, working with mi-
crocontrollers allows deve-
lopers to focus on
gameplay logic and hard-
ware integration, without
the complexities of An-
droid or Windows operat-
ing systems,” the o�cial
said.

Aspirants from India,
abroad register for
video game contest

A boy plays an online game on

his mobile phone. Video games

are hugely popular. AP

Devesh K. Pandey
NEW DELHI

The weekly rest for pilots
could be raised from 36
hours to 48 hours with ef-
fect from July 1, and re-
vised night �ying hours
“rolled out’ from Novem-
ber 1, the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation said in
a detailed scheme for im-
plementing relaxed duty
norms for cockpit crew
submitted before the Delhi
High Court on Thursday.

The liberalised norms
governing duty and rest
periods for pilots to com-
bat concerns over rising fa-
tigue levels were an-
nounced in January 2024,
and were to be implement-
ed from June 1, 2024. But
they were put on hold after
sti� opposition from air-
lines, forcing pilots’ unions
to approach the court. Af-
ter several rounds of court-
ordered mediation held by

the DGCA between Air In-
dia and the pilot bodies,
the regulator agreed to a
phased implementation. 

“Out of 22 clauses, 15
clauses would be imple-
mented from 01.07.2025
and the remaining 7 claus-
es would be rolled out
from 01.11.2025,” said the
a�davit before the Delhi
High Court signed by the
DGCA’s Assistant Director

(Operations), Himanshu
Srivastava. The next hear-
ing is on Monday.

Key among the provi-
sions recommended for
implementation from July 1
is the weekly rest period of
“continuous 48 hours”.
Night duty will be during
the hours between mid-
night and 6 a.m. instead of
the present midnight to 5
a.m. As airlines are allowed
to assign pilots only to two
consecutive nights of �y-
ing, this provision will
bring down the time of
night �ying. Further, the
DGCA has capped the
number of night landings a
pilot can do to two.

Pilots have been de-
manding the scrapping of
two consecutive nights of
�ying, introduced in April
2019, as night duties dis-
rupt the natural sleep-
wake cycle, cause fatigue
and impact alertness le-
vels. They say that in the

recent past, due to in-
creased international �y-
ing, the quantum of night
�ying has increased
exponentially.

The DGCA has used the
term “roll-out” and not im-
plementation for the set of
rules delayed until Novem-
ber 1, sources in pilots’ un-
ions said, indicating that
the regulator could be
planning a staggered enfor-
cement. Airlines have
strongly opposed the
DGCA’s proposal for res-
tricting night �ying. IndiGo
had said in a submission to
the DGCA in December
that expanding the de�ni-
tion of night �ying would
have “a severe operational
impact” and it should the-
refore remain unchanged.

Air India said it would
implement the new de�ni-
tion after the regulator
brought a modern, data-
based fatigue risk manage-
ment system.

Pilots could get weekly rest of 48
hours from July 1: DGCA a�davit
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Pilots have been demanding

the scrapping of two

consecutive nights of flying.

Disability rights activists in
Delhi are building a coali-
tion to get a key provision
of the Digital Personal Data
Protection Act, 2023
dropped or amended. Sec-
tion 9(1) of the Act has
clubbed children with per-
sons with disabilities
(PwDs) to mandate that
even in cases of disabled
adults who have legal guar-
dians, consent for use of
any personal data must be
obtained from the guar-
dian concerned.

Disability rights experts
and policy think tanks
have argued that this infan-
tilises PwDs, stems from a
misunderstood notion of
their guardianship and ne-
gates the decision-making
capacity of PwDs recog-
nised by the Rights of the
PwD (RPwD) Act, 2016 and
the United Nations Con-
vention on the Rights of

Persons with Disabilities
(UNCPRD). 

Multiple sources told
The Hindu that the o�ce of
the Chief Commissioner of
PwDs under the Depart-
ment of Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities
will take up any further is-
sues on the DPDP Draft
Rules, 2025 that might ex-
ist with the Ministry of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology.

In the draft rules, the
Ministry had said that the
consent clause for PwDs
would be limited to those
who have “long term phys-
ical, mental, intellectual,
or sensory impairment”,
are “unable to take legally
binding decisions”, and

who su�er from “autism,
cerebral palsy, mental re-
tardation, or a combina-
tion of any two or more of
such conditions”. 

But despite this, several
questions remain on the
operability of the consent
clause for PwDs. In a re-
port put out by policy
think tank PACTA and NGO
Saksham Disability earlier
this month, activists have
questioned how this would
work in cases of limited
guardianship under the
RPwD Act. Nipun Malhotra
of the Nipman Foundation
has said, “There might be
someone with visual im-
pairment using a guardian
for very speci�c purpose
like �nancial decisions
above a certain amount.
Why would this person
want their guardian to pro-
vide consent while signing
up for a �tness app or an e-
commerce website? Would
that not be a violation of
privacy?”

Key provision of DPDP Act
infantilises PwDs: activists 
Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Experts say that the
need for consent of
guardians negates
the decision-making
capacity of PwDs Achyuta Samanta, the

founder of Kalinga Insti-
tute of Industrial Technol-
ogy (KIIT), has been sum-
moned to appear before a
high-level committee on
Friday following allega-
tions of ill-treatment of Ne-
palese students on
campus.

The government has
constituted the high-level
panel under the chairman-
ship of Home Secretary Sa-
tyabrata Sahu to ascertain
the circumstances leading
to the alleged suicide, high-
handed action by universi-
ty authorities, reasons for
issuing notice only to spec-
i�c group of students and
closing the institute sine

die for them. Mr. Sahu had
visited the campus and
spoken to KIIT sta� mem-
bers and students.

Govt. panel
calls KIIT’s
founder over
student unrest
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W
hen Aarav an 18-year-old
from Mumbai, was
diagnosed with Hodgkin’s
Lymphoma in 2018, he

asked his mother, “Why me?” His dream
of becoming an investment banker had
shattered with the diagnosis. But he didn’t
just survive — he thrived. I heard him
speak at an event organised by a leading
cancer hospital in Mumbai for
International Childhood Cancer Day,
which falls on February 15. 

Unlike most teenagers of his age,
whose hands are busy scrolling through
social media, while one of Aarav’s hands
received chemotherapy, the other
clutched his accountancy books. He
didn’t let cancer slow him down. Instead,
he conquered it — emerging as an All
India topper in the Chartered
Accountancy exams. But not all
childhood cancer stories see a happy end.

Aarav reminded me of Meena, a
10-year-old from Pune, whose story took a
di�erent turn. Her mother, a domestic
help, was diagnosed with late-stage breast
cancer. Her father, an autorickshaw
driver, worked hard to ensure Meena got
an education, believing it was her path to
a better future. But cancer rewrote their
fate. Her mother could no longer work,
and her father, needing to care for her,
lost days of income. With their paltry
earnings dwindling further, they had no
choice but to pull Meena out of school.
Unlike Aarav, she was not lucky — cancer
did not just take her mother’s life; it
trapped Meena in a cycle of generational
poverty.

A recent National Cancer Registry
Programme (NCRP) report found that
childhood cancers (0-14 years) account
for 4% of all cancer cases in India, while
adult cases near a million annually — and
these numbers are expected to rise. This
leaves lakhs of children vulnerable to the
hidden �nancial toll of cancer. Whether
battling the disease or a�ected by a
parent’s illness, children are the silent
victims.

Protecting the next generation
Children are the future of a nation. To
build a strong nation, we need an
educated and skilled workforce.
Education is also a pathway to their
economic empowerment. But cancer
disrupts this journey. 

When a child or parent is diagnosed
with cancer, schooling takes a hit.
Low-income families are often forced to
pull children out due to �nancial strain,
while older siblings in such households
take on caregiving or work to supplement
income, limiting their future prospects.

For instance, Sridevi, a second-year
college student from a low-income family
from Hyderabad, had to work as a
fast-food crew member and tutor school
children to cover her father’s escalating
oral cancer treatment costs. This
impacted her academic performance and
took a toll on her mental health.

Disruptions in education have a
cascading e�ect. Studies show that
children who drop out of school due to
�nancial distress face lower lifetime
earnings and higher rates of economic
instability. In the context of cancer, the
disease not only devastates the present
generation but also risks trapping the next
generation in a cycle of hardship.

The other indirect costs
Loss of opportunity for education is just
one example of the indirect costs of
cancer treatment. Such costs include
non-medical expenses and �nancial losses
from diagnosis and treatment. These can
be as debilitating as direct medical and
non-medical costs.

Loss of income is one of the most
signi�cant burdens, as patients may need

extended leave or even lose their jobs.
Family caregivers, often spouses or
children, may also reduce work hours or
quit jobs entirely, worsening �nancial
strain.

Travel and accommodation costs add
to the burden, especially for patients from
rural areas who must frequently travel to
treatment centres in cities. Daily living
expenses rise due to special diets,
hospital visits, and caregiving demands,
often requiring household help or costly
services.The psychosocial and mental
health impact further escalates the strain,
with many patients and caregivers
needing counselling or therapy, which is
often una�ordable.

Insurance and government schemes
Government-backed health insurance
programmes such as Ayushman Bharat
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(AB-PMJAY) have played a crucial role in

reducing direct medical costs for cancer
patients in India. These schemes provide
�nancial coverage for inpatient costs,
alleviating the immediate �nancial stress
on a�ected families. But the indirect costs
of treatment are insu�ciently addressed.

Disability riders in insurance plans
provide crucial �nancial support for
cancer patients facing long-term
disability. Many Indian insurers o�er term
plans with these riders, covering severe
accidents and major cancers such as
breast, lung, and liver cancer. They
provide income replacement or lumpsum
payouts to o�set lost wages, caregiving
costs, and daily expenses. However, they
are often excluded from standard
policies, have strict eligibility criteria, or
come with high premiums, limiting access
for those who need them most.

To ease non-medical expenses, Indian
Railways and Air India are o�ering
discounted fares for patients and
caregivers, while Himachal Pradesh and
Haryana provide free bus travel for cancer
patients. Additionally, monthly pension
schemes in states such as Haryana,
Tripura, and Himachal Pradesh are
helping mitigate the �nancial burden of
indirect cancer costs.

The way forward
While policies focus on reducing direct
treatment costs, easing the indirect
burden — through caregiver aid,
educational support, and employment
protections — is equally crucial. These
interventions improve treatment
adherence, mental well-being, and
safeguard the next generation’s
opportunities.

Ensuring equitable education for
cancer-a�ected families requires
empathetic, multi-level action — from
government policies and CSR funding to
state income support and school-level
interventions. Recognising that cancer
brings not just medical but also �nancial
and emotional distress, policies must
address these broader challenges. Simple
yet impactful measures — use of
calculators, extra coaching, extended
deadlines, free school meals, and mental
health support — can make education
more inclusive. By integrating such
interventions, we can prevent cancer
from becoming a lifelong barrier to
economic and educational equity.

(Dr. Vid Karmarkar is the founder of
Canseva Foundation.

vid.karmarkar@gmail.com)

The silent victims of cancer: the
indirect consequences on children 

While policies focus on reducing direct treatment costs, easing the indirect burden — through caregiver aid, educational support, and employment protections — is equally

crucial. These interventions improve treatment adherence, mental well-being, and safeguard the next generation’s opportunities

Loss of opportunity for education is just one example of the indirect costs of cancer treatment.
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Childhood cancers account for
4% of all cancer cases. This
leaves thousands of children
vulnerable to the financial toll
of cancer. Whether battling
the disease or a�ected by a
parent’s illness, children are
the silent victims

�

Education is a pathway to
economic empowerment for
children. When a child or
parent is diagnosed with
cancer, families are often
forced to pull children out of
schools, while older siblings
take on caregiving or start
working, limiting their
prospects

�

Disruptions in education have
a cascading e�ect. Children
who drop out face lower
lifetime earnings and higher
rates of economic instability.
Cancer not only devastates
the present generation but
also risks trapping the next
generation in a cycle of
hardship

Many insurers o�er plans with
riders covering cancers. They
provide income replacement or
lump-sum payouts to o�set lost
wages, caregiving costs, and daily
expenses. However, they are
often excluded from standard
policies, have strict criteria, or
come with high premiums

A
team of researchers from Indra-
prastha Institute of Information
Technology-Delhi (IIIT-Delhi) have

come up with AI-powered data integration
and predictive analytics tools to under-
stand patterns of antibiotic resistance in
real time, enabling agencies to act on
them speedily.

As part of a collaboration between IIIT-
Delhi, CHRI-PATH, Tata 1mg, and Indian
Council of Medical Research scientists,
the AI-driven tool AMRSense has been de-
ployed to use routine data that is generat-
ed in hospitals to generate accurate and
early insights on antimicrobial resistance
at the global, national, and hospital levels.

In a paper, ‘Emerging trends in antimi-
crobial resistance in bloodstream infec-
tions: multicentric longitudinal study in
India,’ published in The Lancet Regional
Health - Southeast Asia, authors Jasmine
Kaur, Harpreet Singh, and Tavpritesh
Sethi show results from analysing six-
years of data from 21 tertiary care centres
in the Indian Council of Medical Re-
search’s AMR surveillance network retros-
pectively, establishing relationships bet-
ween antibiotic pairs and the directional
in�uence of resistance in community and
hospital-acquired infections.

“There is a shared mechanism of resis-
tance between antibiotics, we already
know. Usually to do that, people use ge-
nomics, but that’s an expensive proposi-
tion,” explains Dr. Sethi. “We have pro-
posed a way, which is inexpensive
because it uses these routine data sets
from hospitals. We show that by using rou-
tine data e�ectively, we can discern rela-
tionships between di�erent antibiotics
pairs and the direction AMR is taking —

whether it is rising or not. Say, for instance,
if resistance to one speci�c antibiotic is go-
ing up, some months down the line, it is
likely that resistance to an antibiotic pair
might also shoot up. With these connec-
tions, we generated actionable evidence.” 

Dr. Sethi adds: “We have tried to go
beyond the traditional way of looking at AI -
asking how it can enable better decision-
making for a given patient in a clinical set-
ting or a public health setting. We think AI
can also be used to understand AMR ste-
wardship and surveillance aspects, from the
hospital level, upwards. Hospitals already
routinely send out patient isolates, for ex-
ample, blood, sputum, urine, pus, etc., for
culture sensitivity testing in order to make
informed decisions on treatment courses.
We are saying that these reports can be used
to construct AI-based pipelines and meth-
ods that can lead to AI-driven or AI-en-
hanced antimicrobial stewardship.” 

The AMROrbit Scorecard that the team
developed also won an award at the 2024
AMR Surveillance Data Challenge. Can we
use these scorecards to make it more time-
ly? Dr. Sethi explains: “It plots the orbit of
resistance, say of every hospital or depart-
ment, alongside a global median of resis-
tance and a global rate of change. So around
those global values, how well does a depart-
ment, a hospital, or a certain country fare?
That is what the scorecard will be able to
provide real time data for.”  

The ideal quadrant for any hospital or
country to be in is where there is low base-
line resistance and low rate of change as
well, said Jasmine Kaur, of IIIT-D. Orbits spi-
ral in or out, but the AI tool can o�er infor-
mation facilitating timely interventions that
can bring it to a desirable range of resis-
tance.  

How accurate and reliable are these AI
models? “In our paper, we have shown that

our models did capture the trends as ob-
served in the period we collected data for.
However, unless we have future data, we
can’t really say, like, for example COVID- 19
upended things, right? The only evidence
we have currently is that globally it seems
that our models are capturing the increas-
ing rate of resistance in various studies.” 

Clinicians can make informed decisions
based on the visual image that OMROrbit
provides them using the data generated by
the hospital, explains Ms. Kaur. It has been
proven that it can augment ongoing surveil-
lance at various levels. Various kinds of
comparisons can be done using the tool,
she adds. For instance, if it is a chain of hos-
pitals, then the tool can be used to com-
pare AMR rates between di�erent depart-
ments, cities and centres across the
country. “The only possible limitation
would be in circumstances and settings
that do not have consistent, granular sur-
veillance data. Then the AI model will not
make sense. This could occur in countries
where surveillance data is not digitally ac-
cessible.,” she adds. 

"We know there are other environmen-
tal factors such as anibiotics being used as
growth factors in the poultry industry or
leachates in the soil, that can also lead to
AMR. The ideal would be, if at the public
health level, we should be able to use the
data we have from the hospitals, matching
it with antibiotic sales, and community-le-
vel data, and study the environmental fac-
tors too. We hope to do that soon, Dr. Sethi
explains. 

(ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in)

Ramya Kannan

AI-powered tools generate real time
insights into antibiotic resistance 

THE HINDU 

7Friday, February 21, 2025
Chennai

SCIENCE

f1ccf833-44c4-4575-b5cd-33fe76bd21c0

f1ccf833-44c4-4575-b5cd-33fe76bd21c0

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGJOKH6oBd0F Join FREE Telegram Channel https://t.me/+Bu7senHpQdhlODg1



A IN-XCM
YK

THE HINDU 

8 Friday, February 21, 2025
Chennai

Editorial

Corrections & Clarifications

The expansion of BTR is Biennial Transparency Report and not Biannual

Transparency Report, as mentioned in a report, “India prepares to submit

updated greenhouse gas inventory to UN” (News, February 19, 2025).

The Readers’ Editor’s o�ice can be contacted by Telephone:
+91-44-28418297/28576300; E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

T
he Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)’s appoint-
ment of a �rst-time Member of the Legis-
lative Assembly, Rekha Gupta, as the new

Chief Minister of Delhi, is in line with its prefe-
rence for relatively junior and fresh faces in lea-
dership positions. Ms. Gupta has risen through
the ranks of the Sangh Parivar and won Delhi Un-
iversity Students Union and municipal elections,
before being elected to the Assembly from Shali-
mar Bagh. She has held positions in the party and
its frontal organisations. Now, entrusted with the
position of the Chief Minister, Ms. Gupta, 50, has
her task cut out. She has to balance community
and sectional interests within the party, com-
mand authority over the bureaucracy, and ba-
lance multiple power centres within the unique
and complex governance architecture of Delhi.
All levels of the government in Delhi are now un-
der the control of the BJP, which might improve
governance in the city. Ms. Gupta is the fourth
woman Chief Minister of Delhi, the second wo-
man Chief Minister of Delhi from the BJP, and the
only woman among the party’s 14 Chief Ministers
across India. A woman in the top post allows the
BJP to de�ect other factional claims in the party,
and possibly boosts its popular image. Ms. Gupta
also represents the trader bania community
which has been a bedrock of the BJP’s politics in
Delhi for decades. The new leader ticks many
boxes for the party, and her success depends on
how she grows into the challenging role. 

The BJP has tried to balance caste and com-
munity representation in the new Council of Mi-
nisters. In Parvesh Sahib Singh Verma, the party
has found someone to represent the Jat commun-
ity, in Manjinder Singh Sirsa, the Sikh communi-
ty, in Ashish Sood, the Punjabi Hindu communi-
ty, in Ravinder Indraj Singh, Dalits, in Kapil
Mishra, Brahmins, and in Pankaj Kumar Singh,
the Purvanchali community. The new govern-
ment has a multitude of governance challenges
awaiting it. The problems of air and water pollu-
tion are issues that need a solution that go
beyond the boundaries of Delhi; issues such as
law and order are under the purview of the Un-
ion Home Ministry. Ms. Gupta’s experience of be-
ing a three-term municipal councillor could help,
as would the fact that the neighbouring Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh also have BJP governments.
The BJP has returned to power in the national
capital after 26 years, having o�ered the electo-
rate a raft of welfare schemes to achieve that.
There are the issues of unemployment and unde-
remployment, and a�ordable housing and infras-
tructure that require the government’s attention. 

New line in Delhi 
Rekha Gupta should �nd the

governance challenges easier to handle 

O
�cial estimates suggest that around 45
crore visitors, nearly a third of India’s
population, have already been to Praya-

graj for the Maha Kumbh Mela, which began in
mid-January. With such a massive in�ux, even a
small percentage of individuals who carry mi-
crobes could trigger extensive chains of disease
transmission. The Ganga at Prayagraj, where de-
votees not only have ritual baths but also drink
the water, inevitably becomes a complex recepta-
cle of microbiomes. The Central Pollution Con-
trol Board (CPCB), which is responsible for mon-
itoring and controlling air, water and land
pollution, has been assessing water quality at
Prayagraj since the festival began. Its reports,
which are publicly accessible, present a mixed
picture. On January 14, which was Makar Sank-
ranti, one of the most auspicious bathing days,
faecal coliform levels, a key indicator of contam-
ination from human and animal waste, were at a
high — nearly 11,000 units at the Sangam Ghat,
which is more than four times the permissible li-
mit of 2,500 units. At the Old Naini Bridge Ghat,
along the Yamuna, the count was even higher, at
33,000 units. However, on other days, these
numbers dropped to as low as 200 and 780 units.
Similar �uctuations were observed for other pa-
rameters of water quality such as biochemical ox-
ygen demand (BOD) and dissolved oxygen (DO).
A CPCB report submitted to the National Green
Tribunal on February 3 stated that the water
quality on January 12-13, 2025 was not �t for bath-
ing, let alone drinking, despite bathing having a
higher tolerance limit. However, the report also
noted a reduction in organic pollution due to
freshwater intrusion upstream. It further ob-
served that the sheer number of people bathing
in the river during the Maha Kumbh Mela, partic-
ularly on auspicious days, led to an inevitable
spike in faecal contamination.

These �uctuations are not exclusive to the
Kumbh Mela. Routine monitoring of water quali-
ty by the CPCB has consistently recorded similar
patterns, reinforcing the fact that, regardless of
what the festival may be, water in the Ganga at
Prayagraj is not �t for consumption, whether as a
few drops or bucketful. The river’s suitability for
bathing �uctuates based on water �ow and dilu-
tion. Considering these adverse �ndings, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s dismis-
sal of this scienti�c data as “baseless” is mislead-
ing. The National Mission for Clean Ganga is
based on a sustained e�ort to restore the river’s
health, and Uttar Pradesh, its largest bene�ciary,
must prioritise continuous cleanup e�orts in-
stead of undermining legitimate pollution con-
cerns. The Kumbh Mela highlights the urgent
need for long-term solutions, not denialism.
Science can come to the aid of the faithful; it is in
no one’s interest to undermine scienti�c �ndings
in the name of encouraging a spiritual journey.

Watering down 
Pollution in Ganga needs long-term

solutions, not denialism  

K
oraput, a district in Odisha, is a
beautiful landscape, rich in
biodiversity and home to a
predominantly tribal population. But

there is also a paradox. There is rampant poverty
and undernutrition. There is no dearth of
government schemes, in the form of direct
feeding programmes or schemes for livelihood
activities. Yet, undernutrition levels remain high.
According to an estimate based on the National
Family Health Survey-5 data (2019-21) 43% of
children under �ve years of age are stunted
(low-height- for- age) and 33% are underweight.
Only 17% are fed an adequate diet. More than
50% of women are anaemic.

The question is what is it that people can do
themselves order to have access to healthier diets
and a better environment?

A transformation toward nutrition security
Between 2013 and 2022, the M.S. Swaminathan
Research Foundation (MSSRF) embarked on a
community-based model of nutrition literacy in
order to empower tribal communities to take
action in diversifying their household food basket
with nutritious foods. The aim was to facilitate a
transformative process, spearheaded by the
community, to move towards nutrition security.
As it is an agricultural population with small and
marginal land holdings and engaged in
subsistence farming, a nutrition-sensitive farming
approach to maximise and diversify food
production was adopted along with sanitation
hygiene and Infant and Young Child Feeding
Practices (IYCF). Since transformation begins at
the individual level, it was decided to build the
capacity of a core group of adult men and women
through a residential training programme.

The �rst step was to sensitise the community
to its own nutritional status. This involved
assessing the nutritional status of women,
children, adolescent boys and girls by taking their
height and weight, consolidating secondary data
and presenting them to the community. After
subsequent discussions, villagers agreed to select
a few men and women from every village,
representing various caste groups, to undergo a
residential training programme on key nutrition
concepts, such as a balanced diet, IYCF practices,
the role of dietary diversity, sanitation and
hygiene, and enabling nutrition sensitive
agriculture that included crop diversity, backyard
poultry and, wherever possible, pisciculture.

A few residential training programmes, each
about two and a half days long, were held at
periodic intervals over six months. These were
activity based and included group work,
discussions, role play followed by an analysis of
the situation and possible solutions.

The approach was to engage participants in a
dialogue to discuss theoretical aspects from the
perspective of their own knowledge rooted in the
social, cultural, economic and political context.
Participants discussed how caste, class and

gender dimensions a�ected nutrition security of
di�erent family members at the household level.
They compared the new learning with their
existing knowledge and were satis�ed when some
of their existing knowledge was reiterated. Their
perception of dietary diversity was based on the
‘dish count’ rather than the ‘food group’ count.

As one participant remarked, ‘we never
thought about having both dhal and vegetables in
the everyday diet. So long as one was there as
accompaniment to rice we were satis�ed.’ They
were happy to know that they were the
custodians of a variety of traditional rice
varieties.

Collective power
While social spaces are usually hierarchically
determined, the residential training gave them an
opportunity to engage with people from other
villages and with both genders. They planned
how they could introduce and cultivate more
nutritious crops on di�erent types of land and in
their home gardens. They explored the
advantages of collective decision making and
action rather than individual e�orts in
demanding government entitlements, and
realised that their e�orts to improve household
nutrition security would have to go beyond the
boundaries of their own villages to the panchayat
level. Messages and songs were created and
composed by the participants on various themes
such as a balanced diet, dietary diversity,
hygiene, sanitation and support to women. While
they were aware of a few government
entitlements, they were eager to learn about
many more.

More than 200 men and women from over 70
villages were trained in the residential training
programmes, becoming the ‘community
champions’ in transforming themselves and their
communities. They identi�ed further training
needs mainly to improve agricultural production
covering seed treatment, vermi-compost use, the
use of organic fertilizers, mushroom production,
post-harvest technology and value addition.
These training programmes were organised in
the villages. Over 10 years, about 1,000 men and
women were trained in various aspects of
agriculture, animal husbandry and pisciculture
such that a community resource base for
nutrition security was created to address
underlying issues of undernutrition through
household nutrition security.

The community champions shared various
health and nutrition messages with their families,
friends and fellow villagers when engaged in
agricultural work, on their way to the market, in
women self help group meetings, or while at a tea
shop or even during festival events. They also
convened village meetings to discuss creating
hunger-free villages.

They led by example. They undertook a range
of activities, both individually and collectively.
Those who had upland began cultivating a variety

of crops. Many of them started growing more
vegetables and fruits. Home gardens were revived
and the diversity of crops increased from about
four crops at the beginning of the programme to
nine crops at the time of completion.

One woman champion got her land back from
lease in order to resume agricultural activities.
Another, who was landless, took a piece of land
on lease to grow food crops. Another landless
woman began growing vegetables using the
foundation of the house she was constructing.
Paddy �elds that had been kept fallow after
harvest were now used for pulse cultivation,
making use of the residual moisture.

Diversity in crop production was seen in
Mothpera and Deragida (names changed)
panchayats in Boiparida block. While earlier, 71%
of households were cultivating only two to three
varieties of crops, more than 60% were
cultivating four to �ve varieties of crops at the
end of the project. About 90% of households had
operational home gardens for about �ve months
at the start of the programme. Towards the end,
in more than 50% of households, home gardens
were operational for more than seven to nine
months. From growing four varieties of crops
earlier, households began growing nine to 11
varieties. Household dietary diversity improved.
There was a signi�cant increase in the
consumption of pulses, leafy vegetables, tubers,
fruits, poultry, �sh and wild food.

Some prepared biocompost and used it for
their home gardens. Most of the male champions
began to make decision on agricultural decision
alongwith their wives. Women champions
worked closely with Accredited Social Health
Activist (ASHA) and Anganwadi workers to spread
nutrition messages. Sanya of Maligad village
(name changed) said, ‘I give my daughter leafy
vegetables and ripe fruits, dhal, egg because she
is anaemic and was recently discharged from
hospital.’

Facilitating change
Villagers also monitored the direct feeding
programme under the Integrated Child
Development Services. In Lecha (name changed)
village, there was no anganwadi centre. The
community women champions organised village
meetings and spoke about the need for one. The
villagers passed a resolution for the sanction of an
anganwadi in their village and the male
champions followed this up with the block o�ce
till the centre was sanctioned. They supervised
the building construction, and upon completion
organised an inauguration. They also revived
defunct village structures for nutrition security
such as the community grain bank, discussed
their village situation in the gram sabha (village
council) meetings and developed an overall plan
for hunger-free villages.

The wheels of change have been set in motion
in Koraput’s villages with the people pursuing
their health and nutrition security.

The transformation of Koraput’s tribal food basket 
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I
ndia’s Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri was in
China in January 2025, during which India
and China made several announcements on

the future of their bilateral relations. He met
Wang Yi, who is China’s Foreign Minister,the
Director of the O�ce of Central Commission of
Foreign A�airs and also a politburo member of
the party, and also Liu Jianchao, Minister of the
International Department of the Chinese
Communist Party.

The Indian statement after this meeting
indicated that the process of restoration of
several aspects of bilateral relations including
media and think tank exchanges, the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra, and bilateral �ights is on the
cards for the summer of 2025.

Possible reasons
India and China have attempted to move forward
after more than four years of tense and
stalemate-based relations since the clashes in
Galwan in June 2020. Stalemates cannot be
permanent. Both sides have made their points
and moved to the détente. One can argue that
there are several reasons for the timing of this
bilateral agreement, the main being the election
of Donald Trump, who is a known disruptor and
unpredictable in his ways of doing business. The
other is about economic concerns in China and in
India in recent times.

India and China have been bracing for the
Trump impact especially when by the middle of
October last year his election was already
beginning to look more likely to happen. This
possibility may have pushed the October 2024
de-escalation agreement between India and
China, and Mr. Trump’s gigantic electoral victory
in November 2024 may have pushed the January
2025 agreement between India and China. There
is a historic logic to this as well. China agreed to

normalising relations with India, after the 1962
war, only in the backdrop of the backlash in the
aftermath of the 1989 Tiananmen Square
massacre. Again, China may have agreed to
normalise its relations with India given that it had
to brace for the Trump impact. Thus, there is
both internal and external logic around the
restoration of normalcy. 

However, since we do not know whether
patrolling rights have been/are fully restored or
whether demobilisation is in its advanced stages,
such an absence of communication on the part of
the government raises doubts and questions
needlessly.

At the LAC
The Government of India has maintained
absolute silence on the status of de-escalation,
demilitarisation and demobilisation of the fairly
large number of troops. Troops were mobilised
and deployed on the border, �rst during the
tensions of May-June 2020, and then in even
larger numbers in the aftermath of the June 15,
2020 clashes. These troops were on active duty
or in newly created barracks close to the six
points of tension along the border including in
Galwan, Depsang Bulge, Charding Nala, Gogra
Post and Hot Springs and on the north bank of
the Pangong lake.

There is also no clarity whether the large
number of People’s Liberation Army troops on
the Chinese side, before and after the clashes,
have retreated to their bases. Con�rmation of this
would mean that the actual restoration of
normalcy on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) has
been achieved. India has also made it clear in the
aftermath of 2020 that it was China that had
violated the several agreements and protocols the
two sides had signed. One is not sure about
whether these have been recti�ed in a veri�able

way. This in turn can only be established when
patrolling rights have not only been agreed to but
also exercised.

The brie�ng in October 2024, by the Foreign
Secretary, prior to the 16th BRICS summit in
Kazan in this respect, was already guarded. It
only alluded to an agreement that would lead to
the “process of disengagement and resolution of
issues that emerged in 2020”. A follow-up
brie�ng on this issue would have been useful and
necessary to make it clear that India had not
given up on its position on the bilateral relations.

India’s principled stand in dealing with China
in the aftermath of the 2020 crisis has been that
the stability on the border and the restoration of
the status quo ante are the preconditions to
progress in other aspects of bilateral relations.
However, it was China that reiterated that India
should move on from the clashes and not let the
border stando� be a hindrance to the
development of overall bilateral relations in the
economic, political and social sectors.

The need for clarity
India’s silence on the progress on the status of
restoration of status quo ante makes it appear as
though the Chinese position of “moving on” is
succeeding and that India is abandoning its
position of stability and restoration before there
is progress on other aspects. It was always known
that the process of restoring normalcy would be
long drawn and fraught with challenges. In
addition, the worldviews of India and China will
remain divergent as their ideas about the world
order are not going to converge anytime soon.
India-China relations have seen several cyclical
ups and downs in the Xi Jinping era. Therefore,
abundant caution would be the best way forward.
The Indian government’s lack of clarity does not
boost one’s con�dence.

The long and winding road of India-China relations 
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Delhi’s new Chief Minister

That Rekha Gupta, a
first-time MLA, has become
the Chief Minister of Delhi,
‘defying all odds’ if I may
add, needs comment. The
so-called unanimous
“selection” of the leader of
BJP’s Delhi legislature party,
that took almost two
weeks, smacks of the
Congress’s culture. There
was hectic lobbying by the
over half-a-dozen aspirants.

America, his vow to end the
Gaza war came true. Again,
the credit for the U.S. and
Russia agreeing to ending
the war in Ukraine goes to
Mr. Trump. He deserves
praise for the cessation of
two mindless wars.

Prabhu Raj R.,
Bengaluru

opponents of the BJP.
M.V. Nagavender Rao,

Hyderabad

A pat for Trump

Whatever Donald Trump’s
second term portends for

in political management to
match the aspirations of
young voters. A lack of
dynamism, hard work and
discipline in party
management are what
mark the political

to serve the people of Delhi.
If the party’s manifesto is
not implemented in toto,
the people of Delhi might
go back to the Aam Aadmi
Party, sooner rather than
later.
Govardhana Myneedu,
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh

Parties with an ideology
that di�ers from that of the
BJP’s have obviously failed
to learn important lessons

This is because the Delhi
unit of the BJP has several
defectors from other
political parties. Giant killer
Parvesh Verma could not
make it perhaps because of
the party’s strategic policy
to focus on women.
Whether this will pay
dividends to the BJP or not,
only time will tell. The
“unity” forged by the party’s
high command should last
the five years for Ms. Gupta
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New Delhi, Feb. 20: There is no increase in the
passenger fares in the Railway Budget proposals
for 1975-76 presented to Parliament here this
evening by the Railway Minister, Mr. Kamalapati
Tripathi.

However, the Railway Minister announced
proposals for “minor rationalisation” in the
freight rates on certain commodities which
would yield Rs. 39 crores. This will more than
cover the de�cit of Rs. 15.97 crores and leave a
surplus of Rs. 23.03 crores. 

The Railway Minister said that out of this Rs.
18 crores will be utilised for defraying
expenditure chargeable to Development Fund
and the balance of Rs. 5.03 crores will be credit
to the Revenue Reserve Fund. 

Mr. Tripathi said that the rationalisation
proposals covered the tari� on foodgrains
(including pulses) and iron ore and manganese
ore for export. During 1974-75, the Railways
would have su�ered a loss of Rs. 34.5 crores in
lifting 14.5 million tonnes of foodgrains and
pulses which are carried at rates below the bare
operating cost, since these were meant for
public distribution. In 1975-76, this loss was
expected to go up to Rs 35 crores on the
movement of 15.5 million tonnes. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 21, 1975

Surplus Railway Budget, no
fare rise 

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Attention has been drawn by the Canadian
Trade Commissioner in India to the question of
the locomotives used there, and he appears to
hold out some hope that Canada may have some
chances of supplying a proportion of them to
the Indian Railways, we are told by a Pioneer
correspondent. He says that engineers in India
are slowly awakening to the fact that the
Canadian and American types of locomotives
are more suitable in the country than the
British, which appear to have almost the
monopoly. He claims that the locomotives made
here are more “get-at-able”, and when taken o�
the road for repairs are said to spend much less
time in the work shops than the English type. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 21, 1925

Canadian locomotives for
India 

Crushed in a crowd

PICTURE OF THE WEEK

X

Passengers board an overcrowded train headed to Prayagraj, at the New Delhi Railway Station, on February 15.

A stampede occurred at the station, killing 18 people and injuring more than a dozen others. PTI 

I
n India, nobody bats an eye when
they see crowded railway stations or
men hanging from the open doors of

the general compartment of a train. So,
when a video landed in my inbox on Fe-
bruary 15 showing a jam-packed station
and people jostling with one another to
board a train, I found nothing unusual or
alarming about it.

However, within the next few minutes,
news wires announced that there was a
“stampede-like situation” at the New Del-
hi Railway Station (NDLS). This was con-
tradicted by the Chief Public Relations Of-
�cer of Northern Railways, Himanshu
Upadhyay, who in a public statement
claimed that news of a stampede was just
a “rumour”. At midnight, Delhi Lieute-
nant Governor V.K. Saxena made a public
statement condoling the deaths of the
victims of the stampede. However, within
the next few minutes, Mr. Saxena edited
his post, removing any mention of deaths
or a stampede. The Railways Minister,
Ashwini Vaishnaw, said on social media
that the situation was “under control”.

As one can imagine, these con�icting
statements made it a challenging task for
journalists working for national dailies.
Our deadline was looming, but authori-
ties continued to underplay the situation
hours after it occurred, which meant that
we could not communicate the facts of
the night. As a result, readers across In-
dia woke up the next morning to multiple
newspapers carrying headlines that did
not con�rm the number of casualties. 

In sharp contrast to the speed in com-
municating factually correct information
was the speed with which post-mortems
were carried out that night. By 2:30 a.m.
on February 16, while people continued
to search for their loved ones at various
hospitals, some post-mortems were com-
pleted. Having reported on a number of
major disasters, I was taken aback at the
pace at which this was happening. At the
station too, urgency dictated the mood:
all the markers of a stampede — shoes,

garment pieces, and blood marks — were
removed or scrubbed o�. 

That night, I visited two hospitals
where some bodies were yet to be identi-
�ed and claimed. When I reached the
third hospital around 3 a.m., I saw the
police recording the statement of a man.
The man had carried his daughter’s
blood-covered body to the hospital and
was being asked to narrate the happen-
ings of the night. As soon as his statement
was recorded, he was quickly escorted by
the hospital sta� to the mortuary where
his daughter’s body lay. The post-mortem
had been completed. I learned later that
the body was released within the next
hour and the man was given compensa-
tion of ₹10 lakh in cash. 

While watching the distraught man, I
realised that he had not got any time to
process the tragedy. He looked confused
and tired. In that moment, I learned a
painful lesson — to pause and mourn the
loss of loved ones is a luxury in India. 

The next morning, I visited the hospi-
tals again. By then, the bodies of the vic-
tims of the stampede had been released
from the mortuaries. The families, ac-
companied by the police, had taken
them. The families had been given com-
pensation, as declared by the Railways
Ministry, in cash, and had been sent o� to
their homes in Delhi, Bihar, and Haryana.
They had been sent away before repor-
ters could record their testimonies. 

The injured were getting discharged,
irrespective of the severity of their
wounds. They were receiving compensa-
tion in cash from a railway o�cial, and a
man in civilian clothes was recording vi-
deos while asking the survivors whether
they had got the full compensation. 

The events revealed how desperately
the government was trying to cover up
the stampede — �rst by downplaying it
and then by providing a picture of nor-
malcy. The country may move on quickly
from this stampede, just as it did from the
Maha Kumbh stampede a fortnight ago. 

alisha.d@thehindu.co.in
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Covering a stampede

Even as the authorities were slow and confused in communicating
facts with journalists, the post-mortems were conducted quickly

Alisha Dutta

T
he popular YouTube show ‘India’s
Got Latent’ has sparked controversy
after criminal proceedings were
initiated against its creators and

participants over allegedly obscene remarks in
one of its episodes. On February 18, 2025, the
Supreme Court granted interim protection from
arrest to podcaster Ranveer Allahbadia, one of
the participants named in the FIRs. This has
reignited the debate on whether stringent
criminal sanctions are justi�ed for contentious
speech. Is there a right to take o�ence? Justice
Gautam Patel and Dushyant Dave discuss the
question in a conversation moderated by
Aaratrika Bhaumik. Edited excerpts:

Is there a right to take o�ence at any form of
speech?

Justice Gautam Patel: No such right exists. The
reasonable restrictions on free speech under
Article 19(2) of the Constitution do not recognise
o�ensive speech as a distinct category. Instead,
the restrictions are narrowly de�ned and
include security of the state, public order,
decency, morality, and other speci�c grounds.
Therefore, the notion of a right to take o�ence
lies beyond the ambit of constitutionally
permissible limitations. While the language used
in the show is highly objectionable and
unpalatable, it does not necessarily amount to a
violation of decency or morality under Article
19(2).

Dushyant Dave: The right to free speech is
always subject to certain exceptions, including
decency and morality. However, these standards
vary across jurisdictions and evolve over time.
While I agree that the language used in the show
was highly inappropriate, I have serious
reservations about whether it meets the legal
threshold to constitute a criminal o�ence. In
reality, such language is widely used in everyday
discourse and has become common parlance in
society. Thus, the outrage surrounding it seems
misplaced.

Should laws be paternalistic, or restrict
speech only when it poses an imminent risk
of public disorder?

DD: I believe that speech should remain
unrestricted, except when it is seditious and
incites violence. The Constituent Assembly
debates reveal strong opposition to the
restrictions imposed on free speech under
Article 19(2)-19(6), with many members arguing
that the government should not have the power
to curtail expression. However, Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar maintained that in the larger interest
of the nation, some restrictions were necessary

as long as they remained narrowly de�ned.
However, the irony is that politicians routinely
engage in hate speech, yet constitutional
authorities fail to take any action. Given this, I
would rather grant citizens greater latitude to
express themselves than condone such
reprehensible conduct from our political
leaders.

GP: The freedom of speech under Article 19(1)(a)
can be restricted only by the limitations
explicitly prescribed in Article 19(2). While the
right to free speech is expansive, the restrictions
on it remain narrowly de�ned. Therefore, the
state cannot impose restrictions beyond these
constitutional limits. More importantly, speech
cannot be curtailed through executive action —
such restrictions must be imposed solely
through duly enacted legislation.

Is constitutional morality a vital safeguard
against the moral convictions of the
majority?

DD: Constitutional morality upholds the spirit of
the Constitution by reinforcing values like social
justice and equality. However, restrictions on
free speech are governed by statute law. Any
evaluation of whether speech constitutes an
o�ence must be con�ned to these narrowly
de�ned legal parameters, rather than the
shifting moral sentiments of the public.

That said, society has every right to condemn
the remarks made on the show. It can express
discontent through criticism or boycotts.
However, criminal sanctions are never the
solution. Moreover, the increasing trend of �ling
multiple FIRs for the same o�ence constitutes
harassment. It not only prejudices the accused
but also undermines their right to a fair defence.

GP: Constitutional morality is a nuanced and
evolving concept. It is not an inherent sentiment
but one that must be cultivated. There is also
ambiguity regarding its application to
constitutional processes. For instance, Dr. B.R.

Ambedkar believed it was wiser to entrust the
legislature with prescribing forms of
administration rather than embedding them in
the Constitution. That said, I agree that whether
a form of speech quali�es as an o�ence is a
matter strictly governed by substantive law.

Can profane speech necessarily be
considered “obscene” speech?

GP: A speech laced with profanities is not
necessarily obscene. This understanding has
evolved over �ve decades of judicial
interpretation. In 1964, the Supreme Court in
Ranjit D. Udeshi v. State of Maharashtra applied
the Victorian-era Hicklin test to ban Lady
Chatterley’s Lover by D.H. Lawrence. It de�ned
obscenity as anything with a “tendency to
deprave and corrupt” those susceptible to
immoral in�uences. Fifty years later, in Aveek
Sarkar v. State of West Bengal, the Court
embraced the “community standards” test, a
more contemporary approach. However,
community standards are amorphous and hard
to de�ne. Does it mean that discussions about
sex in public discourse must be prohibited? If so,
what does that imply for our ancient art and
sculptures? These standards continue to evolve.
Today, few would deem Lady Chatterley’s Lover
obscene rather than a literary masterpiece.

DD: Obscenity is not explicitly de�ned under
criminal law or the Information Technology Act
2000. Instead, its determination is a matter of
degree, shaped by society’s evolving moral
standards. Looking at the erotic art of Khajuraho
and Konark. It seems that rather than becoming
more progressive, our society has regressed over
time. Justice Krishna Iyer captured this dilemma
in Raj Kapoor & Ors. v. State (1979), where the
court quashed criminal proceedings against the
makers of the �lm Satyam, Sivam, Sundaram. He
observed: “The relation between reality and
relativity must haunt the Court’s evaluation of
obscenity, expressed in society’s pervasive
humanity, not law’s penal perspective.”

A recent study by the research group India
Hate Lab found a 74.4% surge in hate speech
against minorities by politicians in 2024. Is
the relentless targeting of comedians a case

of misplaced priorities?

DD: Yes, de�nitely. Politicians continue to spew
hate speech with impunity. During the Lok
Sabha elections, several politicians, including
the Prime Minister, made blatantly divisive
remarks against minorities. Yet, the Election
Commission and the State Police remained silent
spectators. Opposition parties also failed to
challenge these violations in court. Meanwhile,
mainstream television journalists amplify hate
speech daily. This should alarm every member
of society. Comedians are targeted across
political lines because they expose
uncomfortable truths. Politicians perceive them
as a threat. But dissent and criticism are
fundamental to democracy. Silencing them
paves the way for authoritarianism.

GP: Comedians play a crucial role in society by
challenging authority and re�ecting societal
realities. I �rmly believe in the Latin maxim “In
joco veritas — In jest, there is truth.” Thus, the
targeting of comedians is not just unfortunate
but reprehensible. However, profanity is not
humour; it is an indication of thoughtlessness.
Intelligent humour does not require o�ensive
language. As a society, we must understand that
divergent views are inevitable. We can either
engage with them or ignore them, but not
silence the messenger. I also agree with
Dushyant that we are failing to penalise the
rising instances of hate speech.

E�orts to regulate digital content, such as the
Broadcasting Services (Regulation) Bill, have
intensi�ed. What are your concerns?

GP: I do not endorse any such regulatory
attempts. Once free speech is restricted, it sets a
dangerous precedent. Censorship creates
uniformity, compelling everyone to consume
the same sanitised information. But the essence
of free speech is to prevent such conformity. In a
democracy, divergent opinions are essential.
Else, we risk sliding into authoritarianism.

DD: My concern is the selective enforcement of
laws. Why do censorship laws primarily target
Opposition leaders and government critics?
People are dragged to court for merely
criticising the government, even when their
speech falls short of sedition. Laws must be
applied fairly and impartially — something the
judiciary is failing to uphold. A vibrant
democracy demands unwavering protection of
free speech.

Is there a right to take o�ence?

PARLEY
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Profanity is not humour; it is an indication of
thoughtlessness. Intelligent humour does not
require o�ensive language. As a society, we
must understand that divergent views are
inevitable. We can engage with them or
ignore them, but not silence the messenger.

JUSTICE GAUTAM PATEL

To listen to the full interview 

Scan the code or go to the link

www.thehindu.com

f1ccf833-44c4-4575-b5cd-33fe76bd21c0

f1ccf833-44c4-4575-b5cd-33fe76bd21c0

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGJOKH6oBd0F Join FREE Telegram Channel https://t.me/+Bu7senHpQdhlODg1



A IN-XCM
YK

People given the
capital punishment in
Iran in 2024

975
Norway-based Iran

Human Rights (IHR) and

French group Together

Against the Death Penalty (ECPM) said that

the figure was the highest since IHR began

recording executions in Iran in 2008. This

marks a 17% increase from the 834 people

recorded in 2023. AFP

NEWS IN NUMBERS

The GDP growth rate
in India as per
Moody’s Analytics

6.4
in per cent. In its report,

Moody’s Analytics said

growth across the

Asia-Pacific economy will slow in 2025 as

trade tensions, policy shifts, and uneven

recoveries knock the region’s fortunes. The

report stated that India’s growth will slow

down by 0.2%, from 6.6% in 2024. PTI

Number of criminals
killed in Uttar Pradesh
since 2017

221
Criminals were killed in

encounters while 8,022

others were injured in

operations targeting criminal elements in

various districts of Uttar Pradesh, said U.P.

Finance Minister Suresh Kumar Khanna on

Thursday. The State also pursued cases

against 68 identified mafia criminals. PTI

Number of troops Keir
Starmer plans to send
to Ukraine

30
in thousands. The British

Prime Minister said he is

“ready and willing” to put

U.K. troops on the ground in Ukraine as a

security guarantee in the event of some

sort of a ceasefire deal between Moscow

and Kyiv in exchange for American

protection. REUTERS

Number of hostages
still held captive by
Hamas

66
Out of these, Israel has

declared 30 to be dead. A

total of 251 hostages were

taken on October 7, 2023 by Hamas. So far

137 hostages have been freed, of which

four died in captivity, and whose bodies

were released on Thursday. AP

COMPILED BY KUSHAL VARMA J. V.

A
n economy’s growth is like
sailing on two boats tugged to
each other. On one side is the
supply or the production of

goods and services. GDP, or gross
domestic product, is the value the
production process adds. On the other
side, there is demand or expenditure for
purchasing these goods and services from
the market. Both the supply and the
demand boats must move in tandem. If
supply proceeds slower than demand,
prices rise, leading to in�ation. If demand
falls behind, �rms will be left with unsold
inventories, which may lead to cuts in
future production, job and income losses,
and a worsening cycle of demand and
growth slowdown. 

The demand or aggregate expenditure
in an economy comes from four sources.
First is private consumption, which is the
sum of expenditures by all individuals on
items such as food, clothing, and mobile
phones. Second is private investment,
which is the amount spent by �rms and
households on installing new machines
and constructing new factories or
residences. Third is government
expenditure, for consumption and
investment. The former refers to the
money spent on day-to-day government
operations, including paying salaries to
o�cers, teachers, doctors and others
attached to public institutions. Fourth is
net exports or exports minus import of
goods and services while engaging in
trade with the rest of the world. 

Investment and its multipliers
Among the sources of demand,
investment stands out for its ability to
create ‘multiplier e�ects’. That is, an
increase in investment of ₹100 could
increase the economy’s overall demand
and GDP by more than ₹100 — let us say
by ₹125, with the multiplier being 1.25.
Consider, for instance, public investment
in building a new highway network. The
incomes received by workers and �rms
involved in the road construction project
will generate fresh demand in the
economy. But that is not all. The highways
will trigger the establishment of new
shops and create opportunities for new
industries, all of which translate into a
much bigger expansion of aggregate
demand. The multiplier e�ect will
depend on the nature of the investment
and the state of the economy. The
multiplier from an investment in a railway
line is likely higher in an underdeveloped
district than in a region with a
well-developed transport network.

Compared to investment, the
multiplier e�ect arising from increased
consumption is much weaker. If incomes
increase, consumption expenditures also
increase, but the relation does not work
strongly enough in the reverse direction.
A rise in consumption cannot lift incomes
as much in the rest of the economy.
Therefore, according to Keynesian
economists, consumption is a passive
component of aggregate demand. 

Indian and Chinese experiences
In the early 1990s, the per capita incomes
of India and China were almost the same.
Both countries were equally poor, with
the average income of an Indian or
Chinese resident being approximately
1.5% of the average income of an
American. But by 2023, China’s per capita
income has grown to �ve times as high as
the Indian level (2.4 times as high if
purchasing power di�erences between

the two countries are considered). As a
proportion of U.S. levels, the per capita
incomes of China and India were 15% and
3%, respectively, in 2023 (Chart 1). The
speedy growth of incomes in China has
been led by investment.

China’s investment rates have been
signi�cantly higher than India’s from the
1970s onward. In 1992, investment as a
share of GDP was 39.1% in China
compared to 27.4% in India, even though
the per capita incomes of the two
countries were nearly equal. The gap in
investment rates between India and China
narrowed during the �rst half of the
2000s, with India’s investment rate
climbing to 35.8% in 2007. However, the
two countries responded to the global
�nancial crisis of 2007-08 and its
aftermath in starkly di�erent ways. The
investment rate took a big hit in India,
especially after 2012. However, China
battled its economic challenges with
considerable expenditure, primarily
through its state-owned enterprises, in
areas such as infrastructure, advanced
manufacturing, renewable energy, and
arti�cial intelligence. By 2013, the

investment rate rose to 44.5% in China
but dropped to 31.3% in India. In 2023,
these rates were 41.3% and 30.8%,
respectively, for China and India (Chart 1). 

India’s economic growth over the last
decade has been driven mainly by
expanding domestic consumption
expenditures. In 2023, consumption as a
share of GDP was 60.3% in India
compared to 39.1% in China (Table 1). The
dominance of consumption in India’s GDP
structure is mainly due to the weaknesses
of the other components of aggregate
demand in the country. The shares of
investment and government consumption
expenditure are relatively low. India also
has a trade de�cit, with its import of
goods and services being larger than its
exports, reducing domestic demand. 

Economic growth driven by
consumption is not only slower than
investment-led growth, but it also
aggravates inequalities. The growth of
jobs, incomes, and consumption has
remained depressed for many Indians,
and they will be left behind. 

There has been a stagnation in the
growth of investment by the public and

private corporate sectors in India (it is too
early to say if the marginal improvement
in investment in 2022-23 is here to stay)
(Chart 2). The only segment that has
shown some vitality is household
investment, especially in residential
buildings, and that too during the early
2010s. The continued reluctance of
private capitalists to spend more in the
economy is a sign of their sagging ‘animal
spirits’. In times like these, the
government needs to step in with its
investments, particularly in critical
sectors, to boost private sector con�dence
and help spread the bene�ts of growth to
the broader population. 

However, the government has not
shown its resolve, including in the latest
Union Budget, to provide an investment
boost to the Indian economy. Instead, the
tax concessions and the unwillingness to
signi�cantly raise government spending
indicate a preference for a low-growth
trajectory pulled by the consumption of
the middle and upper classes.

Jayan Jose Thomas is a Professor of
Economics at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi.

Is consumption enough to drive growth?
An economy’s growth depends on two factors. One is the supply or the production of goods and services, and the other is the demand or expenditure for purchasing these

goods and services. Among the sources of demand, investment stands out for its ability to create ‘multiplier e�ects’. Consumption can only follow, not lead, growth

Jayan Jose Thomas
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Consider, for instance, public
investment in building a new
highway network. The incomes
received by workers and firms
involved in the road
construction project will
generate fresh demand in the
economy.

�

There has been a stagnation in
the growth of investment by
the public and private
corporate sectors in India. The
only segment that has shown
some vitality is household
investmennt.

�

The government needs to step
in with its investments,
particularly in critical sectors,
to boost private sector
confidence and help spread
the benefits of growth to the
broader population.
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I
n August 1971, a psychology
professor at Stanford University
conducted a study in which college
students were o�ered money in

exchange for participating in a two-week
prison simulation experiment. Philip
Zimbardo wished to understand what
such an environment would do to their
psyche. Through coin-�ips, the
participants were segregated into
‘prisoners’ and ‘guards’. In just 24 hours
into the experiment, the crucible gave in,
with prisoners rebelling against the
guards, and the latter resorting to
psychological abuse to show prisoners
their place. The experiment reached
unspeakable heights and was terminated
on the sixth day, with the intervention of
psychologist Christina Maslach.

In 2015, Kyle Patrick Alvarez made a
cinematic retelling of the experiment,
called The Stanford Prison Experiment,
which incisively took viewers through the
experiment; while every progressing
situation reveals intriguing psychological
results of life in prison, the epilogue is
startling, where the participants spell out
their experience. Several concurred that
putting on a uniform of authority
automatically brings out their worst,
apathetic selves. From the beginning, we
see Michael Angarano’s prison guard
character, the despicable John Wayne,
‘enact’ how he believes guards should be.
When confronted, he expresses his
disbelief in how his abusive authoritarian
ship wasn’t questioned enough.

Much of this echoes Tamil �lmmaker
Vetri Maaran’s belief that the pyramid of
power is such that it cannot function with
empathy. As the high recidivism rates
point toward, most prisons seem far
removed from their rehabilitative
purpose, now existing as a mere symbol
of apathy, a reminder of human
despicability.

Prison, a microcosm of society
As several �lms and shows have shed light
on, the prospect of jailing someone is
currency by itself, used for political and
personal reasons. Filmmakers have
captivatingly explored the prison system,
attempting to unearth hushed, perverse
secrets of our civilised world. Though a
sanitised retelling of real events, Net�ix’s
Black Warrant explored the psychological
nuances of life in prison and the politics
that make the governing system anything
but rehabilitative. When we �rst meet the
infamous Bikini Killer, Charles Sobhraj
(Sidhant Gupta), in the series, the pull his
presence has on the guards of Tihar
seems heroic; but when you see our
honest hero (Zahan Kapoor, as Sunil
Kumar Gupta) repeatedly ask favours
from Sobhraj, the curtain drops. You also
see the system for what it is when Sunil’s
attempts towards rehabilitation are
hindered by his superiors. Like in a
particular episode in which criminals Billa
and Ranga are hanged, many scenes
question our biases.

Several cinematic titles have taken
swings at our moral contradictions.
Reduced to their primal selves, humans
perversely wish to feel liberated from
their own social structures and step out of
line, if they could face no consequences.
They even self-condition their moral

compass to live without guilt. They would
know better if they watched Ric Roman
Waugh’s 2008 drama Felon, which
spectacularly shows how a man —
imprisoned for accidentally killing an
intruder — is brutalised by a debauched
institution and forced to abide by gang
rules to survive.

The character of Lieutenant Bill
Jackson in Felon embodies a corrupt cog
in the prison wheel, a superior who has
succumbed to the pressure of prison life.
Watching Jackson break down in a
parking lot echoes Samuthirakani’s

character in Vetri Maaran’s Visaranai,
which remains the most gut-wrenching
depiction of the �lth running deep in our
prison system. Post the release of the �lm,
reports cited testimonies of viewers
experiencing fear for men in khaki; the
many news reports of fake encounters in
southern India have only added to the
image that Visaranai and successive Tamil
�lms like Jai Bhim and Viduthalai have
painted of our police.

Prison, a primitive jungle 
In a con�ne, the only colleagues you have

are your prison mates. They could be
your friend or enemy, but most
importantly, they are the only
resemblance of any human relationship
you have during your time in jail. They
can be your voice of consciousness — like
Balaji Sakthivel’s Bashir in Sorgavaasal, a
cook who helps RJ Balaji’s Parthiban �nd
purpose — or prove to be ladders to the
higher levels of prison hierarchy — like
Selvaraghavan’s Siga in the same �lm.
Many Hollywood �lms have shown how
normalised sexual abuse among inmates
is in prisons, like 2000’s Animal Factory.
In the Steve Buscemi �lm, when Willem
Dafoe’s Earl Copen helps 21-year-old Ron
Decker (Edward Furlong), the latter
seems hesitant, wondering if all this
kindness is a manipulation tactic. Copen,
however, proves to be an angel; he
educates Ron on the quagmire that is life
in prison.

In Felon, when Wade Porter (Stephen
Dor�) is lodged with a hardened criminal
(Val Kilmer, as John Smith), in a Special
Housing Unit, you understand Porter’s
paranoia. Surprisingly, in a place where
you survive by teaming up with a gang
and �ghting at a pit, you realise that while
Smith isn’t an angel, he isn’t a demon
either. 

A quote from Smith vividly paints how
prison “desensitises” all: “The �rst time
you see a guy’s face cut up, you puke. The
second time, you are concerned. After a
while, you step right over and you could
give a s***. It’s no di�erent for them
pulling the trigger. Make no mistake, we
are all in prison.”

Through �lms, we could also witness
unnervingly how social evils like casteism,
bigotry, and racism show their hideous
faces within prison halls, like with the
segregation between Whites, Blacks and
Hispanics in many Hollywood prisons.
Black Warrant too touched upon this, by
setting its story during a sensitive period
in India’s history, showing the plight of
the Sikhs in the aftermath of former
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s
assassination in 1984; a well-staged scene
featuring Sunil and Paramvir Singh
Cheema’s Shivraj Singh Mangat, after
being suspended for standing up for Sikhs
like himself, shows how such hostility
could break the best of us, even �ssuring
precious relationships.

A redemption arc?
On the mainstream Indian cinema front,
prisons can be a launching pad for the
wronged hero. 2023’s Sapta
Saagaradaache Ello told the story of a
young couple whose lives turn
tumultuous when the man is asked by his
boss to take the fall for a murder. Manu
(Rakshit Shetty) does it so he can come
out soon and lead a good life with Priya
(Rukmini Vasanth). Betrayed, his spirit is
torn from within as the walls of the prison
close in. Usually, it’s the male hero, but in
cases like Sriram Raghavan’s Ek Hasina
Thi, a heroine (Urmila Matondkar’s
striking performance) seeks vengeance
after a wrongful conviction.

Prison escape dramas like Escape From
Alcatraz and The Shawshank Redemption
deliver nail-biting narratives, but what if
the hero voluntarily enters the prison for
a reason? 

Nothing comes close to the explosive
intermission sequence inside a prison in
Vada Chennai. Vetri Maaran’s command
shines through in a scene set at a carrom
board competition in the prison yard, in
which a leading character is revealed as
an insider.

No other setting lends such nuanced
takes on the human condition as much as
the state-approved con�ne. Given the
long history of our prisons and the
innumerable individuals whose stories
are yet to make their way to our screens,
prison dramas remain a potent genre that
lets us understand our �awed selves.

How prison dramas explore
the human condition 
No other setting lends more nuanced cinematic takes on the human condition as much as prisons do. As

countless �lms and shows have re�ected on, most prisons seem far removed from their rehabilitative purpose

Sidhant Gupta as Charles Sobhraj in Black Warrant. NETFLIX 

Bhuvanesh Chandar

X

QUESTION 1

Name this feminist social

movement also known as the

guardians of civil society in the

Manipur valley, which has

played a major role in fighting

against drug abuse, alcoholism,

crimes against women, and

against the Armed Forces

Special Powers Act. What does

the name of this movement

mean?

X

QUESTION 2

One of India’s outstanding

boxers, this athlete who was

also part of the Indian Navy,

won the gold medal in the

Bantamweight category at the

1998 Asian Games in Bangkok.

Name him. 

X

QUESTION 3

A Padma Shri awardee and a Major

Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna award winner,

this weightlifter won the silver medal at

the Tokyo Olympics in 2020 in the

women’s 49 kg event. Name her. 

X

QUESTION 4

Considered a leading exponent of the

Indian classical dance form of Manipuri,

this artiste was awarded the Padma

Shri in 1986 and the Sangeet Natak

Akademi fellowship awarded by the

National Academy for Music, Dance and

Drama, besides the Tagore Award in

2014. Name him. 

X

QUESTION 5

Name the politician who has served as

the Chief Minister of the State for the

longest period (15 years and 11 days).

Questions and Answers to the

previous day’s daily quiz: 1. The

Election Commission became a

three-member body from this year. Ans:

1993 

2. This mathematician served as the first

Election Commissioner of independent

India. Ans: Sukumar Sen

3. The distinction V. S. Ramadevi’s tenure

holds. Ans: She had the shortest

tenure as Election Commissioner,

with 16 days

4. The NOTA option was introduced

under this person’s tenure. Ans: V. S.

Sampath

5. This person served as CEC for the

longest tenure. Ans: Kalyan Sundaram 

Visual: Name this bureaucrat who is

credited with reforming the poll body.

Ans: T. N. Seshan

Early Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan|

Arun Kumar Singh| Sumana Dutta| Tamal

Biswas| Parimal Das 

THE DAILY QUIZ

Manipur has been in the news for political turmoil, but here’s a quiz on some prominent
people from one of India’s most important border States

X

Visual question:

Name this freedom fighter and later, a Padma Bhushan awardee in 1982.

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Srinivasan Ramani

“This is a hopeless dictionary.”
“Why do you say that?”
“It doesn’t even have the word ‘Thrice’

in it.”
That’s not surprising. ‘Thrice’ is not

used these days.”
“What! I hear the word almost

everyday. Why, only yesterday I heard on
T.V. that some airline �ies to Ahmedabad
thrice a week.”

“You’re right. We in India use the word
‘thrice’ very often. But native speakers of
English don’t use it. It’s considered
old-fashioned and that’s why some
dictionaries don’t include it.”

“What do the native speakers use
instead of ‘thrice’?”

“Three times. It’s once, twice, three
times. A native speaker would say, ‘I play
tennis three times a week’ and not ‘I play
tennis thrice a week.’ But remember,
you’ll �nd the word ‘thrice’ used
occasionally in poetry.”

“I see. And speaking of tennis, what
happened to your match? Did you win?”

“We were skunked.”
“Skunked! I’ve never heard the word

‘skunk’ used as a verb before.”
“When you say you’ve been skunked, it

means you’ve been completely defeated
by someone. For example, I can say, ‘Last
year at Wimbledon, Goran Ivanisevic was
skunked by Sampras in the third set’.”

“He didn’t win a single game in that
set, did he?”

“No, he didn’t. Thank goodness he
didn’t get skunked this year.”

“True. Can I say, ‘in the last election,
some of the national parties were
skunked by the regional parties’?”

“You certainly can. But remember, this
use of the word ‘skunk’ as a verb is
considered slang. It is used mainly in
American English.”

“Shall we drop this smelly subject of
skunk and move on to something else?”

“Sure, why not?”
“What do you think of my new cap?”
“It �ts you well.”
“Thank you. I too think I look good in

it.”
“I said it �tted you. I didn’t say the cap

suited you.”
“They mean the same thing, don’t

they?”
“No, they don’t. When you say your

shirt ‘�ts’ you, it means it is of the correct
size. It is neither big nor small.”

“All of us want to wear clothes that �t
us.”

“But not all of us take care to wear
clothes that ‘suit’ us. If your clothes suit
you, they look good on you. The colour
and the style of the clothes look good on
you. For example, I can say, ‘Yellow and
red are colours that suit Siddharth well.”

“Can I say, ‘Pants don’t suit Karthick.
He looks better in a dhothi’?”

“You most certainly can. But if Karthick
wants to get into a �ve star hotel, he’d
better wear trousers and not a dhothi.”

“That’s true. I read the other day that a
journalist wasn’t allowed to enter a �ve
star hotel because he was wearing a
dhothi.” 

‘The dhothi �tted the journalist, but it
didn’t suit the hotel management!” 

Published in The Hindu on July 18, 1995.

Know your
English
K. Subrahmanian 
S. Upendran
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MARKET WATCH

THURSDAY % CHANGE

Sensexdddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 75,736 dddddddddddddddddddd -0.27

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddddddddddd86.64 dddddddddddddddddddddd0.39

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 89,450 dddddddddddddddddddddd0.05

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd76.76 dddddddddddddddddddddd0.43

NIFTY 50

PRICE CHANGE

Adani Enter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2179.00. . . . . . . . . . -1.80

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1111.70. . . . . . . . . . 28.85

Apollo Hosp. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 6390.95. . . . . . . . -31.70

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2249.05. . . . . . . . . . . . 9.95

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1017.20. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.85

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 8630.20. . . . . . . . 150.70

Bajaj Finserv . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1881.25. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.90

Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 8399.45. . . . . . . . -40.00

Bharat Elec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 260.25. . . . . . . . . . . . 6.85

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1643.50. . . . . . . . . . -1.70

BPCL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 258.60. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00

Britannia Ind . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4832.40. . . . . . . . . . -5.10

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1479.70. . . . . . . . . . 15.55

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 367.95. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.65

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1170.95. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.10

Eicher Motors . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 4888.40. . . . . . . . . . 77.80

Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2453.70. . . . . . . . . . -9.50

HCL Tech . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1687.55. . . . . . . . -24.75

HDFC Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1687.10. . . . . . . . -40.10

HDFC Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 620.00. . . . . . . . . . -2.85

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3909.10. . . . . . . . . . 29.95

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 638.80. . . . . . . . . . 12.50

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2248.05. . . . . . . . . . -2.35

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1249.95. . . . . . . . -11.70

IndusInd Bank. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1047.65. . . . . . . . . . 11.85

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1825.15. . . . . . . . . . 14.35

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 402.05. . . . . . . . . . -4.35

JSW Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 981.15. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.80

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1970.55. . . . . . . . -14.45

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3275.80. . . . . . . . . . -0.10

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2839.45. . . . . . . . . . 82.05

Maruti Suzuki . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 12440.65. . . . . . -245.50

NestleIndia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2206.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 1.80

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 325.15. . . . . . . . . . 10.35

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 241.90. . . . . . . . . . . . 3.60

PowerGrid Corp . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 265.75. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.70

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1233.00. . . . . . . . . . . . 5.55

SBI Life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1469.80. . . . . . . . . . -5.80

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 729.70. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.40

Shriram Finance

Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 580.85. . . . . . . . . . 23.05

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1669.30. . . . . . . . . . -7.30

TataConsumerPro-

duct . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1008.90. . . . . . . . -16.40

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 689.80. . . . . . . . . . . . 8.80

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 138.04. . . . . . . . . . . . 2.28

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3779.40. . . . . . . . . . -4.70

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 1657.85. . . . . . . . -27.95

Titan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 3191.45. . . . . . . . -18.85

Trent Ltd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 5099.50. . . . . . . . 108.05

UltraTech Cement . . . .. . . . . 11287.60. . . . . . . . . . -3.95

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 313.30. . . . . . . . . . -0.80

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4

p.m. on February 20

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 86.46. . . . . . . . . . 86.78

Euro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 90.27. . . . . . . . . . 90.61

British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 109.06. . . . . . . . 109.48

Japanese Yen (100). . . . . . .. . . . . 57.62. . . . . . . . . . 57.84

Chinese Yuan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 11.91. . . . . . . . . . 11.96

Swiss Franc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 95.84. . . . . . . . . . 96.20

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 64.62. . . . . . . . . . 64.87

Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 60.83. . . . . . . . . . 61.06

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 19.51. . . . . . . . . . 19.60

Australian Dollar . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 55.11. . . . . . . . . . 55.31

Source:Indian Bank

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration U.S.
(FDA) has classi�ed a warehouse of Aurobindo
Pharma subsidiary in New Jersey, as O�cial
Action Indicated (OAI) after an inspection it
conducted. Such a classi�cation means
regulatory and/or administrative actions are
recommended by the regulator for the facility the
U.S. FDA has inspected. “The inspection had
concluded with �ve observations,” the generic
drugmaker said.

Aurobindo arm’s warehouse
gets OAI after U.S. FDA audit  

INBRIEF
�

Getting a front-end manufacturing foothold in
the U.S. appears to be the way out for India’s
generic drugmakers in the event of U.S. levying
tari�s on pharmaceuticals, Natco Pharma’s
vice-chairman and CEO Rajeev Nannapaneni said
during an investor call recently. He said this in
response to a query around the evolving tari�
scenario in the U.S. According to sources, the
U.S. follows a zero tari� regime on
pharmaceuticals from India currently.

‘Front-end manufacturing in
U.S. can help counter tari�s’

Flipkart Ventures, the investment arm of
Flipkart, has chosen �ve early stage start-ups,
Xportel, Factors.ai, Expertia.ai, Bharat Krushi
Seva, and Visa2Fly, under the third cohort of its
Flipkart Leap Ahead (FLA). Through the FLA
programme, these start-ups would receive equity
investments up to $5,00,000 each along with a
customised mentorship designed by a global
consulting �rm, said Flipkart Ventures on
Thursday. 

Flipkart Ventures to back �ve
early stage Indian start-ups

A quality control order for
furniture under India’s
consideration is set to be
the next big challenge for
Swedish home furnishings
major IKEA as it stabilises
retail operations after the
impact of such regulations
introduced for toys and
steel in recent years.

The norms for furniture
could be the biggest, IKEA
India CEO and CSO Su-
sanne Pulverer said on the
likely bearing of the up-
coming regulation for the
business. Since the stan-
dards vary from those el-
sewhere globally, certi�ca-
tion of products
conforming to the new
norms could mean more
time for it head to the
store. “You need to take
care of the range to make
sure it’s compliant. We will
never compromise on sell-
ing anything that is not
compliant,” she asserted,
pointing out to how follow-
ing the 2023 QC order for
steel IKEA took out non-
compliant pots and pans
and restocked empty
shelves with those in line
with the norms. A similar
approach was adopted
when the order governing
toys came in 2021. 

Changing supply chains
and setting up local sourc-
ing, however, required
time, she said, adding
another group entity was
incharge of sourcing. Un-
like toys and steel pro-
ducts, furniture accounted
for a bigger share of IKEA’s
7,000 product range in In-
dia. Home furnishings in-
dustry is already in dia-
logue with the government
and looked forward to har-
monised standards. Opti-

mising the supply chain
will be a challenge in the
event of di�erent stan-
dards, she said during a se-
lect media interaction at
IKEA’s store in Hyderabad
recently. The proposed
regulations for furniture
were discussed at WTO’s
Technical Barriers to Trade
(TBT) meeting. Welcoming
India’s objective to ensure
only products with a high
level of quality �nd their
way to the market, Euro-
pean Union voiced con-
cern at how the QC order
sets mandatory require-
ments on quality and per-
formance, which will lead
to over engineered pro-
ducts, demanding separate
production lines, with at
best marginally better con-
sumer utility bene�ts and
have an impact on the cost
of the product. 

Cumbersome process
EU said the Indian certi�-
cation process is extremely
cumbersome, costly and
lead to year-long go-to-

market delays, WTO docu-
ments on the meetings, in-
cluding one in November
2024, showed. India res-
ponded saying the stan-
dards have been formulat-
ed with considerable
assistance from various in-
ternational standards like
ISO/EN and considering
typical Indian consumer
expectations and usage
conditions. In terms of lo-
calisation, IKEA has
achieved 30% and targets
60%. IKEA, which has
been sourcing from India
for decades, in 2018 made
a retail foray with opening
of its �rst store in the coun-
try, a 4.8 lakh sq. ft facility
in Hyderabad. In the �rst
phase, it committed to
Rs.10,500 crore invest-
ment and as part of which
opened, besides the Hyde-
rabad facility, a big format
store each in Navi Mumbai
and Bengaluru as also city
store in Worli, Mumbai.

Maharashtra, A.P., Te-
langana, Gujarat and Kar-
nataka are States where it
has rolled out e-commerce
operations. Two IKEA
store-anchored Ingka
Centres Meeting Places are
taking shape in Gurugram
and Noida. On the next
phase expansion, she said
it is yet to be �nalised.
Chennai and Pune �gure in
list of new cities under con-
sideration of IKEA for set-
ting up facilities.

On pro�tability, Ms. Pul-
verer said COVID-19, in�a-
tion trends and disruption
in supply chains, besides
the QC orders, were factors
that impacted operations.
However, with its conti-
nued focus on a�ordability
for customers IKEA is hop-
ing to achieve operational
pro�tability in a couple of
years.

IKEA braces for India’s 
new furniture rules amid 
supply chain challenges
N. Ravi Kumar
HYDERABAD

You need to
take care of the

range to make sure it’s
compliant. We will never
compromise on selling
anything that is not
compliant 

SUSANNE PULVERER,
IKEA India CEO and CSO

The Centre has begun con-
sultations on leasing (priv-
atise) over 10 airports un-
der the public-private
partnership (PPP) model,
sources told businessline.

According to the sourc-
es, an inter-ministerial
consultation process was
initiated recently with the
circulation of a Cabinet
note seeking opinion from
di�erent ministries.

“We have received re-
plies on the note and are
now in the consultation
phase,” a source told
businessline.

As per sources, the Cabi-
net will decide which air-
ports will be leased out
and if any new terms and
conditions should be ad-
ded in the concession
agreement for the upcom-
ing round.

Speculation is rife that
AAI airports under consid-
eration may include key re-
gional hubs such as Amrit-
sar, Varanasi,
Bhubaneswar, Indore, Rai-
pur and Tiruchi.

Airports in Kushinagar,
Gaya, Hubli, Aurangabad
and Tirupati could also be
considered. Besides, the
Centre is contemplating
bundling pro�table and
non-pro�table airports for
the bidding process.

The initiative falls under
the National Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP), which
seeks to tap into private
sector expertise to revamp
and operate key assets, im-
prove passenger expe-
rience and drive economic
growth.

(The writer is with The

Hindu businessline)

Centre plans
to lease over
10 airports
under PPP
mode, begins
consultations

Rohit Vaid
NEW DELHI

C
olombo is not seek-
ing to renegotiate
the contentious re-

newable energy project
with Adani Green, a top Sri
Lankan o�cial said, a
week after the company
abruptly pulled out of a
wind farm initiative in the
island’s Northern
Province.

Adani Green, which had
pledged an investment of
$442 million in wind pow-
er plants in Mannar and
Pooneryn, informed Sri
Lanka’s Board of Invest-
ment (BOI) in a letter dated
February 12 that it would
“respectfully withdraw”
from the project, even as
the government sought a
lower tari� for power
purchase.

‘Remain committed’ 
In a media statement on
the decision, a spokesper-
son of the Adani Group
said, “We remain commit-
ted to Sri Lanka and are
open to future collabora-
tion if the Government of
Sri Lanka so desires.”

However, indicating that
the outreach on such a fu-
ture investment must
come from the company’s
side, and not Sri Lanka’s,
K.T.M. Udayanga Hemapa-
la, Secretary to the Minis-
try of Energy, told The Hin-

du on Thursday: “The
company has decided to

withdraw from the project,
it is their call. We are now
in the process of address-
ing the legal requirements
after they decided to close
the project. But if the com-
pany wishes to return, and
commits an investment
through the BOI, we are
open to talking to them
based on our position that
the tari� must be lower.”

While the government is
keen to bring in foreign in-
vestments to Sri Lanka, it
would not lobby any spec-
i�c investor, he added. “We
welcome all investors
through proper channels,
they must follow due pro-
cess. We will ensure that
the investments are bene�-
cial to our people.”

Citing ongoing cases at
Sri Lankan courts challeng-
ing the Adani power pro-
ject, Mr. Hemapala said the
petitions were based on
three main concerns:
whether the project was to
be considered “Govern-
ment-to-Government”, the

validity of the Environ-
mental Impact Assessment
(EIA) undertaken, and the
power-purchasing tari�. 

Adani Green’s recent de-
cision to withdraw from
the project came weeks af-
ter President Anura Kuma-
ra Dissanayake’s Cabinet
revoked a 2024 power pur-
chasing agreement —
signed by the predecessor
President Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe administration —
according to which Sri Lan-
ka was to purchase power
at $0.0826, or 8.26 cents,
per kWh from Adani Green
Energy. 

JV proposal cleared
Meanwhile, Sri Lanka’s Ca-
binet cleared a proposal to
set up solar power plants
in Sampur, in the eastern
Trincomalee district, in a
joint venture of the govern-
ments of Sri Lanka and In-
dia, through the Ceylon
Electricity Board and Na-
tional Thermal Power Cor-
poration of India. 

Sri Lanka ‘not seeking
to renegotiate’ power
deal with Adani Green 
Open to talks if the company commits new investment through proper

channels, says top Sri Lankan Energy Ministry o�cial

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

A day after the U.S. Securi-
ties Exchange Commission
(SEC) informed a New York
local court that it was pur-
suing the bribery allega-
tions case against the Ada-
nis, the Adani Group
claimed that its group com-
panies were on a high ca-
pex path and in good �nan-
cial health.

“Adani portfolio compa-
nies are now on a high ca-
pex path, with a strong
base of increasing cash�ow
generation and project ex-
ecution outlay of the res-
pective portfolio compa-
nies,” Adani Group said in
a statement. 

“This will position the
respective portfolio com-
panies as the global leaders
in their respective sectors,”
it added. 

Double-digit growth
’The Adani portfolio of
companies, for the third
quarter, reported double-
digit growth in EBITDA and
have su�cient liquidity to
cover debt servicing re-
quirements for at least the
next 12 months, the Adani
Group said.

The trailing-twelve-
month (TTM) EBITDA grew
10.1% year on year at
₹86,789 crore, and the core
infrastructure businesses
accounted for 84% of total
EBITDA, the group said.

Q3FY25 EBITDA in-
creased by 17.2% to ₹22,823
crore. As on September 30,
2024, cash after tax was at
₹58,908 crore; the asset
base of the portfolio stood
at ₹5.53 lakh crore; and net
debt to EBITDA was at

2.46x. Total debt as on Sep-
tember 30, 2024 was esti-
mated at ₹2,58,276 crore
and factoring in a cash ba-
lance of ₹53,024 crore, the
net was at ₹2,05,252 crore. 

Adani Group said the in-
frastructure portfolio con-
tinued to power cash�ow
generation, with an 84%
contribution to the total
portfolio EBITDA. The core
infrastructure platform
comprises AEL’s incubat-
ing infrastructure busi-
nesses, utility (Adani
Green Energy, Adani Pow-
er, Adani Energy Solutions,
and Adani Total Gas), and
transport (Adani Ports &
SEZ) businesses. 

“The credit pro�le has
now achieved a signi�cant
milestone with 75% of the
run-rate EBITDA now gen-
erated from assets with
domestic ratings of ‘AA-’
and above,” the group said. 

“Adani Enterprises’ In-
cubating infra businesses
(ANIL, airports, and roads)
are on a high growth trajec-
tory and continue to lead
the growth with an EBITDA
growth of 45.6% YoY in
Q3FY25 and 33.3% in
TTM,” it added. 

The group said that its
expanding cash �ows had
enabled consistent invest-
ments while keeping the
leverage at an all-time low.

Portfolio �rms are 
on high capex path, 
claims Adani Group 
The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Vedanta Ltd. said it had re-
ceived the approval of sha-
reholders and creditors for
the proposed demerger of
the company into �ve sec-
tor-speci�c independent
companies to harness full
potential.

The company said in a
�ling with the exchanges
that the proposal was ap-
proved by 99.99% share-
holders, 99.59% secured
creditors, and 99.95% of
unsecured creditors.

As per the scheme, each
shareholder will receive
one additional share in
each of the four new de-
merged entities once the
process is complete. 

The companies to be de-
merged include Vedanta
Aluminium Ltd., Vedanta

Oil & Gas Ltd., Vedanta
Power Ltd., Vedanta Iron &
Steel Ltd., and Vedanta
Ltd., which will house the
Zinc business and will be
the incubator for new busi-
ness, Vedanta said. 

The company on Thurs-
day announced raising
₹2,600 crore via NCDs. Ve-
danta shares gained 2.4%
to close at ₹433.55 on the
BSE on Thursday. 

Vedanta will split into
�ve companies as it
gets nod for demerger

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

360 One Asset Manage-
ment Company (AMC) said
it had opened a new fund
o�er (NFO) for its gold ex-
change traded fund (ETF).

The NFO will remain
open from February 20 to
February 28, the company
said in a statement. The
minimum application
amount is ₹500 and one
gold ETF unit is priced at
₹10. At least 95% of the gold
ETF will be invested in gold
or gold-related instru-
ments and the remaining
in debt or money market
securities. The fund will be
passively managed and will
replicate domestic gold
prices.

The gold ETF is suitable
for investors expecting
long-term capital apprecia-
tion, the company said.

360 One AMC
opens new
fund o�er 
for gold ETF

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Fulcrum Digital, which is
into enterprise Arti�cial In-
telligence (AI) and digital
transformation, said it
would scale up its AI eco-
system to 10,000 AI agents
this year from the current
170, to power next-genera-
tion enterprise automation
globally. 

As part of its expansion
plans, the company said it
would double its work-
force to 3,000 employees
to continue AI innovation
and growth. 

The company, which
has completed 25 years of
operations, said AI was
soon evolving into Uni�ed
Intelligence (UI) and furth-
er to Intelligence Ampli�-
cation (IA) to enhance hu-
man decision-making
rather than replacing it. 

Fulcrum
Digital to 
scale up AI
ecosystem

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Dividends received by the
government from Central
Public Sector Enterprises
(CPSEs) and private com-
panies with minority stake
holding by the government
is expected to exceed Re-
vised Estimates during the
current �scal, that is, 2024-
25 (FY25). Still, it is likely to
be the lowest in four years.

Data from the Depart-
ment of Investment and
Public Asset Management
(DIPAM) showed that as on
date a total of ₹53,755 crore
had been received by the
government. 

The Revised Estimates
for the current �scal are
₹55,000 crore, lower than
the Budget Estimates of
₹56,200 crore. The Re-
vised Estimates are the
lowest in four years (2021-
22 to 2024-25).

According to the Public
Enterprises Survey, there
are 272 operating CPSEs,
out of which 212 reported a
net pro�t of ₹3.43 lakh
crore in FY 2023-24, which
is around 48% higher than
₹2.18 lakh crore during FY
2022-23. 

Dividends declared by
operating CPSEs in FY
2023-24 stood at ₹1.23 lakh
crore against ₹1.05 lakh

crore in FY 2022-23, show-
ing an increase of over
16%. Since there are just 66
CPSEs listed on stock ex-
changes, the entire divi-
dend of large number of
CPSEs goes only to the
government.

Top contributors
CPSEs belonging to three
sectors – oil, coal and pow-
er – are expected to conti-
nue as top contributors in
dividend payout. 

Oil companies have had
a relatively better year this
�scal, as there has been no
reduction in petrol and
diesel retail prices. At the
same time, the removal of

windfall levies on export-
bound petroleum products
are also expected to boost
pro�tability. At the same
time, long season of higher
temperatures has bene�t-
ed both power and coal
companies.

Late last year, the go-
vernment revised the divi-
dend policy for CPSEs ac-
cording to which each
CPSE would pay a mini-
mum annual dividend of
30% of pro�t after tax, or
4% of the net worth, whi-
chever is higher subject to
the limit, if any, under any
extant legal provision.

(The writer is with The

Hindu businessline)

Dividends from CPSEs likely to surpass
Revised Estimates, but lowest in 4 years
Shishir Sinha
NEW DELHI
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Southwest Airlines’ �rst company-wide layo�s in
its nearly 54-year history are aimed at shoring up
pro�ts, but they run the risk of undermining a
company culture of putting employees �rst that
made it stand out from rivals and cultivated a
loyal fan base.

Until this week, the U.S. carrier never resorted
to mass layo�s and furloughs, even as the
industry underwent crushing downturns. But
soaring costs and sagging pro�ts forced its hand
on Monday to announce that it will slash 1,750
jobs, or 15% of its corporate workforce.

Conor Cunningham, an analyst at Melius, said
the layo�s go against the company’s long-built
culture, which he described as “the special sauce
that makes everything possible.”

The layo�s also re�ect a new reality at
Southwest, where activist investor Elliott
Investment Management’s nominees currently
hold �ve of 15 board seats and CEO Bob Jordan is
under pressure to produce a fast turnaround.

At meetings with Southwest’s unions last year,
Elliott had emphasized the need to “right-size”
the company’s headquarters, according to a
person who attended the meeting.

Mr. Jordan has outlined a strategy that seeks to
lift Southwest’s operating margin to at least 10%
in 2027 from 2% last year.

Robert Mann, a former airline executive who
now runs a consulting �rm, said the job cuts
suggest there is a greater urgency to deliver on
those goals. “It’s a nod to the pressure that
they’re under from Elliott,” Mr. Mann said.

Southwest said while the layo� decision was
“extremely di�cult,” it has tried to provide
support and care to the a�ected employees.

“The strength of Southwest’s culture is critical
to the success of our business and our ability to
serve our customers,” the airline said in a
statement. “Our people will continue to be what
sets us apart as we drive the company forward.”

Activist investor’s growing in�uence
Southwest boasted 47 consecutive years of pro�t
before the pandemic. But planemaker Boeing’s
aircraft delivery delays, soaring labour costs and
changed travel patterns after the COVID-19
pandemic have all combined to depress earnings.

Lackluster pro�ts coupled with falling shares
brought Elliott to Southwest’s doorstep last year.
The hedge fund launched a bitter boardroom
battle, calling for new leadership and wholesale
changes to its business. 

Since 1971 when the airline started operations,
it has operated with a philosophy that happier
employees result in happier customers. It
avoided layo�s even after the 9/11 attacks in 2001
and during the pandemic, which brought the
entire airline industry to its knees and led to mass
job cuts across the board.

In the past, the popular airline relied primarily
on early retirements and natural attrition to deal
with oversta�ng. Southwest’s headcount
declined by over 2,300 to 72,450 employees in
2024 through natural attrition.

Southwest’s
layo�s dent its
worker-�rst
culture 

Changed culture: Putting employees first made

Southwest stand out from its rivals. REUTERS

Reuters
CHICAGO

V
ijayan Srinivasan of
Eco Dynaamic in
Coimbatore is into

the manufacturing of elec-
tric three-wheelers for
more than a decade and
has sold over 4,000 vehi-
cles that are operated with-
in the premises of the
buyers. It is only in 2022
that Tamil Nadu came out
with a policy for electric
three-wheelers and there
are a lot of challenges even
now in getting approval for
commercial sale of e-rick-
shaws, he says.

Manikandan Palani-
muthu, Chief Executive Of-
�cer of Greenerg Mobility
Solutions, is one of the few
electric vehicle (EV) start-
ups in Coimbatore that has
raised funds and develops
displays for electric vehi-
cles. Its additional require-
ment is almost ₹100 crores.
“We develop a new model
almost every six months,”
he says. However, a cus-
tomer suddenly stops pur-
chasing a particular model
because of the change in
product requirement and
safety norms and the
stocks of the older models
become a �nancial burden
on the company, he says.

Vijayan and Manikan-
dan are among the early
entrepreneurs in the grow-
ing ecosystem of start-ups
in the EV space in Coimba-

tore, which is one of the
major micro, small and
medium enterprises
(MSME) clusters supplying
components to the fossil
fuel based automobile sec-
tor. While the EV supply
chain holds potential for
MSMEs and startups, it is
not an easy ride, they say.

From access to �nance
and technology to availa-
bility of skilled workers,
there are several road-
blocks for these
entrepreneurs.

The government gave
₹6,825 crore in incentives
under the second phase of
FAME India scheme, in-
tended to support the ma-
nufacture and adoption of
EVs. 14.69 lakh two-wheel-
ers and 1.78 lakh three-
wheelers, were sold in In-
dia till February 19, 2025.

Earlier, there were just a
handful of big names that
were selling internal com-
bustion engine (ICE) two-
wheelers. More than 300
brands sell electric two-
wheelers now across the
country. Most of them pref-
er to source their compo-
nent needs from the exist-
ing suppliers in the
automobile vertical as
these MSME units know

the quality standards and
the general requirements
of the industry, says a Ben-
galuru-based electric two-
wheeler manufacturer, in-
dicating the potential for
MSMEs that are already in
the automobile supply
chain or those that want to
enter this industry.

Subsidy misuse
Another original equip-
ment manufacturer (OEM)
in Coimbatore says, while
the FAME scheme is in-
tended to support EV ma-
nufacturers develop a local
or in-house supply chain
for the component re-
quirements, many brands
use it to sell the vehicles at
a lower price in the mar-
ket. The component cost is
multiple times higher
when sourced locally com-

pared with imports, he
said.

Further, most of the EVs
sold now are two-wheel-
ers. The MSMEs in the au-
tomobile clusters supply
components for four-
wheelers and heavy vehi-
cles too. As long as sales of
ICE cars, trucks, and buses
continue to grow, these
component manufacturers
will have orders. Supply to
EVs will only be an addi-
tional business, says K.
Ilango, an automobile
component manufacturer.

Organisations such as
the Coimbatore District
Small Industries Associa-
tion (CODISSIA), Southern
India Engineering Manu-
facturers Association (SIE-
MA), and the Scienti�c and
Industrial Testing and Re-
search Centre (Si’Tarc) are
looking at cluster approach
to develop common facili-
ties that will support the
MSMEs and startups to
venture more into the elec-
tric vehicle sector.

Exacting standards
The CODISSIA president
M. Karthikeyan and its
treasurer P. Ponram say
they have conducted skill
development programmes
for MSMEs so that workers
are able to meet the high
precision needs of EV ma-
nufacturers. They are also
exploring ways to make
funds available for MSMEs
that want to venture into
the EV segment.

According to K. Mohan
Senthil Kumar, president

of Si’Tarc, who is also sup-
plying to EVs, SI’Tarc, CO-
DISSIA and SIEMA are set-
ting up a common testing
and product development
centre in Coimbatore with
the support of the Tamil
Nadu government, espe-
cially to support MSMEs to
make motors for EVs.

However, Kanishka Aru-
mugam, CEO of Ekki
Pumps, says it is not easy
for MSME motor manufac-
turers to start making mo-
tors for EVs. It requires
more funds and OEMS are
currently making the mo-
tors in-house or purchas-
ing from large manufactur-
ers. The entire supply
chain ecosystem for EVs
will take time to stabilise
and MSMEs will have a
clear path ahead only then.

K. Barathan, founder of
Ozotec Automobile, says
the vendor requirement ra-
tio for electric and regular
two wheelers is 1:5. 60%-
70% cost in any electric
two-wheeler is for battery
pack. “If battery technolo-
gy is developed in India,
EV is the future,” he says.

While the opportunities
may be less at present for
MSMEs that want to be part
of the component supply
chain for e-two wheelers,
there are new technologies
and new skill sets that are
in demand. For instance,
Ozotec’s team of develop-
ers are all engineers who
have landed their �rst job.
“We need engineers, soft-
ware developers, data ana-
lysts, etc,” he adds.

Bumpy road ahead for MSMEs as they
try to sell to the EV industry 

Rapid boom: More than 300 brands sell electric two-wheelers now across the country. THE HINDU 

While the electric vehicle supply chain holds potential for micro, small and medium enterprises and startups, it is not an easy ride; from access to

�nance and technology to availability of skilled workers, there are several roadblocks for these entrepreneurs who are trying to cater to EVs

M. Soundariya Preetha
COIMBATORE

As long as sales of ICE

vehicles continue to

grow, component

manufacturers will have

orders. EVs will only be

additional business. 

K. ILANGO
Auto components manufacturer
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Stubborn in�ation and Pre-
sident Donald Trump’s
hard-line trade policies
have rekindled fears of
stag�ation, a worrying mix
of sluggish growth and re-
lentless in�ation that
haunted the U.S. in the
1970s, even as markets re-
main upbeat on his pro-
growth agenda.

The potential return of
stag�ation, which would
pressure a range of assets,
has been �agged periodi-
cally over the past 50 years
but not materialized as a
real threat to investor port-
folios. While economists
and portfolio managers are
not ready to say that this
time is di�erent, the dread-
ed scenario has crept back
as a key risk for investors in
recent weeks, as the pros-

pect of trade wars and
punitive tari�s cast a sha-
dow over U.S. growth.

“Stag�ation has de�nite-
ly re-emerged as a possibil-
ity because we have these
policies that could hurt
consumer demand even
while persistent in�ation li-
mits the Federal Reserve’s
ability to maneuver,” said
Jack McIntyre, portfolio
manager for Brandywine
Global’s �xed income stra-
tegies. “It’s not a zero-pos-
sibility scenario any more,
by a long shot.”

A key piece of the stag-
�ation puzzle—in�ation
that refuses to cool down—
lodged more �rmly into
place earlier this month,
when government data
showed consumer prices
rose in January at their fas-
test monthly pace since
August 2023.

The other piece of the
puzzle, U.S. economic
growth, hangs in the ba-
lance, with Mr. Trump’s ta-
ri�s threatening to add in-
�ationary pressure that

could tip the scale.
“What continues to con-

cern us more than the risk
of in�ation is stag�ation,”
said Tim Urbanowicz, chief
investment strategist at In-

novator Capital Manage-
ment. “There is that sticky
base of in�ation to contend
with but on top of that, ta-
ri�s have the potential to
slow down the economy by

becoming a tax on con-
sumers and weighing on
pro�ts and economic
growth.”

A Bank of America sur-
vey of global fund manag-
ers on Tuesday showed the
proportion of investors ex-
pecting stag�ation—de-
�ned by the bank as below-
trend growth and above-
trend in�ation—over the
next year stood at a seven-
month high. At the same
time, investors remained
bullish on stocks, with a
trade war seen as a low-
probability risk, the survey
showed.

Some investors believe
any hit to growth from ta-
ri�s would be temporary.

Over a longer-term hori-
zon, tari�s could even pro-
mote growth, said Maddi
Dessner, head of asset class
services at Capital Group,

boosting industries that
will bene�t from less com-
petition globally. On the
other hand, their initial im-
pact could increase price
pressures. “The truth is it’s
probably going to be so-
mewhere in between those
two things,” she said.

‘Not there yet’
Stag�ation emerged as a
source of anxiety as recent-
ly as 2022, when in�ation
rates spiked and stock and
bond prices plummeted,
but that scenario did not
materialize as in�ation
eventually eased and
growth remained resilient.

Many believe that the
U.S. economy will once
again steer clear of
stag�ation.

So-called core in�ation
at about 3% remains well
below the levels hit in the

1970s, when the annual
rate of core in�ation aver-
aged about 7%. This time
around in�ation expecta-
tions remain “anchored”,
meaning the long-term in-
�ation picture is not �uc-
tuating wildly with each
fresh piece of economic
data, said Evercore ISI in a
recent note.

Still, Mark Zandi, chief
economist at Moody’s Ana-
lytics, warned the market
may be underestimating
stag�ation risks. The pros-
pect of large-scale deporta-
tions of workers without vi-
sas or other work
documents, another
Trump campaign pledge,
also would fuel in�ation,
he noted. “Tari�s and de-
portations are a recipe for
in�ation and hurt growth;
both are negative supply
shocks,” he said. 

‘Stag�ation’ fears haunt markets despite Trump’s growth plan
Reuters

Key risk: Trade wars and punitive tari�s cast a shadow over U.S. growth. AFP

As Moscow and Washing-
ton discuss how to end the
war in Ukraine, one of the
many questions on inves-
tors’ minds is whether the
corporate exodus from
Russia in opposition to the
February 2022 invasion of
its neighbour may be
reversed.

As long as broad West-
ern sanctions on Russia re-
main in place, that looks
unlikely, but should U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
administration seek to ease
restrictions, it could open
the door for some compa-
nies to return to what was
once a high-growth mar-
ket. Here is a rundown of
the situation:

Who exited and how?
More than a thousand
companies from McDo-

nald’s to Mercedes-Benz
have left Russia in the last
three years by selling,
handing the keys to exist-
ing managers or abandon-
ing assets. Others like Da-
none and Carlsberg had
their assets seized and a
sale forced through. West-
ern �rms have acknow-
ledged losses totalling $107
billion in writedowns and

lost revenue, according to
a Reuters analysis in March
2024. Kirill Dmitriev, head
of the Russian Direct In-
vestment Fund, says U.S.
�rms have lost $324 billion
by leaving Russia.

Companies such as
McDonald’s, Renault and
Henkel agreed buyback op-
tions when exiting. Franc-
e’s Renault sold its majori-

ty stake in Russian
carmaker Avtovaz in May
2022 for reportedly just
one rouble, but with a six-
year option to buy it back.

Some food and health-
care companies, including
Procter & Gamble, PepsiCo
and Mondelez, say they
stayed on humanitarian
grounds to continue sup-
plying Russians with basic
goods.

Why would companies
not return?
Hundreds of Western com-
panies including Carlsberg
and Unilever issued state-
ments condemning Rus-
sia’s aggression against Uk-
raine in the days and
weeks after the invasion,
framing their exit from the
country or suspension of
operations in moral terms.

Should a deal be
reached that rewards Rus-
sia with Ukrainian territo-

ry, �rms that criticised
Moscow risk reputational
damage by returning.

How has the Russian
market changed?
Some of the world’s most
popular brands from Star-
bucks to IKEA and Levi’s
have been replaced by Rus-
sian imitations. More than
800 McDonald’s restau-
rants in Russia now oper-
ate under the brand Vkus-
no & tochka, owned by
Alexander Govor and run
in a similar fashion. Star-
bucks sold its business to
restaurateur Anton Pinskiy
and rapper Timati, and is
now known as Stars Cof-
fee. Recapturing the mar-
ket may be particularly
hard for carmakers, as Chi-
nese competitors have es-
tablished a more than 50%
market share, up from less
than 10% three years ago. It
is not clear how willing

Russia would be to support
the return of European
carmakers at the expense
of Chinese ones.

Would Western
companies be
welcome?
Moscow has long promised
to retaliate for what it
views as the theft of Rus-
sian assets abroad and has
seized companies in Russia
through presidential de-
crees and the courts. Rus-
sia currently controls a
handful of Western compa-
nies through the guise of
“temporary management”
and is this year quickening
the pace of asset seizures
of companies with foreign
ownership links. Most
companies exiting Russia
were forced to sell at huge
discounts. Convincing in-
vestors to dip their toes
back into the Russian mar-
ket may take time.

Will Western companies return to Russia? 
Reuters
LONDON

Homecoming: Western companies could return to Russia, which

was once a high-growth market. AFP
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U.S. support for Taiwan is
“very strong”, Taipei’s se-
curity chief said on Thurs-
day, as the self-ruled island
seeks to head o� President
Donald Trump’s threats of
hefty tari�s on its semicon-
ductor chips.

The United States is Tai-
wan’s most important
backer and biggest arms
supplier, but Mr. Trump’s
recent warnings of chip
taxes and criticisms of Tai-
pei have raised concerns
about his commitment to
the island’s security.

Taiwan lives under the
constant threat of an inva-
sion by China, which
claims the island as part of
its territory.

Mr. Trump has pre-
viously accused Taiwan of
stealing the U.S. chip in-
dustry and suggested it
should pay the United
States for its defence. 

Speaking at a security
forum on Thursday, Tai-
wan’s National Security
Council chief Joseph Wu
praised the United States
for providing defence
equipment to Taiwan,
training its soldiers and
boosting its international

presence. “I think the
Trump administration’s
support for Taiwan will re-
main very strong,” Mr. Wu
told the HFX Taipei
Forum.

“I think it’s very clear

that the United States is
supporting Taiwan, and
with the U.S. support, I
think we will be more con-
�dent in defending
ourselves.”

Mr. Wu rejected Mr.
Trump’s assertion that Tai-
wan stole the U.S. semicon-
ductor industry, a key driv-
er of the island’s economy.

Mr. Wu evaded a ques-
tion about whether Taiwan
planned to buy up to $10
billion worth of U.S. wea-
pons, saying the Trump ad-
ministration was new and
“eventually we will get to-
gether and discuss” the
issue.

Trump’s support for island will remain
‘very strong’, says Taiwan security chief 
Agence France-Presse
TAIPEI

Joseph Wu 

X

Britain and France are proposing a European “reassurance force” of

under 30,000 troops to protect Ukraine post-ceasefire with Russia.

This plan, driven by concerns over U.S. President Trump’s potential

favourable terms for Moscow, emphasises air and maritime defence

while minimising ground troops. AFP

Britain, France propose European
‘reassurance force’ for Ukraine 

LONDON

AP
X

A Sri Lankan passenger train derailed on Thursday after colliding

with a herd of elephants near a wildlife reserve, resulting in the

deaths of six elephants. Fortunately, no passengers were injured.

The government plans to implement measures to reduce such

wildlife accidents in the future. AFP

Train in Sri Lanka runs over six
elephants; no passengers hurt 

COLOMBO

AFP
X

A 16-year-old on Thursday killed two women in a knife attack at a

shopping centre in Hradec Kralove, Czech Republic. The suspect, a

Czech national, was apprehended near the scene, and a knife was

found. Police are investigating the motive, and Prime Minister Petr

Fiala expressed condolences. AP

Teenager in Czech Republic held
after two killed in knife attack

PRAGUE

AFP

H
amas on Thursday
released the bo-
dies of four Israeli

hostages, said to include a
mother and her two chil-
dren who have long been
feared dead and had come
to embody the nation’s
agony following the Octob-
er 7, 2023, attack.

The remains were pres-
umed to be of Shiri Bibas
and her two children, Ariel
and K�r, as well as Oded
Lifshitz, who was 83 when
he was abducted. K�r, who
was 9 months old when he
was taken, was the youn-
gest captive. Hamas has
said all four were killed

along with their guards in
Israeli air strikes.

“Our hearts — the hearts
of an entire nation — lie in
tatters,” Israeli President
Isaac Herzog said in a state-

ment. “On behalf of the
State of Israel, I bow my
head and ask for forgive-
ness. Forgiveness for not
protecting you on that ter-
rible day. Forgiveness for

not bringing you home
safely.” 

The militants displayed
four black co�ns on a
stage in the Gaza Strip sur-
rounded by banners, in-
cluding a large one depict-
ing Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu as a
vampire. Thousands of pe-
ople, including large num-
bers of masked and armed
militants, looked on as the
co�ns were loaded onto
Red Cross vehicles before
being driven to Israeli
forces.

The military held a
small funeral ceremony, at
the request of the families,
before transferring the bo-
dies to a laboratory in Is-
rael for formal identi�ca-

tion using DNA, a process
that could take up to two
days. Israelis have celebrat-
ed the return of 24 living
hostages in recent weeks
under a tenuous cease�re
that paused over 15 months
of war. But the handover
on Thursday was a grim re-
minder of those who died
in captivity. 

Hamas is set to free six
living hostages on Saturday
in exchange for hundreds
of Palestinian prisoners,
and says it will release four
more bodies next week,
completing the cease�re’s
�rst phase. That will leave
the militants with some 60
hostages, all men, around
half of whom are believed
to be dead.

Israel grieves as Hamas turns over
the bodies of four Gaza hostages 

Grim return: Armed Palestinian militants stand next to the co�ins

of Israeli hostages in Khan Younis on Thursday. AFP

Militants displayed four black co�ns on a stage in Gaza surrounded by banners, including a large one depicting Prime

Minister Netanyahu as a vampire; Hamas is set to release six hostages tomorrow in exchange for Palestinian prisoners 

Associated Press
JERUSALEM

The European Union on
Thursday hit back against
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s accusation that
Ukraine’s leader Volody-
myr Zelenskyy was a
“dictator”.

Mr. Trump lashed out at
Mr. Zelenskyy in a spirall-
ing row after Washington
launched peace e�orts
with Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin to end the
Kremlin’s three-year war. 

“We have a fairly
straightforward and clear
position on this: President
Zelenskyy was legitimately
elected in free, fair and de-
mocratic elections,” EU
spokesperson Stefan de
Keersmaecker told press-
persons. 

“Ukraine is a democra-
cy, Putin’s Russia is not.”

Mr. Trump’s broadsides

against the Ukrainian lead-
er have fuelled fears in Eu-
rope that Washington is
abandoning its ally in Kyiv
to secure a quick deal with
Moscow. 

The EU insists that both
Ukraine and Europe must
have a say during any ne-
gotiations. 

“There can be no solu-
tion for Ukraine without
the involvement of Uk-
raine, nor without the in-
volvement of the European
Union,” Mr. de Keers-
maecker said. 

“Ukraine’s security is
the European Union’s se-
curity.”

EU defends Ukraine
President after Trump
calls him a ‘dictator’
Agence France-Presse
BRUSSELS

There can be no
solution for Ukraine
without the
involvement of
Ukraine, says 
EU spokesperson

Caving in

That sinking feeling: Giant sinkholes, measuring up to 20 metres, have caused major disruptions and led to the evacuation of residents

from the Godstone area in England this week. GETTY IMAGES

Bangladeshi security forc-
es killed two men on
Thursday in a crackdown
on rising violent crime, a
spokesperson said, reject-
ing fears the deaths ap-
peared to mirror previous
notorious tactics of extra-
judicial killings.

Sami-Ud-Dowla Chowd-
hury, spokesperson for the
security forces, said two
men were killed in the ear-
ly hours of Thursday morn-
ing after they shot at o�c-
ers trying to arrest them in
connection to a spate of

robberies. “The perpetra-
tors opened �re from the
roof of a single-story build-
ing, prompting the team to
retaliate,” the security forc-
es said in a statement, say-
ing o�cers “recovered two
dead bodies” as well as ma-
chetes and a pistol. Five
other men were arrested.

“They were culprits,”
Mr. Chowdhury said.

Bangladesh has been
struggling to control crime
since former Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina was
forced from power in Au-
gust 2024 by a mass upris-
ing against her iron-�sted
rule.

Under her watch, Ban-
gladeshi law enforcement
agencies faced accusations
of extrajudicial killings and
enforced disappearances.

Police in Dhaka said the
number of robberies has
doubled since January last
year. During Ms. Hasina’s
rule, the feared paramili-
tary Rapid Action Battalion
(RAB) carried out scores of

killings. The force was
slapped with U.S. sanc-
tions in 2021, after which
extrajudicial killings
stopped.

Ain o Salish Kendra
(ASK), a leading Bangla-
deshi human rights organi-
sation, warned against hea-
vy-handed tactics. “We
urge law enforcement
agencies to conduct raids
with caution to avoid loss
of lives,” it said.

“Over the last two de-
cades, we have witnessed
thousands of extrajudicial
killings, which had zero
impact on the law-and-or-
der situation.”

Bangladesh security forces kill two men
in crackdown, sparking rights concerns 
Agence France-Presse
DHAKA

The country has
been struggling to
control crime since
Hasina’s ouster
in August 2024 

X

Senator Mitch McConnell, at 83, announced he will not seek

re-election in 2026, concluding a four-decade Senate career. His

retirement marks a significant shift in the Republican Party,

reflecting its growing radicalisation. Mr. McConnell described his

tenure as “the honour of a lifetime”. AFP

Top Republican right-winger
McConnell to leave Senate in 2026

WASHINGTON

AP

Ukrainian leader Volody-
myr Zelenskyy on Thurs-
day called for a strong rela-
tionship between Kyiv and
Washington, amid rising
tensions with U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

“Strong Ukraine-U.S. re-
lations bene�t the entire
world,” Mr. Zelenskyy said
after holding what he
called a “productive meet-
ing” with U.S. envoy Keith
Kellogg on the “battle�eld
situation, how to return
our prisoners of war, and
e�ective security
guarantees”.

This meeting comes af-
ter Mr. Trump labelled Mr.
Zelenskyy a “dictator” and
criticised him for allegedly
mismanaging U.S. aid,
while claiming that Russia
holds the upper hand in
negotiations. The rift inten-

si�ed as Mr. Trump initiat-
ed discussions with Russia
without Ukrainian involve-
ment, alarming both Kyiv
and European allies. 

Mr. Zelenskyy accused
Mr. Trump of succumbing
to “Russian disinforma-
tion”, asserting that Uk-
raine must be included in
all negotiations regarding
its future. 

Mr. Trump’s administra-
tion has pushed for a quick
resolution to the war,
which has drawn ire from
European leaders who fear
being sidelined. 

In response to the ongo-
ing con�ict, Mr. Zelenskyy
called for unity among Uk-
rainians and Europeans,
stating that “together with
America and Europe,
peace can be more se-
cure.” The situation re-
mains tense as both lead-
ers navigate their complex
relationship.

Zelenskyy calls for
‘strong ties’ with U.S.
amid Trump spat
Agence France-Presse
KYIV

U.S. President Donald
Trump suggested on Wed-
nesday that a trade deal
was “possible” with China
— a key target in the U.S.
leader’s tari�s policy.

In 2020, the U.S. had al-
ready agreed to “a great
trade deal with China” and
a new deal was “possible”,
Mr. Trump told reporters
aboard Air Force One.

One month into his se-
cond term in o�ce, Mr.
Trump has threatened
sweeping tari�s on allies
and adversaries alike — tar-
geting China as well as
neighbours Canada and
Mexico, and the European
Union — and using levies as
his main policy tool for lo-
wering the massive U.S.
trade de�cit.

At the beginning of Fe-

bruary, he slapped addi-
tional customs duties of
10% on all products im-
ported from China.

Beijing’s Foreign Minis-
try said on Thursday that
China and the United
States “should resolve
their concerns through
dialogue and consultation
based on equality and mu-
tual respect”.

“Trade and tari� wars
have no winners and only
serve to damage the inter-

ests of people all over the
world,” Ministry Spokes-
person Guo Jiakun said.

At a separate news con-
ference, China’s Com-
merce Ministry said Beijing
“urges the U.S. side not to
wield the big stick of tari�s
at every turn, using tari�s
as a tool to engage in coer-
cion all around”.

Mr. Trump is also threa-
tening to impose 25% ta-
ri�s on all imported cars,
and similar or higher du-
ties on pharmaceuticals
and semiconductors as he
turns up the heat on some
of the biggest U.S. trading
partners. The President in-
itially announced tari�s of
25% on all Canadian and
Mexican imports, before U-
turning hours before they
were due to come into ef-
fect, granting a one-month
reprieve in principle until
March 1.

New trade deal with China
is ‘possible’, says Trump
Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

Donald Trump 
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They are ubiquitous in summer, comfy and very
German. Sometimes they look chic and some-
times shabby. But can these sandals be considered
art? 

That’s the question Germany’s Federal Court of
Justice wrestled with Thursday, and it ruled
they’re just comfy footwear.

Birkenstock, which is headquartered in Linz
am Rhein, Germany, and says its tradition of shoe-
making goes back to 1774, �led a lawsuit against
three competitors who sold sandals that were ve-
ry similar to its own. The shoe manufacturer
claimed its sandals “are copyright-protected
works of applied art” that may not be imitated.
Under German law, works of art enjoy stronger
and longer-lasting intellectual property protec-
tions than consumer products. The company
asked for an injunction to stop its competitors
from making copycat sandals and order them to
recall and destroy those already on the market. 

Before Germany’s highest court for civil trials
weighed in Thursday, the case had been heard at
two lower courts, which disagreed on the issue.

The appeals court said it was unable to esta-
blish any artistic achievement in the wide-
strapped, big-buckled sandals.

The Federal Court of Justice sided with the ap-
peals court and dismissed the case. In its ruling, it
wrote that a product can’t be copyrighted if “tech-
nical requirements, rules or other constraints de-
termine the design.” 

“For the copyright protection of a work of ap-
plied art — as for all other types of work — the level
of design must not be too low,” the court wrote.
“For copyright protection, a level of design must
be achieved that reveals individuality.”

German court rules
Birkenstock sandals
are not pieces of art

Against copycats: Birkenstock sandals are displayed in a

Birkenstock store in Frankfurt, Germany. AP

Associated Press
BERLIN

D
ozens of Russians
are being subject-
ed to compulsory

psychiatric treatment be-
cause of their political
views, according to la-
wyers and human rights
groups — a trend they say
has gathered pace since
the start of the war in
Ukraine.

The practice carries
echoes of a method of con-
trol used widely in the So-
viet Union and known as
“punitive psychiatry”,
even if the current scale
falls far short of that seen
from the late 1960s until
the early 1980s.

Yekaterina Fatyanova,
37, was interned on April
28 last year at the KKPND
No.1 psychiatric hospital in
Krasnoyarsk after being ac-
cused of discrediting the
Russian armed forces by
publishing an article in a
small opposition newspap-
er she ran in her spare
time. She was not the auth-
or of the piece, which ar-
gued the war in Ukraine
was driven by imperialist
motives. While in hospital
she was subjected to pain-
ful, degrading and unne-
cessary procedures includ-
ing a gynaecological
examination, she wrote in
letters of complaint to
authorities.

‘Moral suppression’
Ms. Fatyanova was dis-
charged from the hospital
on May 27 after doctors de-
termined that she had no

mental disorders or
diseases.

“I believe that the real
purpose of placing me
there was moral suppres-
sion and isolation from so-
ciety, possibly as a punish-
ment for my active civic
position,” she said.

Robert van Voren, a
Dutch professor and hu-
man rights campaigner
who has spent decades stu-
dying what he describes as
the political abuse of psy-
chiatry in Russia, said he
had documented around
23 such cases a year since
2022, when the full-scale
invasion of Ukraine began,
up from an annual average
of around 5 between 2015
and 2021.

Russia’s Justice Ministry,
human rights commission-
er and the Kremlin did not
reply to requests for com-
ment about the alleged use

of psychiatry for political
purposes. 

The Kremlin says it does
not discuss individual cas-
es that pass through the
criminal justice system, as
these are a matter for the
courts.

In the Soviet era, thou-
sands of dissenters were
hospitalised for political
reasons, based on the pre-
mise that only someone
mentally ill would oppose
the Communist state.
Among the best known
cases were those of dissi-
dent Vladimir Bukovsky
and Nobel prize-winning
poet Joseph Brodsky.
While far below that scale,
the current trend is non-
etheless “disturbing,” Mr.
van Voren said.

In many other parts of
the world, the use of com-
pulsory psychiatric treat-
ment has been in decline

and generally con�ned to
violent criminal cases, said
Dainius Pūras, a Lithua-
nian psychiatrist who
served as the U.N. Special
Rapporteur on the right to
health.

Mr. Pūras said an ero-
sion of democratic reforms
in Russia had a “detrimen-
tal impact on Russian psy-
chiatry,” cautioning that
Russia’s use of state-ap-
pointed psychiatrists in
court cases likely leads to
decisions that serve the in-
terests of national authori-
ties. In Russia, compulsory
treatment “is now again
used for political purpos-
es, like it was in the time of
the Soviet Union,” he said.

Russian rights group
Memorial has identi�ed 48
people it says are currently
undergoing such treat-
ment in politically motivat-
ed cases. Of those, 46 are

tional trauma stems from
the open-ended nature of
their detention and the
fact that their sanity is be-
ing called into question,
Mr. van Voren said. “It
challenges the value of
what you think because it
is dubbed mental illness.
And that has a very debili-
tating e�ect.”

Memorial said the per-
son hospitalised the lon-
gest in a politically motivat-
ed case is Albert Gurdjian,
interned since 2017 after al-
legedly posting online that
justice o�cials were an or-
ganised crime group and
that it would be good to
“blast the yacht” of a busi-
nessman close to President
Vladimir Putin.

Ms. Fatyanova, the Kras-
noyarsk journalist, said
that she was taken to the
KKPND No.1 hospital and
that she was pressured to
sign admission forms auth-
orising treatment and pro-
cedures without her
informed.

She said she had been
�red from a previous job at
a transport company in De-
cember 2023 after the FSB
started investigating her,
she said in her complaints.

She added that patients
were sometimes denied
daily walks, given mouldy
bread.

The Health Ministry
wrote back, dismissing Ms.
Fatyanova’s complaints.
However, the regional
health inspectorate said in
a letter dated October 1
that it had warned the hos-
pital to obtain informed
consent from patients.

psychiatric inpatients and
two are receiving out-pa-
tient treatment while in
prison.

The most common
charges against them relat-
ed to criticism of the war.
Thirteen of the people had
been prosecuted under
censorship laws passed
shortly after Russia’s inva-
sion, the rights group said.

According to Memorial,
the youngest person sub-
jected to compulsory psy-
chiatric treatment for war
protests turned 20 in hos-
pital last week. He was in-
vestigated as a teenager in
2023 for seeking permis-
sion to organise an anti-
war rally, and a court or-
dered his hospitalisation in
February last year.

Anastasia Pilipenko, a
lawyer who has represent-
ed people placed under
compulsory psychiatric
treatment, said she did not
consider “risky behaviour
in the form of public anti-
war statements to be a sign
of mental disorder.”

Dozens arrested 
Hospitalisations represent
a small fraction of overall
arrests and jailings for pol-
itical crimes, including
speaking out against the
war. Over 20,000 people
have been arrested for ex-
pressing an anti-war posi-
tion since the full-scale in-
vasion began, according to
Russian rights group OVD-
Info. Some 1,155 people
have been criminally
charged.

For those admitted as
psychiatric patients, addi-

In Russia, political dissenters are
targeted with psychiatric detention 

A view shows the Siberian city of Krasnoyarsk, Russia. One person who wrote an article in an opposition

newspaper about the Ukriane war was interned last year at a psychiatric facility in the city. REUTERS

The practice carries echoes of a method of control used widely in the Soviet Union and known as ‘punitive psychiatry’; rights group Memorial has

identi�ed 48 people it says are currently undergoing treatment in politically motivated cases; the most common charges are related to war criticism

Reuters
LONDON

Winter labour

A man using heavy machinery to clear snow from a street in the ski resort town of Hakuba, Nagano prefecture. Residents of northern Japan

were sheltering from deep snow up to the rooftops in some areas on Thursday after a two-week whiteout. AFP

Two rhinos munch serene-
ly on grass as the sun rises
over Mount Kenya, obli-
vious to the massive global
endeavour to prevent
them from being the last of
their kind.

Najin and her daughter
Fatu are the only northern
white rhinos left on Earth.
The clock is ticking before
they become the latest in a
long line of animals that
humans have poached to
extinction. But a recent
breakthrough means this
could be the year the world
celebrates a new northern
white rhino foetus.

It would be an unprece-
dented comeback for the
subspecies, declared func-
tionally extinct after the
death of the last male, Su-
dan, in 2018.

Uterus problems mean
neither Sudan’s daughter
Najin nor his granddaught-
er Fatu can carry a preg-
nancy to term. But Fatu
still produces viable eggs,
making her a candidate for
in-vitro fertilisation (IVF). 

For years, scientists
have been collecting her
eggs at the Ol Pejeta Con-
servancy in Kenya. The

eggs are sent to Europe
where they are fertilised in
a lab with sperm from
dead male northern
whites. There are now 36
fertilised eggs — or em-
bryos — ready to be im-
planted, said Jan Stejskal,
project coordinator for
BioRescue, the most pro-
minent of numerous such
initiatives worldwide.

A year ago scientists an-
nounced a breakthrough: a
surrogate was pregnant
with a male southern white
foetus, the �rst time IVF
had worked for rhinos. But
like so much about this
long and di�cult process,
the joy was “mixed with
sadness”, Ol Pejeta head of
research Samuel Mutisya
said.

By the time the 6.4-cen-
timetre, 70-day-old foetus
was discovered, the surro-
gate had already died from
an unrelated bacteria in-
fection. Worse still, a steril-
ised male who had played
the role of “teaser bull” —
to help identify when the
female is ready for impreg-
nation — also died from the
infection, and �nding a re-
placement has proved
tricky.

The team is determined
to try again.

The quest to rescue nearly extinct
northern white rhino through IVF
Agence France-Presse
OL PEJETA

Clock is ticking: Ol Pejeta ranger and head care giver caresses one

of the last two northern white rhinos in the world. AFP

President Donald Trump’s
plans for resolving the Is-
rael-Palestine crisis by “re-
locating” the Palestinian
population of Gaza to oth-
er Arab states are expected
to face strong opposition
as Saudi Arabia prepares to
host a mini-Arab summit in
Riyadh this weekend.

Apart from the summit,
the region is also tense ov-
er the funeral, in Beirut, of
Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah, who was assassi-
nated in a missile attack in
the Lebanese capital on
September 27, 2024 by Is-

rael. The funeral is expect-
ed to be a show of strength
for the Iran-Lebanon Shia
crescent. The summit of
the �ve Arab powers was
earlier planned for Thurs-
day but has now been
pushed to Friday and ex-
panded where all the six
members of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council (Saudi Ara-
bia, Bahrain, Kuwait, the
UAE, Oman, and Qatar)
will be joined by Egypt and
Jordan to brainstorm over
the U.S.-Israel plans.

While the mainly Arab
Muslim nations will display
unity of purpose, the fun-
eral of Nasrallah is expect-
ed to showcase the people
power of the Iran-Lebanon
Shia crescent that can heat
up further in case Israel,

now armed by the U.S.-
made 2000-pound bunker
buster bombs, carries out
an attack on Iran in the
coming weeks.

Diplomats participating
in the dialogues told The

Hindu that the impact of
President Trump’s Gaza
plans will play out in the
region over a span of the
next six months and the
latest round of talks being
held in Riyadh is an at-
tempt to stop sudden esca-
lation from breaking out.

Analysts pointed out
that the solution that Presi-
dent Trump has been sug-
gesting is inherently weak
as it is part of the ‘America
First’ policy which does
not take into consideration
the interests of other stake-

holders such as the Euro-
pean powers, who are ex-
pected to face the
blowback if the Arab bloc
chooses to form a common
front in support of the two-
state solution for the
Palestinians.

into Beirut to attend the
funeral of Nasrallah.

To counter any such im-
pression, the UAE’s Presi-
dent Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan on Wed-
nesday hosted U.S. Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio
in Abu Dhabi and opposed
proposals for displacing
Palestinians from Gaza.

Mr. Saab pointed out
that Abu Dhabi has fol-
lowed the plan as laid
down by Saudi Arabia,
which had quickly op-
posed Mr. Trump’s plans in
the �rst week of February.
“The Arab position is more
or less clear that without
an independent Palestine,
Israel will not get to nor-
malise relation with major
Arab powers,” he said. 

fact that he does not have
to worry about disruption
of energy supplies to the
U.S. as the country is now
energy su�cient. “Howev-
er, the same is not true for
Europe which remains de-
pendent on the Gulf for
energy supplies and Eu-
rope will face energy dis-
ruption if President
Trump’s Gaza formula des-
tabilises the region.” 

The Arab powers that
will meet in Riyadh this
weekend also have to con-
tend with the fact that any
display of weakness by
them will give an oppor-
tunity to the Shia front that
will carry out a show of
strength on Sunday as peo-
ple from Iran, Iraq, Syria
and other places are �ying

Minister Sergei Lavrov has
shown that the Trump ad-
ministration is not giving
importance to the opinion
of the European Union. Mr.
Saab did not rule out an
Arab pushback as a U.S.-Is-
rael-led attempt to relocate
the Palestinian population
from the Gaza Strip could
destabilise Egypt and Jor-
dan, triggering existential
concerns across the major
states of the region.

Trump got no worries
On the sidelines of the Sau-
di Media Forum, a media
conclave being held paral-
lel to the peace talks on Uk-
raine and Gaza here, Mr.
Saab told The Hindu that
President Trump’s Gaza
plans are supported by the

Najib Saab, Secretary
General of Beirut-based
Arab Forum for Environ-
ment and Development,
said the just concluded
meeting between U.S. Se-
cretary of State Marco Ru-
bio and Russian Foreign

Strong resistance to Trump’s Gaza plan expected at mini-Arab summit today

Kallol Bhattacherjee
RIYADH

Displaced Palestinians wait along the Salah al-Din road in Nuseirat

to cross to the northern part of the Gaza Strip. FILE PHOTO
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Mohammed Shami became the fastest Indian bowler to reach 200

ODI wickets during the ICC Champions Trophy match against

Bangladesh. The speedster’s wicket of Jaker Ali helped him reach

the milestone in his 104th match and better former pacer Ajit

Agarkar's record of reaching the mark in 133 matches.

Shami becomes the fastest Indian
to reach 200 ODI wickets 

ON A HIGH

AP
X

Rohit Sharma on Thursday became the second fastest batter, after

Virat Kohli, to complete 11,000 runs in ODIs, during the Champions

Trophy clash against Bangladesh. Rohit is only the fourth Indian and

10th batter overall to reach the mark in the 50-over format. Sachin

Tendulkar and Sourav Ganguly are the other Indians in the list.

Rohit becomes second quickest to
complete 11,000 runs in ODI cricket

IN ELITE COMPANY

PTI
X

Delhi Capitals captain Meg Lanning, who led from the front with a

match-winning innings against UP Warriorz on Wednesday, praised

Annabel Sutherland. “She was outstanding with the ball initially.

She got early breakthroughs when we were really under pressure,”

the skipper said. “Later, she held her nerve while batting as well.”

Capitals’ skipper Lanning all praise
for Sutherland’s display

OUTSTANDING

SPORTZPICS/WPL
X

UP Warriorz opener Kiran Navgire, who scored a blistering 51 o� 27

balls against Delhi Capitals, said the innings gave her confidence

going into the next leg of the WPL, starting in Bengaluru on Friday.

“My plan was to watch and hit the ball, and to make the most out of

the PowerPlay. I wanted to hit hard and executed that plan.”

‘My plan was to hit hard and make
the most out of the PowerPlay’

KIRAN’S STRATEGY

SPORTZPICS/WPL

S
hubman Gill’s pre-
vious three scores
coming into the

Champions Trophy read:
87, 60 and 112 (all against
England). On Thursday,
the 25-year-old continued
his purple patch as he
smashed his eighth ODI
hundred (101 n.o, 129b,
9x4, 2x6) to help India
kickstart its Champions
Trophy campaign with a
six-wicket win over Bangla-
desh at the Dubai Interna-
tional Cricket Stadium.

In pursuit of a modest
target of 229, Gill showed
why he is the top-ranked
batter in the format as he
expertly shepherded the
team home. 

He was aggressive in the
PowerPlay and then hun-
kered down to navigate the
tricky middle phase smart-
ly when the spinners oper-
ated before ensuring the
Men in Blue got their cam-
paign o� to a winning start.

The victory, though,
was in no small measure
set up by the bowlers led
by Mohammed Shami (10-
0-53-5), who scalped his
sixth �ve-wicket haul to
restrict Bangladesh to 228. 

Good rhythm
The pacer looked in good
rhythm, moving the new
ball both ways and setting
the tone for the game by
taking two wickets in the

PowerPlay before coming
back strongly to clean up
the tail.

On a pitch that was on
the slower side, it was im-
perative to maximise the
PowerPlay and openers
Rohit Sharma and Gill got
India o� to a �yer, scoring
69 in the �rst 10 overs. 

After starting tentatively
against Musta�zur Rah-
man, Rohit took the left-
arm pacer to the cleaners,
smoking him for seven
boundaries including
some serene shots through
the square on the o�-side.

Gill was not to be left be-
hind, pulling the �ery Tan-
zim Hasan for a six and
then charging down to loft

him over covers. 
But Bangladesh got back

into the contest through its
spinners Rishad Hossain
and Mehidy Hasan Miraz,
who squeezed the runs dry
during the middle-overs. 

Najmul Hossain Shan-
to’s men had a small open-
ing in the game when India
lost three wickets for 22
runs and was in a spot of
bother at 144 for four.

However, Gill and K.L.
Rahul — who rea�rmed his
status as the �nisher by
stroking a measured un-
beaten 41 — stitched an un-
broken 87-run stand for the
�fth wicket to take their
side home. 

Earlier, it was an innings

of two halves for the Tig-
ers, whose top-order just
crumbled inside the Po-
werPlay before Towhid
Hridoy (100) and Jaker Ali
(68) repaired the damage
by forging a masterful 154-
run alliance.

Electing to bat, Bangla-
desh got o� on the wrong
foot, losing two wickets in
the �rst two overs. Things
went pear-shaped in the
ninth over when Axar Patel
struck o� consecutive de-
liveries to remove Tanzid
Hasan and Mush�qur Ra-
him to leave the Men in
Green tottering at 35 for
�ve.

It could have been even
worse had Rohit not fum-

bled a straightforward
chance o� the very next
delivery at �rst slip, which
gave Jaker a reprieve and
denied Axar a hat-trick.

Hridoy played patiently
till he got to his half-centu-
ry and seamlessly shifted
gears after that, collecting
30 runs o� the next 14 de-
liveries, raining sixes and
fours. As he neared his
landmark, the 24-year-old
started cramping, limping
across the pitch, but even-
tually got there in the pe-
nultimate over. Though his
e�orts gave something for
his side to bowl at, it was
never going to be enough
against a strong Indian bat-
ting line-up.

Ace pacer excels with a �ve-for before the vice-captain’s century takes the Men in Blue home; Hridoy & Jaker bat well for the loser

CHAMPIONS TROPHY

Shami, Gill do the star turn as India
trumps Bangladesh with ease

S. Dipak Ragav
DUBAI

No stopping him: The in-form Gill’s stylish knock powered India’s chase. PTI

BANGLADESH

Tanzid Hasan c Rahul b Axar 25

(25b, 4x4), Soumya Sarkar c Rahul

b Shami 0 (5b), Najmul Shanto c

Kohli b Harshit 0 (2b), Mehidy

Hasan Miraz c Gill b Shami 5 (10b,

1x4), Towhid Hridoy c Shami b

Harshit 100 (118b, 6x4, 2x6),

Mushfiqur Rahim c Rahul b Axar 0

(1b), Jaker Ali c Kohli b Shami 68

(114b, 4x4), Rishad Hossain c

Hardik b Harshit 18 (12b, 1x4,

2x6), Tanzim Hasan b Shami 0

(4b), Taskin Ahmed c Shreyas b

Shami 3 (6b), Mustafizur Rahman

(not out) 0 (2b); Extras (lb-1, w-7,

nb-1): 9; Total (in 49.4 overs): 228. 

FALL OF WICKETS

1-1 (Sarkar, 0.6 overs), 2-2

(Najmul, 1.4), 3-26 (Mehidy, 6.2),

4-35 (Tanzid, 8.2), 5-35 (Mushfiqur,

8.3), 6-189 (Jaker, 42.4), 7-214

(Rishad, 45.3), 8-215 (Tanzim,

46.2), 9-228 (Taskin, 48.4). 

INDIA BOWLING

Shami 10-0-53-5, Harshit

7.4-0-31-3, Axar 9-1-43-2, Hardik

4-0-20-0, Jadeja 9-0-37-0, Kuldeep

10-0-43-0.

INDIA

Rohit Sharma c Rishad b Taskin 41

(36b, 7x4), Shubman Gill (not out)

101 (129b, 9x4, 2x6), Virat Kohli c

Sarkar b Rishad 22 (38b, 1x4),

Shreyas Iyer c Najmul b Mustafizur

15 (17b, 2x4), Axar Patel c & b

Rishad 8 (12b, 1x4), K.L. Rahul

(not out) 41 (47b, 1x4, 2x6); Extras

(w-3): 3; Total (for four wkts. in

46.3 overs): 231.

FALL OF WICKETS

1-69 (Rohit, 9.5), 2-112 (Kohli,

22.4), 3-133 (Shreyas, 27.4), 4-144

(Axar, 30.1).

BANGLADESH BOWLING

Taskin 9-0-36-1, Mustafizur

9-0-62-1, Tanzim 8.3-0-58-0,

Mehidy 10-0-37-0, Rishad

10-0-38-2.

India won by six wickets with 21

balls to spare.

Toss: Bangladesh. 

PoM: Gill.

SCOREBOARD

�

Over the last six days, close
to midnight on the Vadoda-
ra Halol Highway, you
could see scores of young
men, and some women
too, walking along for
miles. Some of them would
signal towards the speed-
ing vehicles, hoping to
hitch a ride, though not
with apparent success.

The newly-built BCA
Stadium is about 25 km
away from the city, and
getting public transporta-
tion late into the night
could be extremely di�-
cult. But that didn’t stop
the cricket fans of the cul-
tural capital of Gujarat
turning up in large num-
bers for every match of the
third season of the WPL.

The decision to take wo-
men’s cricket’s most gla-
morous league to newer
pastures has indeed been
justi�ed. Last year, the
WPL travelled to Bengalu-
ru and New Delhi. 

And there is another

new stop this season: Luck-
now, where UP Warriorz
will become the last team
to get an opportunity to

play in front of its fans. Guj-
arat Giants certainly loved
its time before its suppor-
ters here.

The �rst match saw the
Giants going past 200, but
the defending champion
RCB chased that total
down with ease. It was for
the �rst time in the WPL
that a team batting second
was scoring that many
runs.

That match also set the
template for the rest of the
Vadodara leg: all the games
were won by chasing. An
excellent track and the
dew factor made the deci-
sion after winning the toss
a no-brainer.

RCB is looking impres-
sive. That, mind you, is
despite the absence of
some of its stars, such as
Sophie Devine, Sophie Mo-
lineux, Asha Sobhana and
Shreyanka Patil.

Smriti Mandhana’s wo-
men, however, may not
�nd it easy to retain the tit-
le. Mumbai Indians, Delhi
Capitals and Gujarat Giants
have all looked good
enough so far. UP War-
riorz, the only team with-
out a win so far, will have
to up its game.

Exploring new pastures has paid o�
as Vadodara shows at the WPL 

Tough challenge: Smriti, right, will have her task cut out as RCB

gets ready to face an impressive MI. K. MURALI KUMAR

P.K. Ajith Kumar
VADODARA

The last time Janneke
Schopman was in India
with a national team, she
had to oversee the Indian
women missing the bus for
the Paris Olympics, going
down in the quali�ers
which Germany eventually
won.

On Friday, she would be
in the same German du-
gout, planning victory
against her former wards
who have not had a great
time in the FIH Pro League
so far with just one win in
four games. The Germans
haven’t done any better
and are yet to win in their
six outings but have the ad-
vantage of experimenting
as much as they want – as
winners of the 2023-24 sea-
son, they are already as-
sured of a World Cup spot.

The Indians, mean-
while, are in a rebuilding
phase, testing new faces
and combinations under a

coach who needs to ba-
lance experimentation
with results. 

The team has impressed
in patches and some of the
newcomers including deb-
utants Rutuja Pisal and
Sakshi Rana have per-
formed well but the team
has not been able to �nd its
rhythm or match up to the
opponents’ pace and quick
counters. 

Coach Harendra Singh
would be hoping his girls
�nd consistency against a
side they have beaten out-

right just once in the last 19
years.

The men will have it
slightly easier, on paper,
taking on lower-ranked Ire-
land in their next two
games but aware that their
opponents have the repu-
tation of punching above
their weight. 

That coach Craig Fulton
would have the inside in-
formation on many of
those players will de�nitely
be an advantage but the
last time the two teams
met, at Paris, India had to

work hard for its victory.

Ireland last beat India at
the Azlan Shah Cup in 2018
and though the host holds
a 7-1 advantage in their last
nine outings with one
draw, its penalty corner
concerns are steadily grow-
ing. The team is yet to con-
vert from the 14 it has
earned so far. 

Harmanpreet Singh sat
out a couple of matches
and Jugraj Singh, the top-
scorer in the HIL, has
failed to replicate that form
with the national team.

Also playing its �rst
game here will be World
No. 1 Netherlands, taking
on England to get back on
the winning track after an
upset loss to Argentina in
the previous leg in Decem-
ber. The Dutch women
have come with a fairly
young side that, incredibly,
still has 11 from the gold-
winning Olympic side.

Friday’s matches: 

Women: England vs The

Netherlands (3 pm), India vs

Germany (5.15 pm). 

Men: India vs Ireland (7.30 pm).

Indian men look to address PC concerns;
women hope to return to winning ways 

Task ahead: The Indian men will seek to work on consistency.

BISWARANJAN ROUT

Uthra Ganesan
BHUBANESWAR

FIH PRO LEAGUE

India skipper Rohit Shar-
ma was pleased with his
team’s performance fol-
lowing his side’s convinc-
ing six-wicket win and
heaped praise on Mo-
hammed Shami and Shub-
man Gill.

“Very happy for Shami.
It was a long waiting time.
We know what he brings
for us. The quality he has.
Every time we throw the
ball at him, he’s got so-
mething up his sleeve, and
we need guys like him to
step up in big moments,”
said Rohit while speaking
to the broadcaster after the
game.

“Gill, we know the class
he has. He’s been batting
brilliantly of late and what
he showed us today
shouldn’t surprise anyone.
What was good to see was
that he was there till the
end,” he added.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
skipper Najmul Hossain
Shanto felt that losing �ve
wickets in the PowerPlay
put the team on the back
foot.

Rohit lauds
Shami 
and Gill’s
performance

Shami. AFP

Sports Bureau
DUBAI

As Afghanistan captain
Hashmatullah Shahidi
started his presser on the
eve of his team’s Cham-
pions Trophy campaign-
opener against South Afri-
ca, he was asked whether
the team was under pres-
sure. 

Since 2019, the two
teams have featured in �ve
ODIs, with Afghanistan
winning just twice. Howev-
er, Shahidi underplayed
the issue and said that the
series win in Sharjah, in
September last year, will
boost the team’s morale.
And, it’s this positive mind-
set that will be the key for
the Afghans.

South Africa, which
comes on the back of a
string of defeats, looks un-
der-cooked. With its quicks
Gerald Coetzee and Anrich
Nortje missing out, the
team will be banking on
Kagiso Rabada, Ngidi Lun-
gi and Marco Jansen to put
up a strong �ght against
the Afghanistan batters.

The squads (from): 

South Africa: Temba Bavuma

(Capt.), Tony de Zorzi, Marco

Jansen, Heinrich Klaasen, Keshav

Maharaj, Aiden Markram, David

Miller, Wiaan Mulder, Lungi Ngidi,

Kagiso Rabada, Ryan Rickelton,

Tabraiz Shamsi, Tristan Stubbs,

Rassie van der Dussen, Corbin

Bosch.

Afghanistan: Hashmatullah

Shahidi (Capt.), Ibrahim Zadran,

Rahmanullah Gurbaz, Sediqullah

Atal, Rahmat Shah, Ikram Alikhil,

Gulbadin Naib, Azmatullah

Omarzai, Mohammad Nabi,

Rashid Khan, Nangyal Kharoti,

Noor Ahmad, Fazalhaq Farooqi,

Farid Malik, Naveed Zadran.

Match starts at 2:30 pm IST.

SA faces
Afghanistan 
in a tricky
opener 

Shayan Acharya
KARACHI
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J
alaj Saxena’s four-
wicket haul seemed
to be taking Kerala to

the cusp of history, but a
knock beyond his years
from Gujarat’s Jaymeet Pa-
tel ensured the �rst Ranji
Trophy semi�nal is tanta-
lisingly poised heading in-
to the �nal day.

The 22-year-old Jaymeet
(74 batting) has been in
magni�cent form in his
maiden First Class season,
leading the team’s run-
scoring charts. And on
Thursday, he displayed a
rock-solid temperament to
champion Gujarat’s push
towards Kerala’s �rst-in-
nings score, with the team

just 28 runs behind with
three wickets in hand. 

Earlier, Gujarat su�ered
a jolt �ve overs into the day
when Manan Hingrajia was
contentiously given out leg
before wicket on 33 by the
third umpire after a Kerala
review. Replays suggested
the ball seemed to make
contact with the bat and
pad at the same instant. 

Centurion Priyank Pan-
chal and Urvil Patel took
full toll of a spread out
�eld, adding 39 quick runs
before Saxena got one to
turn in from the rough and
knock back the stumps
with Panchal stranded at
148. The veteran o�-spin-
ner outfoxed the hard-hit-
ting Urvil four overs later,
beating the outside edge as
he looked to waltz down
the ground, with Mo-
hammed Azharuddeen

whipping the bails o� in a
�ash. 

Hemang Patel, the con-
cussion substitute for Ravi
Bishnoi, played the role of
the aggressor, adding a va-
luable 27. The mandatory
new-ball introduction,
upon completion of 100
overs, helped the visitor re-
move the hard-hitter,
whose wild slash outside
o� against M.D. Nidheesh
was held brilliantly by sub-
stitute Shoun Roger at
deep third man. 

After Saxena removed
Chintan Gaja in the �rst ov-
er after lunch, Jaymeet
forged crucial partnerships
with Vishal Jayswal and
Siddharth Desai to cut
down the target one step at
a time. Siddharth aced at
what was expected of him
— blocking out the deliver-
ies and handing over strike

to the more accomplished
batter — taking the home
team to the brink of a third
Ranji �nal.

The scores: Kerala — 1st

innings: 457.

Gujarat — 1st innings: Priyank

Panchal b Saxena 148, Aarya

Desai b Basil 73, Manan Hingrajia

lbw b Saxena 33, Urvil Patel st

Azharuddeen b Saxena 25,

Hemang Patel (concussion

substitute for Ravi Bishnoi) c

(sub) Roger b Nidheesh 27,

Jaymeet Patel (batting) 74,

Chintan Gaja lbw b Saxena 2,

Vishal Jayswal c Basil b Sarwate

14, Siddharth Desai (batting) 24;

Extras (b-7, lb-2): 9; Total (for

seven wkts. in 154 overs): 429.

Fall of wickets: 1-131, 2-238,

3-277, 4-292, 5-320, 6-325, 7-357.

Kerala bowling: Nidheesh

23-4-86-1, Saxena 61-12-137-4,

Basil 22-1-59-1, Sarwate

36-3-104-1, Chandran 11-0-31-0,

Imran 1-0-3-0.

The batter displays a rock-solid temperament during his unbeaten 74 to put the home side just 28 behind; Jalaj scalps four for the visitor

RANJI TROPHY

Jaymeet puts Gujarat within striking
distance of Kerala’s big total

Anish Pathiyil
AHMEDABAD

All class: The 22-year-old Jaymeet played a knock beyond his

years. R.V. MOORTHY
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The Indian men’s compound team, comprising
Kushal Dalal, Manav Ganeshrao Jadhao and
Ganesh Mani Ratnam Thirumuru, has set a new
under-21 world record by aggregating 2129 points
in the quali�cation round of the Asia Cup World
ranking tournament, Stage-1, in Bangkok. The
team surpassed the previous record of 2111 for 216
arrows over 50 metres.

Indian archers set 
under-21 World record 

MRF Tyres announced its inclusion as the o�cial
tyre supplier for the 2025 British Rally
Championship and its team’s participation in the
competition, through a release on Thursday.
Team MRF Tyres will be represented by British
drivers James Williams and Max Mcrae. “We are
excited to take on this new challenge and
represent India on the global motorsports
platform,” said Arun Mammen, vice-chairman
and managing director, MRF. 

Team MRF Tyres enters
British Rally Championship

Liverpool’s Premier League title charge was
slowed by Aston Villa after a pulsating 2-2 draw
on Wednesday. Liverpool has an eight-point lead
at the top over second-placed Arsenal, but the
Gunners now have a game in hand over the Reds.
The result: Aston Villa 2 (Tielemans 38, Watkins 45+3) drew

with Liverpool 2 (Salah 29, Alexander-Arnold 61).

Liverpool’s title charge dented
by Aston Villa draw

INBRIEF
�

India kicked o� its Pink Ladies Cup 2025 football
campaign with a 2-0 victory over Jordan in
Sharjah on Thursday. Mid�elder Naorem
Priyangka Devi (23rd) and winger Manisha (54th)
struck to give India its �rst win with Crispin
Chettri as the head coach. Priyangka opened the
scoring for India with a long-range strike.

India blanks Jordan 2-0
in Pink Ladies Cup

No team has managed to
successfully chase down a
target in excess of 400 in
the Ranji Trophy’s nine-de-
cade history so far. With a
place in the �nal up for
grabs, Mumbai will be hop-
ing against hope to pull o�
a heist on the last day of its
Ranji Trophy semi�nal
against Vidarbha.

At the end of the penul-
timate day’s proceedings at
the Vidarbha Cricket Asso-
ciation stadium on Thurs-
day, the home team was
�rmly in control of the
game. 

Riding on the bespecta-
cled Yash Rathod’s (151,
252b, 11x4) �fth hundred of
the season and his 158-run
partnership for the �fth
wicket with captain Aksh-
ay Wadkar (52, 202b, 5x4),
Vidarbha �nished its se-
cond essay for 292 at the
stroke of tea.

Harsh Dubey, the left-
arm spinner who is in the
form of his life, and rookie
counterpart Parth Rek-
hade then struck vital

blows to reduce Mumbai to
83 for three at stumps.

Despite the presence of
Shivam Dube at the crease
and Suryakumar Yadav yet
to take guard along with an
in-form allrounder trio,
Mumbai faces an uphill
task especially while bat-
ting on a last day surface
which has seen awkward
bounce and the odd ball
turning.

The pitch played a role
in Ajinkya Rahane’s dismis-
sal in the extended half
hour when the ball kept
low to leave the Mumbai

captain stranded in front
of the stumps. 

In fact, the umpires
checked whether the ball
had bounced twice but the
decision went in Rekhade’s
favour since Rahane was
way too behind the pop-
ping crease at the time of
impact.

Dubey had earlier ex-
tended his season’s tally to
63 wickets by dismissing
opener Ayush Mhatre
(bowled with a ripper) and
Siddhesh Lad (stumped af-
ter missing a senseless
charge down the wicket).

The scores: Vidarbha – 1st

innings: 383.

Mumbai – 1st innings: 270.

Vidarbha – 2nd innings:

Atharva Taide lbw b Thakur 0,

Dhruv Shorey lbw b Kotian 13,

Danish Malewar c & b Mulani 29,

Karun Nair lbw b Mulani 6, Yash

Rathod c Rahane b Kotian 151,

Akshay Wadkar b Mulani 52,

Harsh Dubey lbw b Kotian 1,

Darshan Nalkande c (sub) b

Mulani 4, Parth Rekhade c Kotian

b Mulani 20, Nachiket Bhute c

Rahane b Mulani 1, Yash Thakur

(not out) 0; Extras (b-5, lb-6, nb-3,

w-1): 15; Total (in 110.1 overs):

292.

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-40, 3-52,

4-56, 5-214, 6-221, 7-228, 8-262,

9-274.

Mumbai bowling: Shardul

14-3-55-1, Avasthi 6-0-23-0,

Mulani 44-9-85-6, Dias 9-4-17-0,

Kotian 33.1-3-81-3, Shivam

3-0-17-0, Mhatre 1-0-3-0.

Mumbai – 2nd innings: Akash

Anand (batting) 27, Ayush Mhatre

b Dubey 18, Siddhesh Lad st

Wadkar b Dubey 2, Ajinkya

Rahane lbw b Rekhade 12,

Shivam Dube (batting) 12; Extras

(b-7, nb-5): 12; Total (for 3

wickets, 31 overs): 83.

Fall of wickets: 1-26, 2-37, 3-65.

Vidarbha bowling: Bhute

4-1-14-0, Nalkande 2-0-9-0,

Dubey 13-3-26-2, Yash 3-0-8-0,

Rekhade 8-1-16-1, Karun 1-0-3-0.

Yash and Dubey shine as Vidarbha
tightens the noose around Mumbai 
Amol Karhadkar
NAGPUR

Piling it on: Yash’s knock of 151 helped Vidarbha set a mammoth

target for Mumbai. EMMANUAL YOGINI 

Haryana won the overall
team (men & women) titles
(49 gold, 32 silver and 25
bronze) on the �nal day of
the 23rd National para ath-
letics championships at the
Nehru Stadium here on
Thursday. 

Tamil Nadu �nished se-
cond (17, 18, 12) while Uttar
Pradesh (14, 17, 11) came
third.

The discus throw events
saw sti� competition, with
Pradeep Kumar of Services

clinching gold in the F62/
F64 category with a throw
of 44.00m, while Rakesh
(Services) dominated the
F42/F43/F44 category with
a winning distance of
49.52m. 

Other winners: Men: 5000m:

T13: Rajesh Yadav (Raj)

16:26.75s; 5000m: T12: M.S.

Sharath (Kar) 15.50.49s; discus:

F11: Monu Ghangas (Har) 34.69s;

F52: Karan Singh (Raj) 13.45m;

shot put: F56: Kuldeep Singh

(Del) 10.96m.

Women: Javelin: F12:

Gangavva Neelappa Hari (Kar)

23.55m; F53: Kanchan Lakhani

(Har) 8.39m; long jump: T20:

Bhuvi Agarwal (Har) 4.17m;

T45/46/47: C.S. Nimisha (T46,

Guj) 5.12m.

Overall team title 
for Haryana 

Best on show: The Haryana team with its big reward. R. RAGU

NATL. PARA ATHLETICS

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI

Recently, cricket legends
Sachin Tendulkar and
Glenn McGrath teamed up
for a funny advertisement
for Dr. Agarwal’s Eye Hos-
pital that referred to
McGrath’s strange ‘shoul-
der-before-wicket’ dismis-
sal of Tendulkar in the Ade-
laide Test in 1999.

The duo engage in a
playful banter debating the
dismissal. Tendulkar, who
insists the decision was in-
correct, cheekily suggests
an eye check-up for
McGrath.

Now, former Australian
umpire Daryl Harper, who
adjudicated that Tendulkar
was out, has written a
warm email to the hospi-
tal, saying that he enjoyed
the ad but persisting that
he’d made the right call.

“Cricket is such an
amazing game and who
would have thought that
my decision a quarter of a
century ago would still fea-
ture in 2025? Of course, it

wasn’t Glenn’s eyesight
that was responsible for
that controversial decision.
It was mine. I am still satis-
�ed that my eyesight ena-
bled me to make the cor-
rect decision,” he has
written in the email.

He also shared his favou-
rite photo with Tendulkar.

“I umpired Sachin in
more than 20 Tests. I have
attached a favourite photo
of mine with Sachin, taken
after he scored his 41st cen-
tury in that memorable
Test with England in
Chennai.

“This was nine years af-
ter that infamous decision
and you can see that we
were still on good terms,”
reads the email.

Harper enjoys new
advert featuring
Tendulkar, McGrath 

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI

Harper’s favourite photo

with Tendulkar. 

Pankaj Advani won the Asian snooker
championship, beating Iran’s Amir Sarkhosh 4-1
in the �nal, in Doha, on Wednesday, for his 14th
title at the continental cuesports championships.
Advani’s �fth Asian snooker crown (across 15-red,
6-reds, and team formats) is a welcome addition
to nine Asian billiards titles and two Asian Games
gold medals in 2006 and 2010. “Winning my 14th
Asian title is incredibly special, especially in
snooker. It has been a tough tournament, and I’m
thrilled to add another gold to my collection. I
hope to carry this momentum forward and keep
making India proud,” said the cuesports great.

Advani clinches Asian
snooker crown

Yuki Bhambri in partnership with Ivan Dodig
knocked out the top-seeds Marcelo Arevalo and
Mate Pavic 2-6, 6-3, [10-8] in the doubles
quarter�nals of the $3,035,960 ATP tennis
tournament in Doha, Qatar, on Thursday.

Other result: Julian Cash & Lloyd Glasspoool (GBR) bt Rohan

Bopanna & Nuno Borges (Por) 6-4, 6-7(5), [10-7].

Yuki and Dodig beat
top-seeds Arevalo-Pavic

Real Madrid swept Man-
chester City aside to quali-
fy for the Champions
League last 16 on
Wednesday.

Kylian Mbappe’s hat-
trick helped Real win the
return leg of the play-o� tie
3-1 to complete a 6-3 aggre-
gate victory.

The results: Borussia Dortmund

0 drew with Sporting Lisbon 0

(Dortmund wins 3-0 on

aggregate); PSV Eindhoven 3

(Perisic 53, Saibari 74, Flamingo

98) bt Juventus 1 (Weah 63) (After

extra time: PSV wins 4-3 on

aggregate); PSG 7 (Barcola 20,

Kvaratskhelia 39, Vitinha 59, Doue

64, Nuno Mendes 69, Ramos 76,

Mayulu 86) bt Brest 0 (PSG wins

10-0 on aggregate); Real Madrid

3 (Mbappe 4, 33, 61) bt

Manchester City 1 (Gonzalez

90+2) (Real wins 6-3 on

aggregate).

Madrid routs
Man City

Mbappe celebrates. AFP 

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

Jamshedpur FC secured a
playo� spot with a 2-0 win
over host Mohammedan
Sporting SC in an ISL-11 �x-
ture at the Kishore Bharati
Stadium here on Thursday. 

Ritwik Das opened the
scoring for Jamshedpur
early in the opening half
before substitute Nikhil
Barla doubled the lead late
in the second session. 

The win helped Jam-
shedpur tally 37 points
from 21 matches stay third
in the standings. Sporting,

with its 14th loss in 21
games, remains bottom of
the 13-team table with 11
points.

Winger Ritwik, return-
ing from an injury, found
the goal in the sixth minute
after Javi Hernandes’ side
volley came his way after
rebounding o� the Sport-
ing goalkeeper Padam
Chettri. Jamshedpur head
coach Khalid Jamil brought
in some late changes and
the move helped when
substitute Nikhil converted
an assist from Imran Khan.

The result: Mohammedan

Sporting SC lost to Jamshedpur

FC 2 (Ritwik Das 6, Nikhil Barla

82).

Jamshedpur FC
seals a playo� slot

Keen tussle: Jamshedpur’s Sarangi, left, and Sporting’s Gomez

fight for the ball. PTI

ISL

Amitabha Das Sharma
KOLKATA

Ugo Blanchet of France
beat compatriot Kyrian Jac-
quet 2-6, 6-3, 6-1 in the
Pune Metropolitan
$160,000 Maha Open Chal-
lenger tennis pre-quarter�-
nals on Thursday. 

The results: Pre-quarterfinals:

Billy Harris bt Hiroki Moriya 7-5,

6-3; Brandon Holt bt Sascha

Wayenburg 6-4, 6-4; Ugo Blanchet

bt Kyrian Jacquet 2-6, 6-3, 6-1;

Khumoyun Sultanov bt Bernard

Tomic 4-6, 6-3, 6-3.

Doubles: Quarterfinals: Jeevan

Nedunchezhiyan & Vijay Sundar

Prashanth bt Saketh Myneni &

Ramkumar Ramanathan 6-3, 2-6,

[12-10; Niki Poonacha & Courtney

Lock bt Blake Ellis & Tristan

Schoolkate 7-6(4), 6-7(4), [10-8];

Jay Clarke & Jurij Rodionov bt

Petr Biryukov & Ilia Simakin

7-6(5), 6-3; Blake Bayldon &

Matthew Romios bt Enrico Dalla

Valle & Khumoyun Sultanov 6-3,

4-6, [12-10].

Blanchet
beats Jacquet 

Blanchet.

Sports Bureau
PUNE

Lionel Messi scored from the right side of the box
in the 56th minute to lift Inter Miami past
Sporting Kansas City 1-0 on Wednesday in the
�rst leg of the CONCACAF Champions Cup’s �rst
round in Kansas City. The clubs play the
second-leg in Miami on Tuesday. On his goal,
Messi collected a pass from Sergio Busquels, let it
fall to his feet, eluded the nearest defender and
then �red it past Sporting KC goalkeeper John
Pulskamp. The clubs play the second leg Tuesday
in Miami.

Messi’s strike gives Miami
victory over Sporting KC
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A
gus Dwi Santoso has a ruthless
streak in him. The noted
Indonesian badminton coach,

who otherwise has a baby-faced
charming look, comes from a school
of thought that believes that a player
should be ready to die – not quite
literally – on court in the pursuit of
excellence. Playing through pain is
non-negotiable for sustained success.

In the present-day environment,
there will be many who will not be in
agreement, but Santoso has results to
back his methods and his nation’s rich
badminton history to make his voice
heard. He has coached the elite in
Thailand, Korea, Indonesia and India
(including P.V. Sindhu and K. Srikanth)
and also the likes of his countryman
Hendrawan, whom he guided to the
singles silver medal at Sydney 2000
Olympic Games and the World
Championship title in Seville in 2001.

Santoso is also from a country that
revolutionised badminton in the
1960s, �rst through Rudy Hartono
who mesmerised the world with his
power and speed and won seven
straight All England titles from 1968 to
1974, and then via Liem Swie King, a
three-time winner. To this day,
Indonesia has elite players like Tokyo
2020 Olympic bronze medallist
Anthony Ginting and reigning All
England champion Jonatan Christie.

Now, Santoso is in India, heading
the high-performance coaching
program at Game Fit Academy in one
of Bengaluru’s south-east suburbs. In
an interview with The Hindu, the
59-year-old speaks of about the talent
pool in India, the badminton culture
back home, the way the modern game
is shaping up and what India needs to
do to be consistently good at the world
stage. Excerpts:

How do you assess the talent in
India?

There is a lot of talent. But only a few
can become world beaters. How? The
culture has to change. Indians are
born clever. But they are not able to
manage pain, sorrow and su�ering. In
China, you start training from six

years old. But in the West, may be at
10 or 11, and if the player or the parent
sees talent, then they become serious.
No, it is too late. You have to start
early.

How is the pool di�erent in India
from Indonesia?

Indonesia is a little bit like China. It’s
because China copied from Indonesia.
Back in the day, three important
people moved from Indonesia to
China because of political reasons.
Those three, including Hou Jiachang
and Tong Sin Fu, built Chinese
badminton. Tong Sin Fu was Lin Dan’s
coach. In terms of basic training,
Indonesia and China are better. In
India, it was not very good. But with
better coaches, there is improvement
now.

What makes Indonesian
badminton so successful?

Badminton in Indonesia is like
basketball in USA. So many people
play the game and become
champions. Kids see them and want to
play. It’s like a cycle and it’s part of the
culture. Football is still No. 1 and
badminton No. 2. But badminton
makes our country proud at the World
level and at the Olympics. So, many
parents and children want to play.

How is the training regimen in
Indonesia? Is it centralised?

Normally, it is taken care of by clubs
and there are so many of them.
Players come into the junior program
from there... U-12, 13, 15, 17 and so on.
Then they come into the National
Centre, of which there is only one.
Players from all clubs ultimately come
there. In India, it is a bit di�erent,
because multiple clubs and academies
can become National centres. And
players train separately too. But in
Indonesia, you will stay in one
building. China is also similar.

Do you feel the Indonesian set-up is
better?

Yes. When you go to represent your
country, you have become “pure
Indian” or “pure Indonesian”. It’s the
same in India too, no doubt. They all
represent their country. But to me, it
is not as strong a feeling like in
Indonesia, Malaysia, Korea. The owner

of the academy may be like ‘this is my
player, even if he goes to an
international tournament’. In
Indonesia and China, it’s not like that.

Is it challenging to coach
youngsters in India compared to
other countries?

Badminton is all about thinking... like
chess, tennis. It is not like athletics or
swimming where you have a good
body, some thinking, good technique
and that’s enough. In badminton, even
if you have everything, if your thinking
is wrong or not straight, it is tough.
You can become a champion. But may
be just once. You won’t be a legend. In
India, if you become a one-time
champion, you can become somebody.
I am sorry to say that.

What does it take for that shift in
mentality?

When I train kids here, there are some
problems. Many players want the
shortest route to success. They do not
see it like a process. It is challenging. If
you are at an academy, you should
[aspire to] be the best professional
there. Indians are clever. The body is
like Europeans. But the thinking has to
change. A young player should be
ready to go through the su�ering.

Badminton is becoming global and
there are champions from many
countries. How do you feel about
this pattern?

It is good for the sport. But how has it
become like this? Because of the
Olympics. It all started from 1992. So
every country tries to build for that.
We see so many players from
Indonesia, India, Korea, China etc.,
but Spain, Germany and France don’t
have that many. In our countries, the
systems are better and we produce
many players. However, they [Europe]
have one or two special players, like
Carolina Marin. With Olympics, their
budgets have increased. Quality
coaches can be hired.

How has the sport changed?

I feel that ever since we shifted to the
21-point format (from 2006), it is more
tough. You cannot make a mistake. If
you do, the opponent gets a point. In
the 15-point format, if you make a
mistake, it is only a service over. In the
21-point format, as you cannot make a
mistake, you get mentally tired.
Normally, one game is 20 minutes. But
tough opponents can last 30 or 40
minutes. If there is a second game,
then it is one hour for two games. So
we do training for two and three
hours. It’s just like boxing. It was
Muhammad Ali I think who said ‘I
train for 110-120 rounds for 10 rounds
in the tournament’. The basics are the
same. Training must be more. In
tournaments, there will be strategising
and thinking, and that can make you
tired. If a match goes to the third
game, just two things matter – either
the player is better physically than you
or more clever.

Where do you see world
badminton going? Is it more
attacking or more defensive?

Now it has become both. Attacking
depends on the quality of the player.
Defence is about how you can
program a player. It is all about how
you can transition from one to the
other. It is also about who lasts longer,
and about the mind. You may be a
good attacking player, but if you are
not strong in the mind, then... A good
example is Poul-Erik Hoyer Larsen,
the gold medallist at 1996 Atlanta. He
was 32 [sic: nearly 31]. Back then, only
those in their 20s were winning. But
how did he win? He was mentally very
strong. If he was focused, and felt okay
on the court, it was very di�cult to get
even one point from him. There were
so many good players. But he won. So
how to beat such players? You have to
attack their minds.

What about Viktor Axelsen?

Easy to say. He has a body like a
European player, but his mind and
agility are like an Asian player. So he is
complete. In badminton, if you are
clever and more e�cient, you can play
until you are 34-35 years old. A long
time ago, in the Liem Swie King era, it
was very physical. The coaches back
then also trained more for the physical
part. But after you turn 25, you cannot
upgrade the physical aspect. You can
just maintain. Axelsen does a lot of
technical activity and not too much of
the physical.

Finally, who is the best player you
have trained?

Hendrawan! He won the Sydney
[Olympics] silver (2000) and the 2001
World Championship. He was not a
special player and didn’t have strong
�tness. He had tonsillitis, and in
elementary school he had an
operation. If he trained hard, the next
day he would be sick. But how did he
become a world-beating player? His
mentality was di�erent. He was from a
rich family but when his father had a
�nancial problem, he stopped
badminton. He stopped badminton for
a second time when his father fell sick.
He wanted to make his father happy
but was not physically up there. But
he had the motivation and willpower
which were di�erent from others.

Indians are born clever but
they should be ready to su�er

Indonesian coach Agus Dwi Santoso feels today’s badminton is taxing both mentally and physically and only those who can master both aspects will survive

INTERVIEW

AGUS DWI SANTOSO

N. Sudarshan

SUDHAKARA JAIN
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